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A PRELIMINARY CAST 



BEING THE AUTHOR'S PREFACE 




This book of the Onauaniehe ia the result of r 
reqiiesta to the anthor for a treatise upon tlie fish and its 
environment on the part of many anglers and others who 
have been among the readers of his contributions to the 
pages of periodica! literature. What has been hitherto 
published respecting the ouananiche has been more or 
less fragmentary. The boob is the outcome of years of 
observation and study in the Canadian home of the ouana- 
niehe. It contains brief records of the experiences and 
opinions of many of those best qualified to speak of the 
fish, and especially of its game qualities and geographical 
distribntion. It also embodies references to all that ia 
of special interest in the literature of the subject, and 
the anthor is unconsciona of having overlooked any 
previous writer or article of note in connection there- 
with. 

An extended investigation, not only of the fish and its 
habits, but also of the Indian lore respecting them, has 
enabled the author both to discard much mere myth and 
to abandon some few theories advanced in his earlier 
writings, at a time when present opportunites for travel 
and observation in the land of the ouananiche did not 
exist. Popular fallacies respocting the fish, that have 
existed for many generations, are still perpetuated in 
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the work of prominent correspondents of the current 
sporting publications. None of these are farther from 
the facta than the story that the ouananiche is a land- 
locked salmon, prevented from returning to salt water 
some upheaval of natnre that has raised an impassable 
barrier at Chicontimi — a fall of some sixty or seventy feet 
in height 1 To support this absurd theory it became 
necessary to insist upon one of the hngest blunders com- 
mitted in the whole realm of natural history ; namely, 
that the ouananiche — one of the most universally dis- 
tributed of the finny inhabitants of Labrador waters — 
was peculiar to Lake St. John and its feeders and out- 
let ; for it could scarcely be pretended that the fish of the 
rivers that fiow into Ungava Bay, Hamilton Inlet, and 
the Gulf of St. Lawrence were prevented by a fall at 
Chicoutimi, on the Sagnenay, from running down to the 
Bea. Yet ouananiche are found in all the waters above 
mentioned, as shown by the notes kindly furnished the 
author by Mr. A. P. Low, B.Ap.Sc, the chief of the Do- 
minion government exploratory survey that traversed the 
interior of Labrador in 1893-94 in two different direc- 
tions. 

Not only the surprising details of the extent of the 
geographical distribution of the ouananiche, bnt other 
results and discoveries of the Low-Eaton expedition, will 
first reach the public through the medium of the follow- 
ing pages. So will much of the information contained in 
he chapter upon the Montagnais Indians and their folk- 
ore. The superstitious, legends, and language of this 
interesting people have engaged the attention of the au- 
.hor for many years past, and he is fortunate in possess- 
ing the friendship and having had the assistance of some 
of their old missionaries and of officials of the Hud- 
eon Bay Company who have grown gray among them, as 
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! access to valuable old manuseripta relating to 
their tribal characteristics. That these originitl eourcea 
of information should have been bo long overlooked is no 
donbt due to the fact that Schoolcraft, Morse, and other 
Btndents of the aboriginal races of America have con&ned 
their reeearches almost entirely to the Indian tribes of 
the United States and to those of southern and western 
Canada. 

The chapter on the philology of the ouananiche is a 
synopsis of a paper read for the anthor in May, 1894, by 
George Stewart, LL.D., D.C.L., F.R.S.C., F.R.G.S., 
before the Royal Society of Canada, wherein a plea for 
the Fecognition of priority of nomenclature was made — 
the spelling "ouananiche," for which the present writer 
has vigorously and somewhat successfully contended for 
more than a decade past, having been the earliest writ- 
ten form of the Indian name. It lias been employed 
in French-Canadian literature from its very beginning, 
despite the assertion that it is "a new word" by a pub- 
licist who claims to have only heard it tor the first time 
in 1889. 

From his original intention of writing a simple angling 
book, the anthor has permitted himself to drift, as an- 
glers are accustomed to do upon these wide Northern 
waters in their light birch-bark canoes, absorbed in their 
favorite paatime and enraptured with the marvellous beau- 
ty and attractiveness of the ever-changing surroundings, 
until it has seemed to him desirable to deal with the 
whole Canadian environment of the ouananiche aa well 
as with the fish itself, well aware that portions of anch 
environment are as little known, even to CanadiauB, as 
is the interior of Africa. 

James Russell Lowell, in his charmingly idyllic Intro- 
dnction to The Complete Anglsr, tells us that the contem- 
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plation of such a life as Walton's ''both soothes and 
charms^ . . . and we sigh to think that the like of it is 
possible no longer. . . . Where now/' he asks, ** would 
the fugitive from the espials of our modem life find a 
sanctuary which telegraph or telephone had not deflow- 
ered ?*' The reply will be found in those of the follow- 
ing pages that tell of the Canadian environment of the 
ouananiche — the vast and all but unknown reaches of 
the great Labrador peninsula that form the large lake- 
lands of the North, whose only gateways are the estuaries 
of mighty rivers, and that know no other means of com- 
munication with the outer world than the birch -bark 
canoe of the aboriginal Montagnais and the often un- 
blazed trail of the roving savage. 

In reeling up his preliminary cast, it only remains to 
the author to place on record his indebtedness to the 
many good friends who have in so many ways encour- 
aged and aided him in the preparation of " The Ouaxa- 
NicHE AND Its Canadian Environment. '^ 

E. T. D. Chambers. 

Quebec, Canada, May, 1896. 
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INTRODUCTION 



It is more than two years from the present time of 
writing that I last experienced the thrilling sensation 
imparted by feeling a lively five-pound ouananiche skip- 
ping and darting about at the end of my line. It was 
an afternoon in the end of August, and the scene was a 
pool of the Metabetchouan River, which flows into the 
Lake of St. John on the southern side. Unfortunately, 
my friend Mr. E. T. D, Chambers, the author of this 
work, who had previously been my partner in many a 
peril on the far rapids of the Peribonca River, had been 
obliged to leave me for Quebec, and therefore he was not 
able to join us in the fun. For I was accompanied by 
our mutual friend Mr. Albert Patterson, so well known 
as a good all-round sportsman; and although he had 
that day given up fishing himself in disgust, as the 
ouananiche positively refused to take the fly, a very jolly 
time we had of it together, so constantly were his ser- 
vices required with the landing-net, and from the rocky 
nature of the banks it required a really active fellow 
like himself to land the fish. Armed with an old but 
somewhat stiff trout-rod, which already in 1892 had seen 
twenty years* good and faithful service, I had scrambled 
out along a log, which proved the connecting-link between 
the shore and a small, solitary rock just large enough to 
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afford a somewhat hazardous foothold. It waB Bituated \ 
in the deep and smooth but awLft-running water at the 
head of a furious and broken rapid, for it was this smooth 
and swift unbroken water that previoua esperience had 
taught me was the principal home of the ouananiche, or, 
at all events, the place whence he was most likely to be 
lured by the angler's skill. Having found the fly to be 
nselesB, my rod was armed with a good-sized phantom 
minnow; for size, I found, was required, on account of 
the extra weiglit in the metal at the head, which caused 
it to sink. The color did not so much matter on that 
particular day, as both a brown and a blue minnow 
literally had the hooka torn off on several occasions by 
the savage way in which the fish, when hooked, would 
shake their heads, much as a bulldog will shake a rat. 
This naturally required occasional stoppages for repairs, 
which were executed roughly but swiftly with thread 
and cobbler's wax, and when the latter was lost in the 
river, with thread alone. My minnow was mounted on 
a single gut trace, and my modus operandi was as fol- 
lows : I invariably threw my line straight across the 
stream ; then, after allowing a second or two to let it 
sink, turning the point of my rod down-stream with a 
steady but continuous motion, I kept the bait moving 
and spinning until the force of the current had carried 
it away so that it hung straight down-stream at right 
angles to the point of my rod. Then, while I continued 
moving the point of the rod, but now in the direction 
of the shore, I commenced pulling in the line in the 
Devonshire fashion by a shuttle-like motion with the 
left hand, thas making the bait travel in little jerks up 
the stream again. And it was almost invariably at the 
moment after the end of the awing, just when the min- 
now had commenced its Journey shorewards and up- 
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wards, that the oaananiche seized the bait. The fish had 
in all probability in most instances been following it for 
Bome way. for, as from long practice I was able to cast a 
Tery long line, I often nearly reached a cliff on the far- 
ther shore. But the point where it was seized was always 
the same — jnst after the tnm, when hanging at the tail 
of the silent, heavy water just above the broken rapid, 
and as the minnow was beginning to come op the stream 
again. What a glorious afternoon we had of it that day I 
I killed thirteen onananiche, weighing flfty-eight pounds, 
and lost at least thirteen more ; and grand sport they 
^ve. In weight they varied from one three-pounder to 
one six-ponnder. All the rest were from three and a half 
to 6ve and a half pounds in weight. I still preserve in 
my rod -case a stick upon which that day Albert Patter- 
son amused himself by carving the weights, the name of 
the river, my own name, and the number of fish captured, 
vhich stick is often admired by the Highland gillies. 

From the obsevvatious I took of the behavior of the 
flsh on that particular afternoon, my previous opinion 
that the onananiche was a salmon-trout and not a salmon 
was confirmed. Except in one case, that of a three and 
s half ponnder, a. fish which gave u splendid run in the 
smooth water, and in another, where a fish, getting into 
the heavy broken water, hud no choice but to nm down 
the rapid, all of the fish hooked confined themselves 
chiefly to jumping, as Is the way with all the varieties of 
Bca-trout. be they known as whitling, sewen, salmon-peel, 
truS, or merely salmon -tront, which we catch in the 
British Islands from the northernmost island of the 
Shetland group down to the southernmost extremity of 
Cornwall, Now, as all salmon fishers know, the Salmo 
aalar may jump oecaaionally, and, in fact, unless an nn- 
UBoaily heavy fiah, will throw himself out of the water 
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once or twice — three times even ; bnt his principal ta<v 
ticB lie in making spirited dashes np or down the stream, 
making the reel screech again, and bringing the angler's 
heart farther np into his mouth with every extra yard of 
line taken ont. 

As regards the comparison of sport, however, which 
ouananiche fishing bears in relation to all other kinds of 
fishing, it is, in my opinion, hard to beat. Whether the 
fish be booked apon a fly or on a minnow with a fine gut 
collar, from the moment he first has the bait in his mouth 
nntil he is not only in the landing-net bnt actually 
"grassed," he always has a chance of escape, and even 
when landed he cannot be always reckoned as killed. 
Such is his elasticity, the india-rubber, gutta-percha, 
racket -bail nature of his backbone, that he resembles 
Rudyard Kipling's description of our dear, well-remem- 
bered f oeman, the " Fuzzy Wuzzy" of the Soudan. Like 
that Kadendowah Arab, the ouananiche is distinctly an 
" india-rubber idiot on the spree." Even when you have 
got him in the landing-net he will at times bound out of 
it again ! Bring him to shore on a somewhat steep, slop- 
ing bank, and, if you be not careful, he will, describing 
an arc like a rainbow, project himself over your stooping 
form, far back into the waters whence he came, while if 
yon have so far succeeded as to land him in your birch- 
bark canoe, your only chance of keeping him tliere qniet 
ia to sit upon his head. Ah ! Chambers, friend of my 
bygone days, dost thou not remember how I sat upon 
the head of that shapely sis-ponnder iu our frail canoe 
on the pellucid waters of Lake Tschotaguma, while he, 
with his brawny tail, administered unto me such a caa- 
tigation as had fortunately never been my lot to receive 
since my early boyliood days at school ? Ah I what a 
time we had of it together on that voyage up the Peri- 
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bonca River I What if the fish were somewhat scarce, 
was it not worth all the trouble, especially when, perad- 
Tentnre fishing with two or three fliea, we eoinetimea had 
a brace of oaananiche on our cast at the same time ? 
Then it was excitement indeed ! One up, one down, or 
perchance it might be both of them out of the water to- 
gether, their fihimmering aides glistening in the ann 
amidst the spray of the splashing waters, as burnished 
silver salvers shining through the rainbows of a water- 
fall. And then the excitement of struggling up those 
deadly rapids above or below the fearful cascades of that 
furious river! the delight of landing, with the greatest 
skill, from our canoe, on some dangerous rock beneath 
the waterfall, and thence casting the fly in the broit — the 
white, creamy foam of the first eddy — to see its white 
and foaming surface broken for a second only, and then 
to feel something like a young shark tearing at the end 
of the line ! But have we not been through all this to- 
gether ? Have we not shot rapids, camped out in bear- 
infested islands, performed almost impossible portages, 
travelled for days through the solitude of the mighty and 
eternal forests ? Ah I this it is which brings the advan- 
tages of onananiche fishing far ahead of all other fishing 
in the mind of the really enthusiastic sportsman. It is 
the strange and mighty communings with Nature, in- 
duced by the dangers aud difficulties through which he 
passes, which to the angler elevate what iu other lands 
may be looked upon but as a trivial sport into a noble 
pnrsnit — one of which a fortnight's enjoyment is, with 
all ita perils and escitementa, worth a month on the beat 
salmon river that Scotland or Ireland can boast. I have 
fished with many companions in Scotland, inKorway, in 
Ireland, in Spain, in England, in India, in Asia Minor, 
in Turkey, in Egypt, in Canada, in British Columbia, 
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and various other now forgotten parts of the world ; bnt 
for all fishing countries, all companions, and all kinds 
of fishing, give me some real good days in the district of 
Lake St. John above Quebec — give me Chambers for my 
companion, and let the fish be the ouananiche. 

Andrew Haqqabd. 
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THE OUAXANICHE AND ITS CANADIAN 
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DESCRIPTION, CLASSIFICATION, AND HABITS 

OF THE OUANANICHE 



THE OUANANICHE AND ITS CANADIAN 

ENVIRONMENT 



" OrAJiANicHE" is Hot to be found in any of the dic- 
tionaries. But it has a place in the vocabulary of 
thousands of anglers. It is a household word with all 
who have made the acquaintance of Canada's distinc- 
tively fresh-water salmon. It is the now generally 
accepted designation of the gamest fish for its size that 
swims. Ages before the arrival of the first white man 
in America, the Montagnais Indians, who roved and 
hunted the trackless wilderness between Hudson Bay 
and the St. Lawrence, gave this name to the partic- 
ular salmon that they found all the year round in the 
waters of the streams and lakes that served as high- 
ways for the passage of their birch-bark canoes. 

"The Canadian environment" of the ouananiche 
is fully as fascinating to the sportsman, the tourist, 
the lover of Nature, and the student of ethnography 
as is the fish itself to those who angle for it, A great 
deal of ignorance concerning this country has disap- 
peared in recent years with the steadily increasing 
rush into it of angler tourists, though it ia not yet 
six years ago that a letter was received from a New 
England sportsman, who ha^l noticed my name at 
the foot of an article on ouananiche Bshing, and who 
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anxiously inquired, prior to making up his party for 
a trip to Lake St. John, whether the Indiana and half- 
breeds up that way were peaceable, and if it was safe 
for ladies to accompany the party I 

Lake St. John, the present centre of oaananiche 
fishing in Canada — 190 miles by railway to the north 
of Quebec, and nearly a hundred miles in circumfer- 
ence — was discovered 250 years ago by Father da 
Quen, the Jesuit missionary to the Indians, The 
hardships which he endured in ascending the rapids 
and crossing the portages that lay between the navi- 
gable {Kirtions of the Saguenay and Lake St. John are 
described with remarkable felicity of expression in 
a letter addressed by him to the Father Superior of 
his order in France, and which is still preserved in 
the Bdaiiona dus Jesuites. Yet but little more was 
really known of the great inland sea and the details 
of its fish fauna until very recent years, or of the 
weird land — " in mist and glamour wrapped " — by 
which it is surrounded. This vast reach of country 
that extends from Quebec to Hudson Bay, from the 
St. Lawrence to Ungava, and from the waters of the 
St. Maurice to the Atlantic const of Labrador, has 
been aptly termed Nature's great fish preserve. Its 
waters abound in brook and lake trout as well as in 
ouananiche, and in various localities are to be found 
also, prominent among a number of other varieties, 
pike and pickerel, chnb and carp, perch and bass, fresh- 
water smelt and whitefish ; the lower reaches of many 
of its mighty rivers affording opportunities for some 
of the grandest salmon and sea-trout fishing that the 
world has ever known. 
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DESCRIPTION, CLASSIFICATION, AND 
HABITS OF THE OUANANICHE 



The ouananicbe is the salmon of a number of the 
inland waters of northern and eastern Canada, near- 
ly all of which hate direct coraniunication with the 
sea. Careful observation tends to the belief that it 
very seldom descends to salt water. But its fresh- 
water habitat the whole year round being from choice 
rather than necessity, the common practice of speak- 
ing of it as a landlocked salmon is simply a common 
error. Landlocked it assuredly is not, at all events, in 
any portion of the Lake St. John country, where all 
the waters that it inhabits communicate with those of 
the lower St. Lawrence by way of the Sagnenay. The 
familiar story of the Lake St. John ouananiche, shut 
out from the sea by some extraordinary upheaval of 
nature in the bed of the Saguenay, is, of course, en- 
tirely apocryphal, for water never yet flowed that 
smolt could not descend, and it has still to be estab- 
lished that the Saguenay was ever dry. Professor G. 
Brown Goode* refers to a somewhat similar claim 
on the part of some investigators, that landlocked 
salmon did not exist in certain regions of Maine and 
New Bronswick, in which they are now found, until 

'Ooode's American FMitt, p. 44S. 







Bome fifty years ago, when their access to salt water 
■was cut off by dams. But as the professor well says : 
"This hypothesis is not necessary, for in the Sague- 
nay the winninish [ouananiche] has easy, unobstructed 
access to the sea. The salmon of Lake Ontario and 
its tributaries are not thought to enter salt water, and 
there are similar instances of landlocking in the lakes 
of northern Sweden." The same authority also makes 
mention of the well-known case of the Stormontfield 
Ponds in England, where salmon have thriven for 
years in the lakes in which they have been confined. 
And I have the best authority for the statement that 
there were so-called landlocked salmon in Maine be- 
fore the construction of dams in the streams which 
led from their fresh-water habitat to the sea ; and, 
further, that even at the present time there is no 
obstruction to their passage to salt water. In proof 
of this statement it is only necessary that I should 
quote the following extract from a letter, dated May 
25, 1894, addressed to Mr. A. Nelson Cheney by Mr. 
Charles G. Atkins, who has charge of the salmon 
hatcheries of Maine : 

"... In your letter of the 6th you ask aboat the 
obstructions to the passage of the landlocked salmon 
of Maine to and from the sea in recent and former 
times. Before man's interference, the way was open 
to all the landlocked salmon of Maine to go to sea and 
to return to their native streams and the lakes they 
frequented. In recent times, and indeed at present, 
the way is still open for them to go to sea, but their 
return has been hindered by dams on every river where 
they are naturally found. In each case I think it well 
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established that there have been periods of years when 
it was impassible for them to return, the dams being 
insurmountable. Fishways have been constructed on 
all the rivers in question, and thereby all of them have 
been for part if not all of the time for the past twenty 
years reopened, so that in some instances the sea-salmon 
have ascended as far as tbe haunts of the landlocks ; 
but I have no evidence that the landlocked salmon 
have used these flshways. They may have done so to 
a limited extent, but I have not beard of it. They do 
not descend in sufficient numbers to warrant us in look- 
ing for their return. I am not aware that the descent 
of any of them to the sea has been observed, but it is 
reported that they do, at the spawning season, descend 
from Sebago Lake into the Presumpscot River, and if 
BO we might expect them to return v'ul the fishway at 
tbe outlet of the lake. It is a matter of tradition that 
many years ago— say, forty or fifty— it was not uncom- 
mon for landlocked salmon to be taken farther down 
the Saint Croix and the Presumpscot than in recent 
times, but I never gatiiered any considerable body of 
testimony on this point." 

TJie late Rev. Dr. Adamson, as long ago as 1856, in 
referring* to the then debated question as to whether 
the salmon of Lake Ontario went up the St. Lawrence 
in the early spring, under the pavement of ice resting 
upon its surface, or whether they spent the winter in 
Lake Ontario, held that there was some foundation for 
believing that salmon would not only live but breed also 
r in fresh water without visiting the sea. Mr. L. Lloyd, 

* lo a paper read before the Canadian ItiBtttute. Dec. 0, 189S. 
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in bis interesting* work on the field sports of the north 
of Europe, sajs : " Near Katrinebcrg there is a valuable 
fishery for sairaon, ten or twelve thousand of these 
fish being taken annually. These salmon are bred in 
a lake, and in consequence of cataracts cannot have 
access to (?) the sea. They are small in size and inferior 
in flavor." Are they ouananiche, or what 1 

Mr. Scro]>e relates f that Mr. George Dormer, of 
Stone Mills, in the parish of Bridport, put a female 
salmon which measured twenty inches in length, and 
was caught by him at his mill-dam, into a small well, 
■where it remained twelve years, became quite tame 
and familiar, so as to feed from the hand, and was vis- 
ited by many persons of respectability from Exeter and 
its neighborhood. 

The early Eomans extended their cultivation of the 
art of pisciculture to that of acclimation, or the breed- 
ing and raising of salt-water fish — probably those of 
anadromous habits— in lakes and fresh-water rivers. 

A recent writer,^ improving upon the fanciful theory 
advanced by Mr. McCartby,§ that the progenitors of 
Lake St, John's ouananiche were imprisoned above an 
impassable ban'ier at Chicoutimi, by some upheaval of 
nature which prevented their return to salt water and 

''Field Sports of the North of Europe; ComprUed in a Fertonai 
ydrratite "f a Beiiidejux in Saeden and Hbrwayin the rMr(lS27-28. 
2 voli. LondoD. 1830. 

\Day» and Nights of Salmon FisUitg in the Ticetd, by WUliam 
Scrope. Esq, Luodon, 1848, 

t Rev. .Tosepb Gamble, id a paper read before the Platlaburg Initf- 
February 4. 1895. 

g See The Leo^ng Ouananidie, by Mr. Eugene McCarthy (18M), 

p.n. 
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transformed them into ouananiche, suggests that the 
original ouananiche were enterprising emigrants from 
a former salt-water environment and voluntary set- 
tlers amid new surroundings. They have certainly 
l>een neither imprisoned nor landlocked against their 
will, bat it has not apparently occurred to the Rev. 
Mr. Gamble that the ouananiche, instead of being an 
immigrant or a settler, inhabits the home of its earliest 
ancestors, while the emigrant is the salmon of the sea, 
who when in salt water is a stranger and a sojourner, 
as all his fathers were while there. "It would seem 
to be a fact," he nevertheless says,"beyontl reasonable 
doubt, that at some past period of their piscatorial 
destiny a colony of salmon from the sea, well satis- 
fied with the depth of the waters and the abundance 
of food in the Saguenay. concluded to secede from 
their oceanic domain, and, remaining in their congenial 
environment, founded a kingdom of their own." There 
is more ingenuity in this theory than in that of im- 
prisonment or landlocking, for it does not, like the oth- 
er, presnppose conditions, the non-existence of which 
is patent enough to anybody who will take the trouble 
to visit the locality, and to descend the Saguenay from 
Lake St, John to tidal water at Chicontimi for the 
purpose of investigating for himself. But it has little 
else than this ingenuity and its novelty to recommend 
jt, and must be immediately abandoned when investi- 
gating the case of ouananiche in the inland waters of 
I-abrador. sometimes found above falls of a hundred or 
more feet in height. 

Despite the limite<i amount of competent observa- 
tion that has been bestowed upon the Canadian ouan- 
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anicbe, it may be safely concluded that, as in ths case' 
of the so - called landlocks of Sfaine, they do not 
descend to salt water in any considerable nuinberB, 
though, like them, they have usually uninterrupted 
communication with the sea — always towards it, and 
in some cases, as in that of Lake St. John and most of 
its tributary waters, in both directions. As Mr. At- 
kins says of the Maine fish, I am not aware that 
the descent of any of the ouananiche to the sea has 
been observed. But there are well-authenticated in- 
stances of solitary specimens having been found close 
to the salt water of the St. Lawrence in the lower 
stretches of the Saguenay. There is even a story of 
stragglers having been occasionally caught in Tadous- 
aac Bay. Ex-Lieutenanl^Governor Angers, of Que- 
bec, took a small ouananiche some years ago, while 
fishing for seortrout at the mouth of the Marguerite, 
some iif teen miles from Tadoussac ; and Mr. Walter 
Brackett, the famous fish artist of Boston, who could 
not possibly be mistaken in his specimen, reports the 
capture of others below his salmon waters upon the 
same stream. The lowest point in the Saguenay 
River in which there is w^ell-established record of the 
fish having been seen in any considerable number 
is in the vicinity of Chicoutimi, where many of them 
are annually taken at the foot of the lowest rapids of 
the river, and but a short distance from the head of 
steamboat navigation. That few if any of them de- 
scend to the sea is evident from the difference in color 
between their flesh and that of the sea-going salmon. 
The ouananiche prey upon the ouitouche and other 
small white fish found in the streams and lakes that 
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they inhabit. The deeper pink color of the flesh of 
the common SaJmo salar that comes of a salt-water 
diet, of which small red crustaceans and their eggs 
form the larger part, is at all times wanting in the 
onananiche. It is certain, too, that the ouananiche of 
Lake St. John is found in fresh water the whole year 
round. It is angled for from the middle of May to 
the middle of September, and throughout the whole of 
the winter season is taken from under the ice in nets, 
notably at Isle Konde, in Lake St. John — a pretty 
island from two to three miles distant from the mouth 
of the Grande Decharge. In LakeTschotagama, too, 
more than fifty miles north of Lake St. John by way 
of the Peribonca River, ouananiche are killed by the 
Indians at all seasons of the year. I have been un- 
able to ascertain that these fish have ever been taken 
in winter in rapid water, the bulk of the evidence that 
I have collected tending to prove that after spawning 
they retire to the deeper waters of the great inland 
lakes. It often happens, for instance, that specimens 
of the burbot or fresh-water eusk {Loia Americana) 
are taken out of Lake St. John through the ice, meas- 
uring three to four feet in length, and having within 
tliem the undigested carcases of recently swallowed 
ouananiche. 

Only until very recent times has much been known 
of the spawning habits and migrations of the ouana- 
niche. Charles Hallock, in 1892, described the wana- 
) (ouananiche) as spawning in the tributaries of 
I.ake St.John.* Mr.J.ti.A.Creightonpointsoutthat 
they evidently spawn also in the Grande D&hai^,+ 
n Game Fiiht-s. p. 25. t Idem, p, 87. 
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Both ftro undoubtedly correct. In the Grande D6- 
charge I have had exactly the same experience as 
Mr. Creigliton. But in addition to taking adults 
there in September with milt and ova well devel- 
oped and all other characteristics of the spawning 
salmon present, I have seen thousands of the fry in 
wrnie of the gravelly pools in the early summer. 
Though there is a well-established case recorded by 
Mr. Crcighton of ouananiche spawning in a small 
pool half-way up the wild falls in the Peribonca 
River known as the chute au diahle, I believe that they 
usually avoid the larger streams in selecting their 
spawning-grounds and deposit their ova in the shal- 
low water of the smaller rivers, where the newly 
hatched fry incur less danger of being snappetl up by 
the hungry pike {Esox iutdus), the water-wolf of Lake 
St. John and its larger tributaries. In the peculiar 
case mentioned by Mr. Creighton, parental instinct 
could scarcely have devised a safer spawning-bed for 
the immunity from this danger of the future fry. Kot 
many years ago, one of the best-known resorts of the 
ouananiche for the spawning season was the Salmoa 
River, a small tributary of the Asbuapmouchouan. 
The erection of a mill-dam upon the stream not far 
from its mouth, and the absence there of any fishway. 
have driven the fish elsewhere, and now perhaps the 
favorite tributary of the Ashuapraouchouan as a spawn- 
ing-ground for the ouananiche is the Riviere du Cran. 
Similarly conditioned feeders of the other large tribu- 
taries of Lake St. John are also resorted to for the 
same purpose. But there are spawning-beds for the 
fish in the lake itself, and, it is probable, in most 
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of the other large lakes connected with its tribu- 
tary waters. Around Isle Ronde, already referred to, 
and in other parts of Lake St. John, notably at some 
distance off Pointe Bleue, ouananicbe are found ia 
large numbers in the act of spawning, iu the month of 
October, after the fish of the rivers have ceased mn- 
Ding up them. In their selection of these spawning- 
beds it is probable that they count upon the sbalJow- 
Dess of the water to protect their spawn from pike, 
burbot, and other such deadly foes as roam the greater 
depths of the lake, seeking what they may devour. 
Another favorite resort of the ouananiche for spawn- 
ing purposes is fonnd a few miles up the Metabet- 
chouan from its mouth, at the foot of the large falls 
of that important stream, but at a sufficient elevation 
above the surface of Lake St. John to be secure from 
the presence of either pike or ling. The ouananiche 
ascend the river from the lake and surmount its lower 
falls in the early part of August. Towards the end of 
October, if not earlier, they commence to spawn, care- 
ful observation showing that the parent fish maka 
deep fnrrows in the sand or gravel by means of their 
noses and tails for the reception of their ova, exactly 
as in the case of the salmon from the sea. 

The little that was until lately known respecting 
the winter habitat of the ouananicbe and the locality 
of its various si)awning-beds is. after all, not more sur- 
prising than the absence of definite knowledge coa> 
oeming other fish life, under conditions naucli more fa- 
vorable for observation and study. Thus we have it on 
the statement of no less an authority than Professor 
Ramsay "Wright, of the University of Toronto, that 
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it is still (1892) uncertain whether the gaspereau or 
alewife {Clupea, pseudoharengun or vernalis), ivhich ap- 
pears abundantly every spring towards the end of 
April in Lake Ontario, and disappears just as suddenly 
in September or October, goes down to the ocean in 
the fall and returns thence ia the spring, or whether it 
merely retires to the deep waters of the lake ; though 
it was introduced there as long ago as 18T3, according 
to Dr. Bean, and then, it is said, accidentally, when 
the intention was to plant shad. The general impres- 
sion, however, among the fishermen is that the ale- 
wives are permanent inhabitants of the lake ; though 
this, if correct, is from choice rather than necessity^ 
there being no more obstruction to their descent to 
the sea than there is to that of the ouananiche from 
Lake St. John. 

A simitar scientific uncertainty existed as to the 
migrations of the salmon of Lake Ontario, now prac- 
tically a fish of the past, bat of exceeding abundance 
from thirty to forty years ago. The late Professor 
Baird, speaking at a conference of fish commissioners 
held in New York Oitj' in 1872, stated that it had not 
been determined whether the Ontario salmon went to 
the ocean and returned to the lake again each year; 
and subsequent to the date of the statement the 
decrease of tlie species in that water followed so 
rapidly that there have been few opportunities for 
observation. But just as in the case of the alewife, 
the bulk of the evidence favors the belief that the 
Lake Ontario salmon, instead of returning to the sea 
subsequent to spawning, after the manner of the fish 
in the coastal streams, simply retired to the deeper 
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portions of the lake. As a matter o£ choice, there- 
fore, it had become what is popularly known as a 
landlocked salmon, ditfering only in its habits, like 
the ouananiche, from the ordinary sea-salmon. Pro- 
fessor Goode claims that these differences in their life 
histories seem to justify the claim of the landlocked 
Balmon to be regarded as a variety of Salmo solar. 
Dr. David T. Jordan makes a similar claim on behalf 
of the ouananiche, unaware probably that, identical 
as it is with the sea-salmon, it has not even peculiari- 
ties of its own to distinguish it from the landlocked 

,lmon of Maine ; for Dr. Jordan has never fished for 
the ouananiche, has never had the opportunity of 
studying it in life, and claims to have no idea who 
the original discoverer of the variety was. The honor 
belongs to the Jesuit father De Quen, who as long 
ago as 1647 declared it to be a salmon. The authority 
for the use of its Indian name, in various phonetic 
spellings of the Montagnais word, has also come down 
to us from bygone centuries. The Jesuits in North 
America are believed to be responsible for the French 
orthography — "ouananiche." The Enghsh form — 

winania"* — is found in old documents of the earliest 
decade of the present century. The matter of nomen- 
clature in the present case belonging rather to the 
literature of the subject than to the science of ichthy- 
ology, it will readily be conceded that the action of 
one of the leading ichthyologists of the day in tracing 
back the authority for the present use of the Indian 

"For varioUG other forma eee the chapter entitled "The Phi- 
lolOK7 of tbe OuMBniche." 
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name to a publication issued but a year before, and to 
an author who first heard the word but five years 
earUer, is the result of an imperfect acquaintance 
with the Indian folk-lore and the Freneh-Canadita 
literature of the subject. The present author is com- 
plimented, nevertheless, by the spelling followed by 
Dr. Jordan, having vigorously contended for its adop- 
tion for over a decade past, and not without a fair 
measure of success, since it is now employed by the 
majority of writers in Shooting and J^ishinff, Forest 
and Stream, the London Field, American Fidd, and 
Tlie Fishing Gazette, of London. Other forms of 
the same word were employed to designate the fish 
by English-speaking writers almost a century ago, 
and by Hallock and Creighton nearly twenty yeara 
ago. Nothing can be more preposterous than the 
claims recently set up that the name is a new one 
and represents a new member of the salmon family. 
Neither of them was new to French-Canadians and 
Canadian Indians two hundred years ago. To the 
leading spirits in American angling and ichthyological 
science both have been for some time familiar. Agas- 
siz, in 1875, examined the ouananiche with Boardman 
and Putnam, and declared it to be identical with the 
so^aJled landlocked salmon of Maine. In 1879, or be- 
fore, Br. Hamlin declared the ouananiche the same as 
the sea-salmon. 

ilow the Atlantic salmon, the Canadian ouananiche, 
and the landlocked salmon of Maine appear to the 
eye of the artist, when compared, is related in the 
following extract from a letter addressed me by my 
good friend Mr. Walter M. Brackett, of Boston : "In 
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regard to the ouananiclie, or, as we call them, land- 
locked salmon, my first acquaintance with them dates 
back to 18(50 or 1S61 (I am not sure ivhich), when I 
visited Grand Lake stream, in the eastern part of the 
State of Maine, where they then existed in vast num- 
bers; and I have always retained a very vivid recol- 
lection of the wonderful sport which I enjoyed. The 
game character of the fish was a revelation, as np to 
that time I had not killed a Salmo salar. I made 
several careful studies of thera and brought home 
with me a few specimens, two of which I presented 
to Professor Louis Agassiz. They were the first ones 
he bad ever seen. After a careful examination he 
pronounced them to be landlocked salmon. One of 
the specimens is preserved in the Agassiz Museum at 
Cambridge. Several years after, on the occasion of 
my first visit to the St. Marguerite, I captured two 
fish which I at once recognized as identical with my 
earlier acquaintance at the Grand Lake stream. As 
to the difference between gi'ilse and ouananiche, I 
can only speak ss to their external appearance, never 
liaving dissected a specimen of either. This is very 
marked, as the eye of the ouananiche is much the 
larger, the profile rounder, the dark spots larger and 
much more numerous. The body at its juncture with 
the caudal is broader and flatter, and the head larger 
in proportion to the body. In fact, the grilse is much 
more of an aristocrat than his fresh-water cousin, be- 
ing finer in his proportions and much purer in color — 
due, no doubt, to his different habitat and food." 
The above and other variations that have been from 
[me to time reported in either the Canadian or Amer- 
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ican ouananiche are not sufficient to mark it as a 
distinct subspecies of Salmo salar. Tiiej doubtless 
all arise from the fact that the ouananiche differs in 
its life history from the salmon that runs down to 
the sea, and are not nearly as marked as are the dif- 
ferences between the brook-trout {Salmo salvelinus) 
taken from different streams. A subspeciiic name in 
science for the individuals that remain in fresh water 
may prove convenient, but, with all due respect to 
Dr. Jordan and Dr. Goode, different habits alone can- 
not constitute a different variety. 

Professor Samuel Garman, of the Museum of Com- 
parative Zoology, Cambridge. Mass., thus admirably 
illustrates, in the course of a recent letter, where such 
erroneous distinctions would lead us : " Our friends find 
some difficulty in accepting the conclusion that there 
never was a variety sehago. None the less it is the fact. 
As the variety was characterized, it included all the 
young of S. solar, and excluded only such adults aa 
had visited the sea. Similar distinctions would raako 
a different variety of the men in a crew out on a voy- 
age, returning with modified complexions; or a new 
species of those going out smooth-faced and returning 
Tvith whiskers." 

Anatomically there is no difference whatever between 
the ouananiche and the Sahnoaalar. The few distinctive 
points in external appearance noted by Mr. Brackett as 
serving to identify the ouananiche from grilse of similar 
size— local adaptations.as theyevidently are — apply,no 
doubt, with much greater force to the Maine fish, res- 
idents of placid water, and to the few junky " Canucks " 
that desert the rapids of la grande deckarge to fatten 
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in the lower and tidal Saguenay and to occasionally 
come to grief upon Mr. Bi-ackett's salmon tackle, than 
to the typical Canadian ouananiche of Northern rap- 
ids. Taken from one of the larger lakes in which it 
is found — whose waters would seem to afford it a 
home and abundance of food the whole year round — 
a ouananiche* will just about fit Mr. Krackett's de- 
scription, and balance the scales with a salmon from the 
sea of ef[ual length. The Indians have not failed to 
observe the close resemblance of these great lake fish 
to the Salrrw salar, and call them both " uchachoumac " 
(ushasbomck, or salmon). But take a ouananiche from 
the seething waters of la grande decharge, from the 
Caniapscow, the Koksoak, the Hamilton, the Natash- 
quan, the Musquarro, or other of the great rapid rivers 
of Labrador, or even from the swift, broad tributaries 
of Lake St. John, and, both in point of gameness and of 
beauty, he is as far ahead of his congener — painted for 
as with so much skill and vigor by Mr, Brackett — as 
a trout from the rapids of a mountain stream excels 
another of the same variety from a fish-fattening pond. 
The same general lines that form the contour of shapely 
beauty for the naiad of the angler— the most sym- 
metrical and most beautiful fish that swims, produc- 
ing a form most admirably adapted to rapid motion, 
even against powerful currents, by the regular tapering 
from the front of the dorsal fin both to the snout and 



* Those Kcqiminted with the pronunciatioD of " ountinniclie " 
(whon-Danlslie or wanDnnishe). and who know Ihat " ou " at tlie 
commenccmeat of a French word \% given the sound of " w," will 
Doderslaiid why I invariably use the article " a " before it iDstead 
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to the tail, and by the nearly equal convexity of back 
and belly — are coraraon to both salmon and ouananiche. 
But the ouananiche of the Grande D&harge and 
equally rapid waters elsewhere is an even more grace- 
ful, more active, and more athletic fish than the visitor 
to other streams from the sea, and is consequently 
somewhat longer and slimmer in shape. Thus, while a 
well-conditioned salmon twenty-five inches in length 
will exceed six pounds in weight, a ouananiche of the 
same length, taken from rapid water, will weigh little 
more than five pounds. Its fins are larger and stronger 
than those of the Salmo solar, to enable it to do more 
effective battle with its foes in the heavy rapids in 
which it is found. Its tail is unusually broad and 
affords it a wonderful leverage, the caudal fin of a six- 
pound specimen having shown a spread of eight and a 
half inches. The eye of the ouananiche is much larger 
than that of the ordinary salmon, the St. Andrew's 
cross marks upon the sides are closer together, and 
there are larger and more distinct black spots upon the 
gill-covers, in shape both round and irregular. 

Mr. J. G. Aylwin Creighton, of Ottawa, in his mono- 
graph of the fish in Shields's American Game Fishes, 
has furnished one of the most complete anatomical 
descriptions of the ouananiche yet published. I have 
verified it in almost every particular, and take pleasure 
in quoting the following extracts: 

"The prtopcreulum. or small bone (it the back of tliegill-cover. 
bas tie rounded corner characteristic of iLe salmon. The systein of 
dentition in the wanauishe ta precisely that of Ailmo saUir, but the 
leelh are larger and more numerous on the vomer and palatines. 
Thia is probahly a case of apeclflc adaptation, as the wananiaha 
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Hvee mucli oq smuU fisti, and. UDlike the sea-salmon vhc.a tbe ktlcr 
Is ia fresh water, b continually feeding. In some specimens I bave 
fouod a few teeth on the hyoid bone, though Jordnn and Gilbert 
{Sgiivpnt of Oie FUhet of Nortli Ameriea, 1883, p. 311), fallowing 
Gunther, give the absence of hyoid teeth as a chnracterlstic of 
the genus SdUir. The number of spinal Tertebrre ia 58-00 : of eit- 
eal appendages I liave counted from 30 to 60 in different specimens. 

"There ore ISOrowsof scales along tbe lateral line, 11-12 in a line 
from the edge of tlic adipose fin to ihc lateral line. TCbicb. if con- 
tinued, would pass just above Ihe pupd of the eye, and ia well 
marked. 

"The fins are proportionately much larger than in tlioaea-salmon. 
especially llic tail, which ia deeply forked in [he young flab, but 
only slightly lunntc in large adults. In a five-pound specimen It 
will have a spread of seven or eiglit inches ; in a thi'ee-pound fisli, 
six Inches. Tbe dorsal ia high and broad, tbe pectorals long. Tbe 
adipose fin Is unusually large, 

" The eye is remarkably large, about three -quarlera of an ioch ia 
diamet«T in the adult, with a pupil ii quarter of an Inch In diameter. 
These measuremcnU arc much greater than in the aeasalmon of 
fifteen to twenty pounds' weight. In tbe young flsb the back is of 
s bluish-olive when Just out of water, turning Into a silverish sleely 
blue,whicbcbatigcstoBilTerbclowliie medial line. The belly iapure 
white. The back is thickly maculated with black oval spoia. not 
verrniculated, as ia trout. On specimens under a bnlf-pound tliere 
ore uo X marks on the sides, but seven small, round, bright- scarlet 
spots, evenly spaced along the medial line, with an odditioaal one 
just alxive the pectoral fln. The durk-lilue parrbandlnga are eight 
in number, and about ihree-elgliths of au inch wide ; the bead ia 
deep bluish green, inclining to black; the gill-covers silver, with 
olive and green shading. Upon the operculum are two or three ir- 
regular, dusky olive, purple, and green patches, and two or three 
deep black, perfectly circular apnta of small size. The throat and 
bnutcbiostcgnis are white, shaded with dusky gray, inclining to 
lead-color. There are some blackish spats along the base of the 
doml. but none on the tail. The adipose fin ia blackish-blue. 

" la tlie fresh-run adult the culor runs from deep black on the 
back.tbrougbbluiahgreenoa tbe aides, to silver green at themeilinl 
Ifaw, and silvery wliite below that. When the fish Is Just out of the 
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water Ihe body-color is very iridesctnl, sbowiog green and purple 
bronze with a lint of rose. Tlie oval spoIB on the back are ao black 
and run so closely togcUicrfts to be hardly distlDBuUbable w lien tlie 
Sail Las been a short time out of water, but in the living Qsh, ob- 
aerved under waiet in a good light, they show ploinly upon the 
olive groucid-cnlor. The head is deep bluck on top. The ground- 
color of the gill covers la a deep-green bronze, with patches of dark 
purple and gieunisli aud blockish bronze on the operculum, whicli 
Las also three or four circular black spots of varying sizes, and 
generally one large irregular-shaped black spot on it. The lower 
juw and tbroal, 1o the gill, are of a leaden gray Id fine dots, thickly 
spread oua while ground. Adults are all marked on the body with 
block spots, either Irregular quadrilaterals or double X's, not the 
single X of the Atlantic salmon. I'bese spots do not come much 
below the medial line, and vary a grent deal in number and size in 
individuals. They do not sIjow on the gill-covers, tail, or dorsal 
fln, but the latter is usually thickly covered with circular black 

'■Thecoloringvariea somewhat with locality, age, and season, but 
there is no marked difference of it in the sexes, except at breeding- 
time, when the male, aa in other Sotmoitidit, is much brighter hued. 
In neither sex, however, b the change so great as in Saljno talar. 
The body-color becomes yellow or reddish, the white dirty, and the 
spots turn to rusty purplisli brown. The hooked lower jaw, loss of 
condition, poor quality of ftesh, indisposition to feed, and sluggish- 
ness of temperament, that characterize the spawning salmon, are 
well marked in the wauauiabe." 

Tiie graceful proportions anti splendid condition of 
the adult ouananicUe, found in rapid ivater in the 
spring of the year, are not more remarkable than the 
beauty of its coloring. Clothed, indeed, in purple and 
£nest silver, it undoubtedly fares sumptuously every 
day. In its various hues it reflects every shade of its 
natural surroundings, from the indigo-colored storm- 
clouds to the rose tints of the setting sun, from the 
purple haze over the distant hills to the pale-green 
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foliage of the bursting buds, from the darkest views 
of the deepest holes that it frequents — the olive and 
bronze of the floating water weeds and the gray of 
the surrounding rocks, to the silver sheen of the moon- 
beajns, the white-topped rapids, and foam-flecked, eddy- 
ing pools. 

Mr. Charles Hallock's description of a five-pound 
ouananiche — a July fish, which appeared in the 
American AngUr of July, 1SS9 — is as follows : " Ilis 
belly was silvery white, sides gray, and baclt black 
as ink. He had round black spots on his gills, XX 
mai'ks on his sides ami shoulders, and a combination 
of both on bis body. Head, 1 to 6 in proportion 
to length of body; dorsal fin, 13; ventnil, 9; anal, 
9; pectoral, 15 ; caudal, 21." 

The unreliability of considering alone the number 
of fin-rays in the determination of species is well il- 
lustrated in the case of the ouananiche. In liis Fish- 
ing Touristy published in 1S73, Mr. Hallock, at page 
179, gives the number of rays in the first dorsal fin 
of both ouananiche and landlocked salmon as 17. 
This is probably, however, a mistake, the usual num- 
ber being 13, as given by him in 1889, though Mr. 
Creighton gives 12 to the Lake St. John fish and 11 
to its congener of Labrador. The author has counted 
18 rays in the dorsal of a skin brought to him by 
Mr. A, P. Low from the Hamilton River, in the in- 
terior of Labrador, and 13-14 in the Lake St. John 
fish examined by him; the other fins usually giving 
him : pectoral. 13-14 ; ventral, 9 ; anal, 10 ; caudal, 24. 
Mr. Creighton found : pectoral, 14 ; ventral, 9 ; anal, 
9-10 i caudal not given. 
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Professor Garman has been good enough to supply 

me with the result of bis examination of seventeen 
specimens of the ouananicbe, of which three were 
Canadian and the remaining fourteen American. 
Here it is : 

J)or»aL AnaL 

Lake St. John 13 11 

14 11 

14 11 

Lake Sebago, Me 13 11 

Grand Lake Stream, Me 14 11 

Grand Lake, Me 13 11 

" 13 11 

Milltown, Me 13 10 

•• 14 11 

*' 15 11 

Schoodic Lakes 18 11 

" 13 11 

13 11 

14 11 

13 11 

13 

15 11 






It should be explained that the short rays at the 
front of each fin are included. The split ray, the 
hindmost of the fin, counts as a single one. The 
professor remarks, and what be says is authoritative : 
" Unless you have a number of specimens that give 
an average lower than that of ordinary Salmo salar^ 
variation of a single ray in a specimen means but 
little. Variations of a ray or two, more or less, may 
be expected on individuals from any locality." Jor- 
dan and Gilbert give the Salmo solar: dorsal, 11; 
Qinal, 9. 



I 
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Those who have had opportunities for ohservation, 
acd the necessary knowledge for even the most ele- 
mentary comparative study of the ouananiche, need 
no other authority for the statement that it is a per- 
fect salmon of the well-known Salmo salar variety. 
But so much absurd imagination has been indulged 
in respecting the fish by many who have never seen 
it, and 80 much arrant nonsense written by others, 
who having seen it have contented themselves with 
wild speculation rather than careful observation, that 
it was deemed advisable to have an unassailable pro- 
nouncement from undoubted authority upon the cor- 
rect classification of the fish. And so it came about 
that in the autumn of 1893 I forwarded fresh speci- 
mens of the Lake St. John ouananiche for identifica- 
tion to Professor Samuel Garman, of the Museum of 
Comparative Zoology, at Cambridge, Mass., who gives 
the result of his examination of them in the follow- 
ing interesting letter: 

"Ut dear Bir, — After a conaUkrable but uniivulilable ilvlny. 
whicU it ia hoped fou will kindly pardou, yciur Hahes arc taken ia 
band. Tliey arrived io good condition, some or the Ice remnining. 
Ai ;ou niggesttd. a couple of tests were prepared in tbe kltcbcn. 
Whether it was boiled and eaten witb aauce or broiled, all present 
at Uie tabic concurred in ibo opitiion that tbe Lake St. JoLn ounim- 
niche WHS delicious. The Besb was Dot so fat or so red as tbat of 
tbe Salmo talar we are used to liavliig from llie sua. Lete of Uie 
oilloess was, to m; own taste, rather Id its favor. The deeper pink 
of the meat and the difference in flavor and in fulness of tbe marine 
specimens is due lo the difTureitce in the food supplies. 

" Now in regard to speclQc Idcotlty : I see nothing by which to 
dieiing<ii£li the fish of Lake St. John from Sihno mlar as represented 
hy specimens from New Brunswick and Maine, or other New Eng- 
land Slates. It may prevent mi sunders landing if it is explained 
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that I take the fresh-water hidividuals, including, of course, those 
truly landlocked as commonly designated, to be the better repre- 
sentatives of the species 8, talar. As you are well aware, no dis- 
tinctions are made between young bom of parents that have returned 
from the sea and those of others which have never been there. Prop- 
agation takes place, so far as now known, only in the fresh waters, 
and the fact that some individuals leave them for a time, becoming 
somewhat modified by so doing, neither gives rise to a different 
species nor even a different variety. The change is simply varia- 
tion of an individual, whicli variation is not at all a necessity for 
the continued existence of the species. 

######## 
** Believe me, gratefully yours, 

"Samuel GARiiiAN." 

Those writers who, having little regard for the 
anatomy of the fish, have claimed for the ouananiche 
the honor of a distinct variety from the ordinary 
Salmo salary base the claim upon its apparent want 
of anadromy and its smaller size. So " Piscator," in 
The Complete Angler^ the same who amuses us by 
the statement that pike are bred of pickerel-weed, is 
made to say of a supposed large trout : " Whether this 
were a salmon when he came into the fresh water, 
and his not returning into the sea hath altered him 
to another color or kind I am not able to say." And 
many modern Waltons find no difficulty in deciding 
that different habits alone constitute a different va- 
riety. Garman is exceedingly clear upon the point 
that no new variety is given rise to by the fact that 
some individuals leave for a time the fresh water 
in which they are propagated, " becoming somewhat 
modified by so doing." The " modified " individuals 
herein referred to being the familiar Atlantic salnion, 
and the further statement flowing from Professor 
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Oarman that he " takes the fresh - water individuals, 
inclading of coarse those truly landlocked, as com- 
monly designated, to be the better representatives of 
the species Salmo solar ^-^ the famous American zoologist 
may fairly be classed as a member of the large and 
influential school of ichthyologists that regards the 
Atlantic salmon as originally but a fresh -water fish, 
which has acquired the habit of wandering from the 
crystal Eden in which it was created, into the salt 
wilderness of the sea, by its acquisition of a taste for 
the fleshpots of the briny deep. In the sea its in- 
creased voracity finds extended opportunities of in- 
dulgence, and the unlimited food supply tends to its 
rapid development in size. The authorities who 
hold to the theory that salmon were, from the be- 
ginning, residents of the sea, that simply ascend to 
fresh water to spawn, claim that the smaller individ- 
uals constantly found in inland or landlocked waters 
are a deteriorated variety, consequent upon a change 
of habitat and diminished food supply. The difference 
in size between adult specimens of the salmon fresh 
from the sea and those of the ouananiche may of 
course be made to fit either of the above theories. 

No argument against the identity of the ouananiche 
with the Salmo salar can be reasonably based upon 
disparity in size, for no more natural result than ar- 
rested development or a dwarfing of the variety could 
follow its subjection to unfavorable conditions. We 
have an instance of this in the alewives of Lake 
Ontario, introduced there, as already stated, in 1873. 
On the Atlantic coast, the average length of this 
species is eleven to twelve inches, but in Lake Ontario 
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no individuals of such large size are seen, and the 
average length is very much less. Dr. Hugh M. Smith 
says that of several thousand specimens examined by 
him fi-om this lake in 1S91 none were found to be 
over seven inohes long, and the average was less than 
six inches. He adds : '" This stuntingot growth, which 
is said to be gradually beooniing more marked, has no 
doubt been prcxtuoed by the unnatural conditions to 
which the fish iiit' Bubjortoii. The extent to which this 
dwiirHnjl hns >roii« m»V bo readily judged when it is 
gtiitmi tiiiit tiBli only fi>ur or five inches long have 
been oiilinlit "itli ripe spawn.*'* That the fresh- 
Wfttor paliHou of the I^ke St. John country rarely 
BttttinH 111 mom than one-fourth or one-fifth of the 
uliw of Ihn iulmon that go down from neighboring 
WdtHW to tho sea need excite no surprise, in view of 
th(i wnlloBtablishetl fact that under conditions unfa- 
vorable to continued development the alewife of Lake 
Ontario has in less than twenty years become dwarfed 
to one-lialf its former size. 

An^lera have gone to Lake St. John for ouananiehe 
who liati fished for its American congener in Maine, 
where it is popularly termed landlocked salmon. Be- 
cause of the difference in the sport of catching the 
two fish they could scarcely bo persuaded that there 
was no varietal distinction between them. "While the 
fresh -water salmon of Uaine is largely a bottom 
feeder, save in the spring of the j-ear, when the water 
that it inhabits is still cold, its Lake St. John kinsman 

* " Repnrt on an Investigntioa of tbe Fislicrica of Lake Oalario " 
by Hugh M. Smith. JID., ta the Batklia of Utt C. &. fUk C 
limi, Tol. X.. p. 138. 
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rises to the 8y, raore or (ess, all tbe summer through. 
It is also true that the Maine fish grows to a much 
larger size than the ouananiche of Canada; but it is 
a ouananiche all the same. " The ' landlocked salmon ' 
of the Game Ia«'," sajs the 1306 Keport of the New 
York Fish and Game Commission, "is no other than 
the sea-salmon with a fresh-water habitat." 

And Mr. A. N. Cheney, the present State Fish Guit- 
arist of New York, wrote some time ago in Forest and 
Stream : 

■'Wbetlier they are caller! landlocked snlmon in Ihe United 
Stnles, or ounaBtiicLe in Cnnadn. they are not a variety, but ilie 
species itself. They are not landlocked anlraon, for wherever 
tuund they can go to Bea if lliey hare the desire, as tlie way is 
(ipea, and in all prohabillty they tvere called ouannoiclic before 
they were called landlockeii salmon. We really need but one 
comnnoD name for a single species of fish, aa a rule ; but to distin- 
guisb tlie salmon that go to sea from those that remain in fresh 
water It is necessary to have two, and which Is the best for the 
fresh-waicr fish, ouunaniche or landlocked siilmon ? And which 
holds tlie age ? I Toled for ouananiche, no matter where (he flsh 
is found, and so used the word. "Trout" sufficiently describes 
fantinaU't whether the Ssh is two ounces In weight in Pike County, 
Pennsylvania, eight pounds in weight in the Baliscan, in Canada, 
or twelve pounds in weight in Jlooselucmaguntic Lake, in Maine. 
The big-mouth black boss is not to be envied because it Is an 
Oswego bass io New York, a chub in Virginia, and a trout in 
Floridn. 

" If tberc is danger of International complications arising over this 
name we could say the ouanaoicho of Canada and the ouananiche 
of the United States, to separate one from tbe other. Wlien the 
country is in a depressed Blat« and economy is in order, it Is a good 
lime ro reduce the number of common Dames of some of our Hsbcs 
that lead only to confusion and bad language on the part of some 
of our Daherraen, as for iuatunce when ihey find that a pike-perch 
may Ik, according to the waters in which It resides, a dory or a 
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dor6 ; a yellow pike or a green pike ; a wall-eyed pik6 or a glass- 
eye ; a horofif b or okaw ; a Jack-salmon or a plain salmon. 

" Unless served with an injunction, I wish hereafter to write of 
the fresh-water salmon, whenever I have occasion to do so, as the 
ouananiche, no matter in what waters it may be found." 

The pnblication in recent years of a mass of er- 
roneous information, not only in regard to the iden- 
tity, the origin, and the habits of the ouananiche, but 
also as respects its name, the alleged diflSculty of its 
capture, and its geographical distribution is no doubt 
largely due to the enthusiasm of anglers, to whom its 
game qualities were a revelation and itself a new va- 
riety. In their ardor they never stopped to inquire 
whether, and to what extent, it had been known to 
others, thus recalling the observation placed in the 
mouth of Ilalieus, in Sir Humphry Davy's Salmoiiia : 
" When we are ardent, we are bad judges of the effort 
wo make ; and an angler, who could be cool with a 
now species of Salmo^ I should not envy." 

Dr. Henry Van Dyke, in his paper on " Trout-fish- 
ing in the Traun," reprinted in LitOe Rivers, de- 
scribes the lachs'fordle, or trout of Lake Griindlsee, 
as a flsh not unlike the landlocked salmon of the 
Saguonay. Ho speaks of it as having silver sides 
mottled with dark spots, a square, powerful tail, and 
largo flns. 

Not very long ago a suggestion that the fish found 
in a lako near the cascades of the Columbia, on the 
Pacific coast, were nearly akin to the ouananiche, ap- 
poaroil in one of the sportsmen's papers. As the 
Salmomlar is unknoNvn to the waters of that coast, 
the flsh roforroil to cannot possibly be the ouananiche. 
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unless, as is most improbable, it has been transplant- 
ed there. 

The existence of fresh -water Bpecimens of the At- 
lantic salmon in certain lakes of Sweden has been 
known for upwards of thirty years; and more than a 
quarter of a century ago, the ouananiche of a chain of 
Xew Brunswick lakes, emptied by the St. Croix, were 
described in Stewart's Quarterly by J. Hurry Venning 
over the nom-de-plume of "An Old Angler." Their 
identity, however, bad not at that time been estab- 
lished, and Mr. Yenning, who was a delightful writer 
upon all subjects connected with field sports, was at a 
loss whether to classify the fish as a distinct species 
from Salmo solar, or as a merely degenerated progeny, 
by some means imprisoned in the lakes and debarred 
from access to the ocean. He admitted that so many 
difficulties opposed the latter theory that he was 
inclined to adopt the former, and to consider these 
lake fish as a distinct si>ecic3 peculiar to St, Croix 
waters, or not yet observed in othei-s. 

Comparative examination would have proved the 
identity of these fish with the salmon from the sea. 
But then, as now, most men preferred to judge fish 
by their size, their habits, or their habitat, rather than 
by their structural resemblance or differences. And 
it had not probably occurred to investigators, at that 
time, to account for the existence of salmon, the whole 
year round, in fresh water having uninterrupted com- 
munication with the sea by any other supposition 
than that of distinct variety, and least of all by the 
theory that the salmon was originally a fresh-water 
fish, only some specimens of which had acquired the 
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habit of anadromy. So universal waa the belief that 
it i\-aB mainly a sea fish, whose presence in fresh water 
was only for the reproduction of its species ! 

Even as late as 1883, so excellent an authority upon 
the salmon as Mr. Charles G. Atkins, of Maine, was ap- 
parently of the belief that the migratory fish was the 
normal type of Salmo salar. lie strenuously, however, 
upheld the fact that there are no specific differences 
between S. solar and the salmon of the Scboodic 
Lakes, as the following extracts will show, taken from 
a paper prepared by him for the London Exhibition 
of 1SS3, at the request of Professor S. F. Baird: 

" The salmon of the Schoodic Lnkes belongs to the group termed 
land locked salmon, whose distiiigulahiiig iruit is the absence of 
the habit of tnigraiiiig to the eea. It bus been regarded by natu- 
raliala unlli recently as a distinct species from the sea- going salmon 
(i^i'niQMlar). but the most recent researches of American icbtbjolo- 
gisiahave led to the conclusion thai there are no specific dlSereucea 
between tlie two. 

" Doubtless Ibe alwenco of the migratory instinct is at tiie Ijottom 
of most of Ibe variations from Ihc normal type of Salmo talar which 
Ibe landlocked salmon exhibits. The lakes afford a far poorer 
feeding-ground than the sea; bence, perhaps, the diminuliTC size 
and leaner flesh of llie landlocked fialmon. Its lower tone of color, 
less permanent semnl marks, and greater liability to ovarian 
discaiie. aa wcli as different liabits of feeding, may perhaps be 
referable to the same general cauaeH. There are some other pecu- 
liarities which are not so easily explained. For instance, the eggs 
of the kndlockcd salmon arc very considerably larger than those 
of the sea-salinoD, and the same is trite of tiie very young fry. 

"My obaervations on the young of the Sebago landlocked salmon 
lead me to tbink that their growth is more rapid tbaii that of the 
anadromnus salmon, for, among other things. I have seen specimens 
more tlian a foot long sliil bearing plainly on their sides dark, 
transverse bands cliaracleristic of young salmon. But tbis may be 
explained in auotber way. It may tie that the landlocked fish stm- 
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plj- retain tlic murks of the immature alagea to a later period of life. 
This view is supported by anolher tact tliat I liave observed — 
namely. Uist tbe dark bunds are never completely obliterated from 
Uie aides of the Inniilocked salmon, being always very distinct, 
even in adult specimens, on the under-side of tbe skin, a plieiiome- 
aaa whicli I have sought for in vain among ttie migratory anluioQ. 

"The landlocked salmon, though smaller and kuner than his 
anadromoua brother, is yet not a poor fish. His flesh is fat and 
ricb, and of a more delicate flavor, la game quiilillea be Is, for 
his size, quite the peer of the larger salmon, and affords keen sport 
to the fly-fisheroniQ. He is, therefore, much sought after, taking, 
perhaps, in public favor, the lead of ail frcah-wnter species. 

"The natural rauge of tlie landlocked siilmon iu the United 
States Is very much restricted. Li^aving out of the question tbe 
salmon fomitrly frequenting the rivers tributary to the great lakes, 
OotBTfo. and Cbamplaiu, the extent of tvliose migration is a matter 
of doubt, we find them only in four limited dlstricla, all in the Siiite 
of Maine — namely, the PresunipscoC River, in Cumberland and Ox- 
ford Councies; the Sebec (a tributary of the Peuobscol), in Piscat- 
aquia County ; the Union River, in Hancock County • and the St. 
Croi«, in Waalilnglon County. There are some minor differences 
bctvreen the Qsh of tbese several districts, of which, perhaps, tlint 
of sue ia most notable. The Sebago and Union River flsh are 
much larger on the average than those of the Schec and St. Crois. 
The Sebago salmon average at the spawning-season 4 to 5 pounds' 
veight (or Uie males and a pound less for the females, while 
specimens of 13 and 14 pounds' weight are not rare, and there is 
even on record one of ITi pounds. The Union River flsh arc about 
the same siwi. The St. Crois fish vary in Ihe matter of weight in 
different parts of their range, but the average weight of either sex 
at Grand Ijike Stream is a little less than 3 pounds. Specimens of 
i>ver C pounds arc rare, and none is on record of over 10 pounds." 

It is proper to remark that since the paper from 
which the above extracts are taken was written, the 
distribution of the ouananiche in the United States 
has been largely extended, bj tbe planting of the fish 
in waters of New York and New Hampshire. 
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The fiwt noted by Mr. Atkins, that the eggs of the 
fresh-water salmon are much larger than those of the 
sea-salmon, attracted my notice some years ago, and I 
have endeavored, but unsucoessfuUv, to establish a rea- 
son therefor. Professor Ramsay Wright, of the Bio- 
logical Department of the University of Toronto, to 
whose notice I brought the matter, suggested that, in 
some cases, the larger size of the egg probably means 
delaved hatchino^ from climatic conditions. 

It is strange that this difference has not been seized 
upon as an argument against the identity of the sal- 
mon and the ouananiche« so absurd have been most 
of the reasons in support of such contention by those 
who uphold it. 

Of the attempts that have been made to introduce 
the ouananiche into English waters, some, at least, 
have proved unsuccessful. F. A. W. Whitmore, writ- 
ing in the London //VW of November 23, 1S95, on the 
proposal to plant so-calleil landlocked salmon-frv in 
the upper portions of the Severn, recalls the fact that 
three years previously, the Rev. H. B. W. Whitmore 
obtained a quantity of ova from the Uniteil States, 
successfullv hatcheil nearlv all the eirss, and turned 
out the fry into the highest of five large pools, of 
which the overflow is into the Severn. When the 
water was draineil off in a subsequent season only 
one of the fish was found, the others, in the opinion 
of the writer, having gi^ne to the sea as samlets. 
"If he can follow his instincts," continues Mr. Whit- 
more, in speaking of the ouananiche, *'he is not 
disposed to abide in one place, and will, I think, 
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prove to be as migratory a fish as the salmon, his 
ancestor." 

The habits of the Canadian ouananiche, which has 
always unobstructed access to the sea, disprove the 
conclusions at which the above writer has arrived. 
Because the salmon of the sea is not and could not 
have been its ancestor, but is rather its wayward child, 
migration is not among the instincts of the ouana- 
niche, except under unnatural conditions, such as we 
presume it must have found itself surrounded by in 
the English waters from which it so promptly disap- 
peared. Its environment was undoubtedly at fault, 
and something was evidently wanting in the necessary 
conditions of either the lake and river bed, the tem- 
perature of the water, or the character and extent of 
the food supply. 
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PHILOLOGY OF THE OUANANICHE * 



The Indian origin of the name of the fish was re- 
ferred to in the opening chapter of the book. The 
well-known Montagnais missionary, Father Arnaud, 
of the Oblats, one of the best living authorities on the 
Indian dialects spoken in the land of the ouananiche, 
traces the word back to the same aboriginal dialect as 
the names " Canada," " Quebec," " Stadacona." ''Kan- 
atats! KanatatsP'^ — according to Father Arnaud, 
'• They are strangers," or " Who are they ^ — exclaimed 
the aboriginal inhabitants of what is now Quebec when 
they caught sight of the first European arrivals in the 
St. Lawrence ; and " Kanata," or " Canada," was thus 
understood by the new-comers to bo the name of the 
country, and was so applied. The Indians' next ex- 
clamation was, ^'Kepek! KepekT (*^ Disembark I'' or 
" Come ashore I"), and being mistaken by the French- 
men for the name of the promontory behind the na- 
tives, upon which the upper town of Quebec is now 

* Much of the contents of this chapter lins been drawn from the 
author's paper entitled ''Tiie Philology of the Ouanauicbe — A Plea 
for the Recognition of Priority in Nomenclature," read for him 
by George Stewart. L.D., LL.D.. D.C.L., F.U.G.S., F.R.S.C., be- 
fore the Royal Society of Canada, in May, 1894. 
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bailt, or of the Indian settlement close by, " Kepec," 
or " Quebec," it has remained ever since, though its 
Montagnais name was and is still Opishtikoiat, or 
Ouapishtikoiats, or " "White Cape/' the French equiva- 
lent of which, ^^ Cap Blanc,*' is still applied to a por- 
tion of the city lying in the shadow of the great rock 
crowned by the CitadeL Studacona^ or Stadakonn^ 
another name applied by the Indians to the environs 
of Quebec, signifies "the crossing over the floating 
wood," and was so employed because, upon the site 
of what is now a part of Saint Rochs suburbs, the 
mouth of the St. Charles was usually encumbered with 
driftwood, upon which the natives were in the habit 
of crossing the bay. 

The popular translation of the Montagnais oitana- 
niche is " little salmon." Not until very recently did 
it occur to me to investigate the correctness of a habit 
which upon more than one occasion I have followed, 
and that upon the authority of some of the Indians 
themselves. I am now in a position to assert that the 
Montagnais name for salmon — the salmon of the sea 
— is not ouanan at all, but ouchachoumac^ or ou-sha- 
shu-mak. It is true that iche is a Montagnais diminu- 
tive, but the Montagnais equivalent for "little sal- 
mon " would rather be ouchachoumaciche than ouana- 
niche, and the Indians even now often apply their 
name for the Salmo solar to particularly dark-colored 
and extra large specimens of the ouananiche found in 
certain lakes, as we shall see later. To their ordinary 
fresh-water salmon they applied a specific name, call- 
ing it ouananSj or the abbreviated form, unans — each 
pronounced " wannan," " whonnan," or " whennan." 
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Ouanans is supposed by some authorities to have 
originally signified locality. According to others it ia 
a corruption of ouen-af (pronounced "when-na"}— a 
Montagnais interrogative. Used in the sense of " Look 
there! What is that?" it is not difficult to imagine 
how oufw-a or ouan-a, uttered by Montagnais fisher- 
men as they pointed to large fish seen feeding upon the 
flies on the scum-covered pools, came in time to be em- 
ployed for the name of that particular variety which, 
more than any other in the territory in which it is 
found, is fond of disporting itself upon the surface of 
the water. Ouananiche are often seen sailing around 
their favorite pools with their dorsal fins out of 
their native element. The diminutive form of this 
word is now almost universally employed in speak- 
ing of the fish, perhaps because the latter offers no 
exception to the angler's general experiences that the 
big fish are few and far between. Or can it be that 
there is an element of truth in the Indian reports of 
the deterioration in size of their fresh-water salmon, 
and that in former ages these fish were so much larger 
that all their descendants of the present day must be 
classed as little ouanans? French -Canadian fisher- 
men, settlers, and guides in the land of the ouananiche 
call it h Bmimon (the salmon) perhaps oftener than 
they employ the Indian name, and from their petit 
tiaumon (little salmon), and the knowledge that the 
Montagnais ic/ie is a diminutive, may have originated 
1 fashionable error of jumping to the conclusion 
"ouananiche" is an Indian equivalent for little 
Were it indeed so, the constructors of the 
3 would simply have builded better than they knew. 
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It has been already pointed out in tiie opening 
cliapter that " ouananicbe " is not to be found in 
any of the dictionariea. In all future editions, how- 
ever, it is bound to find a place. Throughout the 
entire realm of the best modern angling litei-ature 
it has superseded all other forms of the word. So 
far only the Century Dictionary and the 1892 edi- 
tion of Webster's have given any form of the fish's 
name, and they both agree ujwn "winninish," though 
they differ in its definition. To Dr. ELUott Coues — 
a most eminent authority — was intrusted the super- 
vision of the zoological terms in the Century, and he 
was assisted in ichthyology hy the very capable Pro- 
fessor Theodore N. Gill. Yet in this instance there 
is no justification for either their orthography or defi- 
nition. The "winninish" is called "the Schoodio 
trout," and upon turning up the word " tront," with 
its various qualifying terms, I am amazed to find that 
the Schoodic trout is declared to be identical with 
" the great lake trout." This is about equivalent to 
defining" winninish" as Salvelinus namaycush ! That 
eminent philological authority, Webster's Dictionary, 
one at least of whose proprietors, Mr. A. G. Merriam, 
of Springfield, is an accomplished angler who has cul- 
tivated the acquaintance of the ouaoaniche in the 
Grande Decharge of Lake St. John, gives the defi- 
nition of "winninish" as follows: "The landlocked 
variety of the common salmon (Canada)." It may 
at first sight appear presumptuous to criticise the 
professional work of so justly recognized an author- 
ity upon his favorite branch of science as Professor 
Addison E. Verrill, of Yale University, who con- 
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r dacted the revision of the zoological terms ia the 
1892 edition of Webster; but I have no hesitation in 
^ declaring that neither the orthography "winninish" 
I nor yet the definition above quoted is the best avail- 
I able. The ouananiche of Lake St. John is not a 
" landlocked " salmon at all, as I have already sbown. 
In all waters tributary to Lake St. John it has free 
access to the sea. The better definition of the name 
of the fish when limited, as it is in Webster, to speci- 
mens having a Canadian habitat, would be ■' the fresh- 
water salmon of Lake St. John and Labrador," or 
, "the fresh-water salmon of the Labrador peninsula." 
j The mistake of calling the ouaimniche a landlocked 
salmon is a common one, and nearly as old as the 
literature of the subject. It is somewhat remarkable 
I that while " winninish" is treated in Webster's as of 
f Canadian origin, it is applied by the Century to an 
American fish. It is a form of tlie word that can 
claim to have been employed by authorities not want- 
ing in respectability in addition to the leading diction- 
aries already quoted from. It appears at page 445 
[ of Dr. Gootle's Avierlcan Fishes, and in the scien- 
tific paper upon the " Fishes of Ontario," by Dr. 
Ramsay Wright. F.II.S.C., published in 1S92 with 
the report of the Ontario Fish and Game Commis- 
sion. Like the greater number of the score or more 
of different spellings of the fish's name that I have 
oollected, " winninish" ia a poor attempt to anglicize 
the original, and to represent phonetically its Indian 
I pronunciation by means of Enghsh orthography. 

Some of the French residents about Lake St. John 
I pronounce the word as if its first syllable were '* ouin " 
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instead of " ouan,'' and give the "i" its English sound; 
thus, "win" instead of " wan," the "ou," of course, 
having the force of our " w." Thus have originated 
many of the varying forms of the word. 

It is rather remarkable tliat Mr. W. li. Gerard, in 
an article in the New York Sun of July 30, 1S95, on 
"Adopted Indian Words," should give "wininish" as 
"the name of a fish of the Northern lakes, from Ojib- 
vea'winin,' fat, and the derogatory suffix 'ish.'" It 
ifl quite true that because the ouananiche does not go 
down to fatten itself in the sea like its congener, the 
Siilino salar, but spends all its life in the rapid waters 
of inland streams, it is often much slimmer in shape 
tlian the ordinary salmon, wliile as to its lack of " fat- 
ness" in another sense, all who have opened, cooked, 
or eaten it will agree that there is less oihness about 
it than in the case of the ordinary salmon. However 
near this form of the name may come, nevertheless, 
to the Ojibwa equivalent for leanness, or lack of fat, 
the ciroymstanco is only a coincidence. I have yet to 
loarn of tlie name having been applied to fish in any 
part of the country in which the Ojibwa language 
over held sway, or to any otlier fish anywhere, than 
the frosh-water, dwarfish salmon of northern Canada 
and the northoastern States that never goes out to 
sen. "Wininisli" is not from the Ojibwa dialect at 
all. but simply an English corruption of the original 
I'runch 8p<>Ilinfi of the Montagnais *' ouananiche.'' 

Thoroaro many reasons forpreferring" ouananiche" 
to all the other forms of the name. It is true that its 
orthography is French, but French was the original 
■pelling of the written word. The name of the fish is. 
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of coarse, Indian, but tbe various sounds of the spoken 
language of the Montagnais and Nascapee tribes were 
unrepresented in writing until the a,rrival of French 
missionaries in Canada. These latter reduced the 
spoken language of the Indians to writing, using for 
the purpose their own French alphabet and system of 
orthography. They transferred to paper their ety- 
mology of the sound of this fish's name, and their 
pictorial representation of the spoken Indian word re- 
mains to this day a perfect philological reflex of the 
musical vibrations produced by its pronunciation. No 
English spelling represents as faithfully the Indian 
name as does the original French form — " ouananiche." 
The latter is the orthography employed by the present 
French and Indian guides of Lake St. John. It is 
found in both the best English and the best French 
literature produced in tbe Province of Quebec, where 
tbe name originated, as well as in the official reports 
of the Crown Lands Department of the provincial gov- 
ernment, in the officially promulgated game laws of 
the Province of Quebec, and in the voluminous mass 
of literature pertaining to the sporting resorts of this 
Jforthem country issued by the Quebec and Lake St. 
John Railway Company. Vandal linguists who have 
attempted to angUcize phonetically the a|ipropriate and 
original orthography of the Indian sound have only 
succeeded in creating confusion, as I am aboat to 
show, by erecting a Babel composed of more than a 
score of different spellings of the same word. Uni- 
formity in the matter need never be lotiked for upon 
the basis of any one of the many anglicized forms of 
the word. In French-Canadian literature, as well as 
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in the Canadian and provincial government reports, 
"ouananiche" it is, and "ouananiclie" it will remain. 
The same ia true of much of the best literary work 
done in recent years by those English-speaking aporta- 
men who have devoted any considerable attention to 
the fish and to the sport which it affords the angler ; 
as, for instance, of Baedeker's Ilandhook to Canada, of 
the articles in Blackwood's Magu^sine and iheFidd, 
by Lieut.-Col. Andrew C. P. Haggard, D.S.O., and of 
numerous contributors to the columns of periodical 
angling literature. The editorial writei-s in both Shoot- 
ing and Fishing and Forest and Stream, and in par- 
ticular that prominent authority upon all that con- 
cerns fish and Ashing — Mr. A. Nelson Cheney, of Glens 
Falls, State Fish Culturist of New York — invariably 
employ "ouananiche." The latter mentioned gentle- 
man has, in fact, declared his intention of applying it 
to the Bo-called *' landlocks" of both the United States 
and Canada. It does not appear that there is the 
slightest structural difference between the Eastern 
fresh-water salmon of the two countries, and if we are 
to have one generic name for both that of "ouana- 
niche " would seem open to no objection. " Land- 
locked salmon," in the strict literal sense of the term, 
they are not, and " Sebago salmon " or " Schoodic sal- 
mon" would be appropriate only to the fish of a 
restricted habitat, and not at all to the fresh-water 
salmon of Canada. If scientific accuracy demands in 
this case the use of a trinominal, I believe that " Salmo 
aalar (ouananiche)" is infinitely preferable to "Salrno 
»alar, variety Sebago." 
Kit Clarke has adopted the name " wininnish," 
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which is to be found both in The Practical Angler 
and in WAerc th^ Trout Hide, as well as in tlie many 
charming contributions of their author to the leading 
American magazines of sport. It occurs also in some 
of the writings of Mr. Charles Ilallock, as also do the 
forms "outninnish" and " wananishe." *' Ouininnish" 
appears in Hallock's Sporfsman-'a Ga^ether, and " wa- 
nanishe" in his paper on the salmon in Shields's^in^;^ 
iain Game Fisltea. In the folders of some of the 
American railways the name is spelled " ouinaniche," 
and so it is incidentally, as a synonym, by ilr. J. G, 
Aylwin Creighton, of Ottawa. The same orthog- 
raphy was employed no later than March, 1894, in a 
review of a new boolt in the columns of L' ^venement 
newspai)er of Qaebec, and Rev. Duncan Anderson 
OSes it in A Dominion Day IdyU. It is one of the 
many forms of the name employed by Mr. J, M, Le 
Moine, F.R.S.C., who at page 2<;3 of his Chasse et 
fKcfie au Canada uses also the plural "ouinanichea." 
At page 242 of the same work Mr. Le Moine uses 
"oninnaniche," for which spelling I know of no other 
authority, and in the appendix he writes it " winno- 
niche," employing still another form in a later work, 
as will be seen further on. Mr. William C. Harris, 
in the 1885 edition of his Angler's Guide, also writes 
"winnonicbe." Mr. J. Edmond Eoy, F.R.S.C.. in his 
Voyage au pays de Tadoussac, gives us "ouananish." 
"Winninisch" is written by C, M. Palmer, of Minne- 
apolis, at page Tl of Favoriie Flies, by Mary Orvis 
Marbury. and "winnonish" is the spelling found on 
a board nailed to a tree on the shore of Lake Tscho- 
tagama, some fifty miles up the Grand Peribonca, and 




48 PHILOLOGY OF THE OCANANICHE 

coDtaining the record of a fishing experience there in 
July, 1891, by Messrs. E. J. Myers and A. W. Koehler, 
of New York, though in justice to Mr, Myers it must 
be said that he invariably uses "ouananiche" in his 
interesting contributions to the literature of the fish 
and of the sport that it affords. " Winanishe" is the 
orthography employed by one of the earliest students 
and closest observers of the fish — Mr. J. G. A. 
Creigh ton— throughout his article in Scribner's Mag- 
azine for May, 1889, while " wananishe," the form 
already quoted from Hallock in Shields's American 
Game Fishes, is that which Mr. Creigbton adopts, not 
only in the title of his monograph in the same vol- 
ume, but generally throughout that carefully pre- 
pared paper. In Outijuj for August, 1890, Mr. George 
li. Mosle writes " wininish," and the spelling " win- 
nouicbe " is that adopted in Lovell's Gazetteer of Brit- 
uh North America. Mr. James McKenzie, of the old 
Northwest Company, visited "The King's Posts" of 
the Saguenay and the Labrador coast in 1808, and in 
the journey of his canoe jaunt, which has beeu printed 
by the Hon. L. R. Masson, he speaks of a fish resem- 
bling salmon, a foot and a half long, found in Lake 
St. John. " though not in great numbers," and " called 
by the Indians winanis,'" Mr. C. II. Farnham, in the 
course of his admirable story of the Canadian voj/o- 
geura on the Saguenay, printed in Harper's Magazine 
for March, 1SS3, employs the name " wannoniche." 
The Marquis of Lorne, whose hterary work is usually 
more popular than scientific, has invented the name 
" ouaniche," which appears at page 88 of his Canadian 
Pictures, published by the Religious Tract Society. 
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" Theory says," he tells us, " that these are salmon 
which have been unable to get back to the sea, and 
have acclimatized themselves to their altered con- 
liitiona." But the Must Koble Marquis does not tell 
lis how theory had blundered in this matter, and he 
probably never stopped to inquire whether it had 
or not. Both Mr. W. H. U. Murray and Mr. J. M. 
Le Moine — the former in liis book on the Lake St. 
John region, and the latter in his Historical and 
Sporting Noten on Qimhec — employ the form " wana^ 
nisb." So does Mr. Arthur Biiies in his work on the 
Saguenay. The English pronunciation of this orthog- 
raphy resembles somewhat that of the Indian name of 
the fish, but not so nearly as does the spelling already 
given from Messrs. Ilallock's and Creighton's articles 
in American Game Fishes. A still closer approach to 
the proper sound is found in the pronunciation of 
" wannanishe," which is the orthography upon the 
permits to fish in his private waters in the Grande 
D&harge, issued by Mr. W, A. Griffiths, one of the 
first regular English-speaking frequenters of these 
waters. " Wenanishe " is found in a re|x)rt of a gov- 
ernment exploratory survey of the Saguenay, prepared 
by Mr. Nixon, of the 66th Regiment, in 1829; and 
Boachette, in his Topographical Dictionary of Canada, 
calls it " awenanish," declaring that " the awenanish 
is said to be tite most delicious fresh-water fish in the 
world," Rogers, in his Stadacona Depicta, follows 
the spelling of Bouchette. S. Webber, in Forest and 
\ream of March 17, 1S94, employs " wannanish." In 
Canadian Sportmnan of July IS, 18!tO, appears 
form " owaninach "; in the same paper of Jul}' 11, 
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1690, oocorg " onininiche''; and I hare seen the name 
spelled both " oaenanesh^ and " oninenish '' by Quebec 
fijiih ' dealers. There have been nndoabtedlv manv 
other forms of the word, but for the score or more 
giren above I have quoted authorities, all of whom 
are supposed to know more or less of the fish with 
whose name they have struggled. In brief, we have 
had ouananiche, winninish, wininnish, ouininnish, 
wananishe, ouininiche, ouinanicbe, ouinnaniche, win- 
noniche, ouananish, ouaniche, winninisch, winnonish, 
winanishe, winanis, wininish, winnouiche, wananish, 
wannanishe, wannoniche, wenanishe,awenanishe, wan- 
nanish, owaninacb, ouenanesh, ouinenish. 

The form of spelling adopted in Webster's Diction- 
ary and in the Century has nothing whatever to recom- 
mend it beyond the fact that it has in recent years 
been used by writers upon ichthyological and angling 
subjects, just as a number of others have been. The 
Knglish pronunciation of " winninish " does not con- 
voy anything like the sound of the Indian word, as 
all will readily testify who have heard the latter 
glide like a note of Nature's music from the lips of a 
Montagnais guide. Of all the anglicized forms of the 
word ** wannanisho" comes nearest in pronunciation 
U) the Indian name, and yet I have met with it but 
once. And oven wore it possible to secure for its use 
uniformity, what warrant is there for substituting it 
for the original " ouananiche," or what is to be gained 
by tlio change? And now that the original form has 
obt^ilnod such widespread acceptance in English liter- 
ature, it surely savors of literary barbarism to seek for 
a phonetic spelling, by substituting, for a poetically 
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Gonstracted word, a mongrel orthography, such as is 
sometimes found enclosed between parentheses in the 
pronouncing dictionaries. And the absurdity of the 
seeking is found in the variety of the grotesque re- 
sults already indicated. As well, it seems to me, 
might we object to the French form of the word 
"champagne," and persist in writing it "shampain" 
or " shampane," as to persevere in the anglicization of 
" ouananicbe." 

The forked-tail — lake trout — gray trout — lunge or 
touladi is fortunate in the almost universal mainte- 
nance for the name of its species, of the original 
French orthographical illustration of the Indian sound 
represented by the pronunciation of " namaycush." 
But in the case of another North American fish — 
Esox nobilior — whose popular title in its original form, 
like that of the ouananiclie and namaycush, comes 
down to us, as correctly claimed by ilr. Mather, from 
its Indian nomenclature, an apparent desire to get 
away from French orthography has produced a some- 
what similar confusion of language to that already 
described in the case of the ouananicbe. The original 
spelling of the Indian name was undoubtedly 'Mnas- 
kinonge," and such it is still called in the statutes 
of Canada. According to Bishop Lafleche, of Three 
Eivers, a recognized authority upon Indian customs 
and dialects, and in his early life a devoted mission- 
ary to the Northwest, "maskinonge" is derived from 
7)tashk* (deformed) and khionje (a pike), and was ap- 
plied to the Esax nohilior by the Indians, because it 

* In the Bapport sur ks tnimona du diocese de QnebeCf No. 12, 
April, 1857, p. 103. 
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appeared to them a deformed or different kind of 
pike from that to which they had been accustomed. 
The river of the same name that flows into I^ke St. 
Peter, which name has been extended to the town 
built at its mouth, and the county of which it is the 
chef lieu, was doubtless so called from tlie number of 
these fish taken in or near its estuarj', and after their 
Indian name. And it is a singular corroboration of 
the absolute correctness of the French orthography 
"maskinong^" that no less an authority than Dr. 
James A. Ilenshall, the author of the paper on this 
fish in America7i GauK Fi«hes, following the nomen- 
clature of Dr. Mitchil, and of De Kay, in hia Fishes 
of New York, substitutes for nohilior, as the name ot 
this particular species, " masquinongy,"' which is about 
as near as it is possible for English orthography to go 
in representing the correct pronunciation of " maski- 
nong6." Yet Dr. Henshall claims that by common 
consent and custom the name is " mascalonge " among 
the majority of anglers, and that " mascalonge " it will 
be for generations to come. Nor does this mongrel 
name, which Dr. Henshall himself employs for the 
title of his admirable monograph on the fish, repre- 
sent the full extent of the departure from the origi- 
nal name. He gives us himself, among other forms, 
"muscalonge," "muskellunge," " muskallonge," etc., 
and a variety of other spellings has been adopted by 
other writers. "Muskellunge" — one of the forms 
already quotetl — is the name employed to designate 
the species by Dr. C. Brown Goode in his American 
Fiihes, and is as far removed from the original name 
as "winninish" is from " ouananiche," 
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The following letter from Mr. Ernest Gagnon, Sec- 
retary of the Department of Public Works at Quebec, 
a devoted student of early Canadian history, and the 
author of a series of articles entitled " Au Pays des 
Ouananiches" (In the Country of the Ounaniche), 
which appeared in 1888 in the pages of the Hevue 
Geogra^hique of Paris, will speak for itself : 

•' Quebec, 5 Avrily 1894. 

•* Cher Monneur Cliamben : 

" J'ai eu le plaisir de recevoir, ce mutin, la visile du R. P. La- 

caase, O. M. I., qui arrive du Lac St. Join. II mc dit que le plus 

ancien livre de la mission Montagnaise sc trouve a Betsiamitz. II 

a 6te 6crit par le R. P. Masse, missionaire Jesuite, et le mot ouana- 

niche s* y trouve imprime comme vous lepelez vous-mfime : oua- 

na-mefte, 

" Recevez tons mes compliments, 

"Ernest Gagnon." 

(Translation.) 

" Quebec, 5th April, 1804 

" Dear Mr. Chambers : 

"I bad the pleasure, this morning, of a visit from the Rev. 
Father Lacasse, Oblat Missionary, wlio has arrived from Lake St. 
John. He tells me that the oldest book of the ^lontaguais mission 
18 to be found at Betsiamitz. It was writt<;n by the Rev. Father 
Masse, Jesuit missionary, and the word ouananiche is printed iu it 
as you yourself spell it : oua-naniche. 

*' With compliments, 

"Ernest Gagnon." 

I know not the date of the book to which the Eev. 
Father Lacasse refers, but its author, Kev. Father 
Masse, came to Canada in 1611 and died in 1046. So 
that there can be no manner of doubt that for at least 
250 years "ouananiche" has been tlie speUing of the 
name in the literature of the country in which the 
fish is found. 
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In concludinj? a paper upon the philology of the 
ouananiche for the May, ISM, meeting of the Roj'al 
Society of Canada, I made the following appeal : 
"The gentle Izaak claims onr admiration and respect 
by the purity of his language no less than by his in- 
timaoy with fish and fishing; and from the refining 
influences of the gentle art, and even from the refine- 
ment of nature that inspires the love of it, I am per- 
suaded that one has only to point out to the angling 
community, and to those who contribute to its litera- 
ture, the claims of the original name of the ouana- 
niche, to insure at the hands of so cultured a constit- 
uency a due recognition of what Dr. Henshall so 
admirably terms, in discussing a cognate subject, 'the 
inflexible law of priority.' " 

Coming now to tlie pronunciation of "ouananiche," 
and referring to what I have already had occasion to 
say elsewhere on the subject, I cannot, perhaps, do 
better than to quote the following from Mr. A. Xel- 
son Cheney's "Angling Notes" in Forest and Stream 
of April7,"l89i: 

"Judge 8.11, Greene writes me: ' Tbrougli tbe coliimua of For- 
ent and Stream -KiW ;ou kindly educate us of tlio "wild aod woolly 
VVest" in tbe pronuocintion of tlie Dame of tbal game-flsh of yours 
of tbe East, " ouatianiclie ?" Many of us who boldly. wiiJiout tbe 
lenst heBiiBtion, talk freely about Skivmoknwa, the capital of Wabi- 
Bkum County ; Humptulipe, Semiaboo, Siillaquamish, Wa Wawal, 
etc., hedge on tbe won) ouananjcbe by tiimply spelling it, leaving 
efLCb auditor to mentally pronounce it to buU liimself, or, at most, 
elammcring out BometliiiJg go entirely unsatJB factory that the at- 
tempted pronunciation ia invariably followed by tlie parcathetical 
remark, "or however you pronounce it."' 

■■ I am B little surprised that this queation was not asked long 
ago by some one of somebody, for coniniun as Ibis ratber queer- 
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looking word lias become of lute years, I Love known of but one at- 
lEiQpt made to rcprewot tbe correct pronunciutiun in printed let- 
ters, and in that single inatnncc such dense Ignorance was shown 
regnrding the genealogy of the lish that the given pronunciation 
might have been regarded with suspicion, particularly ns after rep- 
reseniing tbe sound of the word, the writer, thereafter, throughout 
his article, gave an English rendering of the word entirely different 
from that which be bad just said was correct. Canadian angling 
writers have aomctiines spelled the word In English in one way and 
at another time in anotber way, representing entirely different 
sounds, but in the following I am confirmed by Mr. E. T. D. CLnm- 
Iwn, of Quebec, who has collected Sftccn mongrel forms of rlie 
ward, and who is an authority upon the subject. 

" Ouananicbe is pronounced by the Montagnais Indian ns if it 
were spelled in English — whonanUlit. Tbe first ' b ' is used because 
they pronounce the word as it it commenced with an aspirate, anil 
the ' o ' is employed for the broad sound of ' a.' as in tbe Eaglish 
word 'wan.' I think the most common form of the word reprc- 
sent«d in English spelling is 'wininaish,' and Mr. Cbambera ex- 
plains how this liascomc about : 'ThcFrcnch, having no "w."and 
their "ou" being nearly its equivalent, aslnoui(pronounced "we"), 
tbe original French spelling "ouananicbe," for the employment of 
which. In preference to English forms of the word, I have always 
strenuously contended, is tbe best possible picture of the spoken 
sound. Some of the French residents about Lake St. Jolm pro- 
nounce tlie word as if its first vowel were an "i," and give it the 
English sound, and some anglers bavc carried this pronunciation 
away with them, and so have arisen tbe many mongrel forms of 
the word.' " 

There is but little to add to the above. I have al- 
ready said that of all the anglicized forms of the word, 
*• wannaoishe " comes nearest in pronunciation to the 
lodian name. But the Indians usually pronounce it 
with a kind of an aspirate at the commencement of the 
word, which it is difficult to represent on paper, the 
nearest approach that I can devise to the sound in writ- 
ten characters being whoii-7ia-7iishe, whan-na-nishe, and 
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sometimes when-nornishe. In fact, those Indians who 
have been much associated with English-speaking 
anglers can be readily encouraged to pronounce the 
word in as many different ways as the latter have of 
spelling it. These Montagnais seem to have a weak- 
ness for assenting to everything. It is almost as diffi- 
cult to get a negative reply to a question from them 
as to find one who will say "no" to the offer of a 
coup or " drop " from the angler's flask. Ask one of 
them if " winninish " is the correct pronunciation, and 
ten chances to one he will answer "yes." Ask him a 
minute afterwards if " whon-na-nishe " is not correct, 
and he will say " certainly." Those who beUeve that 
the pronunciation should be " ow-wan-na-nishe" can, in 
the same manner, obtain just as easy a confirmation 
of their theory. Mr. Cheney tested the matter in my 
presence at Koberval, in August, 1894, to the com- 
plete satisfaction of both of us ; and our Indians, some 
of the most intelligent of the tribe, said " yes " to all 
the different forms of pronunciation that he proposed. 
The fact undoubtedly is that they have no confidence 
in their own judgment in matters of this kind — at aU 
events, in the presence of U7i monsieur — and naturally 
deferring to the views of those whom they know to be 
much better educated than themselves, have become 
unsettled in their own minds as to the proper pronun- 
ciation of the name, because of the various sounds 
given it by the different fishermen for whom they 
have acted as guides. But if one of the more intelli- 
gent of the older warriors of the tribe be shown the 
fish and asked its name without any previous sugges- 
tions of the pronunciation, he will invariably say 
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" whon-na-nishe," and I know of no better form than 
this of expressing on paper the sound which is also 
made by the Indian missionaries and those best ac- 
quainted with the early literature of French Canada, 
in their really musical pronunciation of "ouananiche." 
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OuANANiOHE may be angled for in Canada from the 
time that the ice disappears in the spring till the loth 
of September. The breaking up of the ice may occur 
at any time from the middle of April till the middle 
of May, and from a day or two later dates the earliest 
spring fishing for ouananiche. This is usually at its 
best in the third and fourth weeks of Mav. In the 
spring of 1894, which was an exceptionally early sea- 
son, it was good in the first week of the month. Excel- 
lent sport can be had from the ver\' commencement 
to the very close of the season, but must be sought in 
diflFerent localities at different periods. For the first 
two or three weeks after the departure of the ice, the 
fish are taken in large quantities with bait by the 
residents of Roberval, along the shore of Lake St. 
John, upon which their village is erected. The bait 
used by them is generally either worms, pork, pieces 
of ouitouche or chub, or of the ouananiche itself. Some- 
times in the spring a few ouananiche may be taken 
by the fly off the Roberval shore, but fly-fishing is 
not usually crowned there with much success at any 
time, and except in the early spring is rarely effective. 
Sometimes it has happened, however, as in the autumn 
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o£ lSit-1:, that the waters of the lake, which vary in 
height some twenty to thirty feet during the season, 
are nearly as higt in the fall as they were in the spring 
of the year. In August, 1S94-, there were abundant 
catches of ouananicho with rod and line in Roberval 
Bay. No better directions can be given for angling 
for the fish in the lalce itself than some of those con- 
tained in the quaint instructions for catching salmon, 
of Thomas Barker, to whom good old Father Walton 
■was indebted for much of what he knew of fly-fishing 
and artificial flies. Much more accurate, in fact, as a 
description of ouananiche fishing than as a guide to 
the taking of the Satmo mlar, in North American 
rivers, is the following passage from " An Ancient 
Practitioner in the Art," as he calls himself, to be 
found in BarJce/s Deliijht, or the Art of Av^lin^ : 

" Tlie nnglcr lliat gQGlh lo cntcli him with a line nnd hook must 
angle for him as nigli the middle of the wntcr na lie can with one 
of these bnits : Re must tiike tn'o lob-nnrma, bnited na handsomely 
OS be can, Ihat the four ends mny hung meet of a length, and so 
■tngle as nlgb the bniiom ns lie cilti. feeling yonr plummet run on 
the ground some twelve inches from Ihe honk; if ynu angle for 
bim with a flle (which be will rise nt like a trout) the flie muft lie 
made of ti Inrije honk, which hook must carry aU wings, or four nt 
least ; there U Judgement in making those tlyes. Tlie salmon will 
come nt a gudgeon in Ihe mtLuner of a. irnuling. and comeih nt it 
bravely, which is Qne angling for him and gooil. Ton must be 
Bure that you have jani line of twenly-sls yards of length, that 
you may have jour convenient lime to tume him, or else you are 
in danger to lose li!m : but it yon tume liim yon ure very like to 
have lite fisb with small tackles : the danger is all in the running 
out both of Salmon and Trout, you roiisi forecast lo turn ihe fish 
aa you do a wild horse, clihcr upon the right or the left band, and 
wind up your line ns you Qnde occastoD In the gtiiding the flsh to 
the shore." 
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The natives of Roberval, however, are seldom par- 
ticular enough in their fishing to use a plummet, and 
as their lines are usually of heavy cord with gimp 
next the hook, the length of them is more like the 
half of twenty-six feet than it is like twenty-six yards. 

Their general appearance and that of their outfit 
almost recall the fisherman 

*' Whose angle rod was made of sturdy oak, 
His line a cable that no ship ere broke ; 
His hook was baited with a dragon's tail. 
He stood upon a rock and bobb'd for whale." 

The taking of ouananiche by these habitant fisher- 
men of Lake St. John is rather for food than for sport, 
like the angling attributed by old John Dennys,in his 
remarkable Secrets of AngVnuj^ to its alleged inventor, 
Deucalion, for the purpose of feeding the newly peo- 
pled earth : 

** Since foode there was not any to be found, 
For that great flood had all destroyd and drownd. 

**Then did Deucalion first the Art inuent 
Of Angling, and his people taught the same ; 
And to the Woods and groues with them hee went 
Fit tooles to flnde for this most needfull game ; 
There from the trees the longest ryndes tliey rent. 
Wherewith strong Lines they roughly twist and frame, 
And of each crooke of hardest Bush and Brake, 
They made them Ilookes the hungry Fish to take." 

While the ouananiche, like the trout, can scarcely 
be struck too quickly when felt, or when seen to take 
the fl}% there must bo no undue haste in attempting 
to hook him when he seizes bait. He takes it into 
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his mouth leisui-ely, and the hahitants about Lake St. 
John, iu oitJer to make sure of him, usually permit 
him to swallow both bait and hook. " Never hurry 
yourself in striking a fish, but give him time to get 
the bait well into his mouth, and strike aa perpeuilicu- 
larly as you can," says Ilowitt, in his curiously illos- 
trated work of ISOS, entitled *^ Angler's Manual, or 
concise lessons of experience, which the proficient in 
the delightful recreation of angling will not despise, 
and the learner will find the advantage of practising." 
Like the majority of the S'llmonidw outside of Salce- 
Imtts naviar/cush, the Canadian ouananiche is seldom 
successfully sought by anglers very far out from shore 
in the midst of any broad expanse of lake. During 
the three to four weeks following the disappearance 
of the ice on Lake St. John the fish are found dis- 
porting themselves in great numbers in the deep 
water in and near the mouths of the Ouiatchouan and 
Metabetchouan rivers — southern tributaries of the 
great lake. Unlike these, the broad, sandy estuaries 
of the immense northern feeders of the inland sea 
offer no attractions to the angler, who, when the 
proper season comes around, must ascend them for 
several miles to successfully enjoy his favorite sport. 
In the mouths of both the Ouiatchouan and Metabet^ 
chouan, for some twenty to twenty-five days, the oua- 
naniche rise freely to the fly. But comparatively few 
visiting anglers are found at Lake St. John so early 
in the season, though those who make some sacrifice 
of creature comforts, by arriving there before the sum- 
mer opening of hotels, have their compensation in the 
splendid sport that they enjoy quite close to tiie rail- 
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way and before the annual plague of flies sets in. 
And so it comes that the great bulk of the fish that 
are caught there out of the first run of the ouananiche 
do not rise to the fly-fisher's lurea, but vulgarly seize 
some of the plebeian baits already referred to, and are 
yanked at the end of a stout rustic pole and line 
in strong habitant hands from their native element. 
In this ravenous spring and summer appetite of the 
ouananiche for fish and flesh is found one of the most 
striking points of difference between it and the sea 
salmon during tlie lutter's presence in fresh water. 
The salmon remains without food during the whole 
of its fresh-water habitat, if we can believe those who 
t«ll us that its upward darts after insect life are dic- 
tated by caprice rather than hunger. Whatever deep- 
water feetling it has done in its winter-time of feast- 
ing, the ouananiche is still apparently hungry when 
commencing the ascent of the rivers flowing into the 
lake that served it, as the sea the salmon, for gran- 
ary, banqueting -hall, and winter quarters combined. 
The flies that are most successful in the early spring 
fishing for ouananiche are quite large, in fact or- 
dinary salmon flies tied on No. 3 and No. 4 hooks, 
and other flies in almost equally large sizes. Of 
the former I prefer, in the order named, after careful 
trial of many varieties, the Jock Scott, Silver Doctor, 
Childers, and Durham Ranger ; and of other large flies 
suitable for the dark, deep water where the fishing in 
early spring is best, I have had the most reason to bo 
satisfied with the Professor, Queen of the Water, 
Coch-y-bonddu, brown hackle. Grizzly King, Green 
Drake, and, in dark days, the Coachman, For both 
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May and June fishing, the Ouananiche, a new I 
first shoH-Q me by Mr. McCarthy, and somewhat re- 
sembling the Jock Scott, has been found extremely 
successful. 

So long as there is not too much paddling about to 
disturb the fish, casting from a canoe is to be pre- 
ferred, though in Ouellet's Pool, at the mouth of the 
Ouiatchouan, provided permission be obtained for 
the purpose, fair angling can in places be had from 
the easterly bank. In company with Messrs. Cbase, 
of Waterbury, John Wallace, Jr., of Ansonia, Conn., 
R. M. Stocking, of Quebec, and B. A. Scott, of Kober- 
val, I bad some good sport fishing in this pool on the 
23d and 2itb of May, 1892. Messrs. Chase and Wal- 
lace, to whom the jilace was new, were delighted be- 
yond measure, both with the number of fisb taken 
and by the rare sport afforded even by those which 
got away. The ouananiche were in most sportive 
mood on both days, and that is more than can always 
be said for them. It is more, too, than can with fidel- 
ity and ease be described. Picture yourself upon the 
surface of a pool 250 feet across, immediately at the 
foot of a series of the wildest rapids, and within a 
Btone's-throw of where the stream mingles its waters 
with those of Lake St. John. Down the middle of 
yon background of densely wooded mountain that 
limits the up-stream view of the river, scarcely a mile 
distant, roll its magnificent waterfalls, rivalling in 
height and beauty tliose of Montmorency. No dry 
fly-fishing is necessary here for ouananiche. Pretty 
long casts are desirable, and when found fatiguing, 
the method may be varied by trolling the flies so that 
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' the dropper alone appears upon the surface of the 

water. I have almost always found it successful to 

have the tail-fly slightly untler water when fishing 

in springtime for ouananiche. Tliere are guides at 

, Lake St. John who urge you to fish with only one 

, fly, evidently fearful of seeing two fish hooked on 

I one line at the same time, and sharing the belief of 

, some who have written on the subject, relative to the 

impossibility of saving them both. I admit that if 

the ouananiche are both of a good size and in fair 

I fighting trim, the task of killing them will prove a 

I difficnlt one. But as fly-fishermen are not, as a rule 

at any rate, in search of ease and speetl in the killing 

of their fish, the increased difficulty arising from 

I liaving two ouananiche instead of one upon the line 

I means simply a very largely incresised measure of 

I enjoyment of one of the most exciting forma of the 

I sport. Besides, it does look a little more chivalrous, 

I perhaps, to fight against such odds, making it one 

I man to two ouananiclie, instead of one fish to one 

I. Even in the latter case it is generally the guide 

I that handles the net, which practically turns the odds 

I the other way, and makes the fight one between two 

I men and one ouananiche. And, after all, the one fish 

I not infrecjuently too much of a match for a couple 

I of men, though whenever it can prove itself so no- 

Ibody should begrudge it liberty. In fishing witli a 

loouple of flies there is always, too, to be taken into 

I consideration the double chance of otferiiig the Hsh 

I an acceptable lure. Little fields of white scum or 

I irou float round and round in this Outatchouan pool 

Ibecanse of the existence of contrary currents, Vou 
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have drawn your cast through one of these patches, 
and are perhaps about lifting your flies from the sur- 
face of the water, when a violent strike tells you that 
a prompt responsive jerk will make fast to your hook 
one of the gamest of American game-lishes. Or, 
perhaps, he has securely hooked himself, and almost 
before you have ceased wondering at the length of 
line that is being run from off your reel, a bright, 
arched gleam of silver darts out of the water a hun- 
dred feet away from your canoe, as suddeniy as an 
arrow shot from bow, and deliberately turns a somer- 
sault three or four feet up in the air. If you are a 
novice at the sport, or he has taken you unawares, 
you may never see hira more. If he managed by hia 
superior dexterity and cunning to get the slack of the 
hne, he probably shook the hook from his mouth and 
is free. If, in your excitement, you gave him the 
butt too quickly, you perhaps tore the liook out of 
his delicate mouth. Or, matching his agility and 
strength against the endurance of your casting-line, 
or the pliability of your trusty rod, he has made ship- 
wreck alike of your tackle and your happiness. Some- 
times his leaps are made in such rapid succession that 
you are fighting your fish alternately in air and 
water. At others, if he be a large fish, he goes down 
and sulks like a salmon from the sea. His different 
methods of defence would appear to indicate that be 
possesses the combined ^nease of the salmon and the 
bass. When impaled upon the hook he has not in- 
frefiuently been known, in the course of his prodigious 
leaps, to alight in the bottom of the angler's canoe. 
A Montreal judge was enjoying a brief canoe ride 
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among some of the islands of the Discharge of Lake 
St. John a few years ago, wearing a similarly shaped 
head-gear to those depicted upon the anglers in IJow- 
itt's etchings, and watching the fishing of a friend who 
occupied a neighboring canoe. The ouananinhe that 
bis friend was playing took a long and sudden run 
until close to the judge's canoe, leaped into the air, 
and flapped directly upon the roof of His Honor's silk 
hat, on its way back into the water. By the time the 
Court had regained consciousness sufficiently to know 
by what it had been struck, the bigh-kicker had been 
taken into the other canoe, and it was too late for the 
judge to take off his hat and hold it up a trifle higher 
in the air to challenge a better record. A fish that 
was being played by Jfr, Chase in the Ouiatchouan 
pool came within a few inches of leaping into the 
canoe of his friend Mr. "Wallace. We were short of 
both guides and canoes on that occasion, and I started 
out to fish in an old punt that was manipulated for 
me by a stalwart young French-Canadian [habitavt). 
Wlien I struck my first fish he rushed the boat towards 
it in such an unexpected manner that myself and my 
foe had parted company as suddenly as we had met. 
Really chagrined at my loss and disappointment, my 
attendant promised to do better next time, and to 
particularly avoid being the cause of giving the fish a 
slack line. Little did I dream of his intentions. My 
next fish rose pretty near the boat, and darted for it 
as soon as he felt the hook. " B'tiste" stretched out 
his hand in the twinkling of an eye to take bold of the 
line and haul up the fish, hand over hand, and the cer- 
tain loss of both fish and cast was only averted by a 
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rapid run of the former in a contrary direction. I 
could see that lie was a large fish, and was naturally 
anxious to save him. It was certain that I was not 
going to do it from the punt with the assistance of my 
green guide. lie was of too active and excitable a 
temperament to remain a passive spectator of the strug- 
gle. There was only one thing to be done, and that 
was to land and fight my fish from krrajiiina. So, 
pointing towards the pretty, sloping beach on the west 
side of the pool, I gave the order " a terre" and towed 
my fish behind me, giving him line when necessary, un- 
til I stepped from the boat upon the beach. Even when 
attended by the most skilful guides under other cir- 
cumstances — such, for instance, aa when fighting a very 
heavy fish, or after having successfully hooked a couple 
at a cast — I have often found myself repaid for the 
trouble of towing the flsh from where they were hooked 
by having the guide paddle me ashore and of finishing 
the fight from a rock or beach. There is thus avoided, 
too, the prolonged disturbance of a good pool, and 
isequent frightening of the remaining fish. But re- 
venons A iios m&utons — or, rather, to our ouananicbe! 
After some ten minutes of good, strong play, now in 
deep water and now leaping above Its surface, my fish 
showed signs of exhaustion, and was gradually led up 
close to where my man stood, landing-net in hand, 
ready to lift him from the water. By the wild shot 
he made with the net directly for the tail end of the 
ouananicbe, it was soon made eviilent that he knew as 
little of its use as of that of fine fishing-tackle. An- 
other lecture to '• B'tiste," and another small struggle 
with the fish, which was now coming in partly upon 



ANGLING FOR OUANANICHE 



71 



its side, and the former made a number of further 
" dabs " for the ouananiche, which, though intended to 
take it into the net head first, came so near to smash- 
ing the hne that he was promptly, and, I fear, some- 
what angrily, ordered to lay down the net altogether. 
My friends in their canoes and upon the opposite shore, 
attracted by the noisy talk — for it was necessary to 
order "B'tiste" pretty loudly before he could be in- 
duced to withdraw from the struggle — called over to 
me to take the net myself. I should have done so, 
too, had not something else happened in much less time 
than it takes to describe it. No sooner had my guide 
thrown down the net than he had rushed into the water 
behind my fish, though it reached above the top of 
his long-legged boots. One forward movement upon 
the already played-out ouananiche, and a couple of 
rapid kicks bad done the rest. The fish had been lit- 
erally kicked out of its native element, and " B'tiste"" 
was holding it up proudly with both hands, amid the 
jjerfect yells of laughter that came from the onlook- 
ers, as much as to say, "The end justifies the means," 
and "lie laughs best who laughs last." "B'tiste's" 
method of landing ouananiche is so unusual that I am 
glad to have been able to give the names of those who 
witnessed it. 

In one season, when the spring fishing for ouanar- 
niche was good about the mouths of the Metabet- 
cbouan and Ouiatchouan as early as the second week 
of May, splendid s{)ort was bad at Ouellet's by Mr. 
George E. Hart, of Waterbury, Conn., Mr. Uurand, 
of Newark, N. J., and party. This fishing ceases al- 
most as soon as the spring floods terminate and the 
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waters of the lake commence to fall. The subsidence 
of the water is very rapiJ, and usually within three 
or four days of the end of the spring Ashing at Ouiat- 
chouan it is quite good in the rapid waters at the com- 
ineneeraentof the Grande Decharge, and may be had 
there under varying conditions until the commence- 
^ment of the close season on the loth of September, 
But it is not usually so good there as it ia in the riv- 
ers after about the middle of July, and the best 
of it is always to be had from about the 15th of 
Jane to the 10th or ISth of July, according to the 
season, though there was average fishing in the Dis- 
charge in 1894 as early as June 3d, and with Mr. 
Floyd, of Boston, and Mr. John Wallace, I had good 
sport around the grande chute in 1893 on the 11th and 
12th of June. Along with Captain E. T. Rose and the 
Lady Cecilia Rose I enjoyed ouananiche fishing there 
in 1S92 in the month of July, though after the ear- 
ly part of the month the general run of the fish, as a 
rule, is smaller. Before describing its fishing at greater 
length, the Grande Decharge is itself entitled to more 
generous notice than the mere passing mention of its 
name. It is reacheil from Roberval, the present north- 
ern terminus of the railroad, by a beautiful steamboat 
trip directly across Lake St. John from wrat to east, 
a distance of some twenty -five miles, which is made 
by the powerful steamer MisUissini in about an hour 
and a half. It is at the head of this " discharge " that 
the surplus waters of the great inland sea are poured 
out into a variety of channels, separated by numerous 
islands, and, many miles below, after encountering the 
violent obstacles to their descent that are answerable 
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for the wilil grandeur of their rapids, are reunited in 
the bed of the Saguenay. Here, in the Discharge, the 
dismal "river of death," as Bayanl Tnjdor calls the 
lower Saguenay, draws the bright beginning of its 
early gladsome existence. To repeat what I have al- 
ready said elsewhere : " What a contrast between the 
Stygian darkness of its latter end and the bright 
young hfe that springs into existence from the nat- 
ure-enforced affinity and commingling u[)on the ele- 
vated bed of Lake St. Jolin of its parent streamsl As 
men and women lore life rather than death, and tlje 
brightness and freshness of youth rather than the ever- 
present shadows u\K)n the hither bank of the dark 
river, it is not strange that they should gladly turn 
from the death-like silence, albeit majesty and gran- 
deur, of the lower Saguenay, wonderful and awe- 
inspiring though they be. to the union of its parent 
streams at Lake St. John where all is merry as a 
wedding-bell ; and to the prattling and the babbling of 
the new-bom river as it issues from the bed of the 
lake, and hastens through a brief and tranquil infancy 
towards a lusty youth, there to gambol and leap in frol- 
icsome display, choosing for itself a rough and rugged 
road, heedless of the rocks that it encounters ou its 
way; now basking in pleasure and sunlight, reganllesa 
of the coming night; now flashing, dashing, crashing 
over precipitous declines, or gliding with thought-be- 
guiling rapidity towards an inevitable fall. Nature 
is here all vocal with melody. She disports herself 
in various moods. She touches with her breath the 
chords of the awlian lyre that she has strung ujxjn the 
branches of the plaintive pine, prattles in the language 
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of the babbling brook, sings to the gentle swaying of 
the forest-trees, moans in the wandering wind o'er the 
surface of the lake, and roars in tlie not far-distant 
waterfall and in the rapidly approaching stoi-ra. She 
finds a voice in the clatter of the squirrel, in the drum 
of the partridge, and the bark ot the fox. She has an 
innumerable variety of feathered choristers, and there 
is music in the splashing of the leaping fish at play, 
and in the rustled twigs and crashing branches that 
speak of the flight from the presence of bis sovereign, 
man, of some frighted denizen of the woods." 

Such is the discharge of Lake St. John, and such the 
scenes experienced upon its shores or from many of the 
thousand islands with which it is studded. The larg- 
est of these is Alma Island, and is delta-shaped. It is 
three miles across where it faces towards the lake, and 
nine miles long. Between it and Lake St. John are 
aeveral islands of varying size, and numerous others 
are scattered in the main channel of the discharge, 
which is upon its northerly side. This great, wild, 
island-dotted stream is locally known as the " Grande 
D&harge," meaning "great discharge," while the name 
"Petite Decharge" is given to the smaller channel on 
the south side of Alma. The hundreds of different 
currents and rapids that dash about and between the 
various islands of the Discharge give rise to innumer- 
able pools, sometimes protected by points of the shore 
line or islands, from which they may be advantage- 
ously fished, at others expanding into lake-like dimen- 
sions, as in the case of those between the grande chute 
and Camp Scott. Even these may, in places, be ad- 
vantageously fished from the rocks, and especially the 
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splendid pools of Mr. W. A. Griffiths, on the south 
side of the Decharge. But many of tbe best fishing- 
places, both here and upon the opposite side, can be most 
successfully reached by means of a canoe. Jlothing 
but a birch-bark or Peterboro canoe can be safely used 
in the rapid waters of the Grande Decharge, and both 
French-Canadian and Montagnais guides confine them- 
selves exclusively to the use of the former. It is a 
thrilling sensation to shoot the rapids in these frail 
craft, and to feel that nothing but a sheet of birch- 
bark and the untutored skill of your dusky guides stand 
between you and eternity. But they are wonderfully 
clever, these guides, and it ia a constant marrel to 
those who visit these waters for the first time to note 
the consummate tact and ability with which they 
navigate the most treacherous currents and violent 
rapids, sometimes cutting off with their paddles the 
top of an advancing wave, at others holding back the 
canoe in the hollow of a rapid until the moment is 
propitious for shooting out of it, or perhaps again lift- 
ing it up sideways to the crest of a favorable roll of 
water. In many waters the angler has but one guide. 
At the Grande Decharge, and in the ascent of the 
various tributaries of Lake St. John, two are abso- 
lutely necessary. It would be certain death for one 
man to attempt to guide a loaded canoe in these heavy 
rapids ; and, besides this, one man has almost all he can 
do to carry the canoe itself over the portages, while 
the other is required to convey provisions and bag- 



The new arriral at the Grande DIcbarge is landed 
from the steamer upon one of tbe first islands reached 
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from the lake, and the site of the only hotel in the 
neighborhood. Here guides and canoes may be ob- 
tained, and in the adjacent waters may be had the 
earliest spring fishing of the Decharge and the latest 
in the autumn. When the ouananiche will not rise 
here, during the season, to the fly, thej' may almost 
always be lured by bait and a spoon. But with the 
latter, one is apt also, at any time, to hook the im- 
mense pike {Esox luniis) with which Lake St. John 
abounds, and which in the vicinity of the Island House 
are frequently taken from ten to twenty pounds in 
weight In other parts of the lake, and in some of 
its tributaries, they have been caught up to fifty 
pounds. The ouananiche taken in the extreme upper 
waters of the Decharge do not usually afford the most 
desirable sport in the killing, even when taken upon 
the fly. The strongest fighters must be sought in the 
vicinity of heavier and swifter water, such as that to 
be found in the rapids and below the grande chute. 

This last is a heavy, perpendicular waterfall some 
fifteen to twenty feet high in the spring of the year, 
and reaching directly across the Grande Ddcharge, 
some two to three miles distant from the margin of 
Lake St. John. No matter upon which side the de- 
scent of the rapids be made, the grande chute must of 
course be portaged around, and so, except in low 
water, must a portion of the dangerous rapids above 
it. But from the rocks along the portage on the north 
shore good fly-fishing may often be had in a number 
of attractive pools among tJie rapids. Here it was 
my good luck, on the lllh of June, 1893, to have the 
first fly-fishing of the season at the Grande Decharge. 
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Almost at tlie fii-st cast I !iad hooked and subsequently 
landed, after ten minutes' good sport and with a fairly 
stiff eight^unce lancewood rod made in Canada, a 
light five-pounder, when the same ily, the dropper — a 
Silver Doctor tied upon a Ko. 3 hook— was again seized 
by an exceedingly combative flsh in heavy water, 
which ran out promptly such a length of line in the 
direction of an overhanging tree that he was promptly 
given the butt, when the line came back with a dis- 
appointing jerk that plainly told of a break. The 
fish bad been too violently checked, and the cast (a 
new one) had parted just above the fastening of the 
dropper fly. " C^est un gros, groa /" cried out Paul 
Savai-d the guide and one of the Indians in unison. 
" Oui, quaire ou cinq livres je suj>j)ose," I muttered, 
disgusted with ray luck and ashamed of the thought- 
less impetuosity which had lost me what I believed 
to be even a bigger fish than I had said. '^ Sucre, 
c'esi vn huit ou dix liviva,''' put in the guides, and I 
was in no mood to question their estimate of the 
weight of the freed flsh. Accepting it, I could say 
that I had, at least, met and fought a monster ouan- 
aniche, even if I had come off second beat in the en- 
counter. After all, the guides were more experienced 
in guessing the size of the fish in the water than I was, 
especially of those that got away, and, besides, there 
was less discredit in being defeated and having my line 
smashed up by an eight or ten pound ouananiche than 
by one of four or five pounds only. Paul had tied 
another "Doctor" on to my cast, and I was wonder- 
ing whether that pool {we were fishing off the rocks 
half-way down the mainland i>ortage) contained any 
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more ten - pounders, when there was a splash on the 

snrface of the water, and wliirr-r went the reel again. 
There was no undue checking this time, but there 
were fifteen minutes of dehghtful sport, and an ex- 
clamation of surprise from Paul as he lifted a hand- 
some four-and-a-half- pound fish from the landing-net, 
for stuck in his mouth was my recently lost dropper and 
the missing jrortion of my cast ! There is work upon tire 
imagination of many an angler and many a guide for 
the oSicial inspector of weights and measures I My 
old guide, Johnny Morel, took an eight-pound ouana- 
niche that day with bait, fishing from the same rock 
below the <jrande chute where Dr. Webb, of New 
York, late in the preceding summer, had taken one 
of similar weight which required over an hour to 
kill, and which had risen to a fly tied upon a No. 
8 hook, "We went down there the next day. Mr. 
Wallace killed a number of splendid fish, but had his 
grandest sport with a five-pounder which gave him 
forty minutes of steady play. Its leaps were simply 
beautiful, and at one time it ran out with fully eighty 
feet of line. And ilr. Ployd had good reason to think 
that he had hooked a whale. His fly was seized be- 
low the surface of the water by a fish that fought so 
much like a heavy salmon that it seemed as if he had 
hooked an exceptionally large ouananiche. For an 
hour and twenty minutes Mr. Floyd played that fish 
as hard as he dared to risk his tackle, before it was 
brought to the uet, when it proved to be a five-and- 
arhalf-pound ouananiche that was hooked foul. Ha^l 
that fish got oflE near the close of the tight it would 
undoubtedly have passed for a ten or twelve pounder. 
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LientenantCoIonel Andrew Haggard, D.S.O., who 
in company with his brother Rider has iished most of 
the Scotch salmon and sea-trout waters, and many of 
those of Norway, waa struck with the resemblance of 
the ouananiche of the Grand Decharge to the Scotch 
sea-trout. I recalled his conversation on this point 
the other day when I read, in a letter from Dr. J. D. 
Quackenbos to Mr. Cheney, which the latter printed 
in Forest and Stream, the following description of the 
Loch Leven trout {Fario leeenensis), which the pro- 
fessor has transplanted into some of his own waters : 

" Bo like are Ibc joung nnd mlult Lnch Levi^QS to our landlocked 
salmon tijat numy anglers believe a Loch Leven tmut ia ofteii fnjit 
wlien the exciting cry of 'Snlmon I salmon f from llio Ashing fleet 
greets the firsi frenzied leap of a eupposed ountmniclie pierced by 
the lucky slccl. One Scottish authority unliesitntingly declares the 
Loch Leven trout In be a landlocked SAlmou dwarfed to Ite present 
proportionB in \\a Bhallow mlninture ocenn. But I believe it to be 
a landlocked si^H-trout. '^Vitb its purpliBb-silver back and eilvery 
sides starred with X and XX Bpois, It so closely reeembloe the well- 
known migralory Balmo triilla that foreign experts commonly fall 
to distinguish between ihc two fish. The fin-ray formula is Iden- 
tical in each. Moreover, sea-trout tliitt have been confined in fre$h 
water are absolutely indisiioguiBbabk from the true Fario Itvenenr 



Ouananiche? Or what? And who that has met 
and fought the ouananiche of Canadian waters will 
not identify a near relative of the fish in the follow- 
ing description by Dr. Quackenbos of the sport afford- 
ed by the fishing in Loch Leven; 

"There la aa much diEfereoce between the killing of one of tiicse 
sublime Qsh and the suflocaliDg of an ordinary brown Irout as lliere 
Is between the conquest of oar ouananiche and the potting of a 
sucker. In full view of the castled Isle of Mnry Sliinri. one casta 
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Lis delicate flies def ily knotted on the most ioviaiblc of gut As he 
floats towards the suggestive ruin,tlie acenes iu Queen Mury'a event- 
ful life flit before him — from her youth, wli'ise rnre iieouty is im- 
morttliied In the Orkucy porlrait, to the beginning of the end, 
wheu. cliurged with complicity lu the murder of D.iruley, she was 
committed lo Locli Leven CuBlle In 1587 : to her escape tlie follow- 
fng spriug with tlie aid of "Little Dougliis,' who yielded to the 
power of her resistless cliarais ; to the revolting murder that closed 
her career in 1587, and the agony so inimitably expressed In the 
livid pallor and couirocted fcutures of iliu Abbotsford paiDllagof 
the queen's hend after decollation — hut look ! that gleam through 
a wave's crest 1 that flash of bluish silver bcaeath the flies, like the 
sudden hlaze of an old-miue diamond I Instloctivcly your wrist 
turns, and Ihu baih of your tiny hook is set in the lip of ft oue-ftnd- 
n-hnlf'pound Loch Leven trout. The moment you hnve dreamed of 
for years has come at lost. Be cautious, for your tackle Is refined 
[0 the utmost, aud your flsli is the prince of fliiny diplomats. His 
first rush is towards the drifting boat. ' Catch the pirnl' cries the 
watcbful oarsman, and in response you reel madly on the slack and 
lead your flsh successfully past the bow. Who but a lover of tlie 
angle can conceive of tlie exulted thrill which accompanied the rush 
of that iTout at the descending ' tenl and red' — who else, that erethism, 
short-lived, unearthly, that electrified every nerve in your frame as 
you twisted the steel inio his jaw and felt him 'tnsi' — that con- 
centration of delight in the struggle tliat followed, wherein the no- 
blest flsh that Qod has made matched his brule intellect, perhaps 
his manifold experience, against yourreu»)n and art; wherein your 
wand like Leonard gracefully responded to his desperate leops for 
life, and arciied in perfection to his wild circles. Who but an an- 
gler kn<jws of the sweet calm that followed victory, as you tenderly 
placed your dying captive on the skiff bottom, and, wearied by the 
excitement, sal down to watcli iiis brilliance fade, with the feeling 
that if your life were forthwith to end, you had not altogether Uved 
in vain." 

Dr. Knox, describing the Locb Leven trout in his 
Fish and Fishing in tha Lone Glens of Scotland, says : 

" It is a beHulifiii. silvery, dark-spotted trout, of a species quite 
distinct from all river-trout, and imagined by some lo be peculiar 




ANGLING FOR OUANASICHE 81 

to Uic lake. This, Lowcvcr. is not llkel}'. ainco trout quite resem- 
bling tlioso of LeveD ore fouod io many NorlLero lakes. The Qeah 
U of a flue pink color, the eating ailmirablc. Duriag summer and 
autumn, wlicu examined (»ml I liave opened liundreda to asccrlaiD 
tLe fact) llic trout has its atomacii filled witii flies and inseets, ilic 
ordiuary food of tlie common river-trout; but, io addition, it ia ofteu 
found U) have been living on a smali btieeinum, or fvcsli-watcr whelk, 
with which the shallow wnters of the lake abound." 

This ouananiche-like fish must not be confounded 
witli another resident of Loch Leven — also distinct 
from the common river-trout — called by Dr. Knox the 
char-trout, and which hves on eniomostracce, and comes 
into season in December, January, and February. 
The Loch Leren trout pro]>er, like the ouananiche, 
resemble the salmon in their habits; for in autumn, 
or at the approach of winter, they leave the lake for 
the streams which feed it, returning, no doubt, early 
in spring. The splendid peculiarities of this near 
Scotch relative of the Canadian ouananiche were not 
unknown to Sir Walter Scott, who introduces the sub- 
ject of the Loch Leven trout in Chapter XXIV. of T/ie 
Abbot, in an ideal conversation between Queen Mary 
Stuart and Roland Gr^me, as follows: 

" With (be peeulior tact aud delicacy which do woman posscaaed 
in greater perfection, she [Queen Mary] began Io sooibu hy degrees 
the vexed spirit of the mngnniilmoiis attendant. The excellence of 
the flsh he had taken in hia expedition, the high flavor and beau- 
tiful rod color of the trout which have long given distinction to 
the lake, led her first to express her thanks Io her attendant for so 
agreeable an addition to her table, especially upon a jour de jtuiie ; 
and thus brought on Inquiries into the place where the fish had 
been tiiken. their si/c, their peculiarities, the times when they were 
in season, and a comparison between the Loch Leven trouts and 
thoae which are found In the rivers and lakes of the south of Scot* 
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land. Tlie ill-liunior of Rolnnd Gmmc wna tiL'ver of tin obstinnta 
cLar&cter. It roUei) awny like a. mUt before tbe sua. nud bo vaa 
easily engaged in a new and aulmaCcd dissertation about Locli 
I>i;veD traiit. and aea-tiijiit. itod river-trout, and red troul, and cliar, 
wliich never rise to a fl j ; nnd parr, wliicli some suppose infant 
i^nlmon ; and bidinga. wbicb frequent tbe FrJtb ; and venduces, 
wbicb nre only found ia tbe Castlu Locb of Locbmabeu." 



Roland was undoubtedly a true Waltonian, and the 
Loch Leven trout, like his near kinsman the Canadian 
ouananiche, is a lish fit for a queen. 

The calm beauty of the crystal Loch, with its dis- 
mantled and storied castle, is in strange contrast with 
the native wildness, turbulent grandeur, and unknown 
antecedents of the Grande Decharge of Lake St, John. 
What record of heroic deeds and daring might not be 
read, what halo of romance be seen, could the forest- 
crowned banks and rocky islets of these impetuoua 
rapids but unfold the story of their long - forgotten 
past! 

It is next to impossible to do justice to the wild 
grandeur of the scenery below tlie grande chute. 
Heavy gneiss, hornblende, and granite boulders are 
scattered about on every hand, and besides them there 
is nothing but water and sky and virgin forest to be 
seen. Looking up the Decharge one sees only the 
rush of the rapids and the steady fall of the grande 
chute, while the waters surging down below are never 
at rest, and the angler who stands fishing with his 
feet one moment upon a rock thirty inches above their 
surface, may, the next, find himself more than knee- 
deep in the rising and falling swell produced by the 
force and volume of yonder chute. It is necessiiry 
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be always quite sure of one'a footing, for 
there are often twenty to thirty feet of water along- 
side the very rocks from which the angler fishes his 
pool. To add to the wildness of the surroundings 
there is the ever-present roar of the rapids that are 
round about on every side, and the constant runiMing 
of the grande chute. Immense quantities of the foam, 
churned up by the rapid succession of violent falls, 
are continually floating down the various currents of 
the stream in different-sized patches, either round and 
round a particular pool, or from one pool to another, 
according to the nature of the currents that come 
from neighboring rapids, and the effect of project- 
ing rocks and points of land. "When and where this 
foam or brou abounds is usually to be had the best 
fishing for ouananiche. The east wind scatters it, 
and is always an unfavorable one for the sport. It is 
usually the aim of the guides, in paddling tiie angler 
through the rushing, whirling, seething rapids of the 
Grande Dccharge, to bring hira near the edge of the 
scum-covered eddies, dolled with insect life, where 
the hungry ouananiche lies in ambush below, waiting 
to spring upon his prey as soon as his favorite fly 
floats around. Very often, however, the fish of which 
you are in search float about so near to the surface 
of the water that a number of dorsal and caudal fins 
may be seen moving through the creamy scum that 
has come down laden with insect life from the over- 
flowing churn of yonder rapids. This is a sign that 
the ouananiche have made a discovery and found 
themselves so situated that concealment is no longer 
necessary to their selection of insect food. As Jlr. 
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A. Nelson Cheney, one of my angling companions 
of August, 1894, at the Grande Decbarge, so admira- 
bly described it, "The thick foam is a natural trap 
for weak-winged insects, wbere the ouananiche have 
only to go and take the contents." They are as fort- 
unate as a spider that can raid a well -stocked cob- 
web spun by another. No wonder that they sail 
about slowly and contentedly amid such a supply of 
ready - captured insect food. Sometimes the most 
tempting cast may be drawn several times through 
the foam, almost touching the backs or tails of half a 
dozen ouananiche without attracting the notice of any 
of them. But usually, under the conditions described, 
a well-directed cast will not fail of a rise, and occa- 
Bionally there will be a couple. If the canoe men 
know their business and avoid paddling through the 
Bcum, but rather assist the angler in towing bis fish 
where he can fight it without disturbing the water in 
which it was hooked, some dozens of them may be 
taken out of the same pool in a single day. But one 
may count without his host, and on very fine tackle 
it is not always easy to lead a fresh-hooked ouananiche 
where he does not wish to folloiv — not, at all events, 
without having recourse to a very great deal of jier- 
suasion with the butt-end of the rod. In these waters, 
in the month of June, the ouananiche is about at his 
best in point of gameness. There are wilder waters 
and just as heavy fish in the Isle Maligne Rapids, bat 
these cannot be reached at all in the spring of the 
year; and I have had grand fights with large tlsb both 
at the Fifth Falls of the Mistassini and below the 
Devil's Falls of the Peribonca, but always nearer 
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Spawning-time than the month of June. There is no 
doubt that a great deal of exaggeration has been in- 
dulged in respecting the difficulties of ouananiclie 
fishing ; and tliat whatever the cause may be, there is 
a vast amount of diflference between tlie sport afford- 
ed by different specimens of the fish, often even when 
they are similar in size and taken out of tlie same 
water. Occasionally, but not often, unless it be a very 
small one, a ouananiche may be hooked and landed 
without having leaped out of the water at all. Others, 
again, and sometimes heavy lish, content themselves 
with leaping and struggling hard and valiantly, but 
without running out much, if any, line from the reel. 
These are, of coui-se, exceptional cases ; and the angler 
who has had any extended experience of the tish, 
who has fought and killed any large number of 
them in the heavy waters of the Grande Decharge, 
will know something of the many-sidedness of the 
sport, and be ready to concede that at least the pleas- 
urable emotions which it causes the angler cannot 
well be exaggerated. In the vicinity of these rapids, 
the fish can know nothing of the life of indolence and 
luxurious ease that conduces to enervation and efferai- 
The very excitement and unrest of their sur- 
roundings render inactivity impossible to them, while 
the phyaiciil exertion necessarily employed in tijeir 
constant struggles amid the mighty forces of those 
turbulent waters insures for them the possession of 
that courage, agility, and strength that make them 
the recognized champions of the finny warriors of 
Canadian waters. In proportion to their avoirdupois 
they can do more tackle-smashing than any other fish 
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erations it will possess and exhibit all Ihe qualities of 
the Canadian fisli, and vice versa. "When found in 
deep northern Canadian lakes, away from rapid wa- 
ter, the ouananiche makes no such display of ugility 
and cunning as be does in the waters of the Grande 
Decharge, or in similar rapids in the great tributaries 
of Lake St. John. 

It is not surprising, therefore, that those who have 
only met him in the lakes, wliere fae seldom takes the 
fly in summer, and have had to chiefly fish for him 
with the spoon or a bait, siiould lind him a very dlfi'er- 
ent game-fish from those wlio have found and met him 
in the rapid waters of the Ut-charge. It is upon the 
basis of the foregoing that I account for the experience 
of Dr. Clayton M. Daniels, of Buffalo, N. Y., and a 
party of friends, who fished in the country north of 
Lake St. John during the summer of 1893, Writing 
me upon his return to Buffalo, under date of August 
26, 1893, Dr. Daniels said : '-We had a splendid trip 
and excellent fishing, altliougli tlie fly was of little 
use. We captured pike, ouananiche, and trout in qnan- 
tities, until the sjwrt grew wearisome, and we returneti 
two days earlier than was at first intended. Our main 
camp was at Lake Tschotagama. I shot a bear in the 
neck and bled him badly, but he went among the rocks 
on a mountain-side, and I lost him. In regard to the 
fighting qualities of the ouananiche, I think he should 
be third on the list, believing trout and black bass 
should lead in the order named." If my own experi- 
ence of the ouananiche had been limited to fishing for 
it in Lac Tschotagama, Lac aux Kats, and Lac a Jim, 
my opinion of its game qualities would probably about 
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coinciiln with that expressed in the above letter. Ho 1 
grows large, it is true, in these deep lakes, and grows 
fat as wull— 80 fat from the vast amount of fish-food 
upon which he feeds, that he cares little for rising to 
the Rurface in search of insect life, and so displays bat 
few of those game qualities that distinguisli him in the 
(inilido ])6charge of Lake St. John. What less sur- 
[)ri8irig than tliat he should conduct himself with even 
greater gravity when the conditions of his environ- 
ment arc still less conducive to physical activity I 
That the freali-water salmon of Maine should remain 
but a few weeks during the spring near the surface of 
ttio water, and then seek its cool depths for the re- 
mainder of the summer, only to be seduced from its 
lair by dead bait or a weighted fish or s|>oon, while 
tliat of Luke St. John may be found near the surface 
all the season through, is altogether due, I believe, to 
the difference in the temperature of the water. This 
was brfjught specially to my notice in August, 1894, by 
my friend and angling companion Mr. A. N. Cheney, 
who, immeitiately upon arriving at the Decharge and 
placing his hand in tlie water, remarketl upon its ex- 
ceptionally low temperature. Some time after his re- 
turn home Mr. Cheney wrote me a letter, from which 
I extract, by permission, the following notes of valua- 
ble observations made by him : " I satisfied myself 
within ten minutes of reaching tlie Grande Decharge 
why the ouananicbe are talcen at the surface all through 
the season at Lake St. John, and why the landlocked 
salmon of New England retire to deep water in July 
and August. I believe it to be simply a matter of 
temperature. Going from the steamer to the landing 
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I put my hand in the water, and, though it vras the last 
of August, I think the temperature of the water was 
not above 54°. I tried to get a thermometer, but Mr. 
Pattei'son had none. Again and again I tried the 
water with my hand, and it never seemed to me over 
52" to 54°, so far as I could judge. Since I came home 
I have tried the water in fish-cans (iced), and in the 
trout-streams while planting salmon, and then tested 
it with a thermometer. Always my guess teas too hiijh. 
The water was colder than I tliouglit. I have done 
this repeatedly to try my judgment. This tempera- 
ture business I wrote out in full in my note-book 
while at the Grande Decharge, as the reason why the 
ouananiche are taken with the fly at the surface, for I 
do not know of nnj' one having mentioned it. Further- 
more, I found May flies in swarms bursting their cases 
on the warm day that I was down below the grande 
chute at Camp Scott. Now these flies, with us, rise in 
June. I have watched them for years and recorded 
their rise, but in the Grande D6charge tliey were rising 
in August — almost on the 1st of September." 

There is some reason for believing that the ouanar 
niche of Maine and New Hampshire are capable of 
affording much more sjxjrt in the spring of the year 
than many anglers are aware of. It is not long ago 
that a gentleman writing to Mr. Cheney from the 
University Club, New York City, baKardcd the asser- 
tion that the landlocked salmon of New Hampshire 
and Maine lakes could be taken only with live bait 
or a spoon. In his reply to this correspondent, which 
appeared in Forest and Streain of November 17, 
1S94, Mr. Cheney says that in Sunapee Lake, land- 
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locked salmon have taken the fly when it has been 
offered, but that, so far as he can learn, it bas rarely 
been presented to the fish for their acceptance. In 
May, after the ice goes out of Sunapee, and well into 
June, the landlocked salmon are at the surface of the 
water, but nearly every one iishes for them by cast- 
ing a smelt bait or trolling a spoon, and as this suf- 
fices to take many fish, the fishermen are satisfied 
with their methods, and the fly is not cast for them 
except on rare occasions. And Mr, Cheney cites a 
number of instances in which the fish liave risen to 
the fly in these lakes, in the month of May and in 
the early part of June. After -that, they seek deeper 
and cooler water, and the Canadian ouauaniche would 
doubtless do tiie same were it not for the continued 
low temperature of the water which it inhabits, es- 
pecially in or near heavy rapids. 

On the other hand, testimony is not wanting to 
the game qualities, even in the beat of August, of 
the American fish transphmted into Canadian waters. 
I take these paragraphs from a letter addressed to 
the Quebec Morning Chronicle by Mr. AV". P. G-reen- 
ough, of Portneuf, P. Q., under date of August 4, 
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" Some of your readers mriy be interested to know that 1 am now 
assured that the landlocked salmon, the Try of wliicb I planted In 
tlie Bpriog of IS93. liave lived and tliriv»l. I.ast week I caught 
ODD of about otic- linlf- pound weiglit. and yesterday one of one and a 
liaK pounds. The first was too small to display vtrj mucli of tlie 
cb ante teri Stic gumcncas of tbis Qsh. but the ktter was unmistakolile 
in that tespiict. as well as in color und markings. Hia leaps out of 
the water and bis furious rushes were those of the ouanunlche of 
Lake St. John. . . . Three limes be jumped fully two feet Into 
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tlie air. It took n 






> lanil Uim, but oF courae 



I handled him very carefully, not wishing 1o risk the loss of my 
first good specimen, 

" The half-puund fish was uadoubledlj' of tlie secoad gcDcrnllon, 
vhicli bIiowb that tliia valuable game-flsh muy be Introduced inlo 
man; Caaadlan waters where it has not furcnerly existed." 



It is a well-established fact that ouananiclie take 
the fly all the season through at the Grande Decharge, 
but not so readily after the middle of July as before 
it. All through July and August, however, they are 
taken upon the surface in many of the northern tribu- 
taries of Lake St. John, and here some of the largest 
specimens may be obtained— fish weighing from four 
to seven pounds. Such fish may be had in June in 
the Deeharge, live- pounders being then quite plen- 
tiful and in best condition. Often they may be had 
too in the latter part of August. But in the first 
part of that month and the latter half of July the 
fish in the Discharge are apt to run small, unless they 
be sought in still heavier water, some seven to fifteen 
miles below the grande chute. A description of these 
waters, as well as of those in the great Northern woods 
between lakes St. John and Mistassini, will be given 
in the chapters devoted to canoeing and camping 
trips. Meanwhile something must be said of the flies 
suitable for fishing in the Grande D^charge, 

For the June fishing, when the water is high and 
thickly colored, and tho temperature somewhat low, 
nothing better can bo offered the ouananiche than tho 
large and gaudy salmon and trout flies recommended 
for early spring use in the bays at the mouths of the 
Ouiatchouan and Metabetchouan rivers. Under such 
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circumstances the fish seem to take no notice of very 
small flies ; not, at ail events, in the very heavy water 
where the largest fish are generally first found, before 
they grow somewhat lazier and gradually go below — 
in the sense of farther down the stream ^ to seek the 
quiet contentment of the oily, scum-covered pools. Un- 
der both these conditions, until the weather grows quite 
hot and the water somewhat clear, fine, warm days, 
with plenty of sunshine, are the most suitable for the 
sport, and large flies the most likely to attract large 
fish. In fact, at such times, I believe that the larger 
the fly the larger the fish, so long, of course, as the 
former is not large enough to be absolutely refused. 
The Jock Scot, Silver Doctor, Green Drake, Grizzly 
King, Seth Green, Professor, and Coachman, that are 
used in such large sizes for this earliest fishing, must 
be gradually reduced in size, even in the early part of 
July, as the water grows clearer and lower, and the 
temperature both of the air and of the water becomes 
higher. In the latter part of July, the ouananiche in 
the pools of the Grande D(3charge has become an epi- 
cure. He wants the daintiest of flies, and wants them 
in small sizes, too. If two flies are used, the tail one 
may be a Silver Doctor or Jock Scot tied on a No. 
8 hook. The dropper may be an equall}' small 
Professor, Queen of the Water, Keuben Wood, or Hare's 
Ear, or, better still, perhaps, a B. A. Scott or General 
Hooker, about which an interesting ouananiche fish- 
ing story has already been told in Forest and Stream. 
Mayor B. A. Scott, of Roberval, a leading authority 
upon everything connected with the Lake St. John 
country, was fishing with me upon a hot midsummer 
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day when the ouananiche were rising all around us 
in tlie most aggravating manner without apparently 
even looking at our flies at all. They were evidently 
feeding upon insect food, but out of the collection of 
flies then upon the water it was difficult to say which 
they were taking. As soon as we could manage to 
secure a fish at all Mr. Scott cut open its stomach and 
found it nearly full of a small, dun-colored, yellow- 
bodied fly, of which the B. A. Scott is a good imi- 
tation. We caught several of the natural insects that 
day, and, after impaling them upou our hooks, had 
good sport with the ouananiche. When the fly al- 
ready mentioned had been tied from our patterns of 
the natural insect, it was, as I thought, appropriately 
named the " B. A. Scott," and I sent a specimen to Mr. 
A. N. Cheney, of Glens Falts, He recognized it at 
once as almost identical with the " General Hooker," 
which was first tied by Miss Sara McBride. The re- 
semblance between the two is all but perfect, and at 
first sight Mr. Cheney failed to notice any distinction. 
In view of the great amount of confusion created by 
the unnecessary multiplicity of the names of flies, I 
have always felt that after Mr. Cheney's discovery it 
would have lieen well to avoid the double name in 
this case, notwithstanding the fact that the B. A. Scott 
■was undoubtedly a new pattern so far as the gentle- 
man is concerned after whom it was named. But the 
firm which had it tied discovered that it was a killing 
pattern, and one certain to be in large demand for 
ouananiche fishing, and so insisted upon the small dif- 
ference and the special name of their new pattern. 
To me the difference is so imperceptible that I cannot 
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bring myself to believe that it can be distinguished by 
the hsh at all. So I use both names indiscriminately, 
and generally both together. The later pattern is 
sometimes tied with reversed wings. 

Several friends to whoiji I have recommended the 
fly have found it very successful. Mr. J. B. Lawrence, 
Jr., of New York, wrote me on the itth of August, 
lS9i, as follows: "Mr. Fox and I spent two half- 
days and one whole day fishing at the Grande D^ 
charge, and had as good sport as any reasonable man 
could ask for. We did not take any over three and 
a half pounds, but took several two and a half to 
three pound fish. ... I found the B. A. Scott one 
of the best flies for the ouananiche, and am much 
obliged to you for telling me about it." Sometimes it 
ia the experience of fishermen that the fish will take 
any fly that may be offered them. Mr. Robert E. 
Plumb, of Detroit, writing on the 2Sth of June, 1894, 
said : " I divided the flies [ B. A. Scott or General 
Hooker] among our friends, and all of us took fish 
with them. Indeed, we did on everything we used. 
One fly seemed to do the work about as well as 
another and no better. "We had a delightful time at 
the Grande Decharge and lots of fish." 

Eed is not, generally siKjaking, a good color to enter 
into the composition of ouananiche flies. As a rule, the 
fish will have nothing to do with it. Mr, McCarthy- 
mentions the Red Ibis among tlie flies that he enu- 
merates as useful for ouananiche fishing, and I sup- 
pose that he must have tried it upon such a day aa 
that described above by Mr. Plumb, when one fly 
seemed to do the work about as well as another. 
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In the hottest and clearest weather of the short, hot 
Canadian summer it requires, indeed, all one's skill to 
entice the ouananiche, and then, too, as Mr. J. G. A. 
Creigliton so well puts it, "If you understand the 
fine art of dry Hy-fishing, and can mancpuvre a tiny 
dun on a 12 or 13 hook so as to look like the real 
article, and can also handle large, flsh on the fine 
tackle required, you will get good sport and the sat- 
isfaction which comes of catching fish as Reynolds 
mixeti his colors — with brains." 

It does require hrains, and experience as well, to 
handle the ouananiche upon the exceedingly minute 
hooks and delicate gossamer-like gut that is employed 
upon the Loch Leven and other Scotch trout-waters. 

Various are the rods employed in the Lake St. John 
waters. Grilse rods are sometimes called into requisi- 
tion for ouananiche Jishing, both by those preferring 
a sliarp, quick struggle with the fish to a protracted 
fight, and by those who have had but little experience 
in fighting it in heavy watpr. The usual tool em- 
ployed is atrout-rotl weighing from seven to nine 
ounces, and personally I believe this to be the most 
serviceable for the purpose. But there are experienced 
anglers who enjoy the sport of killing the fish upon a 
five-ounce rod, and no doubt there is keen enjoyment 
in the struggle, particularly when no compensation 
for the lightness and pliability of the rod is taken in 
the shape of automatic adjuncts; possessing which, the 
hooka the fish and the self-acting reel does 
the rest. I freely admit that with a very light rod 
and so stubborn a fighter as the ouananiche an auto- 
matic reel is almost essential to success, because of 
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the diSlculty under such circumstances of recovering 
tiio slack of tlie line. But ivilh a rod heavy enough to 
recover a long hne quickly in a strong current — say 
one of seven or eight ounces in weight — I believe more 
sport can be had by the angler playing his own fisii 
and keeping his line taut with the aid of the good olJ- 
fashioned multiplying reel, than in his employment of 
a lighter rod and the automatic care of his fish and 
line. It is certain that more skill is required in the 
saving of the fish when the angler has to do it all 
himself without any automatic aid. 

The line should bo waterproofed and not of unnec- 
essary weight. Its length should be not less than 150 
to 200 feot. I have never found any particular ad- 
vantage in having a dyed casting.liue for these waters, 
but am well aware that there is quite a conflict of 
opinion on this subject. 

Itobert Salter, who, in ISll, published The Modem 
Angler, has the following practical remarks : 

"1 littvc heard mnnj' iogenions unglera conlend for tbe prefer- 
ence llial slaiued silk-worm gut la ciitil.led lo fur fly-Qshing. wbicli 
1b nn opinion 1 cannot agree wlih, and shall tftke this opportuniiy 
of wplalnltiiE my reason for k : the color of gut, as imported, is 
more difficult to he distinguished in ckar water than nny oilier tlttt 
lias hitherto been suhstliuted ; liut as example is more perauaein 
thao precept, boil the oulaide sheila, or leaves, of wulniils In alum 
water ; when cold put into it a length of gut, and it will, in a abort 
time, become brown. Boil b fen clilpa of logwoixl \a nlutu water, 
BDtt it will atnin jour gut blue ; thcii put a short lluk of each color 
with one tliat ia unstained inro a hnlf-pint tumhtcr of clear water, 
place it In ihc upper part of a window when the sun slilncs o 
and gradually retire, keeping your eye filed on the objects in tbe 
glass uniil one of tbcm disappears: you will then be convinced 
that it lequlrea not tbe aid of pbilosopby to decide wbich color Is 
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entitled to the preference; jel, for boiium fislilng iu rivers, wlieu 
they are iliaculored by floods or Curbary water, a line very ligblly 
tinted with wslnui stain I have no objection to: or for pool fishing, 
while tlie weeds continue green, If the bottom link be very lightly 
Unged with the logwoml dye, it may aid the deception." 

The gut of which the casting-line for ouananiche is 
composed should be good, strong salmon gut, and for 
the end of July and tlie August fishing as fine as is 
consistent with strength. On account of the difficulty 
of taking a large, lively fish into a birch-bark canoe, 
and because of the awkward places ashore, where it is 
often necessary for the guides to land the ouananiche, 
I find it useful to employ a somewhat longer handle 
for my landing-net than is customary. 

You can get more than ouananiche in many of the 
oily pools of the Decharge bj- dry fly-fishing. There 
are uumbers of whitefish there, and in warm, balmy 
weather they may be seen basking in the sun upon the 
surface of the water. They do not take the fly very 
freely, and when they are hooked must bo very ten- 
derly played, lest the hook be torn from the raouth. 
They are usually only taken, too, upon very light 
tackle. I have had tliem afford me splendid sport, and 
have also known of specimens having been taken here 
by Mr. Floyd, of Boston, and Mr. W. A. Griffiths, of 
Quebec. Tiiese are the Coreyfmus dupeifonnis, and 
Dot to bo confounded with the coarse chub or ou/iowcA^ 
of these watei-s, a most abundant species here, known 
scientifically as Seinutilus huUaris. In mentioning 
other neighbors of the ouananiche in the Grande 
D6charge I may say that trout are few and far be- 
tween. Onlj' very occasionally isfontinalia taken in 
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its rapids or intervening pools. But pike are plentiful 
in some localities, and Mr. Ciieney tells of one weigh- 
ing fourteen pounds that be caught on a ispoon in Au- 
gust, 1894, in a pool out of which he had just taken 
a ouanatiiche weighing three and one -half pounds. 
"Rather queer tenants," adiJs Mr. Cheney, "of the 
same pool, for a tandem of such ouananiche could 
have gone down the throat of the pike without touch- 
ing a fin at the entrance-gate." And he refers to the 
incident in Forest and Stream, to show the ability ot 
the fresh-water salmon, once it has grown to fair size, 
to take very good care of itself so far as predatory 
fish are concerned. Both the instinct of self-preserva- 
tion and tiie ability to take care of itself must indeed 
be highly developed in the ouananiche of Lake St. 
John, in vietv of the immense numbers and size of the 
pike inhabiting its waters. These and other neigh- 
bora of the ouananiche are treated of at greater length 
in another chapter. 

From the middle of August to the end of the ouana- 
niche season, on the 15lh of September, larger fish, if 
fewer in number, are taken in and about the D&jharge 
than in the latter part of July and commencement of 
August. The fine tly-fishing of the heated term again 
gives way to the use of somewhat larger flies, and at 
this season of the year I have done fairly well with 
the McCarthy ouananiche fly, something of a cross be- 
tween a Jock Scot and Silver Doctor, beautifully tied, 
and given me by Mr. Eugene McCarthy, of Syracuse. 
Some fish were tempted, too, by the Mead fly, a pretty 
representation of a yellow-bodietl insect in an imago 
state, obtained by Mr, Cheney from Portland, Oregon, 
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and which I feel quite certain will prove a killing fly 
for these waters in the June ouananiche fishing. Some 
exceptionally good catches are made with the spoon 
in the end of the season, not only in the D&harge 
itself, but also in that part of the lake immediately 
above it, and especially around the different islands 
in the viciniiy. 

The best fly-fishing for ouananiciie at the end of the 
season is undoubtedly to be had in the Metabetchouan 
Rivet — not in its mouth, as in the spring, but at the 
foot of its picturesque falls, some five miles up from 
the lake. The place is rather difficnlt of access, but 
the visitor, either in August or in the early part of 
September, is amply recompensed for the trouble of 
reaching it, both by the wild grandeur of the sur- 
roundings and by the nature of the angling to be 
obtained. The ouananiche taken there are on their 
way to their spawning-bcds, and are, for the most 
]mrt, large. Colonel Andrew C. P. Haggard, D.S.O., 
a brother of the famous novelist, had a most success- 
ful catch here in September, 1892, fishing with the 
phantom minnow, and Forest and Strea^n has recorded 
that on the 4th and 5th of September, 1894, Rev. Dr. 
Van Dyke, of the Brick Presbyterian Church, New 
York, took thirty-two fish there, weighing one hundred 
and thirty-six pounds, nearly all on small flies, most- 
ly the Reuben Wood, Professor, Dark Coachman, and 
Hare's Ear. 

In the northern tributaries of Lake St. John and 
their adjacent waters are to ho found the best sum- 
mer fishing-grounds for ouananiche. The sport that 
they afford does not materially differ from that to be 
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had in the Decharge in ttie spring of tlie year; that 
is to say, of course, the angling to be had in the rapids 
of the rivers and at the foot of many of the chutes. 
The most important of these fishiug-places will b© 
described later, as well as the lakes in which are found 
the large, dark-colored fish known to the Indians as 
" ouchachoumac " or "salmon" instead of ouananiohe, 
and almost invariably taken with bait, phantom min- 
nows, or the spoon. 

Before closing the description of the sport afford- 
ed by angling for ouananiche, let us hear what the 
Kev. Dr. Van Dyke, and Messrs. Creighton, Murray, 
Myers, Kit Clarke, and McCarthy have had to say OD 
the subject. 

Creighton, in American Game Fishes, thus admira^ 
bly describes the fight of a fairly large fish : 

■' Presently, while quietly reeliug In an excess of line, down goea 
the rod'lip with a amart jerk; there is a terribly long pftuse of 
about half n sccood, then tlie reel sings, nnd tbirly yards aw^ 4 
silver bar flashes through the air three or four times in quick suc- 
cession, for it [s a fresh-run fish hooked lu a tender spot. You re- 
cover a little line, then out it goes again with more pyrotechnics. 
At the end of ten or fifteen minutes he comes JQ meekly, with ui 
occasional remonstrance, and you tliink it lime fur the net. The 
leader shows above tbe water and the rod curves into a semicircle, 
but DO strain you can put on raises the Ssh farther, which circles 
slowly around. A sudden dash under your feel drags the rod'lip 
under water, but is foiled by a quick turn of the canoe. Then c 
tclegrapliic circuit seems to have been established through your 
tired arms lo your spine. The Ssh Is standing on bis head, worry- 
ing the fly like a bulldog, and slapping at tlie leader with his tail. 
All nt once the rod springs buck and you are heavily splashed by a 
leap almost into your face. This occurs half a dozen times. He 
miiy jump into the canoe, perhaps over it: I have seen a want^ 
nishe caught iu the air in the lunding-net, after it bad shaken tli« 
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By out of Its mouUi. He is far more likely, however, to smiisli rod 
and Uckle, unless you lower the lip smortly. Some more runs 
may follow or a sulklng-Gt. The more be is kept moving tbe 
sooner he will tire. It is well to keep l)im in band with as heavy 
& strELD aa can be riskcJ, for lie fights to the lost, and there is no 
kQOwjiig what he may do. Even wiien ho comes to rhe eurfoce 
and shows his white Hide, the sight of the landing-net nerves him 
to wliat the pugilists call ' a game Bninh.' Three-quarters of an 
hour have gone when Narcisse slips the net under him with a quick 
but sure scoop, and kills him with a blow from Ibe paddle. ' Cat 
ieriev»cment grosM,' he says, aa he holds up a twenty-Hve-inch fish. 
Beally tbe balance docs seem wrong when it marks only five 
pounds," 

And "Adirondack" Murray contributes this to the 
literature of the subject: 

' ■ In Lake St. John Uial wonder of game-Bsh, the noted ouana. 
niche, Is freely taken. In otic of the rivers Sowing into llie lake, up 
a short distance from the mouth of it, over six hundred of these 
mngnificent flsh could be counted in one poul as 1 passed through 
lite neighborhood last fall. In look they are mucli like our land- 
locked salmon, hut heavens, how they rise lo our flies I And how 
■tout and aluhborn Ihey are ! How they fight it out with the rods- 
man t Many nn American rod will he smaslied. I fancy, next sum- 
iner, and many a sloui and trusty tackle broken by these stultbora 
flgblers. that yield not even to the salmon In tlic fierce energy of 
their piny." 

The Rev, Dr. Henry Van Dyke has written of a 
pool in the Grande Decharge that was full of fish of 
varions kinds. To quote his own words : 

" But the prince of tbe pool was Hie flghilng ouananiche, the lit- 
tie salmon of St. John. Here let me cliant thy praise, thou noblest 
and moat blgh-nilndcd flsh, tbe cleanest feeder, the merriest liver, 
the loftiest lenper, and the bravest warrior of all creatures Ihnt 
swim I Thy cousin, the trout, in bis purple and gold wlib crlmsoD 
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spots, wears a more splendid armor than thj russet and silver mot- 
tled with black, but thine is the kinglier nature. His courage and 
skill, compared with thine, 

**Are as moonlight onto tODllght, 
And as water onto wine." 

" The old salmon of the sea who begat thee long ago in these in- 
land waters became a backslider, descending again to the ocean, 
and grew gross and heavj with coarse feeding. 

'*But thou, unsalted salmon of the foaming floods, not land- 
locked, as men call thee, but choosing of thine own free will to 
dwell on a loftier level, in the pure, swift current of a living stream, 
hath grown in grace and risen to a better life. 

''Thou art not to be measured by quantity but by quality, and 
thy five pounds of pure vigor will outweigh a score of pounds of 
flesh less vitalized by spirit. Thou feedest on the flies of the air, 
and thy food is transformed into an aerial passion for flight, as thou 
springest across the pool, vaulting towards the sky. Thine eyes 
have grown large and keen by peering through the foam, and the 
feathered hook that can deceive thee must be deftly tied and deli- 
cately cast. Thy tail and fins by ceaseless conflict with the rapids 
have broadened and strengthened, so that they can flash thy slen- 
der body like a living arrow up the fall. As Launcelot among the 
knights, so art thou among the fish, the plain-armored hero, the 
sunburnt champion of all the water-folk." 

From an article in the American Field by Mr. E. J. 
Myers, of New York, we take the following: 

"Of all the finny tribes that possess game qualities, ounce for 
ounce and inch for inch, the ouananiche outranks them all and 
affords the keenest sport. I do not exclude any denizen of the 
deep; for, without boasting, I have killed the Atlantic salmon — 
Salmo salar — on the Newfoundland and Labrador rivers ; striped 
bass, in the ocean breakers ; speckled trout, at Virgin Falls, on the 
Nipigon ; black bass, at Pine Lake, Ontario, and over all I place the 
ouananiche — the landlocked salmon of the country north of Lake 
St. John ! 

"I take my salmon - fishing with honest devotion to the game 
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qnaUtiea ot the Salmo talar, nnd yet I deem my Eummer outing io- 
compleW and maTrud unless I (tniali it wltli a cast for llils wortliy 
scion of bis royal progenitor. So I have Journeyed from the num- 
ber and tbe EfiquiDiaux. down the Struila of Belle late and Gulf ot 
tliB Bt. Lawreooe. up to Rulicrval, to meet my guides, resting not 
until at Ibe Cinqui^me Cliute I slept upOD a bed ot balsam and pine 
tbat laughed to scorn all couolies of down. What of the ouana- 
niche ? This is tlie ttstimooy I give, as I hare heretofore writt^ii It: 
'■'This is no deuixen ot still and Blagnnnt water, no poltroon of 
running waters, nursing his strength in cowardly nmbusb, lying in 
wail beneath lily pnda, or linking in weeds for the victim to piisa. 
upon which ho wjli ruthlessly prey ; no savage monster, patterned 
after crocodile, with cruel fangs filling a gavlai muzzle to devour 
his victim, who, once impaled upon bail or spoon, cowardly cornea 
to strand or canoe like some great bully called to stand by pure 
pluclcand not pbyalquc. No I the ouananiehe lights as if ho would 
pluck forth the weapon that has stAbbed him and wiih it turn and 
attack his assailant. Up In tbe nir six or seven limes, high and low, 
shaking his head to expel the hook, with wit and cunning tugging 
nt the line deep under waler until you fairly feet the barb tear the 
flesh al the end, rising to the surface and thrashing the wat«r until 
tbe line is one inextricable tangle, so goes the battle on. Let no one 
■ relax his vigilance or ahnte one Jot of effort until the ouauaniche be 
suspended on the balance, or else a deep-drawn breath and — a great 
struggle with yourself will attest the ignominious end. This foe 
livvs in Ihe rushing floods, under falls where the rainbow forever 
gleams In the sun, amid eddies circling down the foaming tide — 
where in the whirl of tumultuous watetF, current neutralizes current 
— and there encircled bya ring of turlnilent waves the pools form ; 
there with muscles always in motion, turning into pliant steel, and 
Ht all times keenly vigilant and alert, never at rest, does the ouana- 
niehe get form, color, strength, and courage. Flashing through the 
foam, through the seething waters as they tumultuously pour down 
rocky gorge and pass, over precipitous falls — lenping high up the 
fall and ascending against its mighty power — there the "survivnl 
of the fittest" working to perfect end In natural selection, tbe oua- 
naniehe gets his superb development of form and muscle, with the 
gift of indomitable courage. As the salmon flsbermnn kills the 
lordly .Siimo lalar weighing from fifteen to sixteen pounds wiili a 
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twenty-eix-oanoo rod and diiUity flics, bo I make war on U ptlil 
man weigliing from tliree lo eight pounds with rods weighing from 
four and onc-bnlf to seven ounces, and use the same daioij flits, 
only smaller — Jock Scot, Silver Doctor, Durham Ranger, Cockrobio, 
etc. Yet do they SRain and ngnin fail to tempt hia capricioua appe- 
tite, Tor his fancy is fickle and vacilluting. worn lo satiety like some 
old gourmel.' 

•• At the FirUi Falls I have killed 14S fishes, weighing from three 
to six pounds, in Line days, and this not counting those stabbed, 
played, and lost, nfteo after longest flgiit ; and, nILncTschotogama. 
I have killed the ouananicbe ns heavy as eight pounds. At Lake 
Tscliolognma. in a sranii body of water nboul seven miles long by 
atjout two miles wide, I have killed Irout weighing eight pounds, 
ouananlcho weighing eight pounds, and pike weighing forty-seveD 
pounds; 'but that is anotberslory.'" 

Kit Clarke says : 

" Two or three American lakes, to wliich this piebald champion 
has been transplanted, know liim as ths landlocked salmon, but In 
Lake St. John alone docs he display bis amazing and obstinate 
strength, his marvellous fluesse, his tempestuous somersaults, and 
his tremendous flgbllng qualities. Weight for weigiit, he is Im- 
measurably tiie grandest game that has yet fallen to the flsberman's 
lure. In general outline the ouananiche is a far more graceful flsh 
than the salmon, and in delicncy and in flavor of flesh is infinitely 
more palatable than either salmon or trout. As a game-flsh, afford- 
ing stimulating sport, and fomenting excitement in its capture, lie 
is absolutely sovereign of the watery kingdom. Tlie sportsman 
whose hook tlie Brst time Impales tlic fish will be dumfounded at 
the tremendous leaps and fiery stniggles of this heroic antagonist. 
His vigorous contentions are astounding, while at every leap into 
the air lie turns a complete somersault, all the while shaking his 
head with the Scrceness of an enraged tiger. Tliese terrific leaps 
are so continuous that one seems to be fighting the fish in the air 
as much as in the water," 

Mr. Eugene McCarthy, in The Leaping Ouananiche, 
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"A ouananicbe of about three pouads' weight will require fully 
flftecD to tweoty minuies or more to Itill it, and it will figbt hard 

■'Now it will leap from tho water Hoy where from two or three to 
B dozen times, rising fully three or four feet frnm the surface, re- 
turning 10 the water only lo make aa immcdinte wild rush lowardB 
llie bottom. If oenr a fali it will make many attempts lo rush un- 
der the fulling water, or in the rough part of ihe rapiils, there lo 
sullc, pull, and often shake violently lo release the hook. Then, 
perhaps, a rush towards the fisherman, e. quick turu and deep down 
ngkln. a moment's rest and then n violeut nice to and fro, aa far as 
the line will permit. The jumps nre quick, and occur when least 
expected, ofrcn following one another in quick EUCcessloD. In fact, 
the fish are never at rest, but cliuogc tliclr tactics every moment. 
Each flsh Itglils differently ; the method pursued in calchlog one 
will scarcely apply lo the next. The hand and mind must net in 
unison quickly, and both wJU l>e thorougtily occupied. ... Be pre- 
pared to lose, as a rule, more llsh th»n you save ; that is the com- 
mon experience." 

Lovers of the fish and of the sport that it affords 
will be gratified to know that so far — that is, up to the 
end of 1895 — despite itio hundreds of anglers visiting 
the ouananiche waters of Lake St. John, there is no 
apparent diminution in the supply of the fish, though 
in his article published in American Game Fishes, in 
1892, Mr. J. G. A. Creighton expressed the fear that 
their speedy extinction would follow the opening up 
of the region to tourists by a railway. Under a for^ 
mer administration of the government of this province, 
the netting of this magnificent fish for tlie markets 
was actually permitted for a time. The lion, E, J, 
Flynn, the present Commissioner of Crown Lands, haa 
devoted special attention to the protection of the fish ; 
but, despite the presumed alertness of the gamekeep- 
ers and fish inspectors, there is still much surreptitious 
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netting going on in the vicinity of Isle Ronde and else- 
where by natives of St. Gedeon. and also at tbe mouth 
of LaBelle Riviere. It is, of course, difficult to restrain 
the careless greed of wasteful anglers, and the fish is 
yet plentiful enough to warrant the adoption of a law- 
limiting the number per rod that should lie killed in a 
single day. "When it is a well-known fact that from 
forty to fifty ouananiche per day have been killed aa 
well as landed, and that to a single rod, there is need 
indeed of some more powerful deterrent from shame- 
ful waste than the sweet, sportsman-like ajjpeal of 
Dame Juliana Berners, prioress of Sopwell, near St. 
Albans, now over four hundred years old, and which 
I may be pardoned for quoting from her " Treatyse of 
fysshynge wy th an angle, emprynted at Westraestre by 
Wynkyn the Worde, the yere thyncarnacon of oar 
Lorde 14S6," as follows: 

" AICq ye flinll not be to rnuenoas in rakjng of jour fayd game 
ns to moche at one lymo : whjclie ye niiye lygUlly doo yf ye doo 
jneiierf poynL sa tbU prcfent treatyfe (ticnytb you ineiiery poynt, 
■wliycli lyglitly be occafyon to dyftroje your owne dyfportes and 
other mennys slfo. As wbnn ye Iwue a fuflycyeni mete ye fbolda 
coveyte nomorc as at tliat time. . . . And nli tbofe timt done after 
tliix rulo riiall baue tbe blcfCyno of god & tayat Petyr, whycht 
lie Ihoyra graunte Ibnl wyth liis precyous blood ts boughte." 



And in view of that incident in Holy Writ, in 
which the command went forth to gather up the frag- 
ments that remained from five barley loaves and two 
small fishes, after five thousand people had dined i 
upon them, "that nothing be lost," which of us shall 
make 80 bold as to declare that the dear, good prioress , 
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exaggerates the sin of waste or the reward that shall 
follow the proper use of God's good creatures ? 

The ouananiche is being transplanted into other Ca- 
nadian waters. The Maine fish has been introduced by 
Mr. Greenough into his private waters back of Port- 
neuf, and Mr. Seaton is making arrangements to plant 
fish from Lake St. John in some of the waters of the 
Triton Tract. Nothing has yet been done, unfortu- 
nately, towards the artificial hatching of the Canadian 
ouananiche. It is to be hoped that this may soon be 
remedied, and that experiments may also be made 
looking to an improvement in the size of the fish by 
crossing it with either the landlocked salmon of Maine 
or the Sahno salur of our coastal streams. 
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It has been the custom of most writers upon the 

ouauaniche of Canada, and is still the habit of many 

of them, to speak of it as peculiar to Lake St. John 

and its tributary waters. This ignorance of the real 

facts as to the occurrence of the fish is doubtless due 

to the difficulty of reaching any of the other rivers 

or lakes in which it is found. Few of these latter 

have ever been visited for the pleasure derived from 

€shtng thera. With the exception of portions of one 

or two streams flowing into the lower St. Lawrence, 

our information rcBi>ecting the finny inhabitants of 

these ouananiche waters is derived only from the re- 

jiorts of members of the Geological Survey of Canada, 

and from those of Provincial Land Surveyors, Indians, 

etc. The first mention that I can find of the existence 

of these fish in the Province of Quebec in other than 

,tiie Lake St. John waters, is in the report of the 

Irown Lands Department of this province for 1SS7, 

here Guardian Lattey, of the Megantic Fish and 

Club, states that he has been told that there 

fere" winnonish" in Arnold Bog. He admits that be 

iver canght any of them, and I was at first strongly 
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inclined to the belief that his information wai 
roneous. It is probable, however, that they have 
been transplanted there from some of the Maine 
waters. 

Mr. T, Simard, a surveyor and geometrician of the 
Crown Lands Department of Quebec, a very safe and 
careful observer, reports that in 1SS9 he found the 
ouananiche, as well as trout, in great quantities in the 
lakes of the Goynish, and especially in Lake Victor. 
The Goynish flows into the St. Lawrence north of the 
island of Anticosti, and there is no doubt as to the ex- 
actitude of Mr. Siraard's classification of the fish, for 
Mr. Gosselio, who made a separate survey of the lower 
part of the river from that of Mr. Siraanl, agrees with 
the latter, that the existence of the salmon from the 
sea could only be verified for a distance of four 
miles from the mouth of the stream. Quite a succes- 
sion of falls intervenes between the Siilmon-pool four 
miles from the mouth of the river and the lakes in 
which Mr. Simard found the ouananiche. Mr. Si- 
mard's report of the existence of ouananiche in the 
Goynish, or, as the Indians call it, the Aguamuo, is 
confirmed by the statement of Mr. D. C. Morency, In- 
spector of Surveys for the Province of Quebec, from 
whom I learn, through Mr. C. E. Gauvin, C.E., of the 
Crown Lands Department, the Government Superin- 
tendent of Surveys, that he lias found a species of 
salmon that certainly does not come from the St. 
Lawrence, not only in the Goynish, but also in the 
Wat-shu-shoo and Piastre-baie rivers. 

It is probable that the ouananiche occurs in many 
of the Labrador rivers flowing into the lower St. Law- 
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rence. Two years after tlie appearance of Mr. Si- 
inard's report respecting the existence of the fish in the 
lakes of the Goj'nish system, Mr. J. G, A, Creighton's 
monograph upon the landlocked salmon was printed in 
Shields's Arru'rican Game Fishes. Therein he states: 
" In some of the rivers of Labrador, which are all sim- 
ply the connections between and discharges of exten- 
sive lake systems, I found and identified, in 1S89, my 
well-known friend, the ' wananishe.' " 
r It has long been a well-known fact that the ouana- 
rOiche existed in the principal tributaries of Lake St. 
John, as well as in the lake itself and in its discharge, 
and Mr. Creighton errs in supposing that only a few 
anglers knew the fish or its habitat until lately. 
Many Canadian anglers, Quebecers in particular, had 
fished the Grande Decharge several years ago, but 
little had been written of the fish in English untd Mr. 
Hallock's description of it in the Fishing Tovriat and 
in his Sj»ortsman^8 Gazetteer. It is true that Boucbette 
had described it long before in his standard work upon 
Canadian topography, and before the date of publica> 
tion of his book we find official mention of its exist- 
ence in Lake St. John, in a rejwrt addressed to the 
Legislative Assembly of Canada, in 1829, by Captain 
Nixon, an English olKcer. Mr. Creighton admits, else- 
where, that the ouananiche has been well known since 
the settlement of the Lake St, John region, about 
1850, and that it was familiar to the Indians and 
Hudson Bay Company's voyageiirs long before then. 
As a matter of fact, it must have been known to the 
Indians for as long a time as Lake St. John itself, and 
the original French inhabitants of the country were 
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acquainted with it from the time of their earliest I 
visits to the great lake. Of this the mentioa of it 
in their literature leaves no shadow of doubt. Xearly ] 
two and a half centuries ago, De Quen, the Jesuit mis- i 
aionary. who was the first white man to set foot upon 
the shore of Lake St. John, described it. in his lidati'tn J 
of l(i4t, as a salmon ; and we have already seen in the 
chapter on the philology of the fish, that in the oldest 
book of the Moutagnais mission at Betsiamitz, written 
hy Rev. Father Masse, a contemporary of De Quen, 
its Indian name, " ouananicbe," is given. It is true 
that not many American anglers visited Lake St. John ' 
to fish for ouananicbe before the construction of the 
railway, though a number of British officers did s 
and so did many Canadians. It is also true that Hal- i 
lock and Creighton were among the first to make , 
known the game qualities of the fish to American ' 
anglers. But it is probable that very few of those 
who angle for ouananicbe, even as far north of Lake 
St. John as Tschotagama, Lac i Jim, or the Fifth Falls 
of the Mistassini, have any idea of the wide distribu- 
tion of this particular member of SalmtmidcB, even in 
the waters that are tributary to Lake St. John. I 
have discovered no Indian and no surveyor who will 
undertake to set a northern hmit for the occurrence 
of the ouananicbe in the valleys of the Ashuapmoa- 
chouan and Mistassini rivers. But there is abun- i 
dant evidence that they are found at least two hun- 
dred and fifty miles north of Lake St, John, in the ' 
Peribonca ; and Lake Manouan, the headwaters of one 
of ita principal branches, contains large numbers of 
them. Their existence there has been reported by Sir. 
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John Bigneli, Dominion Land Surveyor; and Mr. P. H. 
Dumais, Surveyor and Geometrician, re[>orted on the 
eubject in 18S9 to the Crown Lands Department of 
Quebec as follows : " This lake (Manouan) is full of 
fish ; its ouananiche, salmon, trout, and whitefish are 
superior to those of Lake St, John, thanks to the for- 
mation of the bed of the lake, which is composed solely 
of sand, while three-quarters of that of Lake St. John 
is composed of marl and clay." 

The best if not the only authority upon the occur- 
rence of the ouananiche in those Labrador waters that 
are carried to the sea by a northerly or easterly course 
is Mr, A. P. Low, the intrepid explorer of the Geo- 
logical Survey of Canada, who led the expedition of 
3S93-fii that traversed the great peninsula from Lake 
St. John to Ungava Bay, and from the mouth of the 
Hamilton River at Esquimaux Bay to the headwaters 
of that river in the interior of Labrador, and thence 
southward to the St. Lawrence. To this eminent au- 
thority I am indebted for the following notes: 

OUANANICHE OF TUE INTERIOR OF LABRADOR 



"This fish is found in many of thestreams that flow 
from the table-land of the interior, and is not confined 
to any particular watershed, as it lives in the northern, 
eastern, and southern rivers. 

" The central table-land. like all areas of Canada un- 
derlain by archa?an rock, is covered with an intricate 
network of lakes connecteil by river stretches, and 
the general slope of the country is so gentle, and the 
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change from one direction of slope to another so easy, 
that a number of large lakes near the watershed ara 
known to have two outlets flowing in opposite direc- 
tions. An instance of this kind may be cited in Fox 
Lake, a large lake southeast of Nichicoon. The south- 
ern discharge of this lake falls into the St. Lawrence 
by the Mantcougan River, while its northern outlet 
forms the headwaters of the Koksoab River, that flows 
into Ungava Bay. This intimate connection of the 
headwaters of the various rivers must greatly aid the 
wide distribution of fish such as the ouananiche. I 
found thera in the K oksoak Riper for adistance of nearly 
two hundred miles below Lake Caniapscow. Between 
the place where last seen and the sea are four chutes, 
one of which at least could not be passed by salmon 
from below, aa it has a sheer fall of sixty feet. My 
guide of the summer of 1894 informed me that ouanor 
niche were found in the lakes and river stretches of 
the upper part of the Cleorge River, which also emp- 
ties into Ungava Bay, 

"On tiie eastern watershed we frequently caught 
landlocked salmon on both branches of the Hamilton 
River, above the Grand Falls, where the sheer fall is 
three hundred feet. Salmon only ascend the Hamil- 
ton River twenty miles above its mouth, where they 
are stopped by a small fall, which is impassable on 
account of the peculiar manner in which the water 
er a ledge of rock, 

"Ouananiche were taken in the great Lake Hichi- 
kamow, at the head of the Northwest River, which 
also empties into Hamilton Inlet. 

" No fish were taken in the Eomaine River, flowing 
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into the St. Lawrence, but my guide informed me that 
the salmon occurred at the head of that stream and of 
Natashquau River. 

" I do not know what the theories are regarding the 
occurrence of these fish in inland waters, but of one 
thing I am certain, and that is, they have never as- 
cended from the sea to their present haunts since the 
close of the glacial period, and I hardly think the 
conditions were favorable then. My idea is that the 
salmon was originally a fresh- water fish, and acc|uired 
the sea-going habit, 

" I have never heard of ouananiche in the waters of 
the western slope of Labrador— that is, in the rivers 
flowing into Hudson Bay. 

"It may interest yon in this connection to learn 
that the ' pickerel ' is not found in the rivers of the 
Dorthern and eastern watersheds, although common in 
the western rivers. In the Hamilton River, above the 
Grand Falls, there is the finest trout-hshing inCanada — 
all large fish, none under three pounds, and from that 
to seven pounds, and plenty of thein in all the rapids. 
Below the Grand Falls the fish are plentiful but small. 

"Last summer, on several occasions, I took white- 
fish on a fly — May fly, with rubber ganze wings, 

"I think this is about all I can give you of interest 
in a short way, unless it be that the weight of the oua- 
naniche taken varied from one to three and a half 
pounds. The guide said that they sometimes were 
caught up to seven or eight pounds." 



The specific character of the above notes, and the 
reliable nature of the source whence thev have been 
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derived, warrants the statement that they definitely 
settle, once for all, tlie broad outlines of the geograph- 
ical distribution of the ouauanicbe, and designate tbe 
entire Labrador peninsula, with tbe single exceptioa 
of its western watei-sbed, as its Canadian environment. 
In external appearance, the ouananiche of the in- 
terior of Labrailor do not differ from those found in 
Lake St. John and the brackish waters of the Sague- 
nay nearly as much as do different specimens of brook- 
trout taken from the same stream. As I write I have 
before me the well-preserved skin of a small ouana- 
niche, sixteen inches in length, which was caught on 
July 7, 1804, in the Ashuantpi branch of the llamil- 
ton River, and for which I am indebted to Mr. Low. 
It is one of very few specimens from the interior — one 
of the only lot brought out to civilization. The silvery 
Bides and belly of tiie lish, and its various markings, 
including the five large circular black spots on the gill- 
oovers, and tlio XX marks upon the upper part of the 
Bides, are al moat identical with those of tbe fisb found 
in tbe Cf ran do D Charge. In the brightnessof its livery 
this specimen offers nearly as much contrast asdo the 
Lake St. John fish with tbe large, dark ouananiche 
of Lao d Jim, Lac Tschotagama, and Lao aux Rats, 
known to tbe Indians as ouchachoumac (pronounced 
ou-shar-shu-mack), or salmon. The dentition is alike 
in all those fish. I have found it impossible to obtain 
one of the Labrador tisb for dissection, but in external 
appearance it conforms exactly, as already stated, to 
that of the Lake St. John ouananiche. An examina- 
tion of tbe skin before me shows: Brancliiostegals, 10; 
dorsal, 13; pectoral, 14; ventral, 9; anal, 10. 
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THE CANADIAN ENVmONiTENT OF THE 
OUANANICHE 



Only io very recent years have Mr. A. P. Low, of 
the Geological Survey of Canada, and others discov- 
ered that it was an error to regai-d the ouananiche as 
peculiar to Lake St. John and its tributary waters. 
Prior to that discovery a description of the Canadian 
environment of this remarkable fish would have been 
a much lighter task than it is to-day, when it involves 
at least a reference to the entire Labrador peninsula. 
Within the last few years, as already seen in the 
chapter on the "Geographical Distribution of the 
Ouananiche," the fish has been shown to inhabit wa- 
ters flowing into Ungava Bay and the Atlantic Ocean, 
as well as those tfat find their way into the iSt. 
Lawrence througu the deep gorge of the Sagitenay. 

As an instance of the extent of the Northeast Ter- 
ritories, which form a large part of the Labrador pe- 
ninsula, it has been pointed out by Mr. A. H. D. Ross, 
of the Dominion Geological Survey, that Moose Fort, 
on James Bay, is as far from the easterly point of 
Labrador as it is from "Washington. The interior of 
this vast territory has always been beyond the line 
of accurate knowledge. It is as trul}- a terra incog- 
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nita as when it was, in popular belief, tlie home of 
dwarfs, of giants, of heiulless rulers, and seini-humuQ 
monsters. Coextensive with this great peninsula is 
the Canadian home of the ouananiche. lieaching 
from Hudson Strait on the north to the St. Lawrence 
on the south, and from Hudson Bay and the eastern 
boundary of Ontario on the west to the Gulf of St. 
Lawrence, the Strait of Belle-Isle, and the Atlantic 
on the west, it is the land pat- excellence of the salmon 
and the trout as well as of the ouananiche, and the 
home of the Eskimo and Montagnais. This vast ter- 
ritory is fully a thousand miles in width fi-om east to 
ivest, and extends from north to south for a distance 
of over 1200 miles. Its area is estimated at over 
500,000 square miles, or nearly equal to that of the 
British Islands, France, and Germany combined. 

The coast of Labrador is supposed to have been 
Tisited by Basque traders * before the days of Colum- 
bus, and by the Northmen about the ninth century, \ 
and its name appears to be of Portuguese origin.} 

• Juatiu Winsor'a Narratite and Critical Uistory of Avieriai, 
Tol. i., p. 74. 

+ Chatnbers' Eneylopttdia. See " Labrador." 

% Tlie various derivations of the Dame noted in Justin Wioeor's 
History, vol. i. , pp. 31, 74. appenr, iia tlie editor remarks in oue case, 
to have DOtliine l>iil pUooeiic resemblance to recommend them. 
But that it wus so cnlleil from ilie Poituguese terra iabarador 
(cultivable land] is not improbable, when vts are told by no lesa 
an authority thaa Mr. Winsor himself that Eric lUo Red gave 
Greenland its sunny name "to propitiate intending settlers." More- 
over, tliere are not TCaoting those who practically acquit of dlsbon- 
CEty the explorers lliai gave Qreenland and Labrador the names they 
now hear. Physical cataclysms and the closing in of ice-packs are 
held responsible by Monigoraerj-. in his poem on Greenland, and by 
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The ethnography of the Eskimo and Indian inhabi- 
tants of Labrador is most curious and fascinating. For 
Bome of them a partial descent from old Iberian stock 
has been chiimed, their Basque and other European 
progenitors having, in all probability, gone the way 
of the early Norse settlera in Greenland, who are be- 
lieved to have become incorporated with tlie Eskimos.* 

The Montagnais are the moat interesting of Cana- 
dian Indians and a racial curiosity. Their folk-lore 
is exceedingly rich, and they make splendid guides 
for the camper, the canoeist, and the angler in search 
of new and — by white men — untrodden and hitherto 
undiscovered trails through the forests and over the 
waterways of their far northern wilderness home. 
Their hunting-grounds comprise the entire Labrador 
peninsula, with the exception of that narrow strip of 
civilization in the Province of Quebec that hugs the 
St- Lawrence and Ottawa rivers, and generally ex- 
tends but as many leagues inland as you may count 
upon the fingei-s of your hands. This belt of civili- 

DeCourcy, in bis Uittury of Iht Chureh ia Anieriea. for subsequent 
remarknble climatic ebangea in tlieae nortbern lalituiitiS, wbich 
Lorenzo Surge, in liia Pre-Qlaeial Man, nltribulea, following the 
Uypotbesis of Figuior. to so natural a cause as tlie prL'i:e6sion o( 
the equinosM, producing u grand year of 21,000 years, with a, great 
winter bating 10,500 jeArs for eacb of the poles in rotation. That 
wblcb ihe north pole is at present enjoying is supposed to have 
commenced its approach after 1246 B.C., fihcD that pole attained 
its mniiiinuni summer duration, and this great aeasoa of cold is, no 
■re told, to conlinuc to the year 7888 of our era before attaining 
it* extreme limit. Humboldt and Rinlt. ttowever. are among 
tliose wbo believe that there Las bci'U no niaierlal climatic change 
in Oreenlanil aince the Nurse days. 
• Biuk's Biiniih Granlanil. 
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zation can no longer be considered a portion of the 
land of the Montagnais. Nor does any portion of it 
afford a home for the wily ouananiche. But its streams 
and lakes are still the abidiug-place of magnificent 
trout, and until the last few years none but the most 
enterprising and most venturesome of anglers ever 
dreamed of going more than a day's tramp beyond 
them for a fishing excursion or pleasure outing. There 
was no necessity for so doing. Neither is there at 
the present day. At Tadoussac the sea-trout are still 
caught close to the junction of the Saguenay and the 
St. Lawrence, At Murray Bay and St. Joachim there 
are well-stocked streams and lakes but a very few 
miles inland, almost in sight of the St. Lawrence. 
The Montmorency contains magnificent specimens of 
fontinalis, which are taken but three or four miles 
above its famous cataract. Two hours' drive into the 
mountains, due north of Quebec, brings the angler to 
Lake St. Cliarles, or to the more picturesque Lake Beau- 
port, so widely and justly noted for the beautiful, 
bright livery and exquisite flavor of the trout that 
inhabit its deep, cool, crystal waters. And so on all 
through the settled portion of this northern country. 
Until quite recently, whenever a trail through the 
forest or a summer camping-tour was desired, a visit 
to the river Jacques Cartier, some twenty-five or 
thirty miles north of Quebec, was considered by trout 
fishermen, and correctly so, a somewhat unusual and 
exceedingly attractive excursion into the far-reaching 
wilds which, due north of Quebec, stretch away in 
the direction of perpetual ice and snow for over 1200 
miles. Occasionally, but very seldom, a more advent- 
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nrous angler, with both leisure and means at his dis- 
posal, undertook the overland journey from Chicou- 
timi, at the bead of steamboat navigation on the Sag- 
uenay, to the then isolated Lake St. John. But it 
was a long and tedious trip, occupying in the first 
place a passage by steamer for twenty-four hours, and 
then necessitating a cross-countvy journey of fifty to 
sixty mites, and it is very small wonder that it was 
not more often made, even with the behef then en- 
tertained by many anglers and ichthyologists that it 
conducted to the only waters in which one might 
expect to find a ouananiche. 

The revolution which has taken place in angling 
matters in northern Quebec during the last decade is 
directly traceable to the construction of the Quebec 
and Ijike St. John Railway, This road has not only 
opened up to anglers the magnificent stretches of for- 
est, lake, and stream through which it runs for one 
hundred and ninety miles from the city of Quebec to 
Lake St. John, and again for fifty miles from the 
great lake to Chicoutimi, but has rendered accessible 
to tourists and sportsmen that wonderland of the 
North — that terra incogniUi that stretches away from 
Lake St. John towards and beyond mysterious Mis- 
tassini. A trail three hundred miles long from Quebec 
into these magnificent wilds is now us frequent an 
occurrence as was one of thirty miles from the same 
city little more than a decade ago; while camping 
and exploring parties in quest of adventure and s|X)rt 
have penetrated by portage and canoe to the great 
lake Histassiui, some two hundred and fifty miles dis- 
tant from Lake St, Jolm, going towards the north. 
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And Lake Mistasaini is not a third of the distance 
from Quebec to Hudson Strait across the great Labra- 
dor peninsula, though the trail to MistassJni from the 
city of Quebec is longer than the journey from Que- 
bec to New York. From a comparatively small cor- 
ner of the territory traversed by this trail there could 
readily be taken the total areas of the Adirondacks, 
tlie Rangeleys, and the Yellowstone National Park. 
Anil j'Pl not a third of this immense fish and game 
preserve has been traversed by tourists or sportsmen, 
the part actually visited by any white man having been 
reached by only two or three isolated parties, who have 
crossed it in but one direction and drawn through it 
merely a single trail. It is next to impossible to fomi 
any adequate conception of the extent and value of 
this vast peninsula as a national and even a continen- 
tal preserve of game and game-fish; bo proportionate- 
ly insignificant, in comparison with its practically un- 
known territory, are the localities concerning which 
ive hare any positive knowledge. In the interior of 
that unknown land there is (in 1S96) a hitherto un- 
Burveyed extent of country larger in its area than 
that of Newfoundland and of all the maritime prov- 
inces of the Dominion combined. But it is known 
to be frequented by immense herds of caribou, and 
portions of the country have yielded untold quanti- 
ties of valuable furs to the Indian hunters for the 
Hudson Bay Comjrany. 

From the enormous size of some of the rivers and 
lakes in the Labrador peninsula, and from the num- 
Iier and weight of the fish which they contain, it is 
certain that much of the interior of the countrj' is a 
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network of waterways stocked -witli the garaest of the 
game-fishes of the North. Mistiissini is the only large 
inland lake north of the Province of Quebec that had 
been carefully surveyed up to 18i)4, Mr. Low tells 
us that it is over a hundred miles in length. In the far 
east, where the maps show only dotted lines, signify- 
ing the existence of an unknown lake, JVIr. Low in 
1S94 found an inland body of water larger than grand 
lake Mistassini. Michikaniaw, as the great lake is 
called by the Indians, is fifty miles away from the 
dotted lines that represent it on the maps, and, while 
it is at least a hundred miles long, it is much wider 
than Mistassini. But few of the rivers in the north- 
east territory have been surveyed as yet. The Low 
expedition of 1894 was the first party of white men to 
thoroughly explore the great falls of the Hamilton 
River, which are the finest in America, if not in the 
world. Early in the year the expedition left Esquimaux 
Bay or Ilamilton Inlet to cross the interior of Labra- 
dor. Mr. Low travelled five hundred miles in dog- 
sleighs, making explorations. Then about March 1st 
the whole party commenced the ascent of Hamilton 
Eiver. Six or eight Eskimo half-breeds were engaged 
to assist in hauling provisions, etc., but were dispensed 
with after a fortnight, each of the remaining men hav- 
ing eight hundred pounds of supplies to carry, necessi- 
tatujg throe trips, or five including returns, and that 
r a distance of three hundred miles, equivalent to a 
journey of fifteen hundred miles. Up to about the 19th 
of May the explorers ascended the river in sleighs. 
Then the ice gave way, and the progress of the party 
was rendered extremely dangerous by reason of the 
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large massea of needle-shaped ice-floes which met 
canoes. One canoe upset, and two Indians were in 
the water for nearly half an liour. The great falls of 
the Hamilton River were reached and explored prior 
to the going out of the ice, and numbers of beauti- 
ful photographs obtained from all points, and also of 
the ice-cones, etc. No previous expedition could have 
had a full view of the falls, aa only when the river 
is frozen can they be approached. In five miles the 
river has a total fall of eight hundred feet. In the 
centre of the drop there is a sheer vertical fall of three 
hundred feet, and the river is generally aa large as thei 
Ottawa. In a quarter of a mile there is a rise of seven, 
hnndred feet in the portage leading to the head of the^ 
falls. The cataract is conlined within walls five hun- 
dred to eight hundred feet in height and j>erfectly verti- ■ 
cal. In places below the falls the caflon narrows to- 
Bome twenty to fifty feet in width, through which the 
rush of water is indescribably grand. Near the foot of' 
the falls Mr. Low's party found remains of the boat, 
the burning of which, by the carelessly left embers of 
a camp-fire, inflicted such misery upon the members 
of the Bowdoin College exploratory expedition. The 
records of that expedition were discovered in a bottle 
above the falls, and Mr, Low added to them those 
of his party. The cafion is gradually eating its way 
back, and the glacial period of the world's history 
has left undoubted marks upon the face of the 
country. 

Exceedingly graphic is Mr. Low's description of the 
picturesque caflons discovered by his party on the 
Caniapscow River, which is the principal tributary 
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of the Koksoak or Ungava River that empties into 
Ungava Bay. He says in a private letter : 

" The river floning out of tbe lake Is nearly a. quarter of a mile 
wide, and leaves it in n sueceBBion of heavy rapids for three or tour 
miles. At tbe third rapid we met with what might have been u 
Berioiia accident. Eaton's canoe, io running down, struck a rock, 
knocked a hole in it and upset, liirowing men and outfit into the 
irater. Luckily the bags holding our Instruments were caught by 
the men as they fell out, and so were saved. Eaton lost hia satchel 
containing his toilet outfit, etc.. along with our thermometers and 
weather obserTaliona lo dale, my revolver, itnd other sundries ,- we 
also lost a rifle and onr supply of pork — about two hundred poundB. 
The flour and lighter Imgs Qonted, and were picked up below the 
next rapid by tbe other canoe. We now only had a small quantity 
of bacon left in the other canoe, and luckily it was very bad, bo 
that we were not inclined to eat too much of it. Our supply of 
Bait was melted, and from here lo Ungava we ate food prepared 
without that condiment. It is nothing after you get used to It, 
but that takes Bome time, and I waa not long enough without It 
not to think that the bread was only solidified paste. After the 
accident we immediately camped, in order lo sum up the losses, 
dry the blankets and outfit, and mend the canoe. . . , For nearly 
oae hundred miles below the lake, the river, like all others In cen- 
tml Labrador, flows in a shallow valley, nearly on a level with Ihe 
general surface, and is a euceession of lake expansions, connected 
by flat, shallow rapids filled with boulders. The BUrrouoding 
country is rolling, with low ranges of hills nt Inlcrvals. Below, 
the river turns sliurply eastward, and, rushing along the foot of a 
noge of rocky hills, falls, in a half-dozen miles, over three hundred 
feet inlo a narrow valley, surrounded by high hills that rise from 
^ hundred lo eight hundred feet above the water. Frnm here to 
Its mouth the stream has always a distinct valley, and in several 
places tbe mountains upon both sides rise ahnosl perpendicularly 
to the height of one thousand feet, and often higher. Their sum- 
mits are bare of trees, and are covered with white moss and Arctic 
shrubs. Tiie lower parts are wooded wlih small, straggling, black 
qiruce. From the point where the river first enters the valley, for 
orcr one hundred miles, it descends at an alarming rale, and could 
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QOt possibly be oscended with loadeil caooes. In tbe iDHJority of 
places wliere tlie naier is broken tlie rapids arc very slialtow and 
filled nith liirge boulders iliat ia the descent Hppear lo rush at the 
CHQOCS. while a co&alaat crossing and recrossing of Ihe sireani must 
be made to cscupe tbe shoal water. Besides these almost contin- 
uous rapids, that extend nearly to the river's mouth. Iliree hundred 
miles below, ihere are a number of direct tails of considerable gran- 
deur, and four cuDods, where the river narrows and rushes through 
steep, rocky gorges. The second is the finest I have ever seen, and 
if the falls on the Hamilton Biver are belter they are very wild 
indeed. The river deseeads with a fall of thirty feel into a gorge, 
varying from thirty to one hundred feet wide, with perpend icHlw, ■ 
and. in many places, overhanging, jagged, rocky walls that rise I 
three hundred feet above the rushing torrent. This gorge ia about 
a mile and a half long, and terminates with a fall of one hun- 
dred feet into a circular basin, where tlie water Is all churned 
to foam. From tliis iKisin a narrow channel leads into a second 
and larger basin tliiity feet below, Into which the river precipi- 
tates Itself in a decreasing series of enormous waves. Below for 
Ave miles the banks remain perpendicular, and from one hundred 
to three hundred feet high. The total fall is three hundred and 
fitly feet, and deducting one hundred and sixty feet of direct tall, 
the descent in tbe caQon is one hundred and ninety feet in a mile 
without any break. We hod a hard time getting past this obslruc- 
tloD. Tbe only place where we could get down was by the goi^ 
ot a small stream flowing into the larger basin at the foot of the 
narrow gorge. This small stream has a small caSon ot its owu. 
where it iuins the main stream with perpendicular walls two bun. 
drcd feet high. Near its junction the walls have fallen in and com- 
pletely blocked the stream for one hundred and fifty yards with 
great masses ot ruck piled up aoventy-flve feel above tbe water, 
which, lu trickling through below, falls twenty-flve feet. We had 
to carry our canoea and outfits over this obstruction, and the dilfl- 
culty of the task may be imagined when it took us over half a day 
lo pass that one hundred and flTty yards, and each one in the party 
had his clothes and person m()re or Itss damaged. When we got 
Into the valley we did not know bow soon we might have to crawl 
out again, as the river below rushes along with heavy rapids, and, 
ssharpbend, weoould not tcUwhat wascoming. Luckily. 
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liowever, llie river aoon widened out below the bend aod every- 
tiling was comparativelf plain sailing." 

At Fort Cliimo, at the mouth of the Ungava River, 
the sportsman, in common with all the other people 
of the place — Iludson Bay Company's officials, Ind- 
ians, and Esktmos^must hunt for his living- But in 
the proper season there is a splendid supply of game 
to be hunted. Fortunate, too, that it is so, especially 
for those who have to winter there. Supplies from 
England reach Ungava but once a year, whither the 
steamer Lnhrador leaves thein about the end of July 
or beginning of August, taking back with her the 
skins collected at the fort. Flour, salt, tea, and to- 
bacco are the principal supplies sent to Ungava. A 
natural potato is never seen there ; the climate will 
not permit of its growth, and the steamer for Ungava 
leaves England before the potato crop there is ripe. 
Desiccated potatoes are, however, sent out with other 
supplies. In the fall of the year the occupants of the 
fort set about stocking their larder for winter. For 
the number of men employed there, and the thirty 
to forty dogs which form part of the establishment, 
some four hundred to five hundrefl deer are annually 
required. Only a few years ago Mr. Mackenzie, then 
the factor at the fort, assisted by three other men, 
went out upon the river Koksoak, not far from the 
fort, where the stream is a mile and a quarter wide, 
and in tlie coui-se of a few hours speared and killed 
three hundred deer. A drove of five hundred were 
seen to be about crossing the stream, and while two 
Eskimos were sent in one kayak to liead them off 
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from the shore towards which they were swimming, 
another kayak put out behind them to prevent their 
return. Mr, Mackenzie and his three assistants, in 
two other kayaka, armed themselves with spears to 
do the killing, and the suction of the water caused 
hy the rapid swimming of the herd down - stream 
drew the canoes quickly after them. It was, of i 
course, an awful butchery ; but the slayers were hunt- | 
ing for their own existence, and not for pleasure op 
sport. Upon another occasion Mr. Mackenzie took 
up his rifle to go out and shoot some fresh meat. It 
was on the 26th of October, and he took mth him 
fifty cartridges. He spent two houi-s in bunting, and 
when he returned bad killed no less than forty-four 
deer. Some of the exceedingly pretty beads of these 
ver3' same animals are now to be seen ornamenting 
the hospitable apartments of the Montreal Fish and 
Game Protection Club. In the winter of 1892-93 
there was such a scarcity of deer at Ungava that some 
two hundred Indians died of starvation. 

Like their kinsmen of Mistassini and Lake St. John, 
the Indians of the far North are extremely supersti- 
tious. The Eskimos of Ungava are, if possible, even 
more superstitious than the Nascapee Indians, and 
are much addicted to conjuring. They ought to 
make very good subjects for missionary enterprise, 
for they are entirely destitute of any religious prac- 
tices or professions. Their sole religious belief is in 
the existence of two great Spirits — one good, the 
other bad. So long as they are blessed with health 
and a sufliciency of food they are content, and never 
trouble themselves about the existence or pleasure of 
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either Spirit. When the chase turns out badly, or 
anything else connected with their small concerns 
goes wrong, it is tbe work of the Evil Spirit, who 
must consequently be propitiated. The Good Spirit 
never causes them a moment's consideration ; he is 
simply their presiding genius when all goes well, and 
there is nothing whatever to be gained by troubling 
themselves about him at all. He would never do 
them any harm in any case, and consequently there 
is no object in trying to propitiate him. These Eski- 
mos never bury their dead, notwithstanding the ctforts 
made by the few whites upon the coast to induce 
them so to do. The remains of their dead friends 
are simply carried back from the shore and left upon 
the ground, generally upon some little eminence, 
where boulders are often placed over them. Some 
of them now enclose their dead in rough coffins, but 
until quite recent times the coffin was unknown to 
their funeral arrangements. In order that the de- 
ceased may not be without the means of securing 
his game upon the happy hunting-grounds to which 
he has gone, his gun is left within an arm's length of 
hira, and his kayak or skin-covered canoe is placed so 
near as to be always available— not for the crossing 
of the Styx or the Acheron, but rather for the use of 
the dead hunter in his expeditions in and about his 
new abode, where his surviving friends at least are 
not of the opinion that " there shall be no more sea." 
Not infrequently have they persuaded themselves 
that the departed have had need, in the great beyond, 
of the canoe, the gun, and the other implements of 
the chase that were placed at their disposal. And 
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what clefirer evidence of the fact to them, who were 
ignorant of the sacrilegious plundering of their dead 
by the predatory Nascaiwes, than the removal of 
these objects from where they had been faithfully 
left by loving hands! Very often, but always un- 
successfully, the employes of the Hudson Bay Com- 
pany have endeavored to dissuade the bere-aved relar 
tives of deceased Eskimos from depriving the living 
of those implements of the chase that they could so 
ill spare, in order to leave them by the remains of 
their dead. Any deviation from the custom would 
only be regarded by them, and by all their acquaint- 
ances, as manifesting an unfilial disregard for the fut- 
ure comfort and happiness of the departed. As a 
matter of fact, even his lesser creature comforts are 
not forgotten by the surviving members of his family, 
who never fail at their final leave-taking of him to 
place in hia possession inside of the cofiin, if there 
happen to be one, a sufficiency of pipes and tobacco 
to last him for at least several stages of his long jour- 
ney. And when they return from their next great 
hunt they repair to the resting-place of his body and 
enjoy a rare feast, leaving a choice portion of deer 
flesh behind them for the use of the deceased in case 
of emergency — such, for instance, as rarity of game or 
failure of the chase in his present hunting-grounds. 
If it still remains where it was left when they again 
visit the scene, it is evident that it was not required; 
but occasionally it goes the way of the kayak and the 
gun. 

Despite their peculiar beliefs and superstitions, the 
Eskimos do not share all those of the Nascapee Ind- 
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ians. Tlie latter, for instance, will not on any con- 
sideration give any of the antlers of tbe game they 
kill to be taken away from their hunting-grounds. 
To do so would bring them bad luck in future deer- 
hunting. An Eskimo has no dread of anything of 
tbe kind. But he and all his i)eople are firm believers 
in the eflBcacy of conjuring. The Eskimo conjurer is 
much respected, or dreaded, as the case may be, and 
possesses as much control over his fellow-countrymen 
as the Indian medicineman does over the other mem- 
bers of his own tribe. There is a noted conjurer at 
Fort Chimo, in TJngava, called Ogioktabinik, which 
being translated means " Square flippers' meat," or 
" Big Seal." He is described as being very tall and 
very fair, and quite commanding in appearance, and 
Mr. Mackenzie is my authority for tfhe statement that 
the Eskimos of Ungava in general are physically a 
splendid race of men, who in no wise answer the de- 
scription of the small people of the Atlantic coast of 
Labrador, usually taken as types of the race. And 
perhaps, after all, they may be ^vhat they are taken 
for, and the purest type of the Eskimo people ; and 
their namesakes at Ungava, the larger and finer-look- 
ing men, among whom are women said to be nearly 
six feet in height, may be less pure in their descent, 
while through their veins may course a mixture of 
blood, part being foreign to the race whose name they 
bear. Whence may this have come? From old Ibe- 
rian stock? Or from hardy Noi-semen, wlio became 
merged with the Eskimos after having landed upon 
these coasts, long ere Columbus saw the light of day 1 
At all events, there were giants in those days in tho 
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north of the Labrador peninsula, if we can believe 
what an Eskimo girl told Father Charlevoix, in 1720, 
of the men i>f monstrous size whom she had seen in 
her country, some of whom were amphibious, and 
could remain under water for three-quarters of an 
hour at a time. 

There are numbers of other large lakes in the north- 
east territories besides Mistassini and Michikamaw, 
including several that are larger than Lake St. John. 
There are other large rivers running from the interior 
of this vast jwninsula to the north besides the Kok- 
soak, and to the east in addition to the Hamilton, 
But scarcely anything is known of them. The nu- 
merous streams that drain the Labrador iwninsula 
towards the south into the River and Gulf of St. Law- 
rence are worthy of a volume to themselves. Most 
of them are fairly well known to salmon Kshermen in 
portions, at least, of their courses; and as few of them 
are now open to the public, they do not call for any 
extended notice in this book. But a description of 
this great jjeninsula would be incomplete without at 
least a mention of some of the more irajwrtant of 
these far-famed salmon rivers. The most easterlj' 
stream of this coast about which any white man pro- 
fesses to know anything practical is the Natashquan, 
which enters the Gulf of St. Lawrence at a distance 
of nearly five hundred miles from Quebec. Four or 
five years ago Mr. J. G. A. Creighton, of Ottawa, 
while fishing the river with Senator Edmunds, of 
Vermont, and other friends, upset his canoe in killing 
a salmon at the head of a dangerous rapid, and nar- 
rowly escaped with his life, his Indian guide going 
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down the rapida to his death. Here it was, too, that 
Walter Macfarlane, one of Montreal's merchant 
princes, lost his life. The "Devil's Whirlpool" ia 
this river was some years ago the scene of an awful 
tragedy. A scion of an English ducal family, named 
Aalley, persisted, against the advice of his friends and 
Indian guides, in essaying to run the whirlpool. As 
the canoe reached the centre of the dreaded vortex 
it whirled around and was engulfed. The Indian 
paddler saw what was coming and jumped, but was 
barely in the air when a shot from tho rifle of one of 
Astley'a friends on shore made him share the fate of 
the Englishman. Their bodies were recovered about 
two miles down the river, disfigured beyond recogni- 
tion. It was in order to reach this stream tliat, some 
fifteen years ago, the Dulie of Beaufort, the present 
Dulce of Sunderknd, poor W, J. Florence, and the late 
Ned Sothern paid the captain of an Allan steamer 
£200 sterling to go out of his way a few miles and 
drop them in a small boat, whence they got to tbeir 
destination. For the liotnaine River, Mr. C. E, Fitch, 
president of the American Watch Gom|mny, pays 
jtlOOO a year. At the mouth of the Little Esquimaux, 
which is a far eastern river, it ia claimed that 50,000 
salmon have been taken in nets in a single j'ear. The 
angling in the Moisie River is owned by Mr. Alex- 
ander Fraser, of Quebec, who has leased it for some 
years past to Messrs. Amos Little, E. P. Borden, and 
friends, of Philadelphia. lie pays the federal govern- 
ment $1000 a year for the privilege of taking salmon 
in nets at the mouth of the river. West of the Esqui- 
maux, and between it and the Natashquan, are the fol- 
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lowing streams : the St, Augustine, the Little Mecca- 
tina, and the Netaginau, all reported by the Indians to 
be good salmon rivers, though tliere are falls a few 
miles from the mouth of the latter which it is prob- 
able the salmon cannot leap ; the Etamamiou, the 
Coacoachoo, which flows into a bay where salmon 
are taken in large quantities ; the Olomonasheebo, the 
"Washecootai, the Great and Little Musquarro, and the 
Kegashka. This last and the Olomonasheebo have cat- 
aracts a few miles from their mouths, and above them 
contain, of course, no salmon. On the "Washecootai 
and the Great and Little Musquarro the fishing is re- 
ported excellent. West of the Xatashquan, and situ- 
ated between it and the Saguenaj', and in the order 
hereinafter mentioned as we go westward, are the fol- 
lowing rivers: the Goynish, the Wabisipi, the Great 
and Little Watsheeshoo, the Corneille, Romaine, Min- 
gan, St. John, llagpie, Thunder, Sheldrake, Manitou, 
Moisie, Margaret, Trinity, Laval, and the Little Ber- 
geronnes. 

Some of the large northern tributaries of Lake St. 
John — such, for instance, as the Peribonca, the Mistas- 
sini, and the Ashuapraouchouan— are from three hun- 
dred to five hundred miles each in length. Marvel- 
lous stories are told by the Indians of the trout that 
are to be taken in the headwaters, not only of these 
famous ouananiche streams, but of the salmon rivers 
of Labrador already mentioned, of the Ottawa and 
St. Maurice and their tributaries, as well as in the 
other rivers and lakes of the interior at these high 
latitudes, and on the farther side of the height of 
land. Should the time, therefore, ever come that the 
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immense lake and river territory of northern Quebec 
becomes overfished— a contingency which does not at 
present appear to be within the range of possibilities 
— there will certainly be angling farther north in this 
Labrador peninsula for all the sportsmen of the con- 
tinent for many generations of men. 
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Lakes and risers form so large a proportion of the 
surface of the great Labrador peninsula that almost 
the entire territory may be traversed in every direc- 
tion by means of the indispensable birch-bark canoe. 
Here the frail craft finds "a smoother highn-ay," 
says Murray, "than Kome ever builded for her char- 
iota." In this novel and entrancing mode of locomo- 
tion, and in the camping experiences in the depths of 
the virgin forest lie some of the principal charms of 
a fishing excursion in these Northern wilds. Even 
without the splendid angling to be had upon such 
excursions, the trips in question might well count 
among the most enjoyable of summer outings. How 
admirably is this idea expressed by George Dawson, 
of Albanj', in The Plea«ures of Angling ! What lover 
of the woods, what angler, will not enjoy the re-read- 
ing of the following lines ; 



" Thej are greatly ia error nho suppose that (til there Is at Qshing 
la to flsh ; that ia but Iho body of the art. Its soul nnd spirit Is in 
wlial ihe angler sees and feels : in the murnnir of the brook ; in ilie 
music of Che binU ; io lAc simple beauty of the nild-floirera which 
peer at him from every nook in the valley, and from every suDoy 
spot on the liJIUUIe ; in the moss- covered rock ; in tlie evcr-slii fling 
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Gunsbme and shndow, ivblcli give ever-varying beauty to the sides 
aad summits of Ihe motinlaina ; in tlie bracing ntmonphere vLich 
environs him ; !□ tbe odor of Ibe pine and Iiemloch and spruce and 
cedar forests, wblcb is sweeltr to Uie aensoa of tbe true woodsman 
than all the arilflDlally coinpaiindcd odors which impregnate tbe 
boudoirs ot artificial life ; io tbe spray o( the waierfull ; in tbe 
grace and curve and dasb of the swift-rushiug torreut ; in the whirl 
of ttie foaming eddy ; in the transparent depths of the sbndy pool 
where, in midsummer, the speckled trout and silver salmon 'most 
do congregate ' ; in the revived appetite ; in the repose wbicb comes 
to him while reclining upon his sweet smell lug coucli of hemlock 
boughs; in the hush ot the woods where moon and stars sbioe in 
upon hira through his open tent or bark-covered slmoly; io tho 
moming-song of tbe robin ; in tbe rapid coursing blood, quickened 
by the pure, uneliutcd mountain air wliich imparts to Ihe lungs the 
freshness and vigor of iu own vitality ; In tlie crackling of ills 
newly kindled camp-flro ; in tbe restored health, and in Ihe one thou- 
sand other iDdcacrlbable and delightful realitiesand recoil eel ions of 
tlie angler's camp life on lake or river during the season when it Is 
rigbt to go a-Qshing. It is these, and not alone or chiefly tbe mere 
art of catching fisli, which render tlie gentle art a source of ever- 
growing pleasure."' 



I 




Dearly, too, tlo I ]ove to linger again and again over 
that magnificent deification of Nature by my eloquent 
friend Mr. W, II. H, Murray, in liis introductory chap- 
ter upon out-door life, to his liook on Zake Champlahi 
and its Shores. It is a beautiful prose ])oem in classic 
English, and as one reads the productions of this mar- 
vellous mind that "hangs odes on hawthorns and ele- 
gies on brambles," he seems to be breathing into mind 
and body " the cool, pure air, pungent with gummy 
odors ami strong with the smell of the sod and the 
rootlaced mould of the underlying earth" ; and if he 
be an angler or hunter or has ever done any camp- 
ing out in the woods, he feels like an impatient 
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steed prancing to be off, and longs to be ngain un- 
der the trees by the shore of some inland lake or 
stream. 

It is next to impossible to overestimate the vahie 
of the splendid facihties for out-door hfe and for an 
indulgence in the health -giving sports of woods and 
waters afforded by the primeval forests, magnificent 
streams, and numberless lakes of northern Canada. 
My late lamented friend and angling companion, Dr. 
Lundy, of Philadelphia, asks : 

"Is this fondness for Qahing anti hunllng or canipia;; ia tlie 
woods, on lliu piirt of men and women of tUe liig1ic»t culture and 
rcflnemcnt, an inherited taste and propensity derived tliroiigk a 
long Due of ancient kiugs, priaces, and nobles, so fond or tlie chose, 
from our unknown prehistoric ancestors ? . . . Civilization, over- 
done by tlio reflnemenis of mere intelligence and the excessive »c- 
rutnuktlon of mere material wealth, begets a luxurious ense and 
corruption of which the body politic and social at last diea, or else 
barbarism comes to make an end of it, and to organize a new state 
of tilings. Human nature, weakened and depraved by the eiees- 
sive indulgences of civilized life, needs the new blood and stronger 
muscle which barbarism gives. Or, rather, the nervous and worn- 
out denizens of our cities end large towns must return to the sim- 
plicity and Invigorating influences of nature to recuperate their 
wuted energies and restore the equilibrium of mind and body. 
Tbey must go to the woods, the first native life -element of the 
human race; and our homesickness, an instinctive yearning after 
the garden home of our forefathers, baiints the nomad of the desert 
ns well as the Inhabitants of lumriona cities. . . . Mosea and Dar- 
win are agreed on the point that man was not first placed in a 
desert, or a cultivated fleld, or a city, but in the forest, in n garden 
or park ; and it this park be utterly destroyed, then we should lose 
all health ■ giving influences and means of subsistence, the sweet 
music of song-birds, the purest enjoyments of onr early years in 
fishing and hunting, and 'nature's remedies for the menial discords 
of manhood.' We should starve and die." 
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Dr. Lundj closes his privately printed book * (which 
it was my privilege to revien-. shortly after the death 
of my revered friend, in Shooting and JFiahing of Jan- 
uary 26, 1893) with the following verse : 

"A lite in the woods for me ; 
A camp by Ibe cryetat stream, 
Where nil ia fresh and free. | 

Aad pure as a maiden's dream ; 
Where the birds their revels keep, 

And ilie deer go bounding by ; 
Where the night breeze rucks to sleep. 
With its sweetest lullaby." 

Sorely it becomes every true lover of the woods to 
raise his voice, whenever and wherever the opportu- 
nity offers, for their preservation. Settlers and others 
in this New "World are too apt to regard a forest-tree 
as an enemy, "Cut it down,'" is the battle -i 
" why cumbereth it the ground ?" I would that all 
such would bear in mind the quaint remark of an old 
writer on forest-trees quoted by Evelj-n : " Trees and 
woods have twice saved the world, first by the Akk, 
then by the Ceoss, making full amends for the evil 
fruit borne by the Tree in Paradise by that which 
was borne on the Tree in Calvary," 

John Evelyn, already referred to, wrote his * 
during the reign of the last of the Stuart kings, fore- 
seeing that the time would come when England would 
have to be supplied with her building material from 
other lands. 

The establishment, in somewhat : 
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^reBtry associations in various parts of the United 
States and Canada, and the modern growth of a more 
healthy public eentiment in regard to forest protec- 
tion, are among the hopeful signs of the times, 

Any lover of the woods who may chance to take 
up this book will pardon me for reprinting here what 
dear old Dr. Lundy says of Sunday among the forest- 
trees : 

" Here tlio cUurch doors are always open ; the grand cathedral 
aisles are full of lighl and beauty so soft nod CQlrancing as to fill 
the sou! wiib childlike delight, leading up aa they do along the 
mighty columns of evergTeen life to the vast blue apse of heavea, 
where clouds of Incense are rolling away in rainbow hues, and 
where tho bright windows are gleamiug with the smiliog faces of 
our dear departed ones fn the blessed company of the Lord aad 
Lis countless host of celestial and earthly wortldes." 

That accomplished botanist and brilliant writer Dr. 
Hugh Macmillan, speaking of the influences and func- 
tions of a pine forest, says : 

"The pine is the earth's divining-rod that discovers water in the 
thirsty desert, the rod of Moses that smites the barren roclc and 
causes the living fountain to gush forth. . . . We see the presence 
and hear the voice of the Lord God among the pine-trees as among 
a of the garden of EMcn. Each tree is aflame with Him as 
truly as was the Burniog Buah." 

Murray* contrasts the woods with the sea, and, 
after picturing tho ghastly scenes of the drowned, 
discovered on the beach after a storm, says ; 

"But the woods, the dear, franlc, innocent woods. God bless 
them ! They kill no one. At their sweet roots no lovers, sleeping, 
die. Along their green hedges no mau and maiden lie side by aide. 



*Lake Champlatu and its S/iorei, p. 135, 
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dead, killed bj tbeir trcacliery. Oncu ia a hundred years, perli&ps, 
oae mun, and he by accideal, ia killed by the fnlllDg of a tree — 
Bonie poor dead tree that could not stanii one JtistaDt longer, nor 
help from fulliog Just ilien and there. Aye, the denr voods that 
kill no one, but ruthcr warn you to keep out of Iheir depths, near 
their bright margiDS, where the sun shines, flowers bloom, and 
open spaces are ; the woods that cool you so wttli their stored cool- 
ness ; real you ho with tlieir untaxed resifuluess ; that ne^er moan 
of nights because they have killed any one, but rather because any 
one, for any cause, must be killed, the world over. Yes, yes. 
John was riglit. There will be ■ no sea ihero ' !" 




It will be gratifying intelligence to every angler 
and other sportsmen, and to every lover of trees and 
forests, to know that the legislature of tbe Province 
of Quebec, at its session wliich ended in January, 1S95, 
passed an act establishing a great public park and 
forestry reserve in the centre of the territory lying 
between Quebec, Lake St. John, the railway connect- 
ing the two and the river Saguenay. It coniprises 
no less than 3531 square miles, or 1,019,640 acres. 
The scheme is due to tlie initiative of the Hon. E, J. 
Flynn, Commissioner of Crown Lands of the Prov- 
ince of Quebec, and is a practical illustration, says the 
Quebec C'hro7ude, of that honorable gentleman's be- 
lief " in the duty that devolves upon us of passing 
down to posterity, unimpaired, at least a portion of 
the forest domain which has come down to us from 
those who preceded us, together with its inhabitants, 
whether of fur, fin, or feather." The waters in this 
new park swarm with the largest, gamest, and most 
brilliantly coloreil of brook and lake trout, but none 
of them are stocked with ouananiche. It ought to 
be a simple matter to transplant some of the spten- 
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did fish, either from Lake St. John or from Maine, 
into these preaerveti waters, and it is also most desira- 
ble, and by no means improbable, that a ouananiche 
hatchery be estabUshed in this Province at no distant 
date. Our government, which virtually took the in- 
itiative in the matter of State fish-culture upon this 
continent, will not much longer, it is to be hoped, 
neglect the artificial propagation of our grandest in- 
land game-fish. It is even possible that if this mat- 
ter be not soon taken up at Ottawa, the government 
of the Province of Quebec may undertake it on its 
own account ; tor while many of the best trout streams 
of the province are leased to clubs and others ivbo 
carefully protect them, there is scarcely any protec- 
tion whatever for the ouananiche, except in the many 
hundreds of miles of water which it frequents, much 
of it very difficult of access. 

Those localities in "the Canadian environment of 
the ouananiche" which offer the most enjoyable ex- 
cursions to the angler and canoeist it is now our 
province to describe. The guides for the journey, 
whether Indians, Canadians, or half-breeds, can be 
best obtained at Roberval if the intention be to jour- 
ney up any of the northern or westerly tributaries of 
Lake St, John. In starting by way of the Grande 
DOcharge, guides may be obtained after crossing the 
lake by steamer. In the rapid waters of this north- 
ern country, two guides are necessary for each canoci 
and together with one " monsieur," his necessary bag- 
gage, tent, blankets, and provisions, make up all the 
load that it is safe for the canoe to carry. The guides 
supply the canoe, and charge for the use of it and for 
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their own services $2 50 per day, or $1 25 each, antf 
their board. If the hotel people supply the provi- 
sious and outfit, the latter including tents for both 
angler and guides, blankets, cooking-utensils, etc., the 
angler is supposed to pay hotel rates for board in the 
woods. The guides do the cooking, and their board is 
charged at the rate of $1 per day each. The angler 
selects what he likes from the hotel stores, which 
usually include flour, bread, butter, biscuits, tea, coffee, 
sugar, salt, condensed milk, fresh meat (if for a short 
trip), salt pork, canned meats, vegetables, soups, and 
fruits, pork and beans, cheese, potatoes, etc. 

As almost all the ouananiche waters within a radius 
of several days' journey from Lake St. John are leased 
to Mr. II. J. Beemer, the proprietor of both the ho- 
tels at the lake, the hotel charges include of course 
the right to fish them. The angler may purchase his 
own supplies in Quebec or elsewhere and simply en- 
gage guides at Lake St. John, especially if he has his 
own camp outfit, tent, blankets, cooking-utensils, etc. ; 
but it will usually be found more convenient to leave 
everything to the hotel people, though the angler 
should never forget to check over his supplies care- 
fully, upon the eve of his departure, lest some indis- 
pensable articles, such as salt or matches, be found 
wanting in the woods, where it is impossible to ob- 
tain them. The guides invariably carrj' a small axe 
stuck into their sash or belt, and are most excellent 
woodsmen. It is wonderful with what rapidity they 
will cut tent-poles, pitch the tents, cut firewood, light 
the camp-fire, improvise pot-liooks and torch-holders, 
cook and serve the dinner, and cut and make up the 
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fragrant bed of balsam boughs. Some anglers prefer 
Canadians for guides, others Indians. The best of 
either are good enough for me. But some kno^ one 
river better than another, and it is advisable to con- 
suit either with the hotel people or with somebody 
who has already made a given trip before engag- 
ing guides. For the Grande Decharge I prefer the 
Canadian voyageura to be found there. But in as- 
cending the Mtstassini or Peribonca River 1 like to 
be accompanied by some of the Montagnais Indians 
from Pointe Elene ifour miles from Roberval), who 
have their hunting-grounds in the vicinity. 

The strength and endurance of these guides are 
marvellous. I have known them to carry from three 
hundred to four hundred jmunds of baggage ea«h over 
the portages. Only, perhaps, in their management of 
their canoes in heavy rapids are tbey more wonderful 
than in their portaging of canoes and provisions. It 
is an experience that none should miss to run some of 
the rapids of the Grande Decharge, the Peribonca, 
or the Ashuapmonchouan. The sensation, as the frail 
craft glides with almost imperceptible velocity down 
a steep incline of smooth water, or dips into the hol- 
low of a great sea, is thrilling in the extreme. Now 
it seems that the crest of a hnge wave is about to 
break over the side of the canoe ; the next instant the 
birch-bark is lifted sideways out of the hollow. Then 
again the bow is apparently ujion the point of being 
submerged, when the camjeman in front cuts off the 
head of the breaker with his paddle, llere, in a very 
dangerous place where two currents violently collide, 
or in the very vicinity of a whirlpool, the guides, rest- 



188 IN CAMr A^D OANOE 

ing upon their patldles, hold back the canoe in the 
middle of a heavy rapid, until a propitious moment 
approaches for darting by the temporarily averted 
danger. There, both men are struggling for very life, 
straining every muscle to wrench the canoe out of a 
current that would dash it upon a rock, or forcing it 
against the treacherous, smooth rapid that would 
carry it down over yonder waterfall. For a while they 
seem to be making no headway. When one lifts his 
paddle a little high it is evident that the canoe is los- 
ing ground. Even for the bravest it is an exciting 
moment. No swimmer could struggle successfully 
against that awful tide. Unt one false stroke and all 
would be over. Ex|Terienc6 and endurance triumph in 
the end, and never yet, when the injunctions of guides 
have been observed, baa any serious accident occurred 
to angler or tourist in "the Canadian environment of 
the ouananiche," 

. Well indeed does Charles Hallock say * that there 
is an exhilaration in canoe-voyaging which [jertains to 
no other kind of locomotioa enjoyed by man. He 
says : 

" la the calm of a summcr'a ilny, with bIcj and clouds reflected 
in watery yftijiiity. whose deplha seum illimilable na tlio iky itself, 
one floats dreiimily in space od bicd-wiDgs. He dwells among en- 
chanted isles of air, with duplicated and inverted shores. Trees o( 
liviog green spring up from nothing below atid grow tops down- 
ward, ... A strange new life is this we live in our birch c 
floating gently, drifting listlessly, beguiled by pleasant faocleB — a 
pbaDtomexistcnce.almlessand without purpose! Ob! this la ecstasy 
unalloyed 1 Care broods not here. But Just beyond the plane of 




TA< FUliing Touritt. p. II 



IN CAMP AND CANOE 153 

this calm repose is a tumult of fierce moods. Here is a field for 
action 1 Bestir yourself and feel the ecstasy of latent nerve- power 
roused. Man was made for noble efforts and deeds of high em- 
prise. Would he experience the keenest exhilaration of whicli 
sense is capable — would he enjoy the dangers he dares, and feel the 
buoyancy of the bark on which he fioats — let him take his place in 
the canoe, and with each nerve tautened to fullest tension, and 
every faculty alert and active, run the rapids that form the outlet 
of the lake 1 Here are rocks projecting, precipices overhanging, 
fir-trees clinging to perpendicular heights, huge boulders piled in 
midstream, walls contracting into gorges and ravines ; and through 
its tortuous channel the river chafes and roars, piling its crested 
waves in a turbulence of foam, leaping casciules, and shivering 
itself in showers of spray. Upon the tide of its impetuous career a 
frail canoe might shoot for an instant like a meteor in its flight, and 
then vanish forever. A bubble would break as easily. But with 
sturdy arms to guide, and eyes keen and true to foresee danger, the 
peril becomes a joy ; and the little craft leaps and dances over the 
feathery waves, until at last the precipitous banks melt into grassy 
strands, and the dashing stream spreads into broad shallows that 
laugh and ripple over pebbly bottoms." 
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Among the more accessible of the fishing waters in 
the Lake St. John district of Canada there are none 
that offer such varied attractions to the sportsman, be 
he hunter, angler, or canoeist, as those of the Grand 
Discharge. This tortuous channel is popularly, though 
incorrectly, known to most English-speaking people as 
" the Grand Discharge," a corruption of " La Grande 
Decharge," which it was called by the early French 
discoverers of the country. 

Three miles farther to the south, as you follow the 
easterly shore of Lake St. John, is reached " La Petite 
Decharge" — the two outlets of the great lake uniting 
to form the Saguenay River at the foot of Alma Island, 
some ten miles from Lake St. John. This island is 
shaped something like an elongated and inverted 
delta. It resembles an isosceles triangle, With its base 
turned towards Lake St. John and sides enclosing its 
most acute angle pointing down the stream. At its 
base it is about three miles in width. Out in the lake 
itself and in the mouths of both the Great and Little 

* Portions of this chapter and of that upon the Peribonca are 
taken from the author's articles in Shooting and FUhing. 
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), for the distance of a mile or more before 
reaching the island of Alma, the water is thickly 
strewn with islands of various shapes and sizes, all 
exceedingly picturesque in appearance. Upon one 
of these is situated the Island House, to which the 
steamer Mistassini crosses daily from Roberval, the 
terminus of the railway from Quebec. Roberval is on 
the opposite side of the lake, some twenty-five miles 
distant. From the Island House, which is the centre 
of the Grand Discharge fishing-grounds, the descent 
of the rapids commences. 

For those who fish within a radius of two or three 
miles of the lake, the usual course is to descend the 
Grand Discharge, necessarily portaging around the 
first chute or falls, and then fighting the ouananiche 
in the many splendid pools below ; those on the south- 
erly shore of the pool and next the north side of Alma 
Island being the property of W. A. Griffiths, Esq., of 
Quebec, and all the othei's being free to guests of the 
hotel. Some of tliose who have not the time to de- 
scend to these pools, but return to Roberval by the 
same day's steamer that brought them to the Island 
House, enjoj' good sport by trolling for the fresh- 
water salmon in the channels between the several isl- 
ands at the head of the Discharge. 

I believe that I can best describe the descent of La 
Grande D&harge by giving an account of a trip that 
I made from Lake St. John to Chicoutimi on the 14th 
and 15th July, 1S93, accompanied by Mr. K. M. Stock- 
ing, the city passenger agent of the Quebec and Lake 
St. John Railway, and of almost all the railway and 
steamboat companies doing business in Canada. Up 
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to the time of our trip, the only parties who had 
ventured down the rapids to Chicoutimi that season 
had taken the Petite Decharge. It is far narrower 
and freer from danger than the other channel, the 
canoes passing only through dead water until the 
foot of Alnia Island is reached, portages being made 
around all the falls and rapids. There is to be seen, 
however, on the way, by taking this route, the won- 
derful timber slide, booms, etc., constructed in the Lit- 
tle Discharge by the government of Canada, between 
1S56 and 1S60, at a cost of over ^^40,000. The slide 
itself is 5840 feet in length, and the total length of all 
the works is about six miles. Through this slide the 
logs glide with amazing rajiidity. There is a splendid 
ouananiche pool at Boulanger's, in La Petite Decharge, 
which is known to most of the guides. 

As the most magnificent rapids between Lake St, 
John and Chicoutimi are encountered in the lower 
half of the Grand Discharge, we had made up our 
minds before leaving Roberval to take this route, pro- 
viding we could find guides ready to take us. There 
are guides enough and canues enough always awaiting 
employment at the Island House, and Mr. Patterson, 
who has them in charge, being biraself an old Hudson 
Bay Company's official, is well qualified to select from 
among them those best adapted for a difficult journey 
or most accustomed to a particular route. Though all 
French - Canadian voyageuvs, like all the Montagnais, 
are splendid canoemen, there are. of course, degrees 
of excellence among them, and some are much more 
acquainted with the difficulties and dangers of the 
Grand Discharge than others. I suggested at once 
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the name of my old guide, John llorel, and was 
pleased to learn that he was well acquainted with tbi 
rapids of the Discharge. He was promptlj engaged, 
instructed to secure an assistant, and turned over wii 
his canoe to friend Stocking. Ferdinand La Rucl 
was selected to accompany Iiim. and Paul Savard am 
his hrother Louis were allotted to the writer. Thi 
came the settling of the route to be followed. Oi 
decided preference for the Grand Discharge having 
been strongly expressed, there was a hasty conference 
of the four guides, resulting in the announcement of 
their readiness to take us by the desired route. The 
water was not yet very low, but thej- had decided 
that it was low enough to enable ua to pass in safety 
through those rapids of the Grand Discharge that 
could not be shot in bark canoes in the spring of the 
year, and that there is no possibility of portaging, be- 
cause they are often between islands that have to be 
reached and crossed. 

The bulk of our baggage had been left at Roberval, 
to be sent round to Chicoutimi by rail, and we carried 
with us but little outside of our rods and fishing-tackle, 
that little for the most part consisting of a few light 
refreshments. Had we started on our trip upon the 
arrival of the boat at the Island House, at 11 a.m., and 
continued on our way without stopping to fish en 
mute, we could have finished the rapids before night- 
fall, and have slept for the night at the end of our 
canoe voyage, and in the farm - house, tliirteen miles 
from Chicoutimi, and some twenty-six from Lake St. 
John, where buckboards have to be taken for the final 
portage. Or instead of retiring for the night wo 
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might have continued our journey by bncliboard, and 
have thus reached Chicoutimi ■within t«n or twelve 
hours after leaving the Island House, in time to ob- 
tain a few hours' sleep before taking the steamer next 
morning to descend the Sagiienay. Leaving the Isl- 
and House at the time we did, somewhere about one 
o'clock, our original intention had been to take tents 
and blankets with us in our canoe, and encamp for the 
night upon Isle Maligne, some eight miles from the 
lake. But wo were assured by Paul Savard that 
there would be no difficulty about our sleeping for the 
night at the club-house of the Saguenay Fish and 
Game Club, situated at the lower point of Alma Isl- 
and, of which his brother George is the guardian. 
We were thus saved the annoyance of taking either 
cooking utensils or a camping outfit with us, and our 
guides were very easily able to carry everything over 
the portages in a single trip, 

A pleasant run of about tifteen miles brought us to 
the head of the first portage, just above the fli-st chute 
of the Grand Discharge, a roaring fall of some fifteen 
feet, stretched like a mill -dam entirely across the 
stream, here some eight hundred feet in width, and 
followed by a succession of very wild rapids. But 
before arriving at the portage the first adventure of 
our trip occurred. The smooth, rapid current adown 
which we had first floated gave way to some sharp, 
short rapids, and, in order to save time and labor. 
Morel and his assistant, instead of following the chan- 
nel of the Discharge, attempted a short-cut across a 
bay in which numerous rocks protrudetl above the 
foam of the surrounding rapids. Down and over the 
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little leaping cascades in the passes between the rocks 
jauntily shot the canoe, until she suddenly stood still 
in the middle of a slide, caught upon an unseen rock 
and held there in balance in the centre of the rapid. 
Morel called to his assistant, instmcting liim how to 
balance the canoe in order to cause it to slide sideways 
from the rock upon which it was stuck and leap the 
remainder of the rapid. The instruction was given 
rapidly in French, and Stocking imagined that the 
part of it having reference to a leap was addressed to 
him, and, suiting the action to the word, made a rapid 
survey of the nearest route to the shore and quietly 
commenced raising himself in the canoe preparatory 
to taking a plunge into the water. His motion, or 
that of the guides, had in the meantime freed the 
canoe, and once again 



"II flouted on 


tlie river 


Like a yellow leaf 


in autumn, 


Like n yellow wate 


T-lily," 
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and friend Stocking, who says that he fears no evil in 
following the directions of his guide, was saved the 
unpleasantness of a serious wetting and the unneces- 
sary exertion and risk of a long swim to the shore 
through exceedingly rapid water. His thorough con- 
fidence in his guides in all cases of difficulty and dan- 
ger that occurred during the trip was fully justified by 
the consummate ability and skill with which they at 
all times conducted the canoe under the most trying 
of circumstances. 

The portage around the first chute is on the main- 
land, north of the Discharge, a good, easy foot-path cut 
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through the woods, about three-quarters of a mile ia 
length. One guide belonging to each tourist picks up, 
as usual, and carries the birch -bark canoo over the 
portages on his shoulders, while the other takes the 
baggage and provisions. The canoes are replaced in 
the water at the foot of the portage in a calm, placid 
bay, but are soon paddled into the wild rapids below 
the chute, to hasten and facilitate their descent of the 
stream. Across the current are the splendid pools of 
Mr. Griffiths, which afford such capital sport in the 
end of June and first part of July, and two minates 
later the rapids have carried us down opposite Camp 
Scott and the neighboring scum-covered pools that are 
the main resort of the angling guests of the Island 
House in their expeditions against the ouananiche. 
The descent of the rapids, the crossing of some of 
their currents, and the skilful dodging of rocks and 
falls and whirlpools and waves that threaten to engulf 
all within their reach, make of this passage of the 
Grande Decharge a trip that can never be forgotten. 
The rapidity of the descent, and the irregular though 
gliding motion of the canoe as it skims over the sur- 
face of the broken rapids, now rushing down a steep 
descent, now with its nose pointed skyward, swept 
speedily up an inclined plane of water by the resistless 
impetuosity of the stream, is an experience that quick- 
ens every pulsation of the heart and hastens the eours. 
ing of the blood through the veins. The excitement 
of a toboggan ride down a properly prepared slide is 
mere child's play to the thrilling sensation of a trip 
down the rapids of the Grand Discharge. But if this 
was our experience in the heaviest of the rapids ira- 
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mediately below la j}remiere ehute, bow intense wa 
the excitement we were later to experience in the 
boiling waters of the Vache Caille and of Gervais and 
at the -whirlpool of Isle Maligne ! Ko«nding a couple , 
of points below Camp Scott, where many happy nights 
were spent in the seasons of 1890 and 1S91 in the 
company of American angling friends — including that 
cultured gentleman and accomplished fisherman, Mr. 
C. E. Miller, of the New York Tunes; Charles A. 
Bryan, F, M. Underbill, and John B. Doris, of tha 
same city ; A. D. Warner, of Wilmington ; Major J. B. 
Horbach, of Washington, and Morris R, Eddy, of 
Chicago — the branch of the current taken by our ca- 
noeraea turned abruptly at right angles, after striking 
and rebounding from another island; and then, after 
an all too brief run with the velocity of a lightning 
express down a mighty rushing torrent, we were 
again dashing tlirough the ups and downs of heavy 
rapids, to find ourselves, shortly after passing the 
mouth of the River de Chicot, in a labyrinth of chan- 
nels that wash the shores of hundreds of islands of 
various shapes and sizes, all extremely picturesque in 
appearance and most beautifully wooded. The intri- 
cate windings of these various divisions of the stream 
were in no way confusing to the guides, who paused 
but ouce or twice in their passage amid them, then 
for bnt a moment at a time, to take a hasty review of 
the various routes that opened up before them, in 
order to select that whoso rapids in the present con- 
dition of the current offered the simplest and safest 
passage for the descent of the canoes. 
Many of these rapids were exceedingly beautiful, 
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while not iofrequently they struck with such violence 
against a projecting point of mainland or island that 
only a portion of their waters continued along their 
downward course, the remainder being hurled in a 
heavy current up the stream, apparently in open defi- 
ance of every law of nature governing a rush of water. 
Thus, side by side, could be seen contrary currents of 
violent velocity, the upwai-d rush of the one being lit- 
tle less decided than the downward roar of the other. 
Sometimes the water, that dashed with such seeming 
yet determined unnaturalness up over opposing as- 
cents, became widely separated from the descending 
rapids, until it was hurled by the momentum that first 
started it on its upward course into some other falling 
current, often around the upper end of a neighboring 
island. At other times again it rushed with an eddy- 
ing swirl, that gave rise to a treacherous whirlpool, 
back into the embrace of the parent rapid, from which 
it had become temporarily separated by the same ap- 
parently eternal and external impetus that for ages . 
may continue to play shuttlecock with some of its 
constituent elements. Some distance below these ex- 
citing scenes, and often also after the heaviest chutes 
of the Grand Discharge, where the rapids cease from 
troubling and the waters are at rest, there is an oily 
smoothness over the surface of the reposing fluid, 
whose only motion is a measured yet very percepti- 
ble heaving of the water as of the breast of some 
sleeping Venus, whom the tourist may almost fancv, 
from the natural beauty and grace of the surround- 
ings, is about to rise from the pool beside him, as in 
the Anadyomene of Apelles. 
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Soon the compression of tbe main cliannel of the 
Biscliarge, by a nearer approach of the north shore to 
the island of Ahna, quickened the current, though for 
a space the rapids were light. On this stretch of the 
journey, and especially near tbe mouth of the Mia. 
took, some seven miles from Lake St. John, our guides 
pointed out what they described as excellent pools for 
ouananiche, and which have certainly the advantage 
of being but seldom visited by the guests of the Island 
House, ninety-nine per cent, of whom rarely descend 
the Grand Discharge for more than three or four miles. 
But our subsequent experience at Isle Maiigne satis- 
fied us that we liad made no mistake at Mistook, or 
higher up the stream, in acting upon the advice of 
our guides to keep for the island all the spare time 
we bad for fishing. 

Both above and below the island we saw several 
broods of young ducks swimming under the shadow 
of the firs that fringe the north shore of Alma Island, 
and neither mother nor ducklings exhibited the slight- 
est alarm at our near approach. Did they instinctively 
feel that sportsmen never carry guns in the close sea- 
son, or, 80 seldom hearing gunshots or seeing human in- 
truders in their wild and primitive homo, will they be 
equally fearless of danger in the month of September, 
when sportsmen with guns and duck-shot ought to 
enjoy capital sport in any part of the Discharge be- 
tween Lake St. John and Chicoutimi, as well as along 
the whole northern shore of the great lake itself J 

By ascending the Mistook River, which is not a very 
large stream, a canoe route with very few portages 
may be followed — with the aid of guides, of course— 
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to the easterly inlet of Lake Tschotagama, which emp- 
ties into the Great Peribonca Kiver nearly fifty miles 
from its mouth at Lake St. John. 

Around Cedar Kapids, which are in places a succes- 
sion of angry chutes, was our first portage since that 
almost immediately after leaving the Island House. 
In a narrow, dark, ugly current tiiat the canoes shot 
down with frightful velocity, immediately at the head 
of the first falls of the rapids, in order to gain the 
landing at the portage, the frail craft in which I was 
sitting, despite its careful trimming by the guides be- 
fore entering the rapid, shipped quite a quantity of 
water. Such trivial incidents pass practically unno- 
ticed, however, for the time being, in presence of the 
herculean efforts which the guides are putting forth 
to outwit the power of the current over the canoe, 
and, by a due exercise of muscle and paddle and 
tact, to bring it to land at the head of the full, before 
the rapids above, by their velocity and strength, can 
sweep it over the brink into the abyss below. 

An easy portage of about a third of a mile brought 
us to the foot of the Oedar Kapids, or hs rapides Jts 
Cedres, as they are called by the guides; and in ex- 
ceedingly angry water the canoes were again set afloat 
and rushed downstream, the guides having little but 
steering to do for a while, and we luxuriating in the 
comfort and smoothness and veliwity of our journey, 
and in the wild scenic beauty of our surroundings. 

Soon, like distant thunder, gradually increasing in 
the intensity of its roar, there reached our ears the 
heavy rumbling of the dreadetl rapids of Isle Maligne. 
Nearer still and nearer did it come, until in the not 
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very great diatjinee could be seen the columns of leap- 
ing spray thrown up ever and anon from the crests of 
the rapids on the northern side of the island that were 
simply a series of ofUrepeated falls. As we aiiproached 
closer to the point of the island that divides the stream 
we were in full view of the head of the dangerous rap- 
ids that run away down by its southerly shore. There 
was, it is true, a comparatively narrow space of water, 
to the immediate south of the island's nearest point, 
between the falls at the head of either rapid. But in 
that narrow space was to be encountered one of the 
principal perils of our trip. Safety from the dangers 
of the rapids on either side would, under other cir- 
cumstances, have dictated a course for the shore as 
nearly as possible through the middle of the open. 
But just there, we knew from conversation with our 
guides, and from a diagram that Mr. B. A. Scott had 
drawn for us before we left lioberval, was the treach- 
erous whirlpool known as le remous de Vile Malitfne. 
It is the terror of all the voyageurs that descend the 
Grand Discharge, and one of the chief reasons why 
they prefer the passage of the Little Discharge, and 
why in the spring of the year they never attempt any 
other. Many are the hair- breadth escapes that are 
told of tliose who havo ventured near it. The island 
must be reached between the heads of the two rapids, 
as to enter either would be speedy destruction. TO 
cross too near to the head of one would be to run a 
fearful risk of being swept into it by the force of the 
stream. But in avoiding the Scylla-divided current 
there is danger of meeting doom in Charybdis. The 
chance is often against steering clear of both. Fear- 
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ful as is their dread of the whirlpool, the guides usual- 
ly teep nearer to it than to the falls on either side of 
it, taking the precaution, however, to pass it when the 
eddy is tilling up, and on no account when the whirl- 
pool is deepening. Anything drawn into the vortex 
as it increases its depth is necessarily doomed to de- 
struction. There is a possibility of a canoe that en- 
ters it, as it is fiUing up to the level of the surface 
of the surrounding water, being guided safely out of 
it by exjjerienced hands before tLe whirlpool again 
commences to hollow out the deep abyss that recalls 
the myth of the monster Chary bdis sucking down the 
water of the sea. But this all depends upon the con- 
dition of the vortex when floating substances are 
drawn into it. A canoe containing Mr. E. A. Scott 
and his two guides was once, by a miscalculation, 
sucked into tLe whirl))ool at an unfavorable moment. 
The eddying abyss had only partially filled, and into 
its deep, yawning hollow was drawn the canoe; while 
the swirl of the water npon bow and stern exerted a 
vrrench upon the apparently frail craft tliat threat- 
ened to tear it asunder amidships on both sides of the 
axis upon which it revolved with such alarming veloc- 
ity. It creaked and groaned and strained with the 
opposing forces exerted upon it, ami seemed as if its 
sides must come together, crunched, as it ap]ieared to 
be, between the cruel, closing jaws of some demon of 
the deep. But it was, fortunately, for only a moment. 
The eddy was already rapidly filling, and the fresh 
green bark of the canoe, and the strength and sap 
that Etill lingered in the newness of its stout frame- 
work and ribs of cedar, and in "the larch's supple 




d 



no 



DECnAKGE" OF L&KE 8T. JOHN 



sinews," had stood the severest strain to which Cba- 
rybtlis would subject them, until the arrival of the 
rapidly approaching opportuoity for escajie from what 
seemed but a moment ago to be the very jaws of 
death. "Had the canoe been old and dry, she would 
undoubtedly have snapped asunder like a stick of kin- 
dling-wood," said Mr. Scott ; and bis words rushed in- 
volimtarily into the mind as I found myself rapidly 
approaching the same whirl|KX)l, and observed for the 
first time what I ought to have noticed before leaving 
Lake St. John^that our canoe was not only old and 
dry, and dark in color, but covered with numerous 
patches as well. But there was scarcely time for fear, 
and none to make any remark to the guides. We 
were already alongside the vortex, but several feet 
below it. The guides had evidently no intention to 
run the risk of entering the eddy with such a canoe, 
and so there was a desperate struggle with the de- 
scending current for several seconds before the birch 
bark shot into the still water of the sheltered bay, 
whence an easy landing upon wild and rugged Isle 
Maligne was effected. The other canoe swept around 
the north side of the whirlpool, and much closer to it 
than we had ventured, and a minute later our guides 
were jointing our rods, and we were selecting flies for 
our casts. 

The fisbing around Isle Maligne is principally from 
the rocks which jut out from it into the rapids on every 
side. We whipped the water for ouanaiiicbe between 
the island and the whirlpool, from the rocky beach 
upon which we had landed, my cast being a Professor 
and Silver Doctor, and Stocking's a Jock Scott and 
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Professor, All our flies were tieJ on No. 5 and 6 hooks. 
Small fish rose greedily at them, and made good re- 
eistance when liooked. But as our time upon the island 
was limited, and the largest fish we hat! yet seen since 
landing was not more than a pound and a half in weight, 
while several weighing a pound and under had been 
returned to the water, twenty minutes' experience 
proved sufficient for us here, and we followed our 
guides on foot over a Buceession of boulders that paved 
a deep ravine near the north sliore of the island. In 
the spring freshets this gully is undoubtedly the bed 
of a roaring torrent. At a distance of nearly a quarter 
of a mile we arrived at a likely-looking pool at the side 
and near the foot of the heaviest of the falls in the 
rapids upon this side of the island. The grandeur of 
the scene which here confronted us riveted our atten- 
tion, but we were soon recalled from our admiration 
of the rapids above us by the summons of the matter- 
of-fact guides, who had commenced ciisting our lines in 
the pool below us, and were already both fast to fish. 
Paul Savard, who had taken mine, promptly handed 
me the rod, when I found to my surprise that there was 
a fish on each hook. Neither of them was much above 
a pound in weight, but they gave me about all that I 
could do to keep rod and line intact, especially when, 
tired of leaping alternately from the water, or forget- 
ful of which was up last, they sprang into the air 
almost together for two or three times in succession. 
But, as a rule, they tugged and worked away so much 
at cross purposes that it was pretty clear they bad 
never been hitched up together before. When at last 
they were brought to the net, only one was saved, and 
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this is almost the invariable experience of those who 
attempt to keep two such sportive beauties upon tiie 
string at the same time. We fished here from the 
narrow ridges upon the face of the steep cliffs below 
for upwards of an hour ; and, after taking away with 
us some dozen fish from one and a half to three and 
a half pounds apiece, to assist in making supper auJ 
next morning's breakfast for ourselves and our guides, 
we started shortly before five o'clock over the raountaia 
portage,aniile in length, across the southwest comer of 
the island. It was a magnificent panorama that burst 
upon our vision from the highest point of the island, 
whence commenced our abrupt descent to the south 
shore. Nearly six hundred feet below us was the broad 
e.^paDse of rapids, bounded on the farther side by 
Alma Island. We fished with varying success along 
the rocky shore and got a few three-pound fish, sub- 
sequently taking to our canoes and experiencing a 
pretty wild and risky-looking crossing of the rapids 
at the foot of the island, which was the more surprising 
to us that we had anticipated here nothing nearly 
BO exciting. Were tlie attractions of Isle Maljgne, 
both as a camping and fishing ground, more widely 
known, it would doubtless be annually thronged by 
anglers and lovers of nature, notwithstanding the 
difficulties attending a landing upon or departure from 
its shores. After Alma it is the largest island of the 
Discharge, being some two miles in length and over 
half a mile in width. In one of its pools we lost the 
largest ouananiche I have ever seen at the end of a 
line. Savard had carried my rod over a ridge of rocka 
and made a cast before handing it over to me. I had 
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just come up to him when there was a swirl in the 
water, a whir-r of the i-eel, and two rapid leaps in 
qnick succession, the second of which freed tlie fish of 
the hook. Tlie loss of that splendid specimen was the 
one mortification of the trip. It was, in the opinion 
of all the guides, a fish of at least eight or tea pounds 
in weight. Its handsome sides must have been fully 
six inches deep, and in length it could not have measured 
mnch, if any, less than thirty inches. I know not when 
I shall look upon his like again, hut I know, with Hr. 
Creighton, that the largest ouananiche are carefully 
guarded from the angler by the demon of ill-luck. 

Some distance below Isle Maligne we passed some 
fishy-looking pools, covered with oily-looking water 
and occasional patches of foam, and could, undoubt- 
edly, have drawn from them some beautiful fish. But 
we learned from our guides that we were now in the pre- 
serves of the Saguenay Fish and Game Club, and suc- 
cessfully resisted temptation, and, as we were nearing 
the end of our afternoon's journey, rods were taken 
down and put up for the night. The fishing-grounds 
of this club are highly spoken of, but they must be 
good indeed if they can excel those of Isle Maligne; and 
the guardian of the club-house, with whom we carape<l 
for the night, informed us that the largest fish killed by 
a member of the club that season weighed five and a 
quarter pounds, which was, probably, not much more 
than half the size of the beauty we had hooked and lost 
near Isle Maligne. The club-house, which is reached 
by ashort portage from the landing immediately above 
the famous rapids of the Vache Caille, overlooks the ex- 
treme southern point of Alma Island and the reunion 
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opposite to it of the waters of the Gmnd and Little 
Discharo;e. The smaller channel is on the right, and 
is comparatively deatl water, so nearly imperceptible 
is its current. How striking is the contrast offered to 
it by the Grand Discharge! Here, to the left, are pretty I 
nearly the heaviest rapids of the entire Saguenay ser 
They are, for the most part, a succession of roaring and i 
foaming cascades, whose white and fleecy waves look , 
soft as carded wool, while the mighty diapason of their ' 
flood rumbles with the voice of never-ending thunder. 
Long and wonderingly we sat and gazed that summer I 
night at the ceaseless rush of the angry waters, and j 
followed with our eyes the descent of the torrent that | 
struck with such violence upon the shore of the main- 
land immediately facing the point of the island that 
a portion of its stream was dashed in an upward cur- 
rent of considerable width along the opi>osite margia 
of the Little Discharge. There was no other way to 
descend the river than to enter and cross the fleecy 
waters of the Vache Caille before reaching the treach- 
erous counter-current just described. How we won- 
dered, as we watched it, where and how it was to be 
done! At half-past five next morning we knew all 
about it. The canoes had scarcely shot out from the 
point in front of the club-house when they were worked I 
gradually into the heavy rapitls below. It was an ex- 
citing time, for we could read plainly the anxiety 
depicted upon the countenances and evidenced by the 
alertness and exertions of the guides. Nor could we j 
help, even amid the intense excitement and exhilara- 
tion of our surroundings, but be lost in admiration for j 
the abihty, tact, and coolness with which the voyagmra 
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navigated those perilous waters, being apparently as 
much at home upon the surface of the waves as the 
nautilus in its shell. Despite the rapidity of the tor- 
rent into which we had entereti, the canoes travelletl 
across it almost as rapidly as they descended. There 
were moments when it looked as though nothing could 
prevent the swamping of a canoe in a hollow imme- 
diately before it, over which the crest of a wave was 
about to break. But it seemed as if the guides held 
the little craft back, motionless in the rapids, till the 
danger was past, or, balancing its entire length, assisted 
it with their paddles to lift itself sideways out of the 
hollow of a wave, and over with the rapid into an en- 
tirely different current. It was wonderful how it was 
all done, but done it was ; and it was an experience, 
too, that time can never obliterate from the memory. 
Scarcely had we emerged from the last of the rap- 
ids of the Vache Caille, and got beyond the soimd of 
their roar, when a rumbling noise in the direction in 
which we were advancing warned us that we were 
nearing the Gervais rapids, the last which it is possi- 
ble for the canoes to run. In very high water por- 
tions of them must be portage<l. We ran them all, 
except where we landed on the rocks and walked 
from one fishing point to another. But we spent 
very little time attempting to tackle the ouananiche, 
for they would not be tackled by us. The wind had 
got around to the east, and was strong and cold, and 
experience had long ago taught us that, under such 
circumstances, angling in the Discharge was a mere 
waste of time. We took down our rods, and again 
to the canoes, and in close upon two miles of the re- 
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raaining rapids had almost as sensational an experi- 
ence as in anything we had yet gone through. In 
order to avoid the danger of being dashed upon the 
rocks near the shore, the guides took what they call 
"fe grosse mer" — the centre of the stream. There 
were enormous waves out there, and it was sensation- 
al enough, in all conscience, to take a succession of J 
plunges into their hollows, and to float again, each! 
time up the opposite side of the billow, as easily a» J 
though the canoe were but a chip upon the rapids. I 
And yet how readily a careless or unobservant stroke j 
of the paddle, or a moment's neglect on the part of a I 
guide, might swamp or overturn the light craft! At 1 
times the velocity of the current was so great that the 1 
canoes swept down portions of these rapids with ter- j 
rific speed, and the trees and other objects on the shore \ 
flew past as telegraph-poles appear to do from the win- 
dows of a rail way -train. After passing through the I 
Gervais rapids the river presented a changed appear- ] 
ance. No more islands were to be seen, and the shores 
grew higher and steeper, and gradually assumed the 
characteristic Saguenay scenery, as viewed from the 
steamer below Chicoutimi. The stream ran swiftly, 
but was clear of rapids during the twelve miles more i 
that we descended in canoes to where the scattered j 
waters of the River des Aulnaies are broken over the 
face of rocks two hundred feet in height, to mingle 
with those of the Discharge. Uere we are close to the 
frightful rapids and whirlpool known as h grand 
'US, where a long portage of six miles over an 
exceedingly mountainous country road on the north 
ahore of the river is an absolute necessity. We left 
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our canoes at this point, and drove the whole remain- 
ing distance of twelve miles to St. Anne de Saguenay, 
where we crossed by ferry to Chlcoutimi at 2 p.m. 
We might have portagetl the canoes by biickboard 
for the first six miles, and then proceeded in them to 
Chicoutimi, but that would have added another day 
to the time of the guides, taking into consideration 
their descent to Chicoutimi and the additional time 
required for the ascent. As it was, they counted upon 
taking two days, from ten o'clock Saturday morning, 
when we left them at Kiver des Aulnaies, to portage 
and paddle up against the rapids back to the Island 
noose, the distance that, in descending with us in 
their canoes, they had covered in little less than half 
a day, deducting the time we had spent en route in 
fishing. Now that the railway is fully open from 
Lake St. John to Chicoutimi, the descent of the Grand 
Discharge may be much more cheaply made than in 
the past ; for, once at Chicoutimi, both guides and ca- 
noes can be carried back, at a trifling cost, to Lake St. 
John by the cars in the short space of three or four 
hours, and a saving effected of the hire and provisions 
for at least a day to a day and a half for a couple of 
guides to each member of a party of tourists or sixirts- 
men. 
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THE PERIEONCA AND TSCHOTAGAMA* 



The largest and wrildest of the great tributaries of 
Lake St. John is the Peribonca, or Peribonka Kiver, 
whose musical name in the Montagnais dialect signi- 
fies " the river with the sandy mouth," an appellation 
whose significance cannot fail of appreciation by all 
who have seen its low, sand v estuary of more than two 
miles in breadth. The error of translating Peribonca 
"The Curious River" has sometimes been made. 

The Peribonca is from three to four hundred miles 
in length, and drains an extent of country almost equal 
to the combined area of England and Wales. It is rich 
in roaring cataracts and boiling rapids. It is famous 
for the monster ouananiche and trout that are found in 
its upper lakes, and for the enormous pike that roam 
among its deep waters. Scarcely any but Indian hunt- 
ers have ever fired a shot at the ducks that frequent 
its upper waters, or buried a bullet in the body of even 
one of the many big black bears that browse the au- 
tumn berries about Lake Tschotagama. 

The trip to Lake Tschotagama is of deepest interest 
to the woodsman and canoeist, no matter from what 

• Parts of tliia cbapter are reprinted from the autbor'a irtlctM 
that appeared in Shooting and PWiins in August, 1BB8. 




direction the lake is approached. The shortest route 
from Luke St. John is that by way of the Peribonca 
River, and it is also that most proUiic of thrilling ad- 
venture, because of the rapid, precipitous descent of the 
waters of this mighty stream. Either the ascent to or 
the descent from Tschotagaraa should be by way of the 
Peribonca, though there are innumerable other routes 
from both east and west, all possessing special attrac- 
tions for the angler. Of the few white men who pre- 
vious to ISflS bad camped upon the shores of Lake 
Tschotagama. Mr.Wm. Hayes, Assistant City Attorney 
of I^ondon, England, and Mr. Eugene McCarthy, of 
Syracuse, N. Y,, reached it in 1S90, by way of the Mis- 
took River, from the Grand Discharge, and returned 
to Lake St. John by the Peribonca. Some have gone 
there by way of the Shipshaw, and others again by the 
River des Aulnaies. Messrs. E. J. Myers, barrister, 
and A. W. Koehler, of New York City, ascended to 
Tschotagama in July, 1891, by way of the Peribonca, 
which was the route that I selected in August, 1892,on 
the occasion upon which I visited the lake in company 
with Lieutenant-Colonel Andrew Ilagganl, D.S.O. — a 
model sportsman, a charming camping companion, a dis- 
tinguished raconteur, and still more distinguished sol- 
dier, an ex-governor of pestilential Massowah, and, like 
his younger but more widely known brother. Rider, a 
successful and entertaining novelist, as all will gladly 
testify who have rea<l Dodo and /, Ada TriscoU, or 
Tempest Tom,. Colonel Haggard has travelled and 
fished in every quarter of the globe, but so impressed 
were we both w ith the magnificent grandeur and some- 
what perilous adventures of the ascent of the Peribonca 
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that we determined upon returning the way we had 
come, more especially as there were mighty rapids to 
be run in oitr canoes in descending the stream that we 
had for the most part to portage around on the way 
up, A rery charming and extended report of the entire 
journey from Colonel Haggard's pen — or rather pencil, 
for most of it was written in his scribbling book, sitting 
in his canoe t'*i route — appeared in the May (1893) num- 
ber of Bfaekwood'8 Magasine. His appreciation of the 
character of the Peribonca River is tersely expressed 
in the following lines : 

"The Periboncn, it may be remarked, is a noble river Ibat ia 
known to Lave a course of at leasi five Imndred miles. I rany fur- 
ther add, Bfier personal expericace, thai it is an awful river, and 
one tliat no nervous -brained or timid person should venture la 
ucend in a canoe, lest, by auy involuntary movemeut at some crit- 
ical lime, both he and those with hlni be hurled into eternity ; for 
an untimely exclamalion, even, might result in all being cast into 
one of its myriad fearful mnelstroms, eitlier to be madly dashed 
against the iroD rocks Ihat everynliere spring up from tietow, and 
alBO fringe this dreadful tide, or down one ot the numerous foaming 
rapids rushing relentteasly through narrow, dark-browcd gorges in 
« succession of waves that frequeHly almost equal in height nnd 
fury the terriHc rapids of Nlagnm itself. When Mr. Chambers anil 
1 were talking over the evenrs of the day one night, in our little 
cnmp at the head of llie ninth or tenth cataract, around which we 
Lad portaged, be made use of an cipresslon concerning the river 
which I think eiacily describes it. 'I call it,' he said, ' fiightfully 
furious'; and that throughout a great part ot its career, ns far as 
we went, it most certainly ia. Tct there are also many sweet 
■tretches of peaceful and almost Thamea-Iike beauty upon its 
, bosom — spots where it broadens out from its usual width of ubont 
tialf amile in the main clianuci into from a mile to a mile and a half, 
where islands, with Iheir graceful foliage refln:Ied on the water, are 
judiciously thrown in by nature's fostering hand, and where Iho 
forest-clad bank^, instead of being high, beetling clills, are low and 
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park-like, strewn to the water's ed^ with a grassy rerdure. It is 
these Tery changes in the nature of the river — from wild to peaceful, 
from calm to furious — ^that make the Peribonca such a riyer that one 
seldom sees, and one almost impossible ftpUj to describe.'* 

With good guides the ascent of the river to Tschota- 
gama may be made comfortably in three days, and 
the descent therefrom in two. But two Indians 
and a canoe to each tourist are a necessity. When 
we made the trip we left Roberval at five o^clock 
in the morning, and reached the lake, which is nearly 
seventy miles distant, about two o'clock on the af* 
temoon of the third day. But we had the best of 
guides and the most favorable weather, and made 
the crossing of Lake St. John from Roberval to the 
mouth of the river, and the first three miles of the 
stream, on board the little steamer Undine^ which we 
had chartered for the occasion. The mouth of the river, 
though nearly two miles in width, is extremely diffi- 
cult of navigation. For some miles from Lake St. 
John both banks of the Peribonca are of sand and 
loam, and comparatively low. The immense rise in 
its waters in the spring of the year have washed 
down very great quantities of this sand, so that as a 
rule the waters of the lake, never very deep, are here 
unusually shallow, and the water brought down by 
the great river has so much space for diffusion that 
the navigable channel is exceedingly narrow and 
tortuous. This channel was ascended by the steamer 
for two or three miles, until close to the mouth of the 
Little Peribonca, which is to the left in ascending the 
larger stream. Here, after adding a small bag of 
potatoes to the supply of bread, biscuits, cheese, tea, 
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coffee, sugar, and pork, wliich Lad been jiaclced for us 
at the Hotel Koberval, the guides, of ivhoin the leaders 
were the full-blooded Indians Joseph Simeon and Jo- 
seph Nepton, transferred t!ie canoes from the steamer 
on to the water, packed the supplies, and started to 
paddle ua up the broad stream. We were in appar- 
ently placid water, but the current was so strong that, 
despite the hard paddling of the two mou in each 
canoe, we made that day but twelve miles from where 
we had left the steamer. The first part of the jour- 
ney was devoid of interest, with the exception of that 
attaching to the magnificence of the river, which con- 
tinued to average from one-third to two thirds of a 
mile in width. 

Most of the best timber had been cut away from the 
banks, which in places showed traces of magnetic iron 
sand in fairly large quantities. Sometimes the banks 
ivere seventy -five feet or more in height, and so nearly 
vertical that narrow streams of sand rolled slowly 
down them as if measuring time in an hour-glass. We 
landed on the western bank, for luncheon, about noon, 
and two or three hours* further paddling brought us 
to the first falls of the Peritonea, the roar of which 
could be distinctly heard for more than halt an hour 
before we sighted them. One is irresistibly lost in 
admiration upon contemplating this magnificent cata- 
ract. It is formed by a long series of successive 
falls, in which the river is crowded by immense boul- 
ders of granite and gneiss into an extremely narrow 
gorge, where, in the space of about two hundred feet, 
the foaming waters, dashing continuous clouds of 
spray high into the air, are plunged downward more 
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than half a hundred feet, sometimes by precipitoos 
descents into a concave basin, whence, at its lower ex- 
tremity, the very velocity of their fall throws them 
upward as well as onward over the uppermost verge 
of opposing rocks; sometimes over a rapid succession 
of boulders scattered in irregular but seemingly more 
graduated descent, until a Gnal plunge deeply disposes 
them upon an equally narrow bed of somewhat less 
uneven rock, where they form a series of angry rapids 
continuing for more than a thousand feet. The por- 
tage is around the westerly side of the cataract, over a 
series of boulders flanked on either side by yet higher 
and more massive rocks. Kuboiiy needs to be told 
that this deep pathway, when the Peribonca, in spring- 
time, is twenty to thirty feet above its usual summer 
level, is the bed of another mighty cataract. In as- 
cending, the Indians usually make a portage of three 
or four hundred yards only ; they run ashore near the 
foot of the rapids, and take the river again immedi- 
ately above the falls at a few feet only from the brink 
of the precipice, where the velocity of the current is 
something really alarming to the tourist who finds 
himself afloat upon it for the first time. It is easy for 
the last of the guides that embark in the frail craft to 
hold it alongside the rocks until he, too, has stepped 
aboard. But then commences a very struggle for ex- 
istence. The power of the current to force the canoe 
along with it over the cataract is with difficulty held 
in check at first, and finallj' but narrowly overcome 
by the desperate efforts of the men with the paddles. 
Vigorously, as for very life, do they ply their blades 
in the water or pry them against the boulders at the 
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side of the stream, straining every nerve in the strug- 
gle. The canoo remains nearly motionless betwixt two 
mighty, opposing forces. If, as sometimes liappens, 
the downward sweep of the water has the momen- 
tary advantage, and the canoe, despite the desperate 
efforts of the guides, appears to bo gradually float- 
ing with the current, a dexterous stroke of his paddle, 
by the man in the storn, forces the craft into the 
shore, where it can be securely moored by a hand or 
a paddle upon the projecting rocks until another and 
more successful effort is made to forge it ahead. On 
the downward trip the canoe is often portaged only 
past the cataract itself, and made to shoot the whole 
of the rapids below, and the exhilaration and enjoy- 
able nature of this experience is one of the most at- 
tractive features of the entire trip to and from Tschot- 
agama. 

The second falls, so called, are, in comparison to 
the first, but a series of magnificent rapids, very wild 
and beautiful, but lacking, of course, the stern gran- 
deur of the cataract described in the preceding lines. 
The portage around them is not very long, and though 
the upper part of the rapida is too much of a fall to 
be possibly duscended en canot, we ran the lower por- 
tion on our return trip. 

The third and last portage of our first day's journey 
was somewhat longer than either of the others. The 
falls, which necessitates it, are called La Chute de la 
Savane, and, like several of the cataracts of the Peri- 
bonca, are divided by an island into two distinct falls. 
Looking at them from below, the scenery here is of 
the most picturesque description. 
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"We fished in the rapids below them and took sereral 
ouitouche or chub on our flies, but not a ouananiche 
could be raised here at all, the Indians concluding 
that the water was too high anil thick at the lime. 
Ordinarily they claim that it is one of tlie best places 
in the vi\&cpovr U saum^n. At the upper end of this 
portage we camped for the night. When we got 
there, after fishing at the foot of the falls with the 
two guides who remained with ua, we found that the 
others, wlio had proceeded directly to our camping- 
ground, had already pitched the tents, lighted the 
camp and cook fires, and were busy preparing the 
supper. The camp was in a thick ]iiantation of wild 
raspberries, and the luscious ripe fruit was in great- 
er abundance than either of us had ever seen before, 
and affonled a most grateful and appetizing desert. 
Not much wonder is it that, as our guides assured us, 
bears are exceedingly plentiful in this neighborhood. 
IJappy bears! Here they increase and multiply, and 
with their kind so replenish this part of the earth as 
to make of their chase quite a matter of importance 
to the Indian hunters. They are often found in the 
Peribonca itself, swimming across the stream ; and 
there are at least two well-established cases of a bear 
having been killed in the rapids of this river by hunt- 
ers in canoes. Etienne Simard killed one here in 18S9 
with a blow from an axe, and in 1891 another was 
similarly slain by William Tremblay. 

Early on the second morning of our trip we struck 
camp, and having walked on the rocks by a couple of 
rapids, portaged around the fourth falls, or La Chute a 
Caron, half an hour later, climbing for about a quarter 
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of a mile along a narrow ledge of rock by the precip- 
itous west bank of the streiim. The canoes were then 
paddled through four miles of comparatively dead wa- 
ter — so called, at least, by the guides — though in parts 
it was marked by a very swift current. 

At some twenty-seven miles from the mouth of the 
river the fifth falls, or Chute a Wholly, are reached, 
aod here there is a portage fully a mile in length 
through a respectable forest, with a luxuriant under- 
growth of ferns, raspberries, and blueberries. About 
another mile up stream from the head of the portage 
is the mouth of the river Aleck, and, near by, the sixth 
falls, or Chute du IJonhoinine, There are very good 
trout in the river Aleck, by way of which stream the 
Little Peribonca may be reached without much por- 
taging. In the Aleck the guides often take valuable 
fresh-water pearls, which are found inside the shells of 
the river mussels. 

La Chute du Bonhomme is a very wide and beauti- 
ful waterfall, divided into two distinct cataracts by a 
large island in the centre. Some short distance above 
it the men forced the canoes up some pretty strong 
rapids, and even through cascades between the rocks — 
in some places nearly a foot or so in perpendicular 
height; but it was certainly very hard work. The 
river is remarkably winding now for a few miles, and 
upon the sandy bank, which we hugged pretty closely 
in ascending, several bear and beaver tracks were 

m. The marks left by the latter showed plainly 
the furrow worn by his trailing tail. 

At thirty - three miles from Lake St. John is the 
Portage de I'lle, where between two more falls the 
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canoea are padilled right up to their very foot, and 
then lifted out of the water and carried by the guides 
up the steep ascent to the summit of the little rocky 
islet which separates the two branches of the chule. 
replaced in the water above, and pajldled away ujj- 
stream, but not without considerable effort, from the 
very brink of tlie falls. It is certainly a very risky 
undertaking, but there ajipears at this point to be no 
other means of surmounting the obstacles to the as- 
cent of the river. 

We are now approaching the wildest scenery and 
roughest portion of our trip. A raite above the Por- 
tage de rile, which is situated, as already explained, 
between the two divisions of tJie seventh falls, are the 
Portage and Chute au Diable. At the Chute a Caron 
ami the Chute du Bonhomme you are naturally led to 
inquire the origin of their names, and listen with deep- 
est interest to the legend of Bonhomme Guillaume, 
for whom the one was named, and the story of the 
narrow escape at the other of a foreman lumber-tlriver 
named Caron, whose name has been ever since con- 
nected with the cataract, and in all human proba- 
bility ever will be. But when j'ou learu the name of 
the Devil's Falls, and take in the view of the surround- 
ings, there is no temptation to seek an explanation of 
the title it bears. It is ail too awfully plain, and, just 
as in the case of Cape Trinity on the Saguenay, the 
appropriateness of the name is unquestionable. Amid 
such gloomy scenes as meet the view, as the canoes 
approach the series of terrific gorges and chasms 
adown which are hurled the various channels of the 
stream, we feel indeed tliat "the banners of Ileirs 
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monarch do come forth toward us." And in recalHog 
the black shadows of the frowning cliffs that fringe the 
shore, the awe - stricken visitor may say witli Dante, 
"I raised mine eyes, believing that I Lucifer should 
see." 

A magnificent picture of tlie Chute au Diable was 
painted some years ago by Mr. L. R. O'Brien, late 
president of the Uoyal Canadian Academy of Art, 
during his trip up the Peribonea with Mr. J. G. A. 
Creighton, of Ottawa, and its gloomy mountain walla 
and restless water are a study for a Dore. Immense 
rocks of almost Titanic proportions are strewn in the 
utmost confusion, sometimes in great masses here and 
there in the bed of the stream, in summer dividing it 
into various channels, and during the spring floods 
contributing to the wild, broken character of the falls; 
and sometimes, again, piled pell-mell against the oth- 
erwise precipitous banks as if in very deviltry, form- 
ing, as thej do, a sceue of chaotic confusion, and of 
such an apparent absence of any vestige of law or 
order. These avalanches of rock, together with the 
falls of the river, would appear at first to effectually 
bar the further ascent of the stream; and in the time 
of the spring Boods they certainly do so in the imme- 
diate vicinity of the Devil's Falls, and the Portage au 
Diable is then at least two to three miles in length, 
and lies over the mountains some distance back from the 
river. "When the waters of the Peribonea reach their 
ordinary summer level, a portage near the falls may be 
had through a frightfully rough, rocky abyss, down 
which, in the spring of the year, rushes one of the 
roaring channels of the Devil's Falls; for it must be 
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borne in mind that between the spring and suaimer 
levels of the river there is a difference of at least thirty 
feet. At all seasons of the year the Chute au Diable 
is a heavy, steep, resistless cataract, though never, of 
course, seen to such advantage as during the spring 
floods. For a long distance below the falls the rapids 
are of extreme violence ; yet a portion of them, at 
least, must be ascended and another part crossed in 
order to gain the foot of the summer portage. And 
as the canoe nears the base of the cliffs the surround- 
ings may reasonably recall the shores of Acheron, 
notwithstanding the contrast offered by the immobil- 
ity of expression and contented countenances of your 
Indian guides to the " demoniac form " and " eyes of 
burning coal" of the old man Charon — "hoary white 
with eld." 

In sorae of the pools near the shore, at the foot of 
the easterly branch of the falls, the ouananiche were 
seen swimming in the foam just as they do in the 
Grand Discharge. We took with flies as many as wo 
required for food, both in ascending the river and on 
our way down again ; and in some of these pools one 
of our guides, on a hook baited with porli, at the end 
of a cord suspended from a paddle, dragged out of the 
water a couple of large dore, the firm white flesh of 
which served as a change from the rich salmon-fla- 
vored flakes of the ouananiche. 

Between the Chute au Diable, at the very brink of ' 
which we again took to our canoes, and our next por- 
tage at the Chute de McLeod or ninth falls, four miles 
distant, we had some splendid pike-fishing. Here the 
appearance of the banks of the river was very differ- 
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ent from what we had hitherto experienced. After 
leaving the sand-banks of the lower Peribonca, the 
shores had been principally high and rocky or formed 
by pebbly beaches. Now we had come to grassy, 
sedgy banks, near which we did not require to be told 
were the lairs of the voracious E»ox luciua. JIow 
fiercely it chases its affrighted prey was soon made 
evident to us by the violence with which some of 
these water wolves darted at our phantom minnows, 
and the good living which they here enjoy is illus- 
trated by the immense size to which they grow; one 
that broke away from Colonel Ilaggurd's line, when 
close to his canoe and about to be lifted into it, ap- 
pearing to be almost as long as a paddte. Both in the 
stream itself and in a marshy iagoon off its western 
side we killed a number of these fish from I 
twelve pounds each, but very much larger ones are 
occasionally taken here. 

Our portage around the Chute de McLeod was quite 
a long one, and crossed a hill several hundred feet in 
height. At its upper end we camped, but in descend- 
ing from the hike avoided the portage altogether, 
making, instead, a very short but very dangerous carry 
round the other side of the fall, to where it was possible 
to lift down the canoe, set it in the water, and conduct 
it through the terrific rapids at the very foot of the 
cataract, though it would have been absolutely impos- 
sible to have brought it up against them. 

Several wild ducks were seen bj' us above this por- 
tage and on our approach to Lake Tschotagaraa next 
morning, as well as later in the lake itself. These, 
with a few kingfishers, sand-larks, wootlpeckers, and 
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sea-giills, were all the birds of any consequence that we 
saw during our trip. 

Almost every description of river scenery Is obtain- 
able up the Peribonca. A little above the ninth falls 
the shores are again high and rocky. Here adaman- 
tine walls of granite imprison the fearful floods of 
spring, which some distance farther down the stream 
undermine the lofty banks of sand, enlarging thereby 
the liberty they already enjoy, as if in compensation 
for the restraint for a time imposed upon them. Large 
land-slides are thus caused during the season of high 
water, often carrying lofty trees down with them into 
the river, so that wherever the banks of the Peri- 
bonca are not either rocky or of low land they are 
constantly changing from one year to another. 

The tenth falls of the river are only seven miles be- 
low Lake Tschotagama, and l>eforG they are reached 
the high mountains to the north of the lake are plainly 
seen. Tschotagama is not an extension or widening 
of the Peribonca, but a respectably -sized body of 
water hung on, as it were, to the east side of the river ; 
or, rather, an independent lake nine miles long by one 
to three broad, lying almost due east and west, and 
emptying itself by a very narrow channel at its west 
end into the Peribonca. At its east end it is fed by 
the river Blanche, which contains numerous small 
trout, and, by way of it, Lac a I'Ours, Lake Brochet, 
and the river Shipsbaw, all noted fishing waters, can 
easily' be reached. 

Lake Tschotagama is almost entirely enclosed by 
lofty mountains, and is one of the most beautiful 
bodies of water that it is possible to imagine. At the 
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foot of the mountjiins near the outlet there are sandy 
beaches, affording splendid camping-grounds. As we 
advance towards the east the mountains are higher 
and rise abruptly out of the water, which in places is 
of very great depth. To be closed in by the moun- 
tains surrounding this lake during a violent thunder- 
storm is indeed an exi>enence, and the apparently 
never-ending reverberations of the thunder among the 
bills, once heard, is never likely to be forgotten. I,ake 
Tschotagama is the home of giant ouananiche and of 
monster pike and trout. A forty-nine-pound pike was 
here slain by Mr. William Uayes in 1890. Mr. E. J. 
Myeft, of New York, tells of one that he killed in 1S91 
that measured fifty-two inches in length and weighed 
forty-seven pounds, and of a trout, taken by him here, 
seven pounds in weight. Tliere hangs upon the wall 
of the Hotel Koberval the skin of a ouananiche 
twenty-seven inches in length. It once cov^ered the 
body of one of a pair of eight-pound fish taken in 
Tschotagama in Julj', 1891, by Mr. Myers. Some 
four-pounders fell there to my rod in August, 1892, 
but they were few and far between, until our guides, 
having imsuccessfully urged us to substitute small 
phantom minnows for our flies, cut open the fish that 
we had already caught, and showed us that their 
stomachs were full of sticklebacks. That settled 
the point, and proved beyond ]>eradventure that small 
fish and not flies are the principal food of the heavy 
ouananiche in this great northern lake. 

Far away north, near the source of the Peribonca, ia 
a very much larger lake, known as Manouan, and that 
only two or three white men have ever visited. It is 
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reported as swarming with ouananicbe, which, like 1 
those in Tschotagama, are all of very large size. It is | 
impossible to imagine small fisli forcing their way up 
the Perilwnca against the obstacles that intervene be- 
tween Lake St. John anil these other far more north- 
erly bodies of water, ascending the mighty falls that 
must bo encountered on the way, and evading the i 
many living sepulchres that yawn to receive them en I 
roul^, where are ranged the open jaws of innumerable 
voracious pike. If they run up and down the stream 
at all, their success in reaching their destination is in- 
deed an illustration of the survival of the fittest. But 
if it tie true, as alleged, that they are taken in Tschota- 
gama all the year round, then it would seem that as 
the sea is to the Salmo «alar and Lake St. John to the 
ouananiche that are taken in its vicinity, so are lakes 
Manouan and Tschotagama to those of the fresh-water 
salmon that are found respectively in their waters and 
tributaries. 

For those who care to seduce the well-fed ouana- 
niche and monster trout of Tschotagama with bait, 
plenty of it may certainly be had in the shallow 
waters near the sandy beaches; and earlier in the 
season, upon the pebbly shores, ihe perla, or stone-fly — 
the " May-fly " of Scotland, the '• creeper " of Ireland, 
and the " crawler " of portions of England^will doubt- 
less be found in great abundance, as we picked up 
under the stones of the beaches any number of the 
dry shells of the chrj'salis form. In both the larva 
and imago state, this insect is one of the most killing 
of baits for almost all of the species of salmonidse in 
our inlanil watera. 
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There are other insects, too, in this part of the coun- 
try, and some of them in great abundsince, especially 
black flies, sand-flies, and mosquitoes. And we had, 
unfortunately, selected for our trip the very height 
of the fly season. Haggard found them particularly 
bad, and Lad brought no ointment with him, being an 
unbeliever in its efficacy. I^t him tell his story in his 
own words : 

"It is a well-known (net that flies and mosquitoes bite a good 
deal up tlicCanadiau rivers. The mafiuiSccol Pcribonca proved t4> 
be DO exceptioa. . . . But Chambers bad come prepared For them. 
One nigbt in camp, when tbey were psrlicukrlj bad. I saw IiIid 
BDOliitiDg himsolC all over wjtb some pntent fly ■ repellent. He 
shone lilte tlie sua and smelled like a peppermint -drop when the 
operation was fluished, I sat bj and sneered at lilm, sayiag tbnt I 
bad been iu India and did not believe in fly ■ repellents, etc. But 
let those laugh who win. He sat lliere shining and smiling, and 
the flies dew around nud around, but never aligble<i on bioi more ; 
tbercfore, being couvjaced, 1 turocd my self Into a peppcrmlnt-drop 
tn turn. Only one mosquito ventured to slight ou my hand ; he 
walked all along the bnck nl it. tapping it with hie trunk to try it, 
HS in India an elephant does a bridge to see if it is safe, and then be 
gave it up and flew sorrowfully away, uiylng to himself, ' I have 
been deceived; I cnmo to eat man. and lo I it la only pepper- 

The colonel's description of the sport afforded by 
the ouananiche of Tschotagama will doubtless be read 
with interest. He says : 

"But the fish were slilf and only came oocasioDalty, and after 
an hour or two's flsbing I found myself saying, in tbe words of the 
ingenue of Pink Dominoa, 'This is not what I came here for.' 
But If the fish were, as the Scots saj. dour.' they were magnifl- 
cent when hooked. Springing out o( the water repeatedly to the 
height of five and six Teet, tbey glistened in the sun like silver, and 
fell back again into Ihe wuler like little tat pigs, such a splash did 
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t!](?y make. Once I hooked a couple of between three aad four 
pounds each at llie same time — one on a tiny Jock Scolt, the Other 
on my top fly. Never was there such a Bight and Ci 
uuy hike ; sometimea both were out of the water 
the one went down ae the other went up: but fortunately I had not 
paid my visits to Farlow's for nothing. The gul-caat waa new and 
lield, until afier a luinute or two the tiip fish made his Dnal bow 
and took his departure. Then 1 bad an opportunity of seeing 
whether or not a ouanunicbe could run as well as jump. A well- 
known New York angler, tlr, Roosevelt, had particularly asked me 
to observe this point, as some people say the fish only jumps. This 
particular fullow no sooner felt that be bad got rid of bis companion 
in misfortune than he set to work with a series of runs that bent 
my little trout-rod nearly down to the water, and that would have 
been no discredit to a fresh-water giilac In any river. We got him 
at lost, though — a short, thick flsh weij;bing three and threo-quarier 
pounds." 

Disciples of the gun will find plenty of duck shoot- 
ing upon Lake Tschotagama in tbe early part of Se\y- 
teinber. Those in search of larger game sliould never 
ascend the Peribonca without taking a rifle with 
them, for a bear may be met with in the stream at 
any time; and in the months of August and Septem- 
ber it is never difficult to find them in tbe brule, or 
woods which have been swept over by fire. There is 
such a brnltj a very few miles above Tschotagama, on 
the left bank of tiie river in ascending it, which is a 
favorite and fruitful resort of bear -hunters. Here 
from the west flows in the river 13rul6. By ascend- 
ing the stream some forty miles more, to do which 
quite a number of further rapids and falls must be en- 
countered, a portage across country and through inter- 
vening lakes may be made so as to reach the Petite 
Peribonca, and by descending it a new route may be 
followed on the return trip to Lake St. John, 




Near the Brule, too, comes in the river Au Sable, 
having a beautiful cataract, one hundred and flftj' feet 
in height, close to its mouth. Remarkably good trout 
fishing is to be had three miles above these falls. 

The principal forfist trees in the country immetli- 
ately north of Lake St. John are pine, spruce, sapin or 
balsam, maple, black and white birch, poplar, and 
cedar. In the shadow of these woods and by the 
margin of the river the chief flowers that we no- 
ticed on our ascent of the Peribonca were the Ledum 
lati/olium, or Labrador tea, with its elegant umbrel- 
like clusters of tiny white flowers at the summits of 
slender sprays; the blue harebell, found principally on 
rocky cliffs; the wootl-sorrel, a large blue flag that 
loves a marshy soil, and whose seeds have sometimes 
been used crushed by the Indians as a substitute for 
coffee; the solidago or brilliant goldenrod, Michaelmas 
is, and the graceful little twin flower borne aloft 
on slender stems from a bewildering entanglement of 
creeping vinery, and that bears still the name of its 
devoted lover, Linna>us. Of berries there were a pro- 
fusion of raspberries and blueberries, large and luscious, 
as well as occasional bushes of wild currants and 
gooseberries of poor quahty, besides pigeon-berries in 
abundance, and the box -leaved wintergreen or bear- 
berr)', with its white and red berries — the J'raise d 
Fours of the half-breed hunters, which extends through 
the whole of Labrador to Hudson Bay, and which 
has been suggested as a substitute for holly in this 
country for Christmas decorations." Numerous i 

• Mr*. Traill, In Plant-Life in Camda. 
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rieties of ferns flourish in the forest shades, and ihe 
ground is often carpeted with lichens, reindeer, stags- 
horn, and other mosses. 

As most men treasure up the memories of their 
angling trips among their most cherished possessions, 
so do I prize the following lines scrawled on a boulder 
table at the door of our island camp below the Devil's 
Falls by Colonel Haggard, and dedicated to his an- 
gling companion, on our wsiy home from Tschotagama : 



SOTOG A MORE '—A REMINISCENCE 

" Our cump luuks o'er Ibe silent lukc. the ripple scarce Is heard. 
The aummer nigiit wc liaidly breuk by luugli or careless word ; 
Tlie plunet ibxta willi lurid liglii Eliiues o'er the distant shore. 
And all Is peace this lovely aighl od Lake 8otogamore. 
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\ my, the pkoet's sheea 



It glitters iu the wavelet's spray, it turns the waters red ; 
Tht mountain-peaks, in close relief, by atarllghl lamps are shown, 
Id such a Bcenc llie keenest grief a chastened joy must own. 

" Ah 1 Chambers, friend, if God should give that we again should 

In mighty cities where men lire in noisy, crowded street, 
Should hearts be dulled or sod with pain, just turn in thought 
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in — we've seen Sotogumore. 



" Remember, too, the sandy camp beoealh the Devil's Falls, 
The sLara again have set their lamp, the roarioE cascade bawls ; 
Peribonca's fearful tide we twain have straggled through, 
TerriSc rapids, side by aide, have shot in bark canoe. 
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" Tbe sunset glow, as beaTen sweet, fair nigbt hatb fled before, 
Tbe torrent dasbing at our feet comes from Sotogamore. 
Tbe beaver and the bear alone our little islet ken, 
It is a kingdom all our own, far from all baunts of men. 

** Tbat isle, an emblem of our life ; we pause, tbe rocks among, 
No sooner past one danger rife, anotber crag bas sprung 
To menace us from borrid foam umid tbe torrent's roar, 
As wben we soutbward made for borne from far Sotogamore." 
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Tms great inland sea is situated some three hun- 
dred miles by canoe and portage routes to the north- 
east of Lake St. John. Nothing can be more advent- 
urous for those desiring a five to six weeks' trip in 
this wild northern country than a visit to the great 
lake, and the journey can be considerably extended 
by returning by James's Bay, or by ascending to Mis- 
tassini by some other route than that usually follou'ed 
via the Ashuapmouchouan River. It may be reached 
by way of either the Mistassini or Peribonca Uiver. 
A very elaborate trip may be made by ascending llie 
Betsiamitz River from the north shore of the Lower 
St. Lawrence to Lake Pipmuakin, a distance of one 
hundred and thirty-five miles, and thence reaching 
Lake Mistassini by utilizing a number of water 
stretches of the Peribonca system. Or the latter part 
of this journey may be curtailed by omitting that 
portion of it between the valley of the Peribonca and 
Lake Mistassini and descending the Shipshaw River 
to the Saguenay, or the Peribonca to I^ake St. John. 
Mr. Low reached Mistassini by way of Betsiamttz 
and I^ke Pipmuakin in 18S4, and made an interest- 
ing reiwrt of his exploration to the Geological Sur- 
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IJBbed. The lower part of the Betsiamitz River is 
from half a mile to a mile across, and both its waters 
and those of Lake Pipmiiakin are well atockefl with 
fish, the principal kinds being lake and river trout, 
whitefish, pike, and carp, and, below the first fall of 
the river, salmon and sea trout. There is one very 
long and bad portage on the way up to the lake, where 
everything has to be carried over a mountain a thou- 
sand feet high. Lake Pipmuakin is very irregular in 
shape, being full of deep bays, and has an area of 
over one hundred square miles. There are two 
known routes from it to the watei-s of the Peri- 
bonca: the one to the north via the farther ascent 
of the Betsiamitz, leading direct to Lake Manouan 
at the head of the principal branch of the Peri- 
bonca, by way of Lake Manouanis; the other is by 
the Pipmuakin River, a feeder of the lake, which is 
ascended for twelve miles, and is then distant but five 
miles from a small lake called Otashoao, which dis- 
charges by a little river two miles long into the 
Manouan branch of the Peribonca. Thence the as- 
cent is made to Lake Manouan, noted for its irregular 
shape and the superior quality of its ouananiche and 
other fish. From the lake there is a portage and 
canoe route to the main branch of the Peribonca, 
half a mile below Lake Onistagan. Here the river is 
two to three hundred yards in width, and must be 
ascended through Onistagan and for son:je miles far- 
ther, until a western tributary is reached, the ascent of 
which shortens the portage and canoe route through a 
nucnber of small lakes and intervening country, lead- 
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ing to Lake Temiscamie. wliose outlet flows into Lake 
MistiEtsstiiis, or Little Mistassini, which in its turn emp- 
• ties its surplus waters into Great Ijike Mistassini, over 
a waterfall twenty feet high. 

The shortest route to Lake Mistnssini, as already 
indicated, is that by way of the Ashiiapmouchouan. 
This was followed in the summer of lS!)i by ifr. 
Archibald Staart, who reached the lake in little less 
than three weeks from Lake St. John, accompanied 
by four Indian guides. He left the Ashuapmou- 
chouan proper at the mouth of the Chigobicho, which 
■was ascended as far as Lake Chigobiche, a fine body 
of water thirty miles long. In the river there is ex- 
ceedingly fine trout fishing. The lake of the same 
name is very picturesque, and on one of its islands is 
an old Indian cemetery, marked by many mounds. 
The guides never camp upon this island, for fear of 
disturbing the spirits of the dead. A short portage 
from Lake Chigobiche leads to the Riviere de la Colo 
Croche, which empties into Lake Asbuapmouchouan, 
the headwaters of the river of that name. Another 
portage lea«ls to the Nicaubau River, the heavy rapids 
of which have to be ascended in oi-der to reach first 
Little and then Great Lake Nicaubau. Various small 
portages and short canoe routes, known only to the 
Indians, lead to the height of land, in the neighbor- 
hood of which beaver are ,so exceedingly plentiful that 
the progress of the canoe is constantly intemipted by 
their villages and dams. In the swamps on either 
side of the height of land are any number of par- 
tridges, while ducks are plentiful on all the lakes. 
Lake Obatagooman is reached soon after passing the 
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height of land, and other large lakes intervene b©* 
tween it and Mistassini. Bears abound in all the sur- 
rounding country. Whitefish are plentiful m nearly 
all the waters beyond the height of land, trout are 
found in most of the smaller streams en. route, and pike 
and dor^, or pickerel, abound everywhere. The de- 
scent from Mistassini to Lake St. John can be made 
in about a week, over fifty miles of rapids being fre- 
quently run in a single day. It is generally made by 
a different route to the ascent, the simplest being that 
by the Chef (or chief) branch of the Ashuapmouchouan, 
which is reached on the second day after leaving Lake 



An entirely different and much longer return trip 
can be had by descending the Rupert River— the out- 
let of Lake Mistassini— to James's Bay, which will oc- 
cupy about two weelis. Another week will enable the 
tourist to cross the bottom of the bay to Moose Fac- 
tory, whence he can ascend the Moose River in a fort- 
night to Dog Lake at the height of land, and thence 
return to civilization by the Canadian Pacific Rail- 
way. This trip was done by Professor Galbraith, of 
the Toronto School of Science, in 1S82 or 1883, and by 
Mr. Low in 1885. It was by way of the Ashuapmou- 
chouan that the Jesuit Father Albanel reached Mis- 
tassini on hi3 way to James's Bay in 1673. He briefly 
described his journey in the I^elaiioria dea t/eamtea, 
vol. iii. It took him two years, for he was detained 
by the Indians, who stripped him of his clothing. The 
next explorer to reach Mistassini was the French 
botanist Michaux, who in 1702 ascended the Mistas- 
sini River from Lake St. John. Mr. James Richard- 
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Bon, of the Geological Survey, reached tbe great lake 
in 1870 by way of the Ashuaptnouchouaii, and in the 
folloiving year Mr. Walter McOuat, of the Batue de- 
partment, ascended to ilistassini by way of the Mia- 
tassini River. Nothing further was done until the 
date of the Low-Bignell expedition of 1884, when Mr. 
Low surveyed the lake, reporting it to be a hundred 
miles or thereabouts in length, with an average width 
of twelve miles. In one place a sounding gave a 
depth of three hundred and seventy-four feet. 

Like all the neighboring large lakes, the waters 'of 
Mistassini are full of iish. The principal varieties are 
lake trout, river trout, whitefish, pike, pickerel, and 
sucker, all of large size and fine quality. Excellent 
sport can therefore be had there with either Bpuon 
or minnow. 

The Hudson Bay Company has a small station or 
"fort" upon the edge of the lake, the supplies for 
which, with the exception of Iish, which forms a large 
part of the diet of the inhabitants, are brought from 
James's Bay. There are some twenty-five families of 
Indians — about one hundred and twenty people in all 
— living around the lake and trading with the Hudson 
Bay Company. They live by hunting, and in seasons 
when game is scarce cases of death by starvation are 
by no means uncommon. They profess Christianity, 
but mingle with it many of their old beliefs, and still 
have their sorcerers, who profess to be able by super- 
natural means to do much of what is professed by 
modern spiritualists. A Church of England mission- 
ary from the diocese of Moosonee, at Hudson Bay, 
visits them once in two or three yeai-s, and per- 



SIO LA 

forms the ceremonies of marriage aiid christening as 
required. 

The name "Mistassini" means "big rock," and 
comes from mistake, which means "great" ivhen 
joined to a name, and " much " when joined to a verb, 
and aigiiii, "a rock." It was applied, according to 
some authorities, because of the immense boulders 
strewn about the west shore of the lake, and accon.1- 
ing to others on account of a rocky eminence in the 
lake, concerning which they indulge the superstition 
that it is unsafe to look at it while crossing the 
water, since to do so is certain to agitate the surface 
of the lake and raise a dangerous storm. 
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The Ashuapmouchouan is one of the three largest 
tribataries of Lake St. John, being nearly three hun- 
dred miles long. It flows into the lake from the 
northwest, while the Sagnenay carries off its surplus 
waters towards the southeast. Consequently the 
Ashnapmouchouan was formerly considered as the 
headwaters of the Saguenay, and my friend Mr. Er- 
nest Gagnon tells me that when he went to school 
he was taught that I^ake St. John was crossed by the 
river Saguenay. It was Bouchette, Surveyor-General 
of Canada, who first applied the name Ashuapmou- 
chouan to the river, which name bad previously been 
given by the Indians to a lake in which one of its 
branches takes its rise. Ashuapmoucbouan means 
" where the moose feed." It has long been considered 
the principal highroad from Lake St. John to Great 
Lake Mistassini, though the latter may be reached 
either by way of the Mistassini Eiver, the Peribonca, 
or the Betsiamitz, as already described. The Ashuap- 
moucbouan is a magnificent stream, traversing a most 
interesting territory, and containing a number of lofty 
waterfalls and several long stretches of exceedingly 
heavy rapids. These rapids are difficult to navigate, 
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and afford any amount of excitement to the ardent 
and venturesome canoeist. There are 3ome good fish- 
ing-places in the river, notably at the Salmon River 
Falls, a very pretty chute, extending quite across the . 
river, in the parish of St. Felicien, a few hours' drive I 
only from Hoberval. Here, in the latter part of the j 
summer season, the ouananiche may often be found I 
at the foot of the falls, apparently resting to recover I 
their strength before attempting to surmount the ob- [ 
stacles that stand in the way of their ascent to their 1 
spawning -beds. I have seen them here when they I 
refused all kinds of fliea, but took the phantom min- 
now greedily. It is more often, perhaps, to reach Lao j 
a Jim and other favorite fishing waters that anglers j 
ascend this difficult stream than to fish its own jxiols. | 
A couple of days' time in ascending this river may be I 
saved, and four portages avoided, by driving not only ' 
to St. Felicien but as far as the head of Portage & 
rOurs, where there is a bad " carry " for a mile and a 
half. The portage is well nametl, for, like all of them 
in this part of the country, bears' tracks are plentiful 
there; and Mr. Archibald Stuart, on his way up this 
river to Lake Mistassini in July, 1894, met two Cana- 
dian hunters a little higher up the stream, returning 
to Lake St. John with the skins of thirteen bears 
which they had killed. The first heavy rapids of the 
Ashuapmouchouan above the Portage i I'Ours must | 
be poled up. There is no way to portage around I 
them, and the current is too heavy to permit of pad- 
dling up. Where the rapids are deep, the guides I 
stand up at either end of the canoe, and with long I 
poles, sometimes ten and fifteen feet, aud even more, 1 
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in length, force the frail craft tediously and foot by 
foot up the stream. Often does the current apjiear too 
heavy for the canoemen to stem, and the birch-bark 
can only be held for a while stationary, or may even, 
at times, be driven backward. The picture illustra- 
tive of these difficulties is from a photograph by Mr, 
Archibald Stuart, When one recalls how little un- 
toward motion is required to overturn one of these 
canoes, the peril and excitement of a trip of this kind, 
with two men standing up in the birch-bark in the 
midst of heavy rapids, may readily be imagined. In 
order, again, to avoid the most treacherous portions 
of some of these rapids, it is at times necessary tfi 
ascend them where they are so shalloiv that the 
canoemen, and perhaps the angler as well, must 
step out and push the canoe up-stream. After a se- 
ries of such rapids and two more portages the canoe 
glides easily over la ijrande eau morte—a long stretch 
of dead water forming a lake from half a mile to a 
mile wide. On the right bank of the river, at the head 
of this lake, is the portage to Lac a Jim. This portage 
is usually reached on the third day after leaving Lake 
St. John. For twenty miles above are a long series 
of rapids known as the Pemonka Rapids, exceedingly 
heavy, and running at the rate of tifteen miles an 
hour. In some places the guides have so much difli- 
oalty in finding the bottom with their poles that they 
call them the^(M (fc fimds, or bottomless rapids. Near 
their head the liim^re d la Zoi'tre, or Otter River, 
falls into the stream on its right side. By ascending 
this tributary for a mile and a half a fall of thirty 
feet is reached, at the foot of which very good trout 
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fishing may be had, though the fish are not very J 
large. 

Up the perpendicular chff at the side of the Pemonka | 
Rapids, the Indiana declare that one of their sorcerers, J 
some few years ago, ■walked to the top like a fly, ] 
bringing down with him a number of bird's-nests and 
their eggs ; and they add, with a shake of the head, 
that "it was not with the aid of the good God, but 
rather with the assistance of the devil," that he did it. 
Amphibious human beings, called by the Indians " riv- . 
er-men," are believed by them to have formerly occu- 
pied parts of Canada, and Father Charlevoix, in his J 
works, tells some curious stories concerning them that | 
were repeated by the Indians to the first discoverers j 
of the country. To my friend Mr. Archibald Stuart J 
his guides pointeil out the exact spot in the Pemonka I 
Rapids where, as they allege, the last survivor of this | 
now extinct race was ruthlessly slaughtered by a Mia- I 
tassini Indian, who, accompanied by his wife and | 
family, was descending them on his way to the St. [ 
Lawrence to hunt porpoises. It was about fifty years ] 
ago, and the guides pretend to have known some old ( 
Indians who saw the Mistassini hunter when he 
reached Lake St, John, To them he boasted that he 
had killed the river-man. " I shot him in the back 
with a slug from ray rifle," he said, " while he was 
swimming down the rapids, and he turned a number 
of somersaults and disappeared." The Indians were I 
horror-stricken, and told him tliat he had committed j 
a dreadful deed, and that something awful was sure to j 
happen him. " I don't care," was the answer of this j 
bold, bad man; "I would do it again. I would kiUj 
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the devil if I was to meet him." But tradition says 
that the Indians warned him truly, and that in de- 
scending the heavy rapids of the discharge of Lake St. 
John his canoe was overturned, both he and his family 
were drowned, and the murder of the "river -man" 
was avenged. 

About a week's journey up the river are the Grosse 
Chaudiere Falls, or rather succession of falls, varying 
in height from ten to thirty feet each. Several years 
ago, so the Indians say, a sorcerer, after making cer- 
tain incantations, shot safely over all this series of 
frightful falls in his canoe. At the foot of the big 
falls is a splendid pool for ouananiche, from which 
some very large specimens of the fish have been taken 
by Mr. B. A. Scott, the late Dr. Lundy, and others. 
It is possible that they may be found still higher up 
the stream, but I have not been able to obtain any 
positive proof of their existence there. 

The upper waters of this river are referred to in the 
chapter on Lake Mistassini. 
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One of the most frequented camping sites and 
fishing-grounds of late years to the north of Lake St. 
John, largely, no doubt, on account of its accessibili- 
ty, is at the fifth falls of the Mistassini. It may be 
reached in a day's journey up the river from Rober- 
val. The steamer Le Colon ascends the ^[istassini 
twice a week, leaving Roberval early in the morning, 
crossing Lake St. John, some fifteen miles, to the 
mouth of the river, which is nearly two miles wide, 
and ascending the stream nearly twenty miles to the 
iBouth of the Ri»ihre au Fovn,fiX Mistassibi, near the 
foot of the Mistassini's first falls. The journey up 
the river is exceedingly tedious, on account of its 
constantly changing sand-bars, and it is sometimes 
after two o'clock in the afternoon when the steamer 
reaches her destination. The Mistassibi is a very 
handsome stream, three to four hundretl feet wide; 
and nearly a milo from its mouth, at its first falls, 
is a primitive Trappist monastery, Here the brown 
and white habited monks, whose almost only salutB' 
tion is "Memento moriP'' divide the long hours of 
their working and praying day, from 3 a.m. to 8 or 
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9 p.si., between their devotions and manual labor! 
upou tlieir farm and in their log-house, I 

Very good ouananiche fishing may often be hadn 
at the foot of the third falls of the Mistassibi. The 
mouth of this pretty river, where the steamer moors, 
is, as already mentioned, very near to the first falls 
of the Mistassini. Here, also, the ouananiche fre- 
quently halt to feed on their way up the river, and 
at times good catches have been made. The sur- 
roundings, too, are exceedingly picturesque, and 
there is a settler's house near by, where fresh milk, 
butter, eggs, and vegetables may be obtained — a . 
rather unusual luxury so far north in the 'n-oods.fl 
From the foot of the first to the foot of the fifth I 
falls of the Mistassini there are only four portages. 
None of them are long, and two or three of them are 
only a couple of minutes' walk each. The distance from 
the first to the fifth falls — which is easily covered in 
about two hours — is not more than five miles, and the 
longest water stretch is about two miles. Between 
the second and third falls of the Mistassini there am 
mingled with its watera those of the Eivi^re aux 
Rats. This is a rapid stream twenty-five miles ia 
length, the outlet of Lac aux Rats — a large, long, nar- 
row lake, which, though seldom, if ever, visited by 
anglers, contains very large specimens of the dark- 
colored ouananiche, similar to those found in I^c k 
Jim and Tschotagama, and known to the Indians as 
ouohachoumac. The journey from the mouth of the 
Riviere atix Rats to the lake occupies two days. 

Returning to the Mistassini, it may be well to ex- 
plain, for the benefit of those who are strangers to 
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the geography in detail of this Northern country, 
that the river has no connection whatever with the 
lake of the same name. Undoubtedly it was early 
given the name of the great lake l)ecause of the erro- 
neous belief that it received the dlscliarge of its waters, 
the fact being that Lake Mistasaini is discharged by 
way of the Rupert River into James's Bay. The river 
named after it is not even so direct a highway to the 
great lake as is the Ashuapmouchouan, 

The facility and ease with which the Mistassini may 
he ascended to the foot of the (ifth fulls mukos it 
an enjoyable trip for parties accompanied by ladies. 
The basin below the falls is iaUy a quarter of a mile 
across, and on either side of it are splendid sandy 
beaches suitable for camping purposes. 13iit the camp 
site jxir excellence is the summit of the pretty island, 
some half acre or so in extent, that divides the falls 
in two. An immense boily of water, esiiecially in the 
spring of the year, hurls itself over the pruciploo in u 
large fleecy mass, like that at Montmoronci or the 
Ouiatcliouan, by a sheer fall, here of some twenty-five 
to thirty feet in height. This main fall is some two 
to three hundred yards in length. Its ooustnnt roar 
may be heard for miles around, antl its spray ia Cuu- 
tinually ascending to nearly half its liuiglit. The 
lesser falls, on the north side of the island, contain a 
very much less volume of water than the other, and 
are not quite twenty feet in height. In part tliey are 
broken in two, forming a natural fish way or ladder, 
by means of which, and by which alone, the ouana- 
niche continue their ascent of the river. Some two- 
thirds of the distance up this lesser fall — say twelve 
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feet from its base and six from the brink — is a fairlyl 
deep cavity in tlie rock, forming a miniature p 
twenty to thirty feet iti leuglli by ten in width, i 
which the ouanaiiiche may often be seen to leap fi 
below, sometimes after repeated failures, and from 
which others may be seen ascending into the stream 
above. It may at first sight appear improbable that J 
the ouananiche should overcome a sheer fall of twelve | 
feet or thereabouts, but it will be remembered by i 
readers of Forest and Stream that Mr. A. N. Cheney I 
has proved, by the evidence of Professor A. Landmark, .j 
that the Atlantic salmon in Norwegian rivers has J 
made perpendicular leaps of sixteen feet. Resting I 
a while iu this pool, the ouananiche will sometimes ■ 
rise to the fly or take a bait, and then ensues a strug- \ 
gle. When he feels the barb the tish instinctively 1 
seeks to escape by endeavoring to return to the he; 
waters whence he came, and, despite the angler's ef- ! 
forts, some fisli when hooked have succeeded in this 1 
endeavor, and yet by skilful manipulation have been ] 
eventually saved and brought to net. There are \ 
favorite spots for the sport all over the wide, foam- ' 
bedecked pool below the falls, where, at almost all I 
times from the middle of July to the 1st September, ' 
under favorable conditions, the fish will take the fly. I 
I have said "under favorable conditions," because ll 
have known of times when the fish were undoubted- 1 
ly there, but could not be tempted at all. This was I 
usually due to the fact that they had been frightened .1 
by the presence of too many anglers and canoes upon J 
the pools, and the consequent troubling of the waters. 1 
Those who enjoy the reading of a piece of pleasant J 
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word-painting of fish ami fishing will be interested in 
the following extracts from Mr. E. J. Myere's article 
on "La Cinquieme Chute" in the Ajnencan FteUl of 
May26, 189i: 

" Only ia tlie walers oF tlie Great PbIU does one learn the unenii- 
iiig plensurc of killing Ihe ouananiche, and tbe mnoj wajB whlcli 
mustbereBOHed to to tempt this waryuDtagoubl to lake up the gage 
of battle. Standing on a ledge of rocks rising out in the river, and 
drawiDg your flies wiib short cast in tbe eddies which form around 
the points, as if the flies were swimming against the Htrenm, one will 
pluinly see the swift rush of the ouauniiiche to seize tbe fly, and. on^ 
ward flashing, take Ibe tip of the rod under tbe surface ere tbe sting 
of the barb ninkes liim raadly flash iu tbe air. Or casting forly to 
Ufty feet far out In the current, tbe dip. dip of tbe rod makes the fly 
swim to one's feet, and the strike of tbe ouananiche In taking tbe 
fly down the stream — attested by a savage tug — smites tlie nerves 
like an electric shock. 

"Or getting Into the canoe upon a cushion of fragrant boughs tbe 
angler goes out on tbe flood, tbe hircbeii craft dancing on the waves 
like B. cockle-shell, and casts the dainty dies upon the huge patches 
of white foam that often rise two feet thick, making tbem flutter, 
skitter, and leap as though they were living; and tben comes the 
quick, intense rush of blood and quickening of nerves and muscles, 
as tbe ouunanicbe, likea Sash of light, cleaves tbe foam and seizes tbe 
fly. often taking it with one mad leap upward luto the air, as tbe 
glittering mass of feathers flutters above tbe foam. 

'■ Unto no one combinntiou of feather or color ia he wedded ; for 
one season they have risen unto nil changes of yellow, and another 
season unto all variations of dark gray and black ; and tben hare 
I lamented to And tbem rising to green tints when 1 had only two 
or three in my entire collection. So have I angled all day. with 
changes toall that fancy could suggest, wilbout success, until, when 
I was ihorougbly discouraged at dusk, they rose at tbe Parmacbenee 
Belle and while-winged Admiral with an appetite, and fougbt in the 
twiligbi with a mad ferocity, that more than compensuled for tbe 
disappointments of Ibe day. 

■' I know no fish that will rise to the fly or take llie troll, whether 
it be pbaniom minnow or wbirliog spoon, like the ouananiche. It 
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will flght harder nnd more madly than nay flsh its size, and will 
ezliibit more iricke to expel the &y, or to free itself from the Im- 
paliog faoga of the troll, than f]iiicy itself cao promiee. 
over hgmo have I souglit to kill two, thnt weighed a pound 
eath, at one cast, and have failed. 1 liuvv taken the best n: 
salmon lenders — tested at eleven pounds — and. tying a loop aboi 
six feet from one end, have lied a fly on each end, and then have 
made n>y cast. I have seen the flies taken by le beaa taumon. wliidh 
Toee in the air as though hurled from a catapult, and tben the rod 
would straighten and the line come back with leader and flies gone, 
the great leader snapped like a linen thread by the aimultaneouB leap 
of two Qahes Into the air. 

" Standing upim a rock at the very foot of the Great Falls, with a 
Wood rod, reel, and cast, in all weighing fourteen ounces. I stabbed 
the ouananiclie and gave the rod to the Lady Cecilia Rose, to play 
and land the quarry. I liave seen her ga.sp with ttvlight as, balf- 
bliaded by the spray, she barely saw the leap of the ouananicbe 
from Ibe foamy waters. Many a time did her ladyship let the 
quarry escape, because her fear of tlje frail quality of the rod made 
her loner the tip when she should have given the butt. . . . No- 
where that I have ever pitched my tent may compare with (fae 
beauty, pIcIuresquenesB, and grandeur of the island In the Mistos- 
slni. Truly it is a rough diamond set where tlie waters are silver. 
The sport hod been enjoyed, tlie game tested. The angler had nut 
come in vain, and all was indeed weU." 
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The description already given of the descent of La 
Grande Ddcharge and the ascent of the Peribonca, 
Mistassini, and Ashuapmouchouan rivers will have sug- 
gested, to those accustomed to such trips, a number of 
points at which they may be varied to suit the tastes 
of individual anglers, or the length of time they may 
desire to devote to them. The indication of a few 
other tours will doubtless be found useful. 

From the upper waters of the Peribonca, by means 
of various portages, streams, and lakes, the tourist may 
reach the headwaters of the Betsiamitz and descend 
that river to the St. Lawrence. This trip would oc- 
cupy some three to four weeks, and would, perhaps, be 
more comfortably made by ascending the Betsiamitz 
and descending the Peribonca. The upper waters of 
both streams are described by the late Mr. W. A. 
Ashe, D.L.S., by Mr. A. P. Low, and by Mr. John Big- 
nell, who all made this trip, as plentifully stocked with 
fish. 

From Lake Tschotagaraa, which has been already 
described, a number of tours may be arranged. The 
Grande D6charge may be reached from it in three or 
four days, either by way of the river des Aulnaies or 
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by that of the Sbipshaw. In each case it is nei 
sary to leave Tscbota^ma at or near its eastern e 
tremity. 

To Lac des Habitants there is a portage of about a 
mile from Tschotagama, This lake is fairiy full of 
trout, about half a pound in weight, that rise well to 
the fly, and it is very seldom fished. Lao des Habi- 
tants empties into the river des Aulnaies, where the 
stream is not much more than twenty feet wide. 
Lower down its width is increased to forty feet. It 
contains trout, and flows into the Saguenay. twenty- 
one miles below Lake St. John, by means of a fall 
aeventy-five feet high, and some thirty miles after re- 
ceiving the waters of the Lac des Habitants. In the 
course of these thirty miles there are four rapids, two 
of which must be portaged. 

The trip to the Saguenay from Tscbotagama, by 
way of the Shipshaw, though somewhat difficult, 
quite picturesque. Tschotagama is left by ascendinj 
the river Blanche, which flows into it from the east,' 
The stream, which contains small trout, is followed 
for about four miles. Then there are two short 
portages to I^c k I'Ours. which is two miles and a half 
long, and contains trout up to about half a pound in 
weight. A two to three mile portage leads to Lac & 
Brochet — quite a familiar name in this north country, 
for those responsible for the nomenclature of thi 
waters seem to have hatl a weakness for applying 
to all lakes found to contain brocket, or pike, 
particular Lac b. Brocbet contains both pike and trout,, 
and is about three miles long. After a series of small- 
er lakes and shorter portages, the river Shipshaw ia. 
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reached, a stream of about the same size as the Little 
Peribonca, contaiDing trout up to two and three pounds. 
The river can only be descended in canoe for some eigh- 
teen miles, and there are falls to be portaged around 
almost as fine as those of the Peribonca. The Shipshaw 
flows into the Saguenay nine miles above Chicoutimi. 
So natural a route is this from Lake Tschotagama to 
the Sagnenay, by way of the Shipshaw valley, that Mr, 
P. n. Dumais, who has explored it for the government, 
declares that by damming the Peribonca a little be- 
low the confluence of Tschotagama the waters of the 
river would run into this lake, which extends fen miles 
to the southeast. The river Blanche, which flows into 
it, would be considerably raised, and this last having 
no fall, and but a slight current throughout its en- 
tire length, the waters of the Peribonca would speed- 
ily rnsh through Bear Lake, in the valley of the Ship- 
shaw, which is wide and deep, and would follow its 
natural course nntil they were lost in the waters of 
the Saguenay, 

By ascending the river Aleck, which flows into the 
Peribonca twenty-nine miles from Lake St. John, the 
Little Peribonca may be reached, thirty-seven miles 
from its mouth, by a number of portages and by util- 
izing a portion of the river Piphani. In the river 
Aleck are to be found trout in abundance of about 
a foot in length; while Mr. R. R, McCormick, of 
Florida, and his son, Mr. "VV. McCormick, took them 
here, in the summer of 1S95, up to five iwundg in 
weight, and ouananiche up to seven and one -half 
pounds. Three falls have to be portaged around in 
this river, one of which is forty feet in height. Both 
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ouananiche and trout are found in the Little Peribonca. 
The trout run up to a pound and a half in weight. 
The ouananiche in its lower waters are not, generally 
speaking, either so plentiful or so large as those to bs 
found higher up the stream. Fifteen miles from its 
union with the Peribonca the river Aleck receives on 
its left side the waters of the RiviSre des Aiglea, a 
stream some forty feet wide, in which may be foand 
trout up to two pounds in weight. By ascending the 
river to Lac dea Aigles, trout of three to four pounds 
may be had. 

Then, again, these trips may be varied so that the,^ 
return will be by way of the river Aleck instead of i 
the departure. 

The Little Peribonca opens up the way to a number, 
of interesting round trips for canoes and campers, and 
to very choice fishing-grounds for both ouananiche and 
trout. It is a quarter of a mile wide at its mouth, 
where it joins the Grand Peribonca some two miles 
from Lake St, John, and for its lower thirty-four or 
thirty-five miles it is never less than two hundred feet 
in width. There are ten portages to be made in that 
distance, but all are short with one exception, which is 
about a mile and a quarter in length. None of the 
others are more than a quarter of a mile, and most 
of them are only a few hundred feet each. The port- 
ages are rendered necessary by the existence of falls in 
the river, most of which are exceedingly picturesque. 
This is particularly true of the chutu blanche, eleven 
miles up the stream. It is a handsome cataract, fifty 
feet high and shaped like a horseshoe. In the pools at 
the foot of these falls the ouananiche are generally in 
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great abundance, and may often be seen leajiing from 
ledge to ledge of the falla in their endeavor to ascend 
the river. They may also be found in a lake two 
(lays' journey np the stream. The last and longest of 
the ten portages already referred to is twenty- two 
miles up the nver, and above it there are three or four 
miles of comparatively smooth water. Then follow 
eight miles of frightfully strong current, up which the 
canoes must be poled to the discharge of the lake. 
This is a very pretty body of water, surrounded by 
high mountains, and is three miles long by one wide. 
Ouananiche are usually found in it at the upper end 
of its east side. Trout up to two and three pounds in 
weight are often taken at the foot of the various falla 
of the Little Peribonca, but they cannot be called 
plentiful, and in summer they must be sought in spring 
holes. A short jiortage may be made from the lake 
already described to Lake Epipham, and thence the 
return to Lake St, John may be made by way of the 
Epipham River, or a more extensive tour can be had 
by continuing through a number of lakes into the 
Riviere dos Aigles, and thence by way of the river 
Aleck into the Peribonca. Lake Epipham is three 
miles long, and its outlet of three-quarters of a mile 
in length runs south into Little Lake Epipham. Both 
lakes contain trout, and the river Epipham, leaving 
the little lake, empties, after a course of eighteen 
miles, into the Aleck six miles from its junctioa with 
the Peribonca. 

But by continuing east from Little Lake Epipham, in- 
stead of descending the river, four lakes may be crossed, 
of which the largest. Lake Long, is two miles in length, 
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witU a portage of about a third of a mile from one t 
the other. At the end of the third day from Lake 6 
John by this route Lac des Aiglea may be reached*' 
This lake is noted for its trout. la its cool, deep 
waters the namaycusb, or lake trout, have been taken 
up to thirty pounds in weight. \is fo7\iinalia are also 
large, and the fishing for them in its discbarge partitv] 
ularly good. Many of them weigh from three to fomtj 
pounds each. The outlet of the lake, known as th»^ 
Bivifire des Aigles, empties into the Aleck fifteen miles 
from its union with the Peribonca. The distance 
from Lac des Aigles to the mouth of the Peribonca 
can easily be covered in a day and a half, so tbat->J 
the entire round trip need not occupy more than six f 
days, even allowing for spending parts of two days in>J 
fishing. 

A very popular trip with American anglers is tbafcfl 
to Lac ^ Jim by way of the Ashuapmouchouan, p8"S 
turning by the Mistassini. That portion of the tooFfl 
involved in the ascent of the Ashuapmouchouan 1 
been described in the chapter dealing with the river,,! 
and the locality has been designated at which " the 1 
river where the moose feeds " is left for the portage \ 
route to Lac a Jim, which runs through a chain of 
small lakes and intervening country. Lac a Jim is 
reached on the second afternoon after leaving the 
Ashuapmouchouan. If the camp, at the end of the 
first day's journey, be pitched at the Lac aux Brochets, 
the angler may enjoy splendid trolling. The lake, 
which is irregular in shape and some mile and a half 
long, and very weedy, fairly teems with pike, one of 
which frequently seizes the spoon almost as soon as 
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it reaches the water. A portage across a hill and a 
tedious journey along six miles of a narrow river, little 
more than a creek overhung with bushes, conducts to 
another portage through a brul6 of about an hour, 
measured by the time that is required to get over it. 

Lac a Jim is a handsome body of water seven to 
eight miles long, wiiicli takes its name from the site, 
still visible, of the former camp of Jim liaphael, an 
old-time Indian hunter. Its waters teem with fish 
of various kinds. Its ouananiche are so large and 
dark that the Indians call them oucbachoumac, or 
salmon. Seldom, if ever, do tbey with readiness take 
the artiBcial fly in these waters. But the sport to 
be had by trolling is of a very high order. And it is 
not con&ned to ouananiche either, for large brook* 
trout, and larger lake-trout, as well as monster piko, 
frequent its waters. Dore are there too, and often 
seize the angler's troll. Lac A Jim empties into the 
Mistasaini bj- way of the Wassiemska River, a heavy, 
rough, violent stream, whose rapids will l>car com- 
parison witb those of the large main tributaries of 
lake St. John. The run down this river in bark 
canoe is a very exciting experience. The Mititastiini 
River is reached close to its tenth fall, and a few 
hours suffice to run the remaining rapids and portage 
the intervening falls until the cump at the Cincjui^me 
Chute is come to. Tbis attractive lair of the oiiana* 
niche has been described in the chapter on the Mintos- 
sini, together with the lower itrctchea of the river. 
The entire round trip can be comfortably tnado in 
nine or tea days. 
Interesting trips may abo be nuule by way of the 
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Ouiatchouaniche, the pretty stream that flows into 
Lake St. John close by the Roberval Hotel. The 
loiver portioa of its course is so exceedingly rapid 
that canoes have to be driven overland a feiv miles 
back, and somewhat higher up the stream very es- 
celient trout-fishing may be had. Catches of one 
hundred to one hundred and fiftj' small fish in a day 
have been reported from as near the hotel as eight or 
nine miles. By continuing the ascent of the river for 
two full days the habitat of much heavier fish may 
be reached. Here the fontinalis often run from two 
to three pounds each in weight, and here, in August, 
1895, Dr. Altshul, of New York, took in Hound Lake 
a large lot of speckled beauties weighing from one and 
a half to three pounds each, though he was absent from 
his hotel at Roberval but three days in all. Via the 
headwaters of this stream there are portage routes 
to the waters of the St. Maurice system. The upper 
waters of the St. Maurice drain a number of lakes, 
noted, together with their feeders, for the splendid 
trout which they contain, Tbis large rivor, which 
contains monster pike, maskinonge, and other fish, 
may be descended, with very few portages, to its 
junction with the St. Lawrence at Three Rivers. 

South of Lake St. John a very pretty ten to twelve 
days' trip may be had by ascending the Metabetchouan 
River to some thirty miles above Kiskisink, thence by 
way of Lac aux Ecorces into La Belle Riviore, which is 
descended to its mouth at Lake St. John. Both the 
river and the Lac de la Belle Riviere, ns well as lake 
and river aux Ecorces, contain large quantities of 
beautiful trout, that here attain to very iai'ge size. 
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The Messrs. McCormick, of Florida, spent nearly a 
month upon the river aux Ecorces in tho autumn of 
1895, and enjoyed splendid sport, taking trout there 
up to seven and a half [lounds each. In the fall of 
1894 I was shown a brook -trout weighing eight 
pounds, taken out of Lake Kenogami, in the same 
district. Mr. McCarthy, Mr. Dean, Mr, Curtis, and 
the late Dr. Lundy have all made wonderful catches 
of trout in La Belle Riviiire and the lake of the same 
name. 

The Talley of the Belle Eiviui-e is perhaps the fa- 
vorite feeding-ground of the caribou in the Lake St. 
John country. Numhers of these beautiful animals 
are killed here every year. 

There is no end to the number of canoe and camp- 
ing trips that can be made in every part of this 
Korthern country, so complete is its network of lakes 
and rivers. It has been shown in the preceding pages 
that almost the entire- distance from Lake St. John to 
James's Bay, via Lake Mistassini, may be covered by 
water, and that somewhat similar canoe triiw may he 
made from Lake St. John to the St. Lawrence— llrBtly, 
by way of the Grande Decharge and the Saguenay ; 
secondly, by ascending the Peribonca, and either 
reaching the Saguenay by way of the Shipfthaw or 
Des Aulnaies, or descending the Betsiamilz directly 
to the St. Lawrence ; and thirdly, by way of tho 
Oniatchouaniche and St. Maurice rivem. A still more 
direct watercourse exists by way of the Ouiatchouan 
and Batiscan and connecting waters between I^ks 
St. John and the St. Lawrence at Batiscan. From 
above the falls of the Ouiatchouan the river can be 
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ascended to Lake Eouchette, thence to Commiasios- 
ers' Lake, and through a chain of smaller lakes to 
Lac foarte, the headwaters of the river. A portage 
thence of only twenty acres leads to Lac Najouar 
louank, twelve miles long, which is the headwaters of 
the Bostonnais River. A few small lakes must now 
be traversed, and tlien a portage of twenty-eight acres 
brings the traveller over the height of land between 
Lake St. John and the St. Lawrence, and into a chain 
of small lakes that pour their surplus waters into 
Lake Edward. Thence there are two or three routes, 
all well known to the Indians, for reaching the Batis- 
can, portions of which stream must be portaged on 
account of its falls and exceedingly rapid water. 

UNLEA8ED PISniNG WATERS 

Inquiries have frequently reached me as to the 
rivers and lakes of the Province of Quebec in which 
the fishing privileges are still disposable. Through 
the courtesy of the Hon. E. J. Flynn, Commissioner 
of Crown Lands, I have been furnished with the fol- 
lowing carefully prepared list : 

In tliB County of Saguenny— Rivers ; Salmon, St. Paul, Nabitipl, 
Mecatinn (Litile), Jlecatioa (Oreat), EercnpoDJ. Nulagnmiou, Derby, 
Little NntoabqiinQ, Ooynlah (less aix miles of the tveat shore}. Nk- 
blsipi, WnAlieeshoo, Little and Great Romaine. Mlugan, St John. 
Magpie, Sheldrake (the nine last named to begin six miles froin 
the gulf shore), PIgoii, Trout, Moisic Enu Dorce. HoUic Kouge, 
Aloisic Nepeesis. Des Rapides aus Folna, Marguerite, BaiB de« 
Rocbers, Calumet, PentecOte, Aux Anglais, Am£dge tl U ChaMC, 
Manicouagan. Toiidnoostook, Outardc, Pnplnachois, Bertimis, 
Boucher, Lalibcrte, Ahuepi (part of), Culonihier. Blanche, Sanlt-au- 
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Cochon, Petit Escoumains, E^coumalos. PortDeuf (from Ibe rcnr 
line of the seiguiorj), Sault-au-Moutoti, river acd lakea Aux 
Cananis. Dea RocLers. 

In Cbicoutimi aod Lahe St. John countiea — Lakea in toWDBbipg 
St. Oermdii, Simard. Bourget ; Rivera : Vulin (cost and west and 
ceolral), Shipaliaw. Au Bnble, Lbc aux Brochela. Tikouaplc (up[)er 
part). Cliicoubicbe, Du Chef, A I'Ours, Dca Grandea, Oreilles. 
Boisvert. 

In Charlevoix— St. Anne, and lakes at the rear of the aelguiorj 
of Cote Buaupve. 

Id ChamplaiD, St. Maurice. SraskiuoDgc. Bertbler, and Joliette 
counties— Tlie lukea in Die tonnsbipa of Lejeune, Casgraiii. Bou- 
clier, Polette (tributaries of the Wcasooeau eicludcd) : RiviSre aux 
Ratf, lakes in Turcotte, Latuquc. Creek i Tom, A Bastlcn ; lakes 
In township of Latigelicr. river Vermilion, river Mattawin, Cuslor 
Noir, Aniikamak, A la Chienne. Des Aiglca, Am Senelles, Caousa- 
quota, Au Pneie or A I'Eitu Claire, rivtrs and Lake Ignoce. Si. 
Grggoire, C;pr^, Scrvaia, Obompaawin. 

In OitAwa, Montcalm, and Terrebonne — Upper Rouge River. Du 
Dtable aud lakes, Norih Nation River and lakes, east and west 
branch : lakes iu Montigny, Addington, and Loranger townahipa ; 
rivers Broclieta. Du Lifvrc ; lakea In Wells, Bowman, Wabaasee, 
Boutillier, Robinson. Campbell, Rochon, Boyer, Kiamika, Hivifre 
k rOurs and takes. Lake Cerf, river Gatineau ; Ukc4 in Ki-nsing- 
ton, Aumond, Sicotle, Egan, Lyllou, Baksalong ; Eagle River and 
lakes, river Desert and lukea, Hibou, Jean de Terre, Dca Seize, 
Lake Wapiiagameny and river, etc. 

Pontiac— Lakes In townships Clapham, Hiiddcrifleld, PoiiI«- 
fract, BrysoD River. Coullogne (upper part), with countlesa num- 
bera of lakes ; Black River and lakes, du Moinu and lakes. Keepewa, 
comprising Qve groups of very large Inkes ; Olter-lail River, lakes 
Beauciiene, etc. Besides these, all the lakes and rivcra of llio 
Upper Ottawa, Upper Gatineau, Upfter Lif vre. Upper St. Maurice, 
which are not at present easily reached. 
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The ouanasiche is not by anj means the only game 
fish in the ivatera in which it is found. In many of 
the Northern lakes from which it is taken, especially 
in Tschotagaraa, Jlanouan. and Lac A Jim. and in some 
few of the streams to which it resorts, trout also 
abound, both jiamaijcuah and fontinalis. Only in 
lakes, however, where the troUing is better than the fly- 
fishing, can both trout and ouananiche be successfully 
fished together. There are a few exceptions, as in the 
case of portions of the Little Peribonca, and I have 
taken a trout and a ouananiche upon the same cast in 
the Grande Dikibarge, each about three-quarters of a 
pound in weight. This is one of the very few cases 
ui>on record in which this has been done in this north 
country, and in many years' experience in the D6- 
cbarge I have only taken one other trout there. 
Sometimes the catch of two or three is reported 
here in the course of a season. In other yeai-s none 
at all are taken. This is the more remarkable from 
the large number and extent of the trout waters which 
are drained into Lake St. John from every point of 
the compass. 
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THE BROOK-TROUT 

No work purporting to give anything like a ft 
klea of tbe attractions to the angler of the Canadian 
environment of the ouananiche could lay any claim 
to completeness that did not designate at least a few 
of the many localities where the trout fisherman may 
enjoy a full measure of his favorite sport, Hoiv one's 
appetite for it is whetted by the reading of Mr. A. P, 
Low's notes* upon tbe three to seven pound fish tl 
rise to the fly above the Grand Falls of the Hamj 
ton River! Not even tbe far-famed Nepigon woali 
appear to compare with the distant Hamilton, for here 
Mr. Low found no small fish at all. But few, very 
few anglers can expend the time and labor neces 
to a journey into that far country. It is the old stoi 
of the distant scene and t!ie onward beckoning to 
ter tilings than the present in the great unkno' 
What angler would willingly be deprived of the cht 
of exjMctancy? 

Fish of all the varieties common to these Labi 
waters are exceedingly plentiful in the Uamili 
River, and in one catch of a small net above the G: 
Falls Mr, Low found no fewer than five different 
species — namely, Cyprinvs ^orstenanus (red sucking 
carp), Coreyonua clupeiformia (common whitefisUj 
Stdvelinus namaycuah (great lake-trout), Salveli 
fontinalia (brook -trout), £«ox lucius (pike). It 
already been mentioned that ouananiche are foi 

* See tlic chapter upon "The Oeograptilcitl DUtritmtioo of 








< : 



i 

4 



OTHER FISH AND GAME 245 

above the Great Falls, and salmon and seartrout run 
up the lower part of the stream. 

There are immense specimens of Salveh'nus in the 
lower stretches of many of the Labrador streams that 
empty into the Gulf and Lower St, Lawrence, and 
Insty warriors they are too, as many old salmon 
fishermen can testify. Thus the famous nonagena- 
rian angler and author, Samuel C. Clarke, is quoted 
by Charles Hallock, in Forest and Stream of February 
22, 1896, as follows: 

"Bver Binco I ipent adayoo tbe Nouvclle River, io Canadn, and 
made tbe best Btritif; of big trout tbat I ever killed, 1 have belieTed 
tijftt the aea-trouL {Salmo Canadenidf), from Its Balmou-like traits 
and behavior, ebould have a name of its own, wbuiever tbe pro- 
f essoiB may sa; . " 

These fish go down to the sea in great shoals, and, 
after seeing and fattening upon the wonders of tbe 
deep, reascend to fresh water, to spawn, most gor- 
geous in their freshly burnished liveries of silver and 
olive and purple and crimson and gold. Many are 
the disputes among tbe anglers who take tUem upon 
their salmon tackle, or with grilse rods, as to the 
identity of their species. Strange stories are told me 
of the appearance of specimens that I have never seen, 
but that are reported to differ ivomfoutinaUa in more 
than the immaterial matter of coloring. But for this 
— and sometimes even in spite of it — I am tempted 
to doubt the existence of any distinction hut that of 
anadromy, between these gorgeous seartrout of the 
estuaries of rivers flowing into the gulf and the 
brook-trout of our inland waters. In other words, 
are they not to these latter what the sea-salmon is to 
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the ouananiche — a fresli-ivater species that has s 
quired the sea-going habit ! 

Of many fruitful trout waters north of Lake St. 
John, more frequently in the lakes and smaller streams 
with which the country is interlaced than in the large 
northern feeders of the great lake where the ouana- 
niche abound, something has been said already in 
the chapter devoted to a description of a number of 
round trips by canoe and portage routes. More are 
being discovered every year. Reference has also been 
made to the capital fly-fishing to be had a few miles 
east of Roberval in the Ouiatchouaniche. In the lower 
Ouiatchouan, handsome speckled trout are very often I 
secured in the dark pool immediately below the great I 
falls, less than a mile distant from the famous spring 
pool for ouananiche at the mouth of the river. Lac 
de la Belle Riviere, south of Lake St. John, and within 
easy distance of the railway, affords perhaps the finest 
trout-fishing of any unleased water in this section of 
the country. The catch of two anglers here, in 1893, 
in the space of four hours amounted to two hundred 
and twenty-five trout, of which eleven weighed three 
and a half to four and a half pounds each, and the bal- 
ance from three-quarters of a pound to two and a half 
pounds eacli. I knoiv of very few other unleased 
trout waters in this section of country where this 
fishing can be equalled, but it can be repeated in any 
number of lakes and rivers leased to clubs and private 
individuals, between Quebec and Lake St. John, either 
on the preserves of the Montmorency Fish and Game 
Club, the Tourilli, the Triton, the Metabetchouan, the 
Penn, the Xomantum^the Araabalish, the Ouiatchouan, 
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or on those of a number of other clubs. Most of these 
clubs control all the fishing and hunting in some three 
to four hundred square miles of territory, and the pre- 
serves of some of them will become all the more 
valuable from the fact that ihey border upon the ter- 
ritory only recently set apart by the provincial Legis- 
lature as a national park. The membership of most 
of them ia principally drawn from the ranks of New 
York, Boston, Springfield, Washington, Bridgeport, 
New Ilaven, Hartford, and AVaterbury anglers, and 
pretty much all of tliem are full, with the exception 
of the Triton, which is of only recent establishment. 

The limits of this club's preserve enclose five hundred 
sqnaremilesof territory. In 1S92 Colonel A. L. Light, 
C.E., president of the club, killed fourteen trout in 
one hour, weighing forty-five pounds. That tliese were 
not exceptionally heavy fish for Canada's north coun- 
try is shown by the following extract from Mr. A. N. 
Cheney's "Angling Notes," in Forest and Strea?ti of 
March 17, 1894: 

" la Fhreit and Stream of Pebninry 24th I quoted from a letter 
wrltteo to me from Quebec bj an English genllcmAn travelling in 
tfala country aa follotrs : ' I thoiiglit our Kentish Stour Iroiil, which 
run up to eight and a half ami nine pounils, were large, but those 
Iiere scak ten pouD<]8.' Ho did not saj w!ia.t kind u( trout they 
were, hut I assumed tliat they were our/on(ina/i», andif ao I thought 
ten pounds rather large even for Canada at carnival lime : therefore 
I wrote to my friend Mr. E. T. D. Chambers, of Qnebee, to ask 
about the speciea and the weight, and whether It was carnival weight 
or old-tnshioncd avoirdupois. Mr. Chambers writes roe : ' Your Inst 
letter Intereatcd me very much, partkularly as I happened to have 
seen and know alt about the big troiil therein referred to. They 
were monsters, nodoubl. andnll/did'n/i^Mat tliat. But they played 
the same trick upon the visual conlemplntion of Mr. H Unit 
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really good flsU always do wilh the weiglils-anJ- 
nient of even the best-balaaced miad of tlie enthusiiistic angler. The 
lieaviest one of the lot weighed within a trifle of eigbt pounds. But 
everything looked large up here iu carnival week, and at tinica even 
the InhBbitanta felt big over the Buccessot the carnival and the gen- 
eral good time. Sorry you were not here, and sorry that I did not 
meet your friend, though naturally pleased that I should have been the 
meaaa, through sending you the carnival progmmme, of bringing 
Iiim up here. But to return to our trout. They were caught in 
Jauunry in the waters of the Baliscan that are comprised within the 
limits of the Triton Fish and Gume Club. Of course, they were 
taken upon lines set through holes in the ic«, and by special per- 
misalonof the Crown Lands Department, seeing that Bsbing through 
the ice is now prohibited here. I suppose that from three to four 
dozen were brought to town, weighing from over two to between 
seven and eight pounds. I saw them all. Part were displayed at 
the Garrison Club and part at the Chateau Frootenac during car- 
nival week, and one I dissected at table. To l>e exact, I have In- 
quired of SeatOD. superintendent of the club, who brought the Qsh 
to town, what the heaviest one weighed, and he frankly admits thai 
it was barely eight pounds. But be believes, and so do I, that the 
ten-pound trout are there wiiere the eight-pounders nune from, and 
tbe seven -pounders in plenty. And seven or eight of the heavy 
hooks, such as held the seven and eight pound trout, were broken 
through by tbe 'biguns' that escaped. Shall we go up there together 
thisjear and try toQod them ? These flsh, particularly when frozen, 
do look, if ever flsh did, as if there was something wrong with the 
scales that weighed them. So symmetrical, and yet so plump and 
finely conditioned 1 And despite their freezing their livery of crim- 
son and flne gold is wonderfully lustrous, and they must, during 
life, have fared sumptuously every day. The unfortunate that I 
subsequently carved looked a sis-pound flsh. So I guessed before 
weighing hira, but he turned the scale at five. Otliera had similar 
experiences, so Mr. H 'a wns not a solitary one.' " 

That the eight-pound fish above referred to are not j 
the largest that have been taken out of this tract is I 
showii by the following extract from a letter writtea | 
me in August, 1S95, by Dr. Eobert M. Lawrence, of j 
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"Washington, D. C, and Lexington, Mass., upon his re- 
turn from a fishing excursion with Dean Ivohbins, of 
Albany, N. Y., and party: "In Lake Batiscan the 
dean caught by trolling an eight-and-one-quarter- pound 
trout, and one of the party another of eight and one-half 
pounds. The latter was twenty-six inches long and sev- 
enteen in girth. Besides these, twelve trout were caught 
whose aggregate weight was seventy-two pounds." 

It is the intention of the management of this cltib to 
plant ouananiche in some of its waters, and there are 
series of heavy rapids and deep lakes in which they 
ought to thrive splendidly. 

One of the largest bodies of unleased trout water in 
this section of the country is Lac des Grandes tiee, of 
recent years known as Lake Edward. It is a marvel- 
lously beautiful lake, some twenty miles long, whose 
praises have been rapturously sung by Kit Clarke, W. 
II. H. Murray, and others. Down in the depths of its 
clear crystal waters, so deep down that they seldom 
rise to the surface to take the fly, love to linger soino 
of the largest and most brilliantly colored trout of 
these high latitudes. In the spring of the your they are 
often taken, up to five and six pounds each in wnight, 
with live minnows. The fishing la here at its best 
from the time that the ice leaves the lake, early in Mav, 
up to the middle of June. Goo<l fly-ijaliing may bo 
had by ascending the Riviere aux llata, a Wfrsterly 
feeder of the lake. Boats, guides, and hoti-l aocom^ 
modation can be bad at the railway station— one Imn. 
dred and thirteen miles from Quebec— which ia laiill 
upon the very border of the lake. The big red-l>ollicHl 
trout of Lake Edward descend the River Juaniiotte, 
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the outlet of the lake, to their spawning-beds daring 
the month of August. This river is leased to a club 
that has a month or six weeks of splendid fly-fishing 
on the preserve in the autumn of every year. I hare 
enjoyed the fishing here for a couple of seasons, and 
may be excused for repeating the report of a novd. 
experience on the river that I wrote for the Christmas 
(1893) number of Shooting and Fishing: 

"In a fiivorite pool of the Jeaonotte, where because ot conven- 
iencc, oawtU as to :ivoid disturbing ilie water, the Aslitngjs usually 
done from a rocky shore. 1 ooce had an experience that called to 
mind eomc capital liucs of the late Jolin Bojic O'lteiUy, and would 
seem to indicate that our flnuy friends are by no meana proof 
against some of (lie gallantries of Ilie liuman kind. It was in the 
middle of September, and I had hooked what subsequently proved 
to be a very handsome female fish — iu condition, the very pink of 
perfection. As my rod was light, less than five ounces in weight, 
and Ihe flab tmth heavy and strong. I had ratlier liioroughly ex- 
hausted my trout Iwfore attempting to bring it to net. To provide 
against the success of a possible final plunge, I had gradually con- 
ducted my quarry ioU) n nan'ow opening running some dialasoo 
between two low ledges of rock, upon one of which stood my 
guide, net io hand, ready for tho closing scene of the struggle, 
Then for the first time it was seen that there were two trout instead 
of one in the little creek or hay into which I had towed my flsh. 
But only one was fast to my line. With a dexterous sweep of tb« 
net the guide secured, not in the first instance the fish that had 
taken the fiy, but a handsome red-t^ellied male, whose determined 
accompaniment of the securely hooked female into shallow water 
liad rendered him apparently oblivious of ttie danger Into which h« 
was running. And as I rcfiected upon how much like 
fishes are. I found myself repeating : 
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The incident was calculated, too, to call to mind the 
innumerable references made by Oppian to the loves 
of the fishes in his HalU'uticit, the reading of which 
humiliates, as it reminds us how many details of nat- 
ural history were familiar to scientists sixteen and a 
half centuries ago that the busy world of to-day has 
no time to investigate. 

The Riviere aiix Eats, to which reference has al- 
ready been made, is for some distance above its 
mouth a narrow, deep, sluggish stream winding be- 
tween low banks of swampy land. A mile or two 
from Lake Edward, however, its rapids commence, 
and exceedingly wild and picturesque they are, the 
first and second of them being quite precipitous in 
their descent. In and above them are pools affording 
the best of fly-fishing, the trout inhabiting them be- 
ing, strangely enough, quite different in their coloring 
from those of Lake Edward and the Jeannotte. Ex- 
cept in the very early springor in the mouth of Septem- 
ber, the flies are a great nuisance up Rat River, and a 
good supply of a powerful repellent is necessary to 
any degree of comfort there. Some of the lakes 
drained by Rat River, from half a day to a day's 
journey up the stream, contain large trout, but I have 
always found more success upon the river itself in 
fly-fishing. Mr. Archibald Stuart, of Fedden House, 
Braco, Perthshire, Scotland, had good sport above its 
rapids while fishing with me there in June, 1894. 
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Nowhere, probably, witliin easy distance of civili- 
zation, is there such magnificent trout fishing to be 
had 83 is offered in the Grand Lake Jacques Cartier 
and in the upper half of the splendid stream that con- 
veys its surplus water to the St. Lawrence, John 
Burroughs has made memorable the fishing in these 
waters in his Locusts and Wild Uoiiey. From the 
chapter on " The Halcyon in Cauada " I extract a 
charming description of the killing of a big trout by 
its author's fishing companion. Mr. Burroughs says; 

"In the meantime I skipped about from boulder lo boulder 
OS the flflh wnrkcd this wny or tlmt about the pool, peering into 
tlie wnter to catcli a glimpse of him, for he bad begun lo yield a 
little to the Btendy airaiu tUat was kept upoa him. Presentlj I Bxir 
a Bhadowy, unsubstnolial something just emerge from the block 
depths, then vanish. Thou I onir it again, and this time the huge 
proportions of the flsh vrere fuiulij outlined by the white fnelngs of 
his Bos. The sketch lasted but a twinkling ; it was only a flitting 
shadow upon a darker background, but it gave me the profoUDdest 
Ike Walton thrill I ever CKpcnenced. I had been a Saher from 
my earliest hoyliood. 1 came from a race of fishers; trout streams 
purgled about the family tree, and there was a long accumulated 
and transmitted tendency and desire ia me that that sight gratified. 
1 did not wish the pole in my hands ; there whs quite enough elec- 
tricity overflowing from it and filling the air tor me. The flsb 
yielded more and more to the relentless pole, till. In about Gfteeo 
minutes from the time lie was struck, he came to the surface, then 
made a little whirlpool where he disappeared again. But presently 
he was up a second time, and lashing the water Inio foam as the 
angler led him towards the rock upon which I was perched, net in 
hand. As I reached towards him, down he went again, and taking 
another circle of the pool, came up still more exhausted, when, be- 
tween bis paroiysms, I carefully ran the net over him, and lifted 
him ashore, amid, it is needleaa to say. the wildest enthuslaam of 
the spectators. The congratulatory laugliter of the loons down on 
the lake showed how even the outsiders sympathized. Much larger 
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trout bave been taken in tbese waters and in otheTs, but tliis Sih 
would bsve swallowed aujr Uiree we bad ever before caught. 

"'Wliat does be weigb?' wag the natural inquiry of each; and 
WH took turoa 'bcftiug' lilm. But gravity was lees potent to lu 
just tben tban usual, and the Bah seemed satonisbiDglj light. 

" 'Four poundBp' we said; but Joe said more. So we improvised 
H scale ; a long strip of board was balunceii across a stick, and our 
groceries served as weights. A four- pound package of sugar kicked 
Ibe beam quickly ; a pound of coffee was addtd : slill it went up ; 
tlien a pound of lea, and still the fish had a little the best of it. 
But we called it six pounds, not to drive too sharp a bargain witU 
fortune, and were more iban solisfled. Such a beautiful creature I 
marked in every respect like a trout of six inches. We feasted our 
eyesuponbim for balf anbour. We stretched bim upon tbe ground 
and admired bim ; we laid blm across a log. and withdrew a few 
paces, oud admired him ; we hung him against the shanty aud 
turned our heads from side to side, as women do wbcn they are se- 
lecting dress-goods, the belter to lake iu the full force of the effect." 

It is still possible to reacli Lake Jacques Cartier by 
tbe seventy-mile drive from Quebec, through Stone- 
ham, described in the deliciously fragvant little book 
from which I have just quoted. But i>ortions of the 
road are rather rough, for since the construction of tbe 
railway to Lake St. John this colonization road, which 
^as built for the purpose of affording its inhabitants 
an outlet to civilization, has become practically aban- 
doned, and is only used by sportsmen. It crosses sev- 
eral rivers, and touches upon a number of lakes, beHveen 
Stoneham and Lake Jacques Cartier, all possessing 
splendid attractions for anglers. Prominent among 
the lakes are Noel's, Traverse, Lac a Regis, Lac a 
I'Epaule, Lac des Roches, and Lac Sept Isles, Pot- 
hunters have done great injury to some of the lakes most 
easily reached by the colonization road. For many 
yeai-s past these people have been in the habit of visit- 



L 



I 



354 OTIIKK FISH ASD GAME 

ing them in winter by the dozen, and fishing throogF 
the ice, driving back to market with as heavy loads ' 
of trout as their horses could draw. Now all this has 
been stopped. Fishing through the ice for trout has < 
been entirely prohibited in Canada, and fishing of any ' 
kind in the Lake Jacques Cartier country can only be 
indulged in by holders of government permits, which 
must be obtained from the superintendent of the Lau- 
rentides National Park, at the Parliament House, Que- 
bec, from whom they can be had npon payment of a 
small license fee. Neither Lake Jacques Cartier nor , 
any of the neighboring waters will ever be leased for 
anghng purposes, for tbey are enclosed within the ter- 
ritory of the newly established Laurentides National 
Park, already referred to in the chapter entitled " In | 
Camp and Canoe." 

For the maintenance of a proper water-supply the I 
situation of the park has been admirably chosen. It J 
contains within its boundaries the main water-shed be- I 
tween the valleys of the Saguenay and the St. Law- | 
rence, and the various heights of land that give rise to \ 
the Metabetohouan and La Belle Eiviere, flowing into j 
Lake St. John ; the Pikauba, which empties into Lake 
Kenogami; the Chicoutimi, A Mars, and Ha Ha riv- 
ers, leading tributaries of the Saguenay ; and the Mal- 
baie, la yrandc riviere of St. Ann de Beaupre, the [ 
Montmoronci, the Jacques Cartier, the St. Anne (de la i 
Perade), and the southeast branch of the Batiscan, all \ 
important feeders of the St. Lawrence. Almost all of -i 
these rivers and the lakes that they drain swarm with j 
the largest and choicest of trout, both fontinaiis and I 
namaycish. These latter are often erroneously called ' 
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salmon and ouananiche by some of the settlers on the 
Jacques Cartier liiver in Tewkesbury. There is no 
reason to doubt that in the larger lakes of the park 
they may attain to the same size that they reach in 
other waters in this province, where they have been 
taken up to thirty and even forty pounds in weight. 
Mr. Lefebvre, of the Crown Lands Department, re- 
ports taking the true red trout {Salmo fonicnalia) up 
to eight and three-quarter pounds in the grand lake 
Jacques Cartier, and no doubt ten and twelve pound 
fish of the same species are also to be had tliere. 

It will be matter for no surprise if the newly dis- 
covered Salmo aalv'-linus Marstonli, the most beauti- 
ful of all Americjin or Canadian trouts, should be 
found to be a resident of some of the waters of this 
park. So far, it is known to exist in the vicinity of 
Terapleton, Ottawa district, as well as in some of the 
lakes of the Lake St. John district, and in waters in 
the vicinity of Kimouski. If it does not already exist 
in any of the lakes or rivers of the Laurentides Park, 
it can be introduced into them without any difficulty. 

The ouananiciie does not as yet inhabit any of them, 
but, like the Marntimii trout, its introduction would 
be quite an easy task. Its presence there would add 
enormously to the attractions of the park for anglers. 
Portions of the Jacques Cartier River and of other 
streams in the park are admirably adapted for a hab- 
itat of ihe petit satimon of Lake St. John. 

Lake Jacques Cartier may be reached by an entii-e- 
ly different route from tliat described and followed by 
John Burroughs. A drive of thirty miles from Quebec 
in a different direction— for its latter half— from that 
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which leads to the colonization road brings the angler 
to Bayard's, and three days' paddling and poling and 
portaging thence up the Jacques Cartier River ena- 
ble him to cover the distance intervening between 
Bayard's and the big lake. The southern limit of the 
National Park is crossed a mile or two above Bay- 
ard's, which is simply one of the last farm-houses seea 
before civilization is left behind. Ilere, upon presenta- 
tion of tlie government permit, obtained in Quebec, 
to tbe guardian on duty, guides, canoes, and supplies 
can be obtained. Upon this route it is not necessary 
to ascend to the big lake in order to have good aport. 
Twelve miles above Bayard's is the Sautoriski River. 
At various points along this highly picturesque stream, 
and particularly in a favored pool three miles from its 
mouth, lui'k beautiful fish from half a ^Kinnd to three 
pounds and a half each in weight, and doughty war- 
riors they are, too. Mr. Joseph E. Vincent, to wbonti 
I am indebted for the photographic views of tW 
Jacques Cartier employed in some of the accom- 
panying illustrations, has frequently killed half a 
hundred fine fish here in a morning's or an evening's 
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The rapids of the Jacques Cartier are magnificently 
wild, particularly those of VEau Frappante, le liemoita 
Rond^, l<!8 Eapidea du BouUau, the Sautoriski rapids, 
and those of the Grand Portage. In a pretty pool 
between the Sautoriski rapids and the Little Portage, 
in one of the last days of September, 1S95, 1 took over 
three dozen trout in less than an hour, and my guides, 
Joe Isabel and Jacques Filion, were kept pretty busy 
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The scenerj of the Jacques Cartier is of the most 
picturesque description, and there is beauty enough in 
the mountains which hem it in to recall the grandeur 
of the Saguenay. Among the products of its waters, of 
the value of which nothing seems to be known, is the 
fresh-water, pearl-bearing mussel, which I have found 
here and elsewhere in the park in unusually large 
quantities. It is a lamellibranchiate moUusk, known 
by the generic name of UnionidtB or JVaiadm, exactly 
similar to those which have produced so many really 
valuable pearls in other parts of the province. 

Of the handsome colors and markings of the/onti- 
nalia of Canadian waters it is unnecessary to speak to 
those who have seen them. In theii" wild and hilly 
Qorthland home these tish are never found infested 
with parasites or lice, such as those described by Wal- 
ton in s)>eaking of the inmates of sluggish English 
streams, unless it be in some occasional swampy lake 
or creek. The ti-out parasites of portions of the United 
States are virtually unknown in Canada. The rapid 
waters of the Quebec and Labrador streams, and the 
pebbly bottom of most of the lake and river beds, 
make of their alxxie a perfect lish sanitarium. The 
comparative freedom from molestation of these trout, 
and the practically unlimited extent of the waters 
which they roam, have caused them to so increase and 
multiply and replenish the waters that in no other 
part of the world, perhaps, are they found in such 
abundance. The immense breadth and depth of the 
lakes and rivers that they inhabit, and their enormous 
food supply in the shape of minnows and the young 
of chub and other white fish, enable them to attain to 
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an immense size. And the exceedingly \ov,- tempera-' 
tare of the water in tiiese high latitudes induces them 
to remain longer during the season near the surface 
on the lookout for insect life, and thus insure a more 
prolonged period of fly-fishing than can be had in 
more southern waters. These are some of the attrac- 
tions that the Canadian brook-trout has for Americ 
anglers. The late Dr. Lundy as long 
wrote that "old Adirondack anglers now go to Can- 
ada for the better fishing of its preserved streams"; 
and as late as January, 1S95, no less patriotic an 
American and noted authority upon matters pisca- 
torial than Mr. A. N. Cheney wrote in Forest a 
Stream: "A few days ago I lunched at a club 
Albany, and afterwards talked fish and fishing wit^j 
friends over our cigars, and I was surprised to hear u 
gentleman whose interests are largely in the Adiron- 
dacks say that the fishing in the North "Woods was 
good enough for those who liked that kind of fishings 
but now, when he went for the very best of fishing, 
he went to Caniida." In view of such unimpeachable 
American testimony. I may well be acquitted of 
undue preference in the course of the present work for 
the trout and ouananicbe fishing of northern Canada- 
It often occurs to me while feasting ray eyes u] 
the glories of a freshly liiUed/ontiTialis that few of 
whether Canadian or American anglers, appreciate 
its full value the splendor of this incomparable Noi 
American fish, " than which," very aptly remarks Mr. 
Kit Clarke, " God never created a more beautiful ob- 
ject." I was strikingly reminded of this while read- 
ing in Blackwood'' 8 MagasinetoT August, 1S93, an arti'., 
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cle by C, Stein upon "Fontinalis in Scotland." The 
fish described by Mr. Stein ivere from ova obtained 
from Seth Green in 1879, and were transferred, after 
hatching, to a series of tame, %vhich have no connec- 
tion witli the sea, and on the south of the island of 
Mull, The average weight of the fish was said to be 
from one-half pound to a pound, though several were 
two and three pounds each, and one of seven pounds 
weight had been taken. And of their appearance tlie 
author says : " But the greatest delight to the angler 
is the extreme beauty of the fish when they first come 
out of tlie water. Never have wo seen such gorgeous 
and brilliant coloring in any finny creature, except 
jierhaps in some of the quaint tropical varieties from 
the Caribbean Sea, which are shown to the traveller 
by negro fishermen in Jamaica. No purely British 
fish can boast tlie hues which deck the Jvntinalia.^' 

After this just and glowing tribute to the handsome 
livery of the American brook -trout I was scarcely 
prepared for the following attack upon his game qual- 
ities : " He seldom rises to the surface to suck down 
the artificial lure, though he rises to feed on the nat- 
ural fly like other fish. No. However temptingly 
and deftly the cast may be made over him, he gener- 
ally waits till the fly sinks below water before he de- 
cides to open his mouth, and then he does so quietly 
and without any fuss, so much so, in fact, that in many 
instances the angler does not know that he has at- 
tracted a fish's attention until he is withdrawing his 
line for another cast." How are the mighty fallen 
if the above extract speaks truly of the deterioration 
oi funtinalia in the land of the heather I Every Amer- 



ican aoJ Canadian angler knows tliat there are times 
when one is nut aware that he has attracted the atten- 
tion of a brook-trout until he is withdrawing his line 
for another ciist. But this is no proof of the absence 
of game qualities on the part of the fish. Nor does 
it arise from the fact t\\aXfo}Ui7iali8 had been for some 
time previously engaged in quietly sucking down the 
fly. No. He is no poltroon of a sucker, but a game- 
ster from start to finish. From his lair beneath some 
lily -pad or under the shadow of an overhanging tree 
or rock, often within the margin of heavy rapids 
where the floods clap their hands in frolicsome glee, 
the leopard of the brook has had his attention at- 
tracted by some peculiar motion of a somewhat re- 
markable fly at or near the surface of the water, which 
at the moment that it makes a dart, as if to esca|>e 
alike from bis observation and his reach, is seized by 
him with a rush that for velocity excels the motion of 
the cast as it is withdrawn from the water, and if es- 
sential to success is not infrequently terminated by a 
leap into mid-air and on to the apparently vanishing 
hook. "Whatever ho may do in taking bait, the brook- 
trout iu his native home can never be accused of suck- 
ing down the artificial fly in the manner described by 
Mr. Stein. To the dry fly-fisherman and to many an- 
other angler too is the picture a most familiar one, so 
admirably portrayed in water-colors and upon canvas 
by Mr. KillMUrne and Mr. Brackett, of a shapely and 
brilliant crescent of olive and silver and crimson tmd 
gold, carrying with it the lure picked from the sur- 
face of the water or leaping upon it with open mouth 
in its descent, and in either case stimulating a corn 
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sponding throb in the cardiac region of the angler's 
anatomj', followed immediately by the singing of the 
reel and by tightest tension upon lancewood or split 
bamlwo. Of constant occurrence too, even when the 
tly is talien beneath the surface of the water, is the 
splash that tells of the daring and voracity and lusty 
warlilie qualities of Korth America's favorite cbar, 
and that often reveals at the outset of the battle both 
the form and the size of the fisherman's gallant foe- 
man. Whatever he may do under changed condi- 
tions, transferred to foreign waters, at home he is a 
valiant foe, a stand-up fighter, as it were, who takes 
no surface lure by stealth, not even from below, but 
flings himself boldly into the contest, generally ex- 
poses himself to full view quite early in the fight, and 
never yields an inch of ground, or water, or line, 
until compelled by sheer exhaustion, nor is finally 
conquered until he has exhausted the thousand and 
one devices of his pluclcy persistence, bold, brave bat- 
tling, and finny Jinr'sse. This is yimtirialia rs I know 
him and esteem him, and as thousands of Canadian 
and American anglers know and esteem him, too! I 
have taken him under different circumstances, it is 
true; when flies would not entice him to the warm 
surface of the water and he bad to be sought with 
bait in deep, cool holes. Upon other occasions I have 
sought him, like many another, when he was not to be 
found, though known to Ikj lurking in the very vicinity. 

"I flslied nil ciny and caiigbt— n cold. 
And just at oight 1 liad a bite — cold bam and aucli. 
'Ttcas not fur Daugiit I Ilsliing nenl, 
1 bnoked at lenst nn appetite." 
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And, as if for compensation, there are times and' 
places when the brook-trout come to tbe angler's lures, 
and sometimes to his net, at the rale of tvro and even 
three at a single east. Many are the instances within 
my personal knowledge where a trout has been played 
and lost and has returned almost immediately to the 
same gay deceit. Often has the last state of such fish 
been worse than his first, and a recently lost hook and 
broken leader been found in the mouth of a freshly- 
killed specimen. Fishing not long ago with a friend^, 
one on either side of a narrow stream, we were fast 
fish within a few seconds of each other. It was not 
very long before it became patent that we had both 
hooked the same trout. It proved, when taken out 
of the water, to be a fine female fish of about half a. 
pound in weight. The flies it had taken had been a 
Professor and a Broun Hackle. The question might 
have occurred, in the general counting-up of our fish, 
whose should she be^ for we both had her to fight 
but my friend let out line enough for me to lead. 
the fish upon a gently sloping shoal, and we divid( 
its well-fried flakes at our breakfast a balf-hi 
later. 

Of the flies employed in northern Canada, the most 
taking of all for brook- trout is undoubtedly the Par- 
machenee Belle. Afterwards, in the order named, I 
prefer the Professor, Queen of the Water, Jock Scott,. 
Silver Doctor, Brown Hackle, Coch-y-bondhu, Beaven- 
kill, Montreal, Green Drake, and Coachman. The list' 
of useful trout flies can of course be indefinitely in- 
creased, but a collection that will include specimetia-. 
of most of those named above will be found quite sof- 
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ficient for the angler's purposes upon Canadian trout 
waters. 

As the size of artificial flies is a much - discussed 
question among anglers, the following remarks on the 
subject by the late Dr. Lundy, in The Saranac EjAUs, 
will doubtless prove interesting: 

"On a dark day, acid la turbid water, I bold, with Charles 
Kingslef , thai late lamented prince of anglers and good fellOTi, 
that large fliea are the beat. The larger the fl/, the larger the flsb. 
When you see a small trout, hardly six iochea long, jump far out 
of water at a great dragon • fly or damiog • needle, or catch one ot 
the same al^e will) three young mice in his stomach, or have a rush 
made, In a turbulent pool below a waterfall, nt boas Sies, It ts use- 
less to talk about gnats and other small Sies. besides, n small book 
will not hold a large, strong fish ; and the mouth of a small li 
large enough to take In a salmon fly itaclf. In still, clear wat«r 
small, dark flics liaro the ailvaotago of not splashing and scaring 
the flsh. But In rapids, or any troubled water, large flies are the 
most easily seen and taken." 

My omi experience in fishing for ouananiche coin- 
cides with that given above, so far as the size of Hies 
is concerned, particularly in the spring and autumn 
months. At such times, and in heavy water, I have 
always been most successful with large flies. In July 
and August, on the other hand, the fresh- water salmon, 
especially in the pools below the various rapids of the 
Grande Decharge, prefer a much smaller fly. My 
experience of trout has been that they differ in their 
habits in different lalies and rivers where all other 
conditions seem alike. 

I cannot quite agree with Mr. Lundy that "a small 
hook will not hold a large, strong fish," for I know of 
an eight- pound oiiananicho having been brought to 










■ nealtkfc 



; of TOT brge trout on 
t; gaaaEdr. of ooone, &fter a pro- 
the fnt of tke ngler, at lent— a 

AH tnwtt lihtiwf taow^, to Ibeir Borrow, that there 
an tinn whea the fidi rin faiiAlj', but "not ia ear- 
neit,** aad n this eoaaeetiaa I will quote a fxmple of 
e xt rae U from an artide im 71* Natitmal Review^ un- 
der the capckn ** Do Fsh Sbow Tcsnper V in which 
there is aor amoont of food for reflecti<Hi. The writer 
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Eays: 

" A fisb toquisiilTc or id temper U unJcmbtedlj u 
tiret rifbt : bat tbe absanlilj ksEriis on icflectinn. 
whMW wsf* we have iiitim»ie knowledge rered the emotiona wbicta 
the SsbeTmno denies to Osb. Foi example, diildren. lamba, joung 
ti|;ert, jouDg lions, jouog mookej'B. kittens, and pupp; dogs null 
al tbingi which attract their ejes. sod that without thought of eftt- 
Ing them ; and if they are thwarted or injured in the contact they 
are apt to nuh at them again in irritation. If. then, we lake it for ' 
Knnled that flab are incapable of curioeitj and irritalion, we am 
nMiiraing tliRt the miods of fish are fitndamenlall; different from 
lliose of all living creatures with whose natures we ore familiar. 
Ttiat, wiien one ibioki of it, would be nil assumption bo great aa to 
I>a Impossible of acceptance until it bnd been justified bj the clmr- 
e»t rcMonlnif. No reasoning whatsoever can be offered Jn its ft 
and sonic can be offered against it. We have uo aulhoritj' for b 
llevlng tbnt the mental characteriecics of fish are dilleretit from thm 
of iiulmala generally. We are used lo lielieving this ; but the u 
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Eg uniutdligent. It probnbly «prings from the Hparetlon n( gympa- 
tliiea which cornea frotn our lirlng in un ' elemcDt ' oilier than that 
of the Balmon Htiii tlic trout. If we were amphibious, we Bliould 
have a clearer insiglil Into their ways, and perhaps flod that both 
fun and indignatiim lurk, at times. UDfler tlte Mituniliie aspect of 
[heir visages. . . , Manj an exasperating hour have all of ua spent 
with flah who give our flies a frequent poke, or a frequent nibble at 
the tails of Ihem, nod escape 'untouched.' Hany a time. also, have 
we found them rising at tlie fly. not with tlielr mouths, but with 
tlieir tails, seeking to flick Ihem under the surface and to ' drowu' 
them, lo all appearance, in the fplrit in which a cat plays with a 
mnuse. The nnnlogy between (i^L and other creatures in the mat- 
ter of curiosity and gambolling goes even furllicr. It may have 
been observed that it was the young of tigers, and caU, and dogs, 
and other creatures, that we apoke of as given to playing with 
things that attract tlicjr eyes; not tlie elderly animals so much. 
Well, flsh are in exactly the same case." 

From across the Atlantic there comes a wail which 
enlists our s^'mpathy, caused by the failure of our 
English friends to acclimate the American brook- 
trout. Speaking of the success attained with other 
varieties of American salmonid^e by the National 
Fish Culture Association of England, W. Oldham 
Chambers, in a paper published in the Journal of 
that association, says : 

" It la with reluctance Ibat we omit from Ibis list the Ainerlcaa 
brook-trout, Sidmu foatinatU, which has liad an ext^lleot chance of 
aasertiug its qualiflcations for introductliin into our group of sal- 
monldic. but has failed to do so. except in confined waters. Its 
first appcaraniM in this ixmntry was heralded with jubilant antici- 
pations ; its capacities for rapid growth were hailed as a good omen, 
and Its gorgeous dress and graceful form won golden opinions from 
all piscatorial ciassea, who willingly paid large sums of money for 
what was then consideretl the coming trout, Oradiially, however, 
Its true character Bpt>eared. and now it is universally regarded as a 
Qsb not to be depended upon. No aulhorlly rebuts the evidence 
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forthcoming aa lo Its Biiitabiiity lo British waters, if enclosed, n 
lo llB value aj an addition to our freah-wnter flsb. The Bole caus^ J 
and a very grave cause it Is, for ita deaunciation is that it esi 
from those places where it la turned in. Before flotilly discarding 1 
this unique char, It behooves us to question more clOEely lliaD w« f 
have yet done its habits, inslincta, and the nature of its native home, J 
in order to render it full justice. Pmbably the waters in which {lt| 
baa been placed have not been suitable, and this asBumplioo 
tainly seems justifiuble by the fact of the Dslt wandering as it doea. 1 
The question naturally arises as to where It goes. Does it Sod suit- I 
nble places in iis wanderiugs ! Docs it descend to the sea, or does I 
It pine and perish For luck of natural cuadiiiona ; If death cxplaiiu I 
the mystery, which Is hardly likely, we have at once a solution ; 
hut if not, it Is difficult lo say what baa become of the thouaanda 
turned out into our Engliah strcumB. In America the brook-trout 
is regarded aa a hoine*loving fish, therefore it seems somewbatlikely 
that we have not yet provided the domestic comforts to which it is 
babituatt'd. The auggestion. at least, is worth studying, and the 
association still has these flah under culture, not being convinced of 
tbclr unsuiisbility fur encloBcd waters." 

The results already referred to as having been ob- I 
tained in the taras upon the island of Mull go far to 
prove tlie suitability oi fontinalis for enclosed British i 
waters of the requisite temperature and purity. But 
it is scarcely surprising to those acquainted with the 
habits of the American brixik-trout to learn that ha | 
does not remain in waters having an easy and unin- 
terrupted communication with the sea. I know of J 
no similarly situated Canadian waters in which he is j 
always to be found. But it has been shown that he I 
reascends, to spawn, the Labrador streaius down which I 
he runs to sea. And it is perhaps strange that he | 
has departed, in English coastal streams, from his 1 
Canadian practice. 
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THE COMMON LAKE-TROUT 
Salvelinua namayeitsh, or the great lake-trout, grows 
to an enormous size in Canadian waters. In January, 
1895, the Hon. John Costigan, M.P., upon his ap- 
pointment as Minister of Marine and Fisheries for the 
Dominion of Canada, was sent a present in the shape 
of one of these fish, captured in Lake Superior, that 
weighed fifty-three pounds. Another s|>ecimen, taken 
some years ago in Lake Metis, and stuffed by Mr. J. 
U. Gregory, of Quebec, weighed thirty - one pounds 
when caught. It is on exhibition In the rotunda of 
the Chateau Frontenac at Quebec, where it has been 
taken for a salmon, on account of its size, by anglers 
devoid of e-tperience of the larger varieties of sal- 
monidie. The namayciuih grows to an enormous size 
in Lake St. John, as well as in Tscbotagania, Lac k 
Jim, Mistassini, and, in fact, in nearly all the lakes of 
the Labrador peninsula. By French-Canadians it is 
known both as the touladi and the quime fourchee, 
or forked-tail trout. It is almost invariably captured 
in deep, cool water, and, in fact, can survive in no 
other in the hot summer months. Of all the species 
of Saloti'ums it requires a habitat of lowest tempera- 
ture. It is usually taken by deep-water trolling, com- 
plete instructions for which are furnished in Shiclds's 
American Game Fishes, by Mr. Luther Pardee, with 
descriptions and illustrations of the gear required, and 
also of the gangs employetl by both Mr. A. N. Cheney 
and the late Mr. Seth Green. It is sometimes also 
taken with a spoon or phantom minnow. The Ind- 
ians in the interior catch it for food upon night-lines 
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emai im tafcca tha It. hit tbcrf an wtt Tcrjr anmer 
tma. toe evca in this ■ot Uium wimU t it is only for a 
Tery ifaort tine afkcr tfas lea htt left, the hka that it 
mninsBeartfaesHrCaoe. b the awatl) of Majr, stune 
thiae or foar nan agi\ hoverer. Mr. lacon Welch, of 
Qaebee^vaa fofftanate «bo^1i to ihns take a sixteen- 
pomd qieeiiiiai in I^ke St. Charles and to kUl 
with hk tRMrt rod. Dr. Hencbej, one of bis angling 
oompaokms, noticed at aome distance from his canoe 
tlie frigbteaed moTement of a shoal of small fish dnrt- 
iog from the surface of the lake, evidently to escape 
porsttit, and dreir the attention of Mr. W^ch to the 
fact. The latter bad scarcely cast his fly over the 
place when it was taken by Mr. Xamaycash a little 
below the snrface of the water, and nearly fifty min- 
ntes were require*! to bring him to net, A twenty- 
pound specimen canght by Mr. TVarren Briggs, of 
Bridgeport, Conn, — ^an expert fisherman— in Lake Kis- 
kisink, was sent to me by that gentleman in the spring 
of 1893. It is a magnificent fish preserve, this Lake 
Kiskisink, teeming with fontinal Is, namaycush, and 
dore, and long shall I remember the lusty brook-trout, 
of an average weight of a pound and a half, that I 
was privilegetl to take on more than one occasion 
with ray good friends the Messrs. "Wallace, of Ansonia 
and Chicago, both in Briggs's Pool at the head of the 
' lake and among the lily-pads a little below its outlet. 
Only on the Nomantum Club waters have I seen bet- 
ter catches of brook-trout than in the Kiskisink pre- 
serve, and tliey were made by a party of skilled an- 
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glers, including Messrs. George E. Hart, of \Vaterbury ; 
Wallace Dumnd, of Newark; Miner Drake, of Torring- 
ton, Conn., and J. L. Atwood and Charles Turner, of 
Waterbury. 

But to return to Salvelinus namayeush. I have 
before me a letter addressed to me from Winnipeg 
u|>on the 24th September, 1892, in which my friend 
Lieutenant-Colonel Haggard recounts his phenomenal 
success with the lalce-trout in Lake Kepigon, and the 
amusing story of the Indians— bow tbey employed 
their teeth ia aiding them to lift the heavy fish out of 
the water. The colonel writes : 

" I liad very good flailing up tiiu Ncpigon in the lieadnaten, 
butli ID tho river al Virgia Fulls ami iu tlie lake, us tar as tliu Inke- 
Irout were concerned, but did uot do miicli with ihv speckled trout. 
The largest 1 got ot the latter was four pounds in weiglit. As far 
as UiG lake-trout fishing goes 1 believe 1 had a phenomenal da/. 
On a shoal lUreo miles out iu the take I got, in ubout three hours' 
Ssbiog, ooe hundred and forty-clgbt pounds of lake-lrout. Tho 
two largest were Uihfty-two pounds and thirty pounds respectively. 
The Indians with me said they were the two largest they liud ever 
known cnught by a whii« man, and on such small tackle, too, I 
cttUgbt Ihem all that day on a small brown phantom minnow of 
Chioic's, that I bought when with you, and with a si ugte gut leader. 
The Indian at the bow of my canoe could not get hold of the gills 
of the two monster trout lo drag them in when weuried out, as 
they kept their heads down and tiiey were very long. Consequent- 
ly he got hold of tho tail and pulled It up to hia moutli, caught 
hold at the mots wlili his leelh, then, putting bis arms as far round 
ihe slippery body of ibe fisb as he could reach, dragged these two 
whales in. The weight of the thirty -pounder hruke off half its tail 
in tho man's mouili at the first bite, and he got hack in ibe wat«r 
again, but still on Ibe book. The nest grip was more succcMtul, M 
he bit lower down." 

By the Montagnais Indians the lake-trout is known 
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as kokomesb, and by the Micmacs and Abenaqois i 
tonladi. Its scientific name, >iam<itfcus/>, is that ap- 
plied to it bv the Xepigon Indians. 
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THE NEW MARSTON TROTTT ^B 

Canadian anglers are qnite enthusiastic over recent 
piscatorial discoveries showing the wide geographical 
distribution of the newly discovered trout known to 
readers of icbthj-ological literature as Salmo salveli- 
nvs Marstonii. Until the autumn of 1895 the exist- 
ence of this variety was only known to science by the 
appearance of a couple of specimens. The first of 
these attracted the attention of Mr. J. G. A. Creighton, 
of Ottawa, two years ago. It was taken in a lake 
near Ottawa, and was sent by him to Mr. A. N. Cheney, 
of Glens Falls, N. T..the present State Fish Cnlturist, 
who forwarded It to Professor Agassiz's successor at 
Cambridge, Mass., Professor S. Garman, of the Museum 
of Comparative Zoology, for examination and identi- 
fication. He declared it to be a distinct and newly 
discovered species, and it was called the Marstonii at 
the suggestion of Mr. Cheney, who, being requested to 
name it, said : " Call it after Mr. Marston, founder of 
the Fly-fishers' Club of London, and editor of the Fish- 
in<j Gazetk, an Englishman overflowing with good 
feeling for everything pertaining to fish, fishing, and 
America."' 

About a year ago another specimen, caught in one 
of the lakes of the Laurentides Club in the Lake St. 
John district, was sent by me to Prof^sor Garman, 
who declared it also to be one of the Marston variety. 
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There ia some little uncertainty as to the exact water 
from which this tisli was taken, owing to confusion of 
nomenclature, but Judge Panet Angers, Q. C, who ob- 
tained from a habitant guide the sitecimen that he 
gave me, has frequently Uikcn the same fish in Lac 
des lies ; and as this territory becomes better known, 
much more will doubtless be learned as to the geo- 
graphical distriliution of the fish. Large numbers of 
a very similar fish, so hke it in external appearance 
that it never occurred to me to doubt that they might 
in fact be the true Marstotiii trout, have recently beeu 
discovered in some of the Rimouski series of lakes 
upon the south shore of the St. Lawrence, and Jlr. 
John Jordan, of Quebec, was kind enough to procure 
me specimens through Mr. Hurley. 

I cannot better describe these beautiful creatures 
than by borrowing, with a few verbal changes, the 
words employed in November, 1 895. in writing of them, 
with the fish lying before me, for ForeU and Stream: 

" It was roceiitb' my prEvilcjfc to fenat my eyes upon a number of 
specimens of lIiIe newest and most benutiful ot Caaadian clinrs, 
which were tiiken (by special permit, for sclentiflc purposes) from 
one of a series of takes in Rimouski County locally known tia Lac h 
Cassetlc. I call the Mnrslon trout advisedly a char, recalling the 
fnctthat rhe vrord ' char ' comes from llie Gaelic eeani(blood)and the 
Irish Mar (red or blood -colored), which are almost synonymous with 
the more western torgoch (red -bellied). Ami certainly the new trout 
ia the most brilliantly blood-colored of any non-tropical flsh lliat 1 
am acquainted with. In the words of Professor 8. Garman, who 
Brst identfQed Salrxlinva Martloitii as a variety new to science, wlio 
otked Mr, A, N. Cheney to namo ft, and who examined liut year a 
ainKle specimen thut I waa able to procure for him from a lake be- 
tween Quebec and Lake St. John : ' Some artist with his pencil 
will delight everylKxiy interealeii in the fisliea it he will give the 
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ft JtMBidi vitk K wM/ifmi of erimaon. 
wUcb latter coioc \m inw in iotcsalj and depth until it be- 
comes bpoQ the bellj a briUiant led. in some specimens more scar- 
let than aimaoo. whil« amoag tbe Taried colond tpols of this be- 
vltching! J beaaliful leopard of Kortbcm water are some of deepest 
otaage with a crimson centre. Tbe colon fade somewhat after 
death, but e*en after sbipmeot of Ibe fiah to Quebec, a dislnoce of 
nearly two hundred miles, are beautiful bejoud compure. 

" I am told by those who have fished in the south shore Inkea 
where )(r. Moraion's nameaake is found that it is held in no great 
'esteem by the residents of the vicioitj who act as guides upoa 
tbese waters. With tbem fish is only food, and food Li chiefly fiah. 
Quantity is more than quality, and with such enormous specimeuB 
of thick, deep forttiaalU as there sboumJ, they regard with some- 
thing like contempt the rapid rush towards the surface lure of 
wimt they call tbe dore at those lakes. This name Applied to these 
trout can only be accounted for by the golden yellow of a portion 
of ita sides. The Bah ia of course no more like the true (tors of 
Canadian waters (8liioUediim vilrev«iy~ihe pickerel of Upper Can- 
ada and elsewhere, and pike-perch or waJi-eyed pike of diUcrent 
parte of the United States — tlian the latter resembles the John 
Dory of &uulh Briiisli and Meditemincita seas — the much- prieed 
Zeiufaber of llie aucieula. Tlie only points of outward similarity 
bclwecD these last two are ihc bard, bony spines of tbe first dorsal 
nod tbe outer coloring, including sometimes the dark spot on 
ahouidum, supposed to correspond with tbe finger-mark of St. Peter, \ 
wliicli bus caused the ' Johu ' to share with Uic haddock the honored -1 
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mjlh of baviag been tlie Sah from whose mnutb Uic tribute- monef 
was taken. No doubt the rumiliar Englisli unrae of tbe ncantbop- 
teryglan fisb is merely a corruption, as vulgHTl; suppoaeit. of tbe 
French jaane doree, applied bccnuse of Its golden-yellow color. The 
early French aettlera of Canada from llie fishing coasts of Brittany 
roust bnve been well acquaioied with (be Bnglisb Joha Dory, and 
as color, neit after size, would be the most attractive feature to 
them of n new fl.ih, It is pretty certain that they gave tbe Canadian 
(fere Its name for no other reason tlian its resemblance in color to 
the European fish from which it differs so materially in most 
other respects. 

"It has been hitherto supposed that Ihe jViir«toni'i trout were only 
bottom feeders, but tbetr liiBcovery in ibe Rimoiiski takes and tbe 
method of their capture deal a death blow to tbe theory that they 
will ntit rise to the fly, and place them beyond any question among 
the first game llahes of the American eonlinenl. It is probable that 
they are not to be taken by fly-flahing in summer, nor am I aware 
that until Ihe present season it was known to fly -fishermen that 
they would rise even in the fallof the year to their gay deceit. This 
Is now established beyond peradventure by members of the club 
controlling tbe fishing of these Rlmouskl lakes. When the Mar- 
eton trout takes the lly, it does not spring from almost imniedialely 
below it, as the brook-trout Heems to do. but rushes at it with a 
rapid dari. ofien for some distance along the top of ihe water, like 
the run of a booked salmon, leaving a swirl behind it resembling 
the wash of a small narrow boat. It leaps repeatedly out of the 
wat«r when hooked and makes a desperate fight, its rapid motions 
being apparently due to its slender shape and graceful form. A 
pound fish of this variety is nearly a third longer than a brook- 
trout of the same weight in good condition, but not more than half 
tbe circumference. From what I can learn of its methods of flglil- 
Ing when impaled upon a fly ■ hook. It must come nearer to the 
ouananichc Ihno any other Cnnadian fish in the sport that it affords. 
Like that silvery monarch of rapid waters which It resemblea in 
outer form much more than it does lis nearer relative. /on riruiftt, it 
■eema constructed for al>out tbe greatest velocity attainable by flsb 
of its siEG. 

" Saltelinvi Mtinlonii spawns later In the season than the Ameri- 
can bronk-trout. Opportunities for observation have not thus far 
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i I had assumed 
that thef ra« bam aa rrtar— I esamimtioD of tbe 
speenHBiM^BeL PirrftjWM GM»an.to whom I for- 
waided thsaa, viiife ailwilliae As tiose relationship, 
Coand aome dirtiaetio«a» the vahm of which, for want 
of ip e ciwww of both ■exea, lie is ao £u- unable to ap- 
praeiate:. These AffereaoeB mav prove to be onim- 
portant, or ther inaj lead the Bimoaski fish to be re- 
garded 8B a Bew Tarietf. Whether tbev be Martionii 
or othenriae, it b positiTe that Mr. Marston's naaie- 
aake is an occnpont of Lac des ties, and probably also 
of other walera in the Canadian environment of the 
ODaoanicbe. So far, I hare not heard of it being taken 
with the fly in Northern waters, as in Lac a Cassette, 
bnt this may be owing to the fact that it has not been 
tempted with surface Inres at the proper season, 
Much has yet to be learned of the denizens of 
waters in the Lake St. John region, and it will 
surprise thoughtful men to learn at any time of the dii 
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covery in some of them of species of trout of the Ilud- 
son Bay region. As Professor Garman says in a re- 
cent letter, "AVe must look out for S. alpinus in the 
St. Lawrence basin nowadays." This reference is to 
the magnificent, introduced saibling of Sunapee Lake, 
so admirably described for us by Professor Quacken- 
bos and Mr. A. N. Cheney. 

Many anglers and ichthyologists will no doubt be 
glad to have the result of Professor Garman's exam- 
ination of the new Canadian trout. Here it is : 



" Salmo (*(Ur^invi\ Maritonii, »p. n. 
■'B., 11 10 13; D,.18; A.. 18; V.,9; P.. 14. 

'■The specimen deecribed ia dose upon 13 inches long. Body 
Biibf uniform, pointed at tbe snout, slender at Ibe tail. The height 
of the bodj is about one-siilh of the total length ; head one-flflb, 
cronn convex. Snoul ooe and one 'third, and Interorbital space 
one and one-halC times tbe eye. Eye little less cban onc-flfih of thu 
beikd, two-thirds of tbe space between Ibc orbits on the forehead. 
Mouth liirge : maxillary straight, reaching Htmost as far back as 
tbe binder edge ot tbe eye. with strong teeth nIoDg its lower 
edge nearly Its entire length ; teeth on iDtermaiitlary and mandi' 
bles stronger. A series of four strong hooked teeth al each side of 
the tongue and behind tbe glossohyal, on the basib ranch litis, a nar- 
row band of several series of smaller ones. Gill rnkers straight, 
short, sharp. dcnticiilDte. 8x14 on the first nrch. Operde thin, 
with few BtrlK. Scales very small ; apparently there are about 
230 in the scries immedinlelj above the lateral line, and more tbaa 
250 in one five or six scales above this. Distance from first my ot 
dorsal to end ot snout little more than that from the same ray to 
tbe lip of the ftdipose fin. The middle of tbe total Icngtb falls half 
way between the Up of the hinder raya of tbe dorsal and its base. 
Dorsal and ntml fins sllgbtly emarginale at ends of median rays. 

" Pectorals and ventrnls small ; base of latter sliglitly behind the 
middle of that of dorsal. Caudal pedicel slender ; caudal notch 
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veij deep ; hioder border iionoiis. as in S. alpiaui; lobes poTol 
Eicepling & n<i>iM)<rtMi^ the notch is deeper IliaD ia any other of 
tlie American species. 

"Back diirk bmwn, with ui Iridescent bluish tint; unspotted. 
Doraal dark, clouded somenbst. but without spcis or bonds. Pec- 
torals, aiul, and TeuIraJs oniDge in ibe middle, yelloniah or ivhiiiali 
lowanls their tia^es and margioa. The dark color of the back 
shades int" wbitisb. witli a tinge of pick below the lateral line. 
Head black »□ top, silverir on the cheeks, white beneath. Ventrsl 
surface white, no doubt red in breed! eg ^season. Flesh pink. Cau- 
dal fln yellowish towards the base, brownish or darker towards the 
hinder border, wbicb has a narrow edging of light color. Faint 
areas of lighter tint suggest that there may have been a few spots 
of reddish or yellowish along the lateral line on one of the 8p«ci< 
meoa ; but the coudltfon is such that the matter must remaiu in 
question, likewise the number of cceca. and the presence of parr- 
bonds, of which there are aeveral very faint indications. 

"This flah evidently is closely allied to Snlmo oqiiaua, Itie blue, 
back of the Kangeley Lakes ; It reaches a greater size than that spe- 
cies, and ia readily distinguished by the maxillary and its dentition, 
the caudal fln and the colorution. Similarly when compered with 
S. tlagnali* and 8. rom It la seen to be quite distiocl. With the in- 
troduced aaibling, 8. tdpiiM*, at the Sunapee Lake It has alill leas In 



THE OUITOUCHE, OB CHUB 

A frequent canse of annoyance to the persistent 
trout fisherman in Canadian waters is the "taking" 
qualities of the common American chub, which is met 
with in the great majority of them. Not that it is 
here a fish devoid of those qualities that warranted 
Professor G. Drown Goode in according it a place in 
his popular treatise upon The Ganw and Food Fishes 
of North America, for, in its Canadian habitat, it at- 
tains to a weight of six pounds, rises freely to the 
fly, and fights like a Trojan when hooked; while the 
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sweet, cold water of these high latitudes well main- 
tains whatever degree of firniness and flavor may be 
claimed for its flesh. Some of the upper lakes which 
are emptied into the Bastican and other large inland 
streams are entirely free from chub, which are barred 
from ascending them by intervening falls ; but, again, 
I have marked their existence in waters fully as high 
above the sea-level as those of the Batisoan, both in 
feeders of the Kiskisink lakes, and at various points 
of the Peribonca River between Lakes St. John and 
Tschotagama. Ilere, however, its increase is some- 
what regulated by its large consumption as food by 
the ever hungry specimens of that water -wolf, the 
pike, that in these waters attain to so enormous a 
size. These chub, often erroneously called gudgeon 
by both American and Canadian anglers, are known 
to the French-Canadian and Indian guides hereabouts 
as oTiitouche ; they are usually cast away with disgust 
by the angler whose hook has impaled them. It is 
one of the most shapely of the cyprinoids, resembling 
very much in form the fall fish or silver chub of On- 
tario and the Northern States (Semolilua bulUiris). It 
seizes bait of all kinds, including portions of the flesh 
of its own species, with avidity. It greedily takes all 
kinds of natural and artificial flies alike, but seldom 
leaping out of the water, like the trout, to carry the 
lure down with it. Though fairly active in pursuit 
of its food, it is not nearly so much so as the trout, its 
method of taking it being more like a nibble than a 
rush. It seldom succeeds in hooking itself upon a 
a cast with which a pool or rapid is being wbip]}ed for 
trout in a becomingly active and lively manner, and 
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constant exertion and watchfulness will often enalile 
the angler to avoid having his flies made fast to 
ouiton<:he. But if he carelessly allows them to sink 
beneath the surface where these fish abound, or to re- 
main stationary upon the margin of a rapid, a slow, 
steady tug will soon tell him that a* ouitoucJie baa 
hooked himself upon his line. Though he is excluded 
from Mr. Shields's book of American Game F'iahea, y^: 
as soon as he finds himself impaled on tlie fisherman's 
hook he commences a thoroughly game fight for free- 
dom, tugging continuously at the line, and occasion- 
ally, if a large fish, demanding more of it. His battle 
is shorter and less exciting than that of a trout, and 
he seldom breaks water. But in his own way he is a 
game fish for all that, though he has the misfortune to 
invite comparisons most unfavorable to him, by thrusts 
ing himself, unsolicited and unsought, into the society 
of his betters, and even presuming, when hitching him- 
self upon the angler's line, to pair himself off in an ill- 
assorted match with Sahtio aalvellnus. The English 
chub {Ci/pnnus cephalus), a very near connection of 
the ouitottche, is much esteemed as a game fish, and 
several treatises have been written upon it. On ac- 
count of its shyness, Piscator, it will be remembered, 
speaks of it as "the fearfulest of fishes," and I well 
remember how, as a boy, hour after hour waa oftea 
vainly spent by me upon the banks of the Penk, a- 
tributary of the Trent, endeavoring to seduce the 
chub from its clear pools with gentles, worms, and 
paste. In those days it was indeed a prize to catch 
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• Ouitoucljo is pronounced "we-tooab." 
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chub. But then they were hard to catch. And there 
were no trout in those waters, and even percli and 
" diiddyruffs " were scarce. 

Taken from cool water the flesh of the ouitouche 
makes pleasant enough eating when well and freshly 
cooked. If it is Beldoin used for food in Canada, it is 
because where it is found there is an abundance of 
much better fish. Both the small ouitouclie and the 
white flesh of adult specimens, cut into squares, make 
good bait for ouananiche, pike, pickerel, touladi or 
naniaycush, and brook-trout. It is the favorite bait of 
Indian hunters in Canada. 

What a life-like picture of the chub has Canon 
Kingsley drawn for us ! 

"Wlial Is liere? An ugly Iwo-pounii cliub, Cbevin. 'Echcvio,' 
or A.lderinau, lis ttit Frtiicli call liim. How lu ibig, keeper T 1 
lUoughL you allowed no aucli vcrmiii in this water ! Tlie keeper 
answers, with a grunt, that 'they allow ibemBelves'; tbat 'tbere 
ulwaya were cbub liereabouta, and always will be ; for the more 
I take out with the oet, the more come oext day.' Probably. 
No nets will eiterminati: these Bpawn-enliug, Iry-eating pcala, who 
devour tbe little trout and starve the large ooes, aod, at the first 
slgu of the net, fly to hover among the most tungled roots. There 
tliey lie, as close as rata in a bank. . . . Out the fly, well used, will 
— if not exterminate Ihem — still thin tliem down greatly ; and very 
f>ood sport tbey give. Id my opinion, in spile of Ibe contempt in 
nbicta tliey are commonly held, as chicken hearted Ssh, who show 
no flglit. True ; but their very cowardice makes them liie more 
difSculi to Caleb. . . . Another slur upon the noble sport of chub 
fishing ig the fact of his not being worth eating — a fact which, in 
the true sportsman's eye», will go for iioihing. But though the 
man who can buy fresh soTes and salmon may despise chub, there 
are those who do not. True, you may make a moat accurate imi- 
tntion of him by taking one of Palmer's putent ctindles. wick and 
all, BtulQDg it with needlu and split bristles, and tliea stewing the 
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the In«s of the troat and the 
taste* of the oU wohhb edubtted in the last two 
littee of the abore extiaet are worthy of Izaak Wal- 
ton at his heal, foOowing ao 010881,7 as iber do apoo 
the aothfw'a mppeljiiag descripCioo of cooked chub — 
wiek, caodk, needles, bristka. ditch-water and all I 

Naisance as tbej prore themselves to the angler 
when rising to his troot Sies, these Canadian ouitouche 
are neither as con-ardly in their fight nor as repulsive 
upon the table as iheir congener from the compara- 
tively still, warm water of English streams. The oui- 
if/uclu is a more athletic fish, and the rapid, cool wat<f 
of its Canadian home gives some small measure 
Srmness and sweetness to its flesh. 



THE WHITEFI6H 



Highly esteemed as an article of commerce, the 
common whitefisb of North American waters is not 
much prized by anglers, and, in fact, is rarely taken 
except in nets. Professor Goode remarks that nono 
of the American species are of any importance to 
angler, and of those that inhabit tbe great lakes thi 
is undoubtedly true. But the same fish in higher lal 
tudos, whore the temperature of the water is found 
much lower, remains longer near tbe surface of 
lakes in which it is found. In tbe notes of Mr. A. 
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Low, the Labrador explorer, which ajipear in the 
chapter upon the " Geographical Distribution of the 
Ouananiche," the writer tells how he caught the great 
Northern whitefisb with the May-fly in inland waters 
of Labrador. 

This exceedingly palatable and handsome specimen 
of the whitefish family, invested with the dietin- 
guiflhing badge of the salmonidee, exhibits very few, if 
any, points of difference from the ordinary Coreyonus 
clupeiformia, or whitefish of commerce. In midsum- 
mer, in the Grande Decharge, it appears to school at 
times with the ouananiche, swimming close to the 
surface of the water, round and round the eddies and 
oily-covered pools beneath falls or rapids, frequently 
showing its dorsal fin above the scum, and by the 
similarity of its manner often passing, with anglers, 
for ouananiche. Not so with the guides, however, 
who readily distinguish between "/e sau/iion" and "Za 
jxnsson hlancfte.'^ The latter will occasionally take 
the fly intended for ouananiche; not with the hound, 
however, characteristic of those salmonoids that are 
best known to and most frequently sought by sports- 
men, but quietly and with steady tension. Few of 
the guides appear to know that the fish takes the fly 
at all, and so do not encourage the angler to make 
any effort to obtain it, though its flesh is delicious and 
very much prized, its form symmetrical almost as the 
salmon itself, and its fight for life and liberty exciting 
and obstinate. Of artificial lures it prefers the small- 
est, and these must be dressed on very small hooks 
and the finest of tackle eniployeil. Only one fly — a 
gnat, or something of tl '"^ kind— should be employed, 
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aad the gut should be dyed the color of the water. 
No little ingenuity is required to induce the whitefish 
to take the tly and to save the fish aftt^r he is impaled 
upon the houk. It is not only his shyness that puz- 
des the angler, but there is the impossibility of forc- 
ing the tight, not only because of the fineness uf the 
tAckle and the smallncss of the hook that should be 
employed, but also for fear that the latter, delicate as 
it must bo, may tear itself out from the tender mouth 
of the 6sh. I sup]>ose it is because it is so little known, 
and also because there is so much more rapid and 
exciting sport to be had with the ouaoaniche, that the 
Lake St, John whitefish is not more sought for by 
anglers. 

THE PICKEREL. OR D0R6 

It is soineivhat surprising that anglers upon Cana- 
dian waters should have paid so little attention to a 
momber of an interesting family — near neighbor of 
the pike — that, both by reason of its gamefike quali- 
ties and of the superior firmness and tlavorof its Ueeb; 
would seem to call for a larger measure of recoj 
tion at their hands. I refer to that pariicular member' 
of the pike (lerch genus known in some parts of Cana- 
da IIS the pickerel, and in others as the dore, and that 
would iipjiear to be very nearly, if not quite, identical 
iviih the woll-eyeil pike of the prevailing Ameri< 
iiomuudature. It is very abundant in the lakes 
rivers of northern Quebec ; its flesh, when cooked, bi 
ing exceedingly white, flaky, and firm — preferred 
many to that of the bass, and fully e<]ual to that 
freshly caught haddock. Specimens of this b| 
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take freely small live fish, pieces of ooitouche, and 
small and medium -sized spoons. In rapids, in the 
spring of the year, they frequently take the angler's 
trout flies, and, though they seldom break water when 
hooked, they are stubborn fighters, and on light tackle 
afford capital sport. They are often taken in Cana- 
dian waters up to six and eight pounds in weight. In 
some parts of the United States, the pickerel is per- 
sistently called " salmon "; but there is nothing much 
more remarkable in this than the habit in the South 
of applying the name " trout " to black bass, or the 
more universal misnomer of pickerel applied to the 
pike {Exo8 lucius). 

THE PIKE 

Marvellous are the stories that are told of the size 
and ferocity of the pike kind, that go about like roam- 
ing water-wolves, seeking whom they may devour, in 
the depths of Lake St. John and its tributary streams, 
as well as in the large lakes away towards and beyond 
the Height of Land. Many of these far exceed in 
weight the generally accepted limit of size of the ordi- 
nary £8ox lucitis, and I have frequently been told, in 
consequence, that 1 was wrong in my identification 
and nomenclature of the species, and that these long 
and wide-jawed monsters of twenty, thirty, and even 
forty pounds in weight were not the ordinary pike 
at all — the pickerel of many American anglers, but 
maskinonge, or £8ox ndbilior^ the Liicius ma^qui- 
nongy of Dr. James A. Henshall. It is a simple mat- 
ter, of course, to satisfy one's self by observing the 
scaling of the cheeks and gill-covers, and the number 
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of braochiostegal rajs, as to the identification of the 
maskinong^ and of the true pike, or great Nortliem 
pickerel, and that without reference to the coloration 
or markings of the body of the fishes. But many of 
those who have not taken the trouble, or have not had 
the advantage, of carefully eiamining them are scep- 
tical on the subject, because of the immense size to 
which &OX lu^u-9 attains in northern Quebec. When 
specimens of the fish, or even good photographs of 
them, can be secured, it is quite easy for even the most 
casual observer to distinguish between the elongated 
form of the light-colored markings of the side and tho; 
smaller, darker, and rounder spots of the maskjnonj 
I have seen a forty-nine- pound pike that was taken 
Mr. William Hayes, of London, in Lac Tschotagama in 
1890, and one of thirty-five pounds that was bronght 
to Quebec from the Peribonca River by Mr. B. A. Scott 
in 1S92. Mr. E. J. Myers claims a forty-seven-pound 
pike taken by him in Lac Tschotagama in July, 1891 ; 
and in August, 1892, 1 was close to Colonel Haggard's 
canoe in the Peribonca when his guide lost a specimen 
at least five feet in length while endeavoring to lift it 
out of the water. To so large a size have these fish 
attained in Lake St. John, and so voracious are tberi 
known to be, that manj' of the settlers about 
shores are too frightened of them to venture to bal 
in its waters. Both dogs and waterfowl swimmii 
upon its surface have been attacked by these fresh-wi 
ter sharks. I have killed a fourteen -pound specimei 
that took the sjwon close to the Island House, at tl 
head of the Grande Decharge, on an eightonnce troal 
roil. A stiffer one is safer and better, however, in ooi 
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sequence of the heavy pitches of the larger fish. Many 
anglers, and especially those accustomed to ouananiehe 
and trout, speak of the pike as altogether devoid of 
game qualities. Their prejudice is perhapa largely 
due to the abhorrence in which they hold his destruc- 
tion of better and gamer fish, or perhaps they have 
never experienced the additional light which I fancy 
he displays In the vigor-inspiring cold and deep water 
of his north Canadian home. This deep-seated preju- 
dice, together with the better sport among the sal- 
monid.-e to which they have been accustomed, detracts 
from many anglers' enjoyment of the sport of pike- 
Bshing, the principal element of which — to them — lies 
in the knowledge of the fact that they are destroy- 
ing one of the worst enemies of trout and onananiche. 
Yet the pike has many excellent points, lie is a 
sharp, fierce biter, a quick, strong runner on the first 
break, and if he fails on one attack will come again 
with undiminished appetite. True, he is a tender- 
lipped, short-lived fellow, and if held well in hand on 
a stiff rotl will very soon come to terras; yet with it 
all he is a surging, splashing, rushing foeman. W. 
David Tomlin, in his monograph on this fish in 
Shield's Arw/'i'^an Game Fiiltee, says of its fighting 
qualities : 

'■ It U A powerful fish, and is do cownrd ; It will fight ns Tleloiw- 
ly as a terrier. Vie linvc seen smnller pike witii Jaws locked mid 
Inshlug lliu wnler around them like a boiling caidroii. Occasloa- 
nlly letting go and biicklog out. tliej would again tubIi at each 
other with open jaws and keep up the fight until one Is beaten and 
driven away, or until both are exlinustcd. Some years ago I found 
two dead, with both jaws faat set, bo thai iLcy could not be pulled 
open. Both at them were handsome tnnle fish and must have 



^r- ■« Oi* hodks »Rc Btt •& akMg the siia a 
. Tbc pAa k m ttmtf ijiiJ. ^r '^ • fw mnat reach 
nfeatoM^id ca « big rock, drop 
h7<a«.iHdgKhinb4iD»gtBU Nortbern 
pftc ■attml — b nJ r ^ awl. mJ Ami ym heBere it r Take ■ 
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Almost every boy who has the advantage of living 
within easy distance of a pike pool knows something 
of the art of taking him with sjxxins or live aiinnows. 
But many fish are lost by failure to allow sufficient 
time for them to gorge the bait, before the strike is 
given, or by the use of unsuitable hooks. On account 
of the long, wide jaw of this fish, and his habit of try- 
ing to disgorge immediately, a straight hook will sel- 
dom catch. The Limerick, with its sweeping twist at 
the bend and its long shank to withstand the shai 
teeth, is the proper thing. The barb, too, must be € 
traordinarily wide and deep-set, for tbe thin filamend 
of the lip are soft as tissue-paper and tear out vet 
easily. Some eminently useful hints upon pik 
were given in a recent number of the New York i 
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which agree so thoroughly with my own observations 
on the subject that I gladly adopt the following 
extract : 

" A strip cut from the bettj of another Ssli with n hit of Ad left 
to wiggle SB ft tail is eilremely effective for whut is known u ikit- 
terlng. Salt pork is used in place of a bit of fisii bj tlie bacli- 
wondsmeti, nnd It is n telling bait. The live minnnw of course ia 
not trolled, but east nmong the lily-padB or weeiis and left to swim 
about freely, witii usunlly a cork about 9ve feet from the hook to 
mark lis movements. The greatest fault, and the most common 
one, Is not giving the pike time. A bitsa rtlwuys seizes his prey 
from behinii. Tiie pike never fails 10 snaicli tiis eroMwise In the 
middle. He rushes from some shadowed lair, snaps the minnow or 
bait in tlie middle, and begins to back or swim slowly towards some 
spot where, unobserved, he cna safely devour his catch. It is just 
at lliis instant that eight out of ten men give the yank tliat is fatal 
to their chances. Wait until he has moved off & few feet and 
stopped, give him then just a moment to gorge the prize. Then 
strike. In trolling late in tlie year a split buckshot should always 
1)e used to keep the tide down where it belongs. The big fellowg 
all lie deep, and will not even rise lo feed." 

The consumption of small ouanantche by the pike 
of Lake St. John waters has been already referred to. 
These water-wolves are often found lurking ahout the 
pools in the Grande D^charge, frequented by the 
ouananiche. Many of the latter, as Mr. Creighton 
observes, bear marks of the pike's teeth, and he re- 
lates the following facts that came to his personal 
knowledge, and that are here gi%'en in his own words : 

"I once saw a flvc-nnd-one-half -pound flxh swimming about in 
an odd and helpless manner, and found llisl his spine bad been 
broken by a pike, so that he could not use bh tail. In 1887 I was 
flsliiug off the rocks at the Qrande Cliute, and hooked a ^Vananlshe 
which proved to weigh Just less than a pound. Not particularly 
caring about such a small fish, I let him wander off while wailing 
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In manv of the Lake St. John waters, where he has 

been srstematicallT fished for a few vears back, the 

• • • - 

]nke is fortiinatelj very much less abundant than he 
tormeAx was. Imm^ise nnmbers of the fish mar 
Still be taken in manv parts of Lake St. John, and of 
xerj large size. especiaUy near the months of the 
Eiriere au Pipe and the Riviere an Cochon, between 
the bead of the Grande Decharge and the month of 
the Peribonca, as well as in most of the other waters 
of this Northern coantnr. 

OTHER FISH 

As alr^^d y mentioned, the pike is not the only finny 
fr>e of the ouananiche. The burbot, which grows to 
an immense size in Lake St. John, preys in the night- 
time uf>on the unsuspecting young of the fresh-water 
salmon, and sfHfcimens of the latter nearly a pound in 
weight have l>een found in the stomachs of these 
prowlers of the deep. Large quantities of burbot are 
taken through the ice on night-lines in the winter sea- 
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son by the settlei-s about tbe late, who use them for 
food; and very good eating they are, too, being as 
Ann and flaky as cod. Mr. Yarrell, in hia Jiritiah 
Fishes, says that the flesh of the burbot " is white, 
firm, and of good flavor, and by some considered su- 
perior to that of tbe eel." In fact, this burbot is a 
species of cod or ling, and from its liver may be ex- 
tracted an oil similar to cod-liver oil. The habitants 
call it lush, and, before I had obtained specimens for 
examination and identification, frequently and errone- 
ously describetl it to me as a catfish, I take their name 
of tbe fish to be a mispronnnciation of the French 
loche (losh), though that "most dainty lisb," as Wal- 
ton calls the loach, neither belongs to the same family 
as the burbot, nor yet has it the same peculiar ar- 
rangement of fins. But while without the tapering. 
eel-like form of the back part of the burbot's body. 
the little loach " has a beard or wattles like a barbel," 
and lives and gets its food close to the bottom of tbe 
water. In these respects he is resembled by the burbot, 
and herein it may be that the latter has received the 
name by which he is known to the Frencli-Cnnadians 
of the La^e St. John country. In the greater depths 
of the inland sea he often attains a length of three 
feet, which much exceeds the size to which he grows 
in English waters. The burbot of Lake St. John is 
the ordinary Lota Americana — the Lota maculosa of 
Le Sueur, which is found as far south as the Mississip- 
pi, according to Mr. Seth Eugene Meek in his report 
of 1889-90-91 upon the lishe.s of Iowa. It is common 
in Lake Ontario, and is known in various localities as 
kling, eel-|X)Ut. lake-lawyer, and freshwater cusk. Ex. 
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periouslB by Mr, Cfaarles A. Sirowger, of Kine-M 
Pant, HoBToe Oomitr, X. T., have proved that the 
iMubut is enfabie of being so saJt«d and dried as to 
fa6]«aotacxOr siidistiogiiGbable from salt codfish. 

The Eonipeui burbot has been termed both Zota 
r w lj T w and Xotoa Ma. Charles Kiogsley, in the 
ofai^itor of his Pro*f IdylU devoted to the Fens, thus 
describes him : " There lingers in the Cam, and a few 
other ri\ws of northeastern Europe, that curious fish, 
the eel-pout or burbot {Moiva lota). Now, be is utter- 
ly distinct from any other fresh-water fish of Euroi>e. 
His nearest ally is the ling {Molva vulgaris) ; a deep- 
sea fish, even as his ancestors have been. Originally 
a dee|vsea form, he has found bis way up the rivers, 
even to Cambridge, and there remains. The rivers by 
which he oame up. the land through which he passed, 
ages and ages since, have been all swept away ; and 
he has never found his way back to his native salt- 
water, but lives on in a strange land, degraded in 
form, dmndling in numbers, and now fast dying out. 
The explanation may be strange; but it is the only 
one which Icanoffer to explain the fact — which is itself 
much more strange — of the burbot being found in the 
Fen rivers." Because of my lack of Canon Kingsley's 
opportunities for the investigation and study of this 
theory, I am not prepared to challenge its correctness. 
But its analogy to the spurious claims on behalf of 
tlie ouananiche and its fresh -water habitat, already 
referred to, will occur to many who are conversant 
with these latter, and I veri- much doubt if the accom- 
plished Canon, when he advanced it, was aware of the 
fact that the burbot lives and thrives to so remarifc- ^ 
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able an extent in the waters of Lake Sl John and of 
the MiBsissippi, whence it has easy and unobstructed 
access to the sea. 

The Lake St. John burbot is very tenacions of life, 
and the sensitiveness of its barbule, or bean:l, is such 
that even when the fish is apparently dead it will 
kick violently if this appendage be disturbed, A sira- 
ilar sensitiveness in the barbule of the cod and the 
haddock has been noticed in Paske and AQalo'a TA4 
&o arul the Rod. 

There are many other species of fish in these waters, 
including perch and the different varieties of carp, but, 
like the burbot, they are of little or no interest to the 
angler. 

Trout, whitefish, dor^, pike, etc., may be had for at 
least one hundred and fifty miles north of Lake SL 
John ; then, for some distance before reaching the 
Height of Land, trout and whitefish disap|)ear for 
a while, and we are beyond the southerly habitat of 
the ouananiche. Here the principal fish to be had, 
and they are very plentiful, are pike, dore, suckers, 
ouitouche, and perch, all of which swarm in Big and 
Little Nekebau lakes, Obabtegooman, Ojebogoomou, 
and adjacent waters. In the streams and lakes be- 
yond the Height of Land, and especially in Mistassini 
itself, as well as in Lake Wakivunitche, midway be- 
tween the two, magnificent trout, whitefish, and dor^ 
are plentiful. 

Altogether beyond the scope of the present work, 
and worthy of a large volume to themselves, are the 
magnificent sea-going salmon that annually repair to 
the majority of the coastal streams of the great Labra- 
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" » are plentiful 
i Iftke St. JoliD. 
I lake 5i. John 
I M« idte ITiiiiMBi TWf Bar oalr be kiUed be- 
twcM ikclSdh ctSefbemhtmA tbe lis of Febnun-. 
Ssipe n« plmdM )■ mmMj of the nusbT localities of 
thB Bivtk oosBtzr; tin cfase seBson for than being 
fixim the isi of FebtvuT totbe Ist of September. 
Dneb of nuion kiads, putkalartT bliick dacks, teal, 
aed siieUiafce we rerj oooumw on all the waters in 
Ibe Lake St. John dtatrict- Tbey may be killed from 
the 1st of September to the 15th of ApriL 

"Wliile there is do l^al excuse for the sportsman 
to have a gnti with him during the sammer season, 
it is always nsefol in making a long trip iato the 
woods to have a rifle near at hand. A bear may 
be met at any time. Only upon the approach of 
winter, however, is his skin of any value, though bis 
flesh is at all times considered a luxury. A bear may 
often be found swimming across a large body of 
water. Often in the latter part of the summer a 
number of these animals are found in a Imic — a por- 
tion of forest that has been swept by Qi-e — where 
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they are fond of feeding upon the wild raspberries and 
other berries that spring up in ita wake. Many 
beara are annually killed in the vicinity of Lake 
Kiskisinli and in the valleye of the Peribonca and 
Ashuapniouchouan rivers. 

The red deer {Cenms viri/inianu^) was until la.tely 
unknown in the Labrador peninsula east of the Ottawa 
valley, or at all events of the headwaters of the St, 
Maurice. A few specimens have lately made their 
apiwarance north of Quebec. 

Caribou are fairly plentiful in the entire SagQonay 
and I,Ake St. John country. They abound upon the 
preserves of the Triton and Tourilli clubs, and many 
are shot there every winter. The killing of tbein is 
prohibited except from the Ist of October to the 1st 
of January, On Lac Trois Cariboux, about the 1st 
of October, 1894, Dr. Robert M. Lawrence, of Wash- 
ington and Lexington, Mjiss., witli whom I was camp- 
ing, had an exciting adventure with a noble buck. 
When I espied the animal at the first, it had just 
started out a few hundred yards below our camp to 
sn-im across the lake. We had but one rifle between 
us, and the doctor, who had been hastily summoned, 
taking my two Indians and canoe, shot across the lake 
in pursuit of the splendid game. It was a sight such 
as one does not soon forget. The broad back, large 
head, and spreading antlers of the caribou appearing 
above the water; the picturesque bark canoe in hot 
pursuit ; the guides paddling as if for dear life, and at 
ihe same time vigorously calling the buck, who paused 
twice to listen and to turn bis head ; the stea<ly gain- 
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k of tke nuDd. Xow tbe 
I tvo bmdred feet of tbe 
««. QmC« distinctlv'. 
Mi the n-ftter, I can see 
the doetflr fift tfae rifle to his riwiilder and take a 
0tmij aiB. And mow for tbe qoany! With the 
gnn, wfatefa was nunc that dar. be had on tbe dav pre- 
^ bnogfat down creiy dack and |)artridge upon 
whidi he had fired, and they were not a few either. 
And now he has ah>eadj dran-n a bead upon the buck 
with his rifle Still it is at bis shoulder, and ret there 
is no report. Now tbe firearm is lowered, and jet 
there has been no discharge. What can be the cause ! 
Does so sure a shot desire a still greater advantage 
over tiis game ? Surely now he can require no better. 
The noble animal has pulled himself languidly, be- 
cause of his fatigue, half out of the water upon the 
rocky shore, and is almost broadside to the canoe as 
he prepares to take the cover of the woods. Had 
ever hunt«r his game so secure? Quickly to the 
shoulder goes up the rifle ; the delay in firing seems an 
age, ivaiting for the crash and the smoke that shall 
salute tlie success of the hunter's prowess. The giant 
caribou, proudly tossing his riohly antlered head, was 
just gaining the shelter of the forest, and now or 
never must lie receive the doctor's bullet. It is but 
iha twinkling of an eye, and there, look, the buck 
has disapjieared from view and not a dischai-ge has 
there boon from the rifle \ Soon was it all espla 
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The rifle had missed fire. It had been recently oiled, 
not carefully enough dried, and a cartridge had stuck. 
Imagination may do justice to our chagrin. Descrip- 
tion, never! The Indians, if possible, felt worse about 
the disappointment than wo did, and talked of noth- 
ing else for the remainder of the day. It was some 
hours before either of us could even dream of joking 
about the matter, and tlien I said, "Doctor, I cannot 
help thinking what a magnificent addition those ant- 
lers would have made to your library." And he im- 
mediately replied, with a sarcastic smile, that, while 
drawing his bead upon the buck, he had made up his 
mind to have the limbs mounted for a stick and fish- 
ing-rod rack for ray hallway. 

On the train that took us back to Quebec next day 
a number of sportsmen were swapping stories, A 
sour-looking divine who sat near interfered to express 
his gratification at the escape of our caribou, and his 
condemnation of field sports generally, upon the 
ground of what he was pleased to call their cruelty to 
the lower orders of creation. The exhibition of this 
kind of jin-de-siecle charity, unhappily of too frefjuent 
occurrence nowadays, was perhaps uppermost in the 
minds of those who recently distributed among the 
three little lakes that leail to the main club-house of 
the Tritons this nomenclature; "Faith, Hope, and 
Charity " ; but in this case, the sTnalleai of these is 
charity. 

It is gratifying to know that many of the gentlest 
of men and most estimable of clergymen are among 
the sportsmen of the present day ; and the late Rev, 
~ , Lundy, the Right Rev. Bishop Potter, of New 
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York ; the Rev. Dr. Van Dyke ; the Eight Kev. Mgl 
Paquet, of Laval University ; the Rev. Dr. Convera 
of Hobart College, Geneva, K. Y. ; the Rev. 
Smith, of Wasliington, and scores of others that could" 
be mentioned, have been regular visitors and anglers 
in the land of the ouananiche. Mr. W. E. Hodgson, 
in the National Review, in the course of an artiolaj 
on the "Immorality of Evolutionary Ethics," cross 
swords with Herbert Spencer on the (juestioa of tl^l 
ethics of field sports, and a recent writer In the ^ie, 
says: 

"It leSHenlDg of the sum totnl of pain be tlio object to be 6 
tnined, then raan Ib llio best executioner. After all, dsli. flesli, ; 
fowl must perish, citber at his or oature'a bands, and a Jock Scotfi 
on express bullet, or a cbarge of No. puis on end to ilie quarry^ 
quite as mercifully us an otter, a liou, or u fHlcnii. And if tij, 
Spencer abtirea, hb we believe be docB, Vlie opinion of Ouida. thai 
sport, ' by induclug callousness, -vitiates social life.' all that we can 
say Ib that we ilo not agree witb bim, and hold Uie wringing of a _ 
bird's neck or the cutting of n sheep's throat to lie Tar more lini 
talizlog than the pulling of a trigger." 



During recent hunting seasons, Mr. McCarthy, 
Syracuse, and Mr. Curtis, of Isew York, have bean 
very successful in their caribou -hunting in the vicinitw 
of Lake Batiscan. Mr. Archibald Stuart, of Scotland J 
killed several head in the vicinity of La Belle Ilivi^rt 
always a favorite haunt of these animals, and hundn 
of other s|)ecimens have fallen at various points 1 
tween Quebec and Lake St. John. 

Moose are mucli more scarce than they formerly 
were, though every season sees a number of tha 
killed by sportsmen, principally in La Belle Rivi^ 
district, to the southeast of Lake St. John, and som 
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distance inland from the west shore of the Saguena3\ 
They are often found also in the country drained by the 
upper waters of the St. Maurice. But they are most 
abundant in the Mattawa district, and in the territory 
watered by the Upper Ottawa and Gatineau rivers. 

The Provincial Legislature of Quebec, at its session 
of 1895, adopted a law in virtue of which the Com- 
missioner of Crown Lands is authorized to lease the 
right of hunting game upon public lands in this prov- 
ince, for terms of ten years, at the rate of one dollar 
per square mile per year. This opportunit}'^ is likely 
to be taken advantage of very largely by fishing clubs 
now in the enjoyment of the fishing leases of large 
tracts of country in the Canadian environment of the 
ouananiche. 



part Sf V 

THE MONTAGNAIS INDIANS AND THEIR 

FOLK-LOBE 



THE MOXTAGNAIS INDIANS AND THEIIi 
FOLK-LORE 



A D£BORipnoN of the Canadian environment of the 
ouananiche would be necessarily incomplete without 
some account of the aboriginal inhabitants of the coun- 
try. The 8[X)rtsman who penetrates into its interior 
engages these Montagnais Indians as his guides, and 
he need not be an enthusiast in the science of eth- 
nography to desire some knowledge of the tribal 
peculiarities of this interesting people, and of the 
strange beliefs, superstitions, and manners of the men 
who paddle and pole bis canoe in the water, carry it 
over the portages, pitch and take down his tent, make 
his bed and his fire, cook and serve his meals, and con- 
duct him to the likeliest spot for a shot at a bear or a 
caribou, or to the most promising grounds for ouana- 
niche or trout. 

Already in the chapter upon Canoeing and Camiv 
ing, and elsewhere in the foregoing pages, has ample 
testimony been borne to the efficiency of the guides 
with pole and paddle and axe, \n rapids or on portage, 
in camp or in the trackless forest. 

These Indians are a branch of the Cree family, and 
are divided into two tribes — the Nascai>ees or inland 
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Indians, and the llontagnais or sliore Indians. The 
last of tlie Jesuit missionaries to the Montagnais of 
Tadoussac — the learned Father Labrosse, respecting 
whose death in 1762 there is an interesting legem" "" 
— -had an ingenious theory of the origin of the X< 
Aniericiin Indian. He maintained that when Soloi 
decided upon the erection of his temple at Jerusalem 
he despatched vessels to every known part of the 
globe for artists and materials. One of these shii 
was driven by a storm upon the coast of Noi 
America, and the crew, unable, from their ignoi 
of narigation, to trace their way back, landed, 
were the first inhabitants of this continent. And. 
support of his theory the Jesuit indicated what 
thought the points of resemblance between Indians 
Israelites, by no means complimentary to the latterj 

At the time of the first arrival of Europeans at 
doussac, and before the advent of missionaries am* 
them, the Montagnais were of the lowest Algonqi 
type. Parkman J relates that often, goaded by d< 
ly famine, they would subsist on roots, the bark 
buds of trees, or the foulest offal; and in cases of 
tremity, even eannibahsra was not rare among thei 
The Indians of the interior have continued most of 
these practices up to quite modern times. No later 

* Translated from Abbe CoBgrain in Prindpnl Grant's 

ague Canada, and in Cliombers's Ouide Co the Sigvtnag and I 
St. John. 

t Jaraea Mackenzie's Aecoanl of the King'i Posit ( 
. . . irilb a Deeeription of die A'atitet, and Journal qf a 
through thote Omntriet in 1803, published bvHoD. L. R. S 
La Bourgeoii de la Campagnie du Nnril-oiiett (Quebec, 18S0). 

% In Ilia iiHroiiiictioD lo Tht Ja«iU inNorth Atneriea. 
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than 1850, Father Arnaud, ivho is still living, met 
at Sept Isles a Nascapee woman, who, l>efore her 
conversion to Christianity by Father Durocher, was 
not only a noted sorceress of her tribe, but an inveter- 
ate cannibal. Her fii-st victim was her husband, who 
h:id died of hunger and starvation, and she continued 
her feast until she had devoured three of her children, 
two of whom had died of starvation, while the third 
was killed by its unnatural mother. She next raised 
her hand against a woman of her own tribe who hatl 
herself feasted upon the dead body of one of her chil- 
dren, and became food in turn for the miserable V6ro- 
nique, as the wretched woman was called after her 
conversion and baptism. It was the hunters of the 
tribe, in fear and trembling, and not her own remorse- 
ful conscience, that took Veranique to the missionary. 
They wanted the fear of the Great Spirit put into her, 
and the missionary commenced o}>erations by having - 
all her hair cut otf and liung upon a pole at the en- 
trance to the Indian cemetery, and then kept her on 
her knees outside the church door during the whole 
continuance of a mission. Another missionary tells 
of the murtler during the same j'ear, by another Ind- 
ian woman, of two entire families, with the excep- 
tion of one young man. Iler victims included two 
men, two women, three boys, and four girls, and she 
subsisted for some time upon their flesh. 

As late as 1S67 Father Nedelec, who journeyed as 
far north as Lake Mistassini to minister to the Ind- 
ians there, reported the murder of a young man eigh- 
teen years of age by his own mother, who was assisted 
in the crime by another young man, and who declared 
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that Aa ooald not rant the impalse to tbe marder. to 
wUA Aewss eonpeUed br the deril. At a neigb- 
bn^f ladiaii post dunng tbe next summer a man 
IdDed a vooan to prevent her being changed into a 
Wen^o (a Windigot — a man-eater or demon. The 
suae mosionaiT saa* tbe skull and bones of another 
iratBaa who had been killed for a similar reason. 
Aad be deducs in bis letters that the decrease in tbe 
number of these Htstassini Indians is dae not onlj to 
tbe lack of prorisions and other hardships wben game 
is scarce, bat to their glnttonr in times of plentii', tbeir 
gross immorabtr, and the debilitating effect upan 
tbeir nerves and temperament of their constant prac- 
tice of the dark arts of jugg-bng and sorcery. Some 
of tbem would appear to be adepts in the art of hyp- 
notism, and stories are told by the missionaries of the 
control exercised by Indian jugglers over young wom- 
en of their own or other tribes, to bend them to their 
own purjKises, 

Father Arnaad corroborates the tales of occasion- 
al anthropophagy among the Nascapees, but declares 
that it is usuall}' hunger, and not a passion for human 
flesh, that drives them to the fearful habit. Jealousy 
and resentment have at times led them to shed the 
blood of those of whom they were the natural guardi 
ans, and the missionary relates the story of a huntei 
who, being anxious to put away his wife and marry 
other (and having never heard, it is charitable to 
sume, of the divorce courts of tbe West), left her 
perish alone in tbe woods. The poor creature 
trived, however, to track her liusband to bis next 
campment, only to be pierced through the heart by] 
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arrow. These Indians were not always so particular 
about ridding themselves of one wife before taking 
another, and my good friend Father Babel relates 
that durinor one season's missionary labors in the in- 
terior of Labrador he separated the parties to no less 
than twenty bigamous alliances. 

Though still clinging to many of their old supersti- 
tions, deeds of blood and violence are far less common 
than formerly. Up to quite recent times, however, it 
was the custom among both Montagnais and Nas- 
capees to strangle their old and infirm whenever they 
became unable to accompany the rest of the party 
upon their hunting trips. To carry them about with 
them was. out of the question, their own tents, guns, 
provisions, axes, and canoes being all that they could 
manage. They probably justified the murder upon 
the ground that it was more merciful than to permit 
the infirm to perish alone of hunger. Many old Hud- 
son Bay officials now living, such as Mr. Peter Mac- 
kenzie, of Montreal, and Messrs. Henry Connolly and 
Allan G. Cameron, formerly of the Labrador posts, 
can furnish instances, just as the older missionaries 
can, of successful intervention in cases of intended 
murder of aged and helpless Indians. But sometimes 
humane efforts of this kind have been thwarted, and 
Mr. Connolly tells of an old woman thus ruthlessly 
killed close to his post ; his first intimation of the en- 
actment of the tragedy having been a conversation 
which he overheard between two other squaws, who 
were discussing the division of her poor belongings, 
and commenting upon the victim's apparent unwill- 
ingness to die. Usually in such cases there is a quick 
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and ready umlerstanding of the situation, and 
victim feels that he or she is no longer of any use, there 
is a perfect resignation to approaching fate. The 
executioner enters the tent or wigwam in which the 
victim is lying, and places a thong made out of deer- 
skin around the throat. The end is passed under the 
edge of the hut or tent, and is there tightened until 
strangulation has done its work, I have been told of 
cases in which two executioners were emploj'ed, one 
pulling on each side of the tent, always on the out- 
side, and each having hold of the cord or strap of 
deerskin that passed around the victim's throat. 

Among the Indians who hunt in the Gatineau coun- 
try, and thence to the headwaters of the St. Maurice. 
it was customary up to a very few years ago, and 
doubtless is still, in the interior of the country, for an 
aged hunter, when he felt himself no longer able to 
accompany his companions npon the chase, to divide 
his small belongings into as many little heaps or piles 
upon the ground as be had sons. Beneath one of 
these was concealed his axe. Then the different sons 
were summoned, to select each the pile that was to 
be his share of his father's goods. Upon him who dis- 
covered the axe beneath his patrimony devolved the 
duty of becoming his father's despatcher. While the 
children were engaged in making the fatal selection 
the old hunter chanted a mournful dirge, of which the 
following is a free translation ; 

"Witbered Qtid old am I, 

The flah can no Innger lake. 

The deer can no longer chase. 

The rabbit no longer Irsp. 

And lire is no more for me." 
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Their territorial hunting rights, which are their 
most valued possessions, are not the father's to be- 
queath. These hereditary rights are vested in the 
woman, and the hunter only acquires the use of them 
by marriage. The legitimacy of the succession to the 
grounds, which is doubtless the object aimed at by 
the practice, is thus assured. 

They bury their dead within sight of a portage and 
overlooking a lake, and will often carry the bodies 
some distance to reach an appropriate burial-place. 

The hearts of brave fathers or successful hunters 
have been known to have been eaten by their children 
for the purpose of imbibing their courage. 

They reganl death as the first stage of a journey 
which they symbolically describe as walking up the 
rainbow. 

Father Dablon. who in 1660 ascended the Saguenay 
in search of the Northern Ocean, tells in his Journal of 
a disease that was quite common in his time among 
the Montagnais Indians. The viclira suddenly be- 
came a hypochondriac, his disease developing into a 
mania. In its succeeding stage the insane was seized 
with such rabid hunger for human flesh that he 
sprang like a famished wolf upon all that he met. 
" In proportion," says the good Father, " as he finds 
wherewith to glut this hunger, it grows like thirst in 
dropsy, and accordingly the Indians never fail to kill 
at once any one seized with this disease." 

Up to this day, in the northern part of the interior 
of Labrador, unfortunates who lose their reason in 
the woods, or who become hysterical or epileptic, are 
believed to be possessed t ' the devil, and their death 
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is at once decreed, on the pretence that they mav 
become Wendigoes, or man-eaters. These are usualk 
killed by stealth — as, for instance, by a blow from he- 
hind — or, at least, were up to a very few years ago. Mr. 
Peter Mackenzie, when in charge of the Hudson Bay 
estabhshment at Ungava, was instrumental in saving 
the life of a poor lunatic whose death had been re- 
solved upon. Ue induced the sufferer's companions 
to tie him up to a wooden frame so that he could 
do no damage, and in a short time he recovered his 

The Indian belief in Wendigoes, or Windigoes, is 
one of the most firmly rooted of their many supersti- 
tions. Different groups of Indians draw different pict- 
ures of these fabulous beings, all being creations of 
their own imaginations. They are always evil spirits 
and eaters of men. Some even profess to have seen 
them ; either in the form of a sorcerer, of a man-eating 
moose, or in that of a Cyclop, whose height and 
voracity were only equalled by the Pol3'pbemu8 of 
Ilomeric mythology. The Nascapees apply the name 
Atnhem to these monsters, and at times they frighten 
themselves into believing that they have seen their 
tracks, and immediately flee to some other part of 
the country. There is a tributary of the St. Maurice 
called the AVindigo River, of which Mr. A. T. Genest, 
P,L.S., who surveyed it for the government, says ; 

"A legend dear to Indian medicine -men, and respected by i 
Tito lU Bonk, says tliat tlie Wlndigo, a sort of semi-devil, fc 
Merred this river fur liia own exclusive use, ami that he carries (^ 
plinalasmagoric Imnl wLile Blumis are raging. Tbis is 
wby llie Indians do not trcqneot tlie Windlgo Biver. The j 
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roams in peace, swimming in the rapids and at the foot of the falls, 
the only denizen of the place." 

Just over the height of land going from the head- 
waters of the Ottawa Eiver towards Hudson Bay is 
Lake Matchi Manitou, or Evil Spirit Lake — a beau- 
tiful expanse of water over thirty miles in circumfer- 
ence. Its name originated in the following legend, 
given to Land Surveyor Henry O'Sullivan, of the 
Provincial Crown Lands Department, by his Indian 
guides : " Many years ago several Indians in two ca- 
noes were chasing a large moose, and all at once 
both the Indians and the moose disappeared. This 
happened about a quarter of a mile from shore, on a 
calm day.*' Since that time the Indians are as much 
afraid to approach the locality as they are to visit the 
Windigo Eiver. No inducement can make them go 
near it. While Mr. O'Sullivan was surveying the lake 
the Indians pointed out the spot where the fatality 
occurred, but none of them would accompany him 
there. 

The great drawback to the work of the missionaries 
among the Indians is the influence exercised over 
the other members of the tribe by their jugglers, sor- 
cerers, or medicine-men. When the Jesuit Father Le 
Jeune undertook to learn their language, one of these 
sorcerers proffered his aid, but palmed off upon the 
missionary, says Parkman, the foulest words in the 
language as the equivalent of things spiritual. So it 
happened that while Le Jeune sought to explain to 
the assembled wigwam some points of Christian doc- 
trine, he was interrupted by peals of laughter from 
men, children, and squaws. 
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After the lapse of more than two baodred yeare the 
lodian belief in jugglery, or, as they call it, il-ami, it 
TJrtaaUy DDcbanged, being cltiQg to by many profess- 
ing Christians. And considering the number of high- 
ly cultured people who belieye in spiritualism, and the 
really remarkable doings and sayings of some of th^e 
Indian sorcerers, the influence possessed by these latr 
ter apon their untutored fellow-countrymen is certain- 
ly not surprising. There is little doubt that these 
Indian jugglers ha^-e played and experimented with 
certain occult sciences for centuries before the study 
of necromancy and so-called spirit-rappings, magnetic 
fluid, etc.> had engaged the attention of the modern 
civihzed world. 

The heathen Indians believe in the existence of two 
divinities whom they call Manitous, or spirits; but 
this belief is so confused that they can gire no definite 
account of it. According to the prevailing theology, 
there is a good and a bad Manitou. The Good Spirit 
!S good essentially. lie made the earth and the Ind- 
ians, and accords them whatever of success they have 
n all their enterprises. So from him there is nothing 
to fear. And because there is no reason to fear him 
they neither worship him nor pay hira any attention 
whatever. James Mackenzie, of the old Northwest 
Company, who travelled through the country of the 
Nascapees in 180S, relates that those Indians i>elieve 
also in an inferior deity, who made the different kinds of 
wild animals, and distributed them among the Indians 
in proportion to their merits and the fervency of their 
prayers. This god is therefore adored whenever the 
belly feels concerned. Uc is not longer than their I 
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tie linger, is dressed in wbite, and called Ka-toab-api- 
s/iit, or the White Spirit. The Bad Spirit is a busy, 
meddling body, forever planning miscbief to counter- 
act the good works of Ka-tcab-api-eh'tt. They there- 
fore desire to propitiate him, so that since he has 
neither the power nor the will to do them good he 
will at least do them no harm. Father Arnaud and 
other educated men have testified to the wondrous 
power of some of the Indian jugglers, who manipulate 
the magnetic fluid, or whatever else it may be, with 
greater facility than the most eminent magicians of 
civilization, the remarkable movements of their cabaneit 
while they are engaged at their divination tieing even 
more surprising than those of the tables used in spirit- 
rapping. If fraud and humbug constitnte these jug- 
glers' chief stock-in-trade, there is certainly much 
methml and skill in their imposture. The Roman 
Catholic missionaries, when warning their converts 
against the sorcerers, accuse them of much worse 
than deception, alleging that the wonders that they 
perform are done with the assistance of the devil. 

A ratlier famous Nascapee juggler from Lake Mis- 
tassini, Thomas Nepartee by name, undertook to juggle 
for me in August, ISM, on the banks of the Mistassini 
River. I was accompaniei:! at the time by Mr. Archi- 
bald Stuart, of FeddiU Uouse, Braco, Perthshire, Scot- 
land, who had recently returned from his trip to 
Great Lake Mistassini, during which he had learned 
much from his Indian guides of the wonders of their 
jugglers. Accordingly, Mr. Nepartee's offor was ac- 
cepted, and the Indian, immediately after nightfall, 
built himself a tepee, or caiane^ by firmly planting 
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three heavy stakes in the ground — one of birch, one 
of aspen, and tlie third of some other wood, bending 
them down and fastening ibem together in tlie centre, 
and covering over the whole with blankets in b"eu of 
bark. Soon was heard the pecuUar sound of the in- 
cantation of the Indian from within. Then there was 
silence for a while. After a short delay the cabane was 
swayed violently by unseen hands, and in a manner 
that it was subsequently found impossible for any one 
of the others present to cause while remaining within 
it. Then followed the sound of the sorcerer's conver- 
sation with the spirits, during which the latter gave 
the Indian the answers to our questions. Hr, Stuart's 
house in Scotland was exactly described to the juggler 
by the spirit of the seagull that was sent over the 
ocean to inspect it. Some of my questions were not 
so easily answered, the juggler pretending that the 
spirit sent for the necessary information had not yet 
returned. AVe were undecided at the time whether 
to return to Quebec next day fi'om Lake St. John or 
to try another angling trip in a different direction, 
Nepartee told me to make the trip, and said I should 
certainly not have very much luck, but should secure 
at least one large iish and perhaps half a dozen 
other good ones. Meeting Mr. A. N. Cheney the 
next day at Rolierval, I was only too happy to ac- 
company him on a trip to La Grande Decharge, and 
though the fact failed to strike me at the timef | 
found, upon returning home and looking up my meni 
randum of what the Indian had told me, that ho 1 
correctly foretold my exact catch of fish — a fourl 
pound pike and six moderately-sized ouananiche. 
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is true that he badly blundered in answering questions 
about my family, and I told the other Indians so, too, 
adding that Nepartee was only an impostor, and that 
there was no other voice than his own in his pretend- 
ed conversations with the spirits. None of them would 
believe in my theory of ventriloquism, however, and 
as for the mistakes made by the spirits or their minis- 
ter in replying to my inquiries, they frankly told me 
that it was hard to conjure for strangers, but that nei- 
ther the spirits nor the conjurer ever deceived them. 
We had difficulty in obtaining from them the admis- 
sion that the juggler did not always tell them cor- 
rectly where to find game, but they insisted that when 
he so failed them it was because of his want of will 
instead of his lack of power. And these are so-called 
Christian Indians, too. 

Mr, Henry Connolly tells of a Nascapee conjurer 
named Petshika, who many years ago, at Northwest 
River, told at night of the comingarrival of an expect- 
ed Hudson Bay vessel on the morrow, an<l while ap- 
parently receiving this information from the spirits in 
his cabane, burst into a fit of laughter, exclaiming: 
"What funny animal is this that I see on the boat i" 
Nobody at the post knew that any animal was being 
brought out; but when the ship arrived next day, 
exactly as Petshika had foretold, it was found that 
it had a horse on board — the first of its species that 
the juggler had ever seen. 

James Mackenzie, of the old Northwest Company, 
■who has been already referred to, described, as fol- 
lows, in a manuscript sketch now ninety years old, 
the professional conduct of an 'Indian sorcerer : 
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" Wben oneof tliem entera the place of worship prepared forH 
receptlnn, vtiih a ruttle in liia band mid a stick across in liis nioutli, 
tLc moat ailcDt awe reigns around him, and the mosl sanguine el- 
pectations arc formed by tlic 1}choldi-ra of tlie success of lUe ma- 
gician's sldli In petilioaing- the god of animals and Id scaring the 
devii. Ue ia no sooner seated in his ' lemplc ' than tbe country n- 
Bounds with the noise of his rattles and singing, wliicli latter is 
composed of a repetition of * Torlat-a/iiii thiku-tinie /tvi, Ya-tal- 
ihii Mku-tmie kui, Ki hi-ka-ui alii «Ai ka nwi ni, ki Jca-ka-ui <A« 
kamani.' (Great Master of Boioinla among Ihe douds, bless us, 
and lei us continue to make aa good a liuut as usual.) After he 
Loa worked himself into convuiaions by his contorlious and bowl- 
ings till rivulets of perspiration trielcle from liis naked body, he 
cries, in a sort of ecstasy : ' Ue eomeA. he comes ; I see him, I see 
Lira i he is dresaeil very fine.' Tiien the speii is over, the cbarm 
complete, and the good doctor, after recovering his ckbaustvd 
spirits, relates lo the anxious bystanders his conversation with 
Ka-teab-api-Mt, what success may be expected in r.lie chase, and 
how he has concluded a treaty of peace with tlielr commuu enemy, 
the devil." 

It is claimed that no matter how firmly an Indian 
conjurer is tied up before entering his juggling- booth, 
he will in a few minutes com|Tletely free himself of 
his bonds. lie compels his wife's fidelity by profess- 
ing to be able to see at all times whatever she may be 
doing. 

The squaws are compelled to be the drudges of their 
husbands, and are usually only permitted to eat after 
them. The daintiest pieces of the game they kill are 
only eaten by the men. According to the latter, it 
would injure their future hunting prospects to give 
any of these titbits to a woman. Yet in cases of act- 
ual want, an Indian, to do him justice, will leave his 
last piece of food for his squaw. And when utter des- 
titution in the woods is followed by i 
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ittfrequently occurs in the interior, the Indian woman 
is al^vays the last to succumb. In times of dire dis- 
tress they sing and dance till they grow weak, in order 
that in the dreams that come to them later thej may 
obtain a view of the locality in which they may ob- 
tain deer. In sickness they sing till they are over- 
come by sleep, in order to dream of the proper reme- 
dial herbs and of the party who caused their sickness. 
by casting his malediction upon them. 

On no account will a Montagnais or Nascapee give 
any of the bones of the animals he kills to his dog. 
To do 80 would be to give mortal offence to the spirit 
of the animal, and any dog that by accident obtains 
such bones is immeiliately killed, and his flesh roasted 
and devoured. The spirits of the animals they hunt 
must always be propitiated, or the game will certain- 
ly keep out of their way. The bear is perhaps more 
highly honored by them than any other animal, and 
opinions differ as to their real object and intention in 
placing his head upon a pole with a piece of tobacco 
in his mouth. While some contend that it is simply 
to show other Indians that bears have been found 
there, as suggested b^' Father Arnaud,or to keep the 
skull beyond the reach of dogs, others say that it is to 
honor the animal and propitiate the spirit of its kind. 
Maybe they intend to accomplish both objects. It is 
of very little use for a stranger to inquire of an Ind- 
ian respecting his beliefs and superstitions. The more 
the latter thinks one determined to find out some- 
thing in regard to these matters, the more determined 
he is that the questioner shall not succeed. Ply him 
with iuquirieaj 
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affinnadTeorBegstiTereptr.aiid be will eitLer answer 
that he does not koov or with an invariable " Yes." 

At times qaite s Dumber of bears' skalls tuny be 
seen spoa the same pole. Occasionally the heads of 
beavers are sirailariv treated. The other bones of ibe 
animals in the chase are buried in the gronod, thrown 
into deep water, or consamed with fire. 

Among the Xascapees the painted skin of a bear 
cob forms an essential part of the oatfit of tbeir con- 
jurers or medicine- men. By them, as by the Mon- 
tagnais, the bear, of all animals, is regarded with ttie 
greatest reverence and respect. Mr. James Mackenzie 
describes the feast which occurs among these poor 
people when the first cub of the season is killed by 
any member of an encampment. The skin is stripped 
entire from the carcass, is stuffed with hay, and the 
head and paws decorated with beads, quills^ and rcr- 
milion. The blood, entrails, and flesh are next cooked, 
and all the people of the horde are innted to partake 
of it in honor of Kawabapishtt, to whose paternal 
bounty they attribute the luscious meal. In the cen- 
tre of the feasl the skinny deity is placed, grinning, 
while the drum beats, and the guests devour the flesh 
in silence. The flesh having been torn from the 
bones, the latter are, with much ceremony, suspended 
to a pole, which has been previously erected for that 
purpose. "Should a dog, amid all this religious mum- 
mery, be sacrilegious enough to pass any of the fat or 
flesh between his unhallowed jaws, the vile animal is 
instantly slaughtered to appease the wrath of the an- 
gry deity, the flesh is devoured, and its bones in turn an 
hung to a tree"^a gliastly warning to all of his kiJ^^I 
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Tbe Montagnais also invito all their neighbors to a 
feast u)K)n tbe flesb of a bear whenever they kill one 
in tbe woocIb, whether a large or small one. They 
consider the fat of the animal the most delicious of 
meats. 

While no animal is held by them in equal venera- 
tion, its cbase is their favorite occupation. Often, 
when improperly armed, they are bold to the extent 
of foolhardiness in attacking it, and several of them 
have fallen victims to this indiscretion. Many who 
bave escaped in these hand-to-hand contests carry 
marks of the fray about with them to the day of their 
death. Tbe missionary Arnaud, in one of his letters 
to His Grace the Archbishop of Quebec, describes the 
perils to which these poor people subject themselves 
in tbe wooils, and tells of Iboir tales of adventure to 
him, when sitting around the camp-fire at night. " Of- 
ten," he says, " will one terminate his story of an en- 
counter with a bear by showing the mark of a bite 
upon his arm. Another uncovers his leg, where there 
is still a deep wound. A third recalls how he broke 
the stock of his gun in defending himself in a hand-to- 
band duel with Bruin. One relates the circumstances 
under which his old father succumbed and became the 
prey of an infuriated bear. A last one assures us that 
he would inevitably bave been killed but for the as- 
sistance of hia dog, for he was felled to the earth and 
momentarily expecting to be devoured, when the re- 
|)eated bowlings and deep bites of his dog compelled 
the bear to turn upon the latter, and gave tbe de- 
sired opportunity to tbe hunter." 

The moose is another animal for wbicb the Indians 
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have a special reverence, and Ihej' never kill one with- 
out mentally pleading, " Forgive me, O Moose !"' 

At Lake Tachotagama and elsewhere, I have foand 
the heads of large pike placed on poles near the edge 
of the water, just as the skulls of bears and beavere 
usually are. 

In Eastern Labrador, so long as game was plentifnl, 
the Nascapees cared little for fish or fishing-. Some 
of them, when they took ill, blamed a fish for being 
the cause of it, and wrapped a pieoe of fishing-oet 
about the throat. A more westerly band, that depend 
largely on flsb as a means of subsistence, told the 
Jesuit missionary Lalement that the spirit of the fish- 
ing-net had once appeared to them in human form, 
complaining that he bad lost his wife, and warning 
them that unless they could find him another equally 
immaculate they would catch no more fish. These 
Indians, who hunt and fish in the Ottawa district, 
were in the habit, like the Ilurons, of marrying their 
nets every ^-ear to two young giris of the tribe. Mere 
children were chosen, because it was indispensable 
that the brides should be virgins. The net was held 
between them, and its spirit was harangued by one of 
the chiefs, who exhorted him to do his part in furnish- 
ing the tribe with food, while the fish were fretjuentlv 
also addressed from the shore, and urged to take couj 
&ge and be caught, with the assurance that the atmo 
respect should be shown to their bones.* 

The territory hunted by each Indian family in ] 
rador is as much its own for hunting purposes s 

•See Relation (Ui Huivm (1689), and Lt Grand Voyage du 

da Ilurons. by Sagavd. 
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farmer's field for cultivation. Some hunters liave 
several hundred square miles of territory in their 
respective game preserves. Bears and caribou and 
such Hke roaming animals are killed wherever seen, if 
wanted, but beavers and similar game and fur-bearing 
animals that inhabit restricted areas are the property 
of the hunter within whose territory they reside and 
breed. For any but their owner to kill them would 
be as unjustifiable as the shooting down of a neigh- 
bor's ox. 

An Indian never loses his way in the woods, being 
always able to find his road over a route once followed 
by him, and also to (wnetrate through forests that he 
has never seen, if only another Indian shows him the 
course in a rough draft upon a piece of baric. Even 
those of them who cannot write display marked 
ability in communicating with each other in the 
woods. They telegraph by means of smoke, and it is 
astonishing how far off they can scent it — always for 
a long time before they can see it or could hear a 
sound from its vicinity. If they expect to be followed 
by another party they stick a piece of wood in the 
ground upon a portage, slanting it in the direction in 
which they are travelling. Those who find it will 
know by its degree of inclination whether or not they 
who planted it are travelling hurriedly or not. IE it 
be in summer, a small bough or piece of a shrub is 
fastened to the stake, and by the extent to which it 
has become withereil those who find it will know 
when it was placed there. If a hunter, as very often 
happens, haa to Itt|]n& 'r or remain behind his 

squaw in search oi guDBi ccasionally indicate 
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tie route she has taken by sticks placed in the gronndj 
to which she has attached a small portion of her 
skirt. 

On a newly openedup route from one large lake or 
river to another they frequently mark on a blazed 
tree, for the benefit of others, the number of portages 
to be encountered on the way, making a notch 1 
each portage. In the woods they never destroy asjl 
thing that can be useful to others. Tent poles l 
pegs and beds of sapin boughs are always left whi 



All their conversation is soft and low. A Moqh 
gnais or Nascapee Indian never speaks loudly, fa 
everything around liim is animate, especially in sui| 
mer, and in winter quietness is necessary' to a succei 
ful hunt. In summer he will talk but little about 1 
hunt and the inhabitants of the forest, for then t 
trees about him are in the full vigor of life, with thaj 
ears wide open, and they may warn the bear and t 
caribou of what thoy may overhear. 

Christianity and the northerly advance of civiliza- 
tion have done much for these poor people, but thev 
still cling fondly to many of their old superstitions. 
So far as morality and respect for law and order s 
concerned, the Montagnais and Nascapees of Labn 
dor will now, as a rule, compare favorably with thoi 
boasting a loftier Christianity and a higher plane ( 
civilization. How different it was before the advei 
of regular missionaries among them had borne ! 
is told in an amusing manner by James Mackei 
As to their habits in the early part of the cent 
tells us that a Kascapee will take as many wives a 
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can maintain, and that, so far from discovering any 
symptoms of jealousy for the unequal distribution of 
favors, these females address each other as sisters. In 
the Montagnais he found concentrated all the vices 
of the whites and Nascapees, without one of their virU 
uouB qualities. Iv'o matter how viewed, he found 
them neither Nascapees nor whites, but, " like the 
mule between the horse and the ass, a spurious breed 
between both, and a melancholy instance of the inSu- 
ence of European manners upon the morals of the wild 
inhabitants of the woods." Speaking of their newly 
wedded couples, he declares that much harmony 
reigns between them till a false step of the bride's 
alarms her husband's delicate sentiments of honor, 
and drives him for redress into the arras of another. 
The ladies, whether married or iinmarrie<l, young or 
old, are, he says, much inclined togayety,and their con- 
sciences, in their ideas of chastity, '* as elastic as silk 
stockings. The men, aware of this disposition, and 
naturally jealous, watch them very closely, particular- 
ly in drinking frolics. Though fond of rum to an un- 
common excess, some of them keep sober to guard the 
movements of their wives and daughters, hut, at the 
same time, they carry on intrigues of their own with 
those of their neighbors ; for they, no more than their 
dear ribs, are not very punctual in observing the tenth 
commandment," In regard to their Indifference to 
personal suffering and even to death, he quaintly re- 
marks that " they leave this life with as little struggle 
as they came into it." 
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THE MONTAGNAIS LANGUAGE 

The language of the Montagnais is difficult, and is 
constantly changing. Many of the words employed 
in the earliest books of devotion prepared for the use 
of these Indians by their Jesuit missionaries are bare- 
ly recognized by the Montagnais of to-day. The same 
is true of some of the words contained in the vocabu- 
lary prepared by Mr. James Mackenzie in 1808. As 
an instance of this we give the names of the different 
months of the year as furnished by Mr. Mackenzie, and 
also as now in common use among these people : 

MR. MACKENZIE'S VERSION 

January (The great moon) Tshipishime. 

February (Snow falls from the leaves) Epiche-na-maskui Pishime. 

March (Eagle moon) Mitisu Pishime. 

April (Bustanl moon) Nishique Pishime. 

May (Budding moon) Uabikum Pishime. 

June (Rutting moon) Ui sha-ku Pishime. 

July (Moulting moon) Pinaueu Pishime. 

August (Caribou horns cast their moss) Ushe-kau Pishime. 

September (The leaf turns yellow) Uatshetshi Pishime. 

October (Tlie leaf falls) Penatshi Pishime. 

November (The fall month) Takuatche Pishime. 

December (The hard or severe month).. T-She-pa-peu Pishime. 



FROM REV. FATHER ARNAUD'S MONTAGNAIS 

CALENDAR, 1896 

January Tshe Piishum. 

February Epsiminiskueu Piishum. 

March Ueuisk Piishum. 

April Shishippiishum. 
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3Iay Nissi Piishum. 

JuDe UapokuD Piishum. 

July Shetan Piishum. 

August Opu Piishum. 

September. Ushakau Piishum. 

October Uasteshiau Piishum. 

November Takuatshi Piishum. 

Deceml)er Piishimush. 

Most of the Montagnais who serve as guides for 
fishermen speak French, and some of them a little 
English. It will doubtless interest anglers visiting 
the country of the Indians to know a few of their 
words, such as their names of different kinds of fish, 
etc. The following are specimens : 

Ouananiche Ouanauiche. 

Fish Na-meshe. 

Trout Matamek. 

Lake-trout (Namaycush) Eokomesh. 

Salmon Ouchachoumac. 

Sea-trout Chouchacbou, or Matamekoosh. 

Pike Otshinosho. or Kinong^. 

Whilefish Atikamek. 

Sucker Mikudji. 

Fishing-rod Eiskinache, or Quisquenacbe. 

Fishing-line Eiskinapi, or Quisquinapi. 

Fishing-hook Mekiskan, or Quisquan. 

Fish-spear WaswanipL 

Bait Eusseiau, or Quishayo. 

Canoe Oush. 

Mosquito Chetimayo. 

Deer fly Missauk. 

Bluebottle fly Outschou. 

Caribou Atook, or Artique. 

Bear Mashk, or Mashkwa. 

Bear cub Maakoush. 

Water Nipi. 
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Blrcr Gbi-pi sbi. or S 

L«lM. Stw-ks-tg&n. 

Buk r»-1u-«iiisbe. 

W«ed* Huka-diu. 

BrwDch 0ti-ku-*ii. 

Mmiauin Otso. 

Fire labe-ko-to. 

Ugbt Csbu). 

Cold TliJ-sliine. 

Wum. TLi-Bhi-teu. 

Blorm.. IliDi-usbam-madEhi-tsbi-alu-t 

Wind , , Z<o-tin. 

Blowing T-ahi-sbi-lo tin. 

Big. or man; Hiibttt. 

{Nats. (Hence. Kakounals, 
boiiie of tlie porcupine : '. 
itonala. iu ibe dialect of i 
eriy tribes, Paradise, or 
home of tlie Manitou or C 






Onod-dtylor, Howdoyoudo?..Quaii Quail 

Y« Ha! DbI 

No Namah, or Hawatcb. 

„ 1 1 „. . ... r Statomiakattn ; or. if to n 

Your good uea th or. A toiist , ., , 

*■ 'I Ihnn one, the plura f( 

•"y"' I StnlomiBkadn-ou. 

Friend Neganiab, or Nl-ka-nlshe. 

Give me I Heelnab. 

Qo ashore 1 Ka-pa. 

Go on I Ha-tcbl. 

And Kie. 

la it going to rain I Nama tsbika tdiiinon T 

Cut t (Imperative} Tbfmlsb. 

I cut Nl Thimisliin. 

Tlie Montagnais is an exceedingly expressive 1 
guage, and very rich in varieties of inflection. 6 
denta ore muoh puzzled by the irregularities of 
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verbs. " Mitshui " (to eat) will serve as an example. 
The imperative form, second person singular, is 
" Mitshu." 

Pretetit Irtdicative, 

Nimitabon I eat. 

Telii mltaboQ Tbou eateat. 

Mitaho HeeaU. 

Ni mttilionBii. We eat. 

Tetil mltslioiiou Toueat. 

Mitahots Tbeyeat, 

Future Jridieaiirt. 

Nikf. milshon 1 wiU eat. 

Tshika mitshou Thou wilt eat. 

Etc. 

Ni mliehon is one of several transitive verbs in Mon- 
tagnais, which are inodilied in form according as they 
have animate or inanimate objects. Many inanimate 
things are endowed with life in the minds of the Ind- 
ians, especially if they are of value to thera. Bread 
may be taken as an example. In the woods tbey can 
seldom obtain it. They will therefore say ni muau 
pokiiejikan iat " I eat bread." while " I eat an onion " 
is simply ni niiUhtm shihikushu. If it is fish, in 
general, that they eat, or a poor variety of it, they 
similarly employ the ordinary form of the verb — ni 
mitskon. If it be trout or ouananiche, on the other 
hand, or any other tasty and valued specios, the 
form is ni muau. It is the same thing with them 
in selling as in eating. "I sell a fish" is ntatauan 
navtpishe. " I sell a salmon " is ntitamau oueha- 
cAouTiute. Furs, to them, have value of course, and 
1 are animate; and in speaking of them they will 




"aeU,"* instead of 

So otkaaoife are tlie tuhnb forms of the MonU- 
^BUiTCrtB tbak f«e <if tlw Jouit misBioDaries, n-ho n-as 
u aatbonty on the lu^sige, described it as coasisi- 
■Bg almost fixdaaTdj' of Ibem. There are no less than 
ten oonjagatioas of tfaeae rerbs. That to which lax 
puticalar one betoogi is detennineJ by the tennina- 
tioB of not les than tvo of its inflected parts ; the 
moal test being the relation between the lirst anil 
third. pe!Tsons singular of the present lodicatire. A 
verb, for instance, of ivhich the drsl and third persoiu 
singular of the present indicative end in an and au re- 
spectively, belongs to the first conjugation. 

The follon-ing diagram, prepared at iny reqaest by 
the Rev. Father Lemoine, author of a manuscript 
AIoDtagnais grammar and dictionary, shows the dv- 
tinguishing features of the various conjugations: 



an-ou as * ShatabiUn I Iovb. 

f Sliataliitau He loves. 

( Aehtuan I lixUngulsli. 

' ( Ashiueu HcexiiiiguUhea, I 

J TipellfiD I govern. 

' ( TipeltHin He governa. 

, (Slinakfeu I liglil. 

""'""• " ( SLaskiim He ligbia. 

1 IJIoikiuliim. or -un I am called. 

on.o n , •■■^ 2Ji(,j|;^|,„ Ho is called. 

. J Takuslilu 1 Hnive. 

' "^ (Takusliin Huarriyes. 

in-lu aa \ Milosliin I nm liaodsomo. 1 

I KIlloBhlu He U handaoia^lj 

. j Itiniiliin 1 um clever. 

■ niiulslio lUii ■ 



THE MONTAONAIS INDIAMS AND THKIE FOLKLOKE 827 

B. k..-t,„„, ^ ... { «"||»» ' '""''■^ 

I MauilUcu He builds. 

10. uin-uio. as J ^"°'"''' ^ "™- 

(IliniuiD. He lives. 



An illustration of the many forms of some of these 
conjugations is afforded by the following: 

Nl tlpelt«D I rule or govem. 

Ni tlpellmsu I goToru biro, or bcr. 

Ni tipelimUisbuii I govern mj'Eielt. 

Nl lipeltamuan I go¥cni for biin. or ber. 

Ni tipeltamUBU I govern him, or Ler, [or Uim, or her. 

Hi tipelimokon 1 am governed. 

Ni tipelimolto 1 am goTurncd by him. or ber. 

Nl tipellmokosbin 1 am fit to be governed. 

Nl tipelimltonan We govern one aooiUcr. 



Recent years have witnessed a radical change in the 
apjiearance of the Montagnais language as printed and 
written hy the Ohlat missionaries. These zealous men, 
for the purjxjse of simphfying the art of reading for 
their Indian converts, have reduced the letters of the 
alphabet to sixteen, having eliminated b, c, d, f, q, v, 
w, X, y, z. 

It has been well remarked that in tlie conjugation 
of some of its verbs the Montagnais language much 
resembles the Uebreiv, Perhaps Father Labrosse 
took this fact into consideration in formulating his 
theory as to tlie origin of these Indians 1 

Little matters it what their (>edigree! In the 
waters that are the highways through their Northern 
hunting-grounds they are the most skilful canoemen 
ind best of guides. Ashore, in the practically track- 
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lesB forest, they are the most pcdite and obligiii^ of 
serYants. No domestic was ever more particular, 
about the comfort of her mistress than these IConta- 
gnais are in promoting that of their patrons in camp 
or canoe. They know every pool and almost every 
springhole where fish are likely to be found in the 
coantry to which they are accustomed ; and for the 
appliances at their command it would be difficult to 
find their superiors as chefs de cuisine. 
, No small treat is in store for the epicure or an- 
gler who places himself unreservedly in the hands of 
a couple of these red men for a camping, canoeing, 
and fishing excursion. As a rule they are perfectly 
trustworthy, and few of them are given to making 
lash promises. If to your anxious query, upon break- 
ing camp in the morning, as to the prospect of the 
day's sport either of your Indians ventures the reply, 
^^ Tshika mitshonou nuUamek a-nootche-kashigatt^'* it 
will not be their fault if you do not catch trout that 
day. If " Nika mitshonan ouananiche ouorbatshe " is 
what one of them remarks to the other over the even- 
ing meal, you may thoroughly test the casting- line 
destined for the morrow's use, and reasonably antic- 
ipate as appetizing a fish dinner next day as ever was 
served. Neither ouananiche nor trout, freshly caught 
and fried with slices of bacon or salt pork, is to be 
despised in the woods, but is not to be compared 
with this fish well wrapped in leaves gathered for 
the purpose by the Indians, and baked in the hot 
embers ; and much less with one of either, split open, 
skewered back flat with slips of willow, and roasted 
at a stake stuck firmly in the ground before a clear. 
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hot fire. The fish thus cooked swells into large blis- 
ters far drawn out by the heat, urjtil it is more than 
twice its natural thickness and as light as a puff-ball. 
It is a real triumph of culinary art. 

Both fish and small game are frequently also 
wrapped in blue clay and baked in the fire, emerging 
from their fiery furnace dainty morsels fit for the 
gods. 

I cannot wish for the true angler and lover of these 
Northern woods and waters any more enjoyable ex- 
perience than many that have been mine in the com- 
pany of Montagnais guides in camp and canoe. 

To their memory — to many more merry meetings 
with both Montagnais and ouananiche — to my readers, 
and especially to the enjoyment, good sport, and bet- 
ter health of such of them as may pay a visit to the 
Canadian environment of the ouananiche — 

•* 8TAT0MISKATIN-0U I" 
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Boardmau, Mr., examined the ouana- 
niche in 1875, 16. 

Borden, E. P., 137. 

Boston, anglers from, 247. 

Boetonnais River, 288. 

Bouchette, R. M., his topographical dic- 
tionary of Canada, 49 ; gave the Ash- 
uapmouchouan its name, 213. 



Atkins's prepared report on Schoodic Boulanger's Pool, 159. 



salmon at his rc()uest, 32. 
Bait for lake-trout (;u2im/^ctMA),268, 279. 
Bait for ouananichc, Gl, 196, 214, 279. 
Bait for pike, 279, 28G, 287. 
Barbel, 289. 

liarbule, or beard of the burbot, 291. 
liarker^s Deliyht^ or the A rt of Angliny, 

(juotcd from, (VI. 
Basques, 122. 
Batiscan Kivcr. 238, 248, 254, 277. 



Bourgeois de la Compagnie dn Nord- 
ouett, Les, 802. 

Bowdoin College expedition, 128. 

Bracket t, Walter M., compares ouana- 
uiche with grilse, 16,17; describes 
his first experience with ouananiche *, 
sent specimens of ouanauiche to Pn>- 
fe8}M)r Louis Agassiz, 17 ; remarks 
upon his comparison of ouananiche 
and grilse, 18, 19 ; trout |)ictures, 260. 



Bayard's, one of the gateways of the Bridgeport, anglers from, 247. 



Laurenti<los National Park, 25G. 
Bean, Dr., (jiiotcMl, 14. 
Bear Lake. <Ste Lac i I'Ours. 
Bearberrics, 199. 
Bears, one shot by Dr. Daniels, 87 



Bridport, 8. 

Briggs, Warren, 2G8. 

Briggs's Pool, 2G8. 

liritish Fishi's (Yarrell), quoted from, 
289. 
around Tscliotagama, 181 ; killed in Brown Hackle, G5, 2G2. 
the Peril)()nca, 188 ; about the Peri- Brule, usually inhabited by bears, 198. 
lM>nca, 188, 198, 293 ; on the way to Brule River, 198. 
Mistassini, 208 ; up the Ashuapmou- Bryan, Charles A., 164. 
chouan,2l4. 293; around Kiskisink, Buies, Arthur, 49. 

293: their skulls placed on poles, 315, Burl>ot, devours ouananiche, 11, 288; 

31G; their hunt verj' dangerous, 317. large specimens taken in Lake St, 

Beaufort, Duke of, 137. John, 11, 288, 289; description of; 

♦These aiuhoritics are arranged In alphaboticjil order, and are not tUereforo repeated 
in tbc Judex. 
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.ulh<mly for applying .h« naiDB 


pe»n Tiriety desnibed by C«icm 


"ouananiche" [o »■ called land- 


Kingsley 290; iM b«rl>ule uibeKi; 


lockeU aalmon of Dnitcd Suiea, Sa, 


very i*n«ciouioriifB,291. 




Surge, Loieiiu), 12B. 


niclie," 64, 6»; o<i difTerent babiu of 




Canatlian and L'niled Slate* ouana- 


S5^U3. 


niche, 88, 89; on By-liihing for ouana- 


C 


niche in Sunapee Lalie. 89, W ; kit< 




Cam River, 390. 




C«mbridge,En8l»>><l.*90- 


176, 177, 231 ; ibe Mory of an alleged 


C■mbridg^W»H, 17,270. 


dsh barrier in iu ricinily unlnia, 


Cimerwi, Allui G., aoft. 




C«mp ud C«nM.In,Ha-l53. 


vidnity, 10. 


C.a)pS«)l[,71,80,168,I64; America 


ChicouliBii Ki«r, 254. 


■ngling fiiemlti m«ei Lheie, Ifl4. 


ChildeniBy,66. 


Cunpiiig OutHt, 160. 


CMrenicli. The Quebec .VoraiM, quoted, 




90,148. 


niche, lSI-139; Kott uf the fuciiia- 


Chub, 97, 188, 391 ; de»riplion, habitat, 


tiuiu uf. 3. 4. 


and habit, of, 270-280. 


CiaailiiD PiciHc lUUnj, SOS. 


Chute k Caron, 188, 189, 190. 




Chula ik Whellav, 180. 


CamidiaH SparUman, Tht, 49. 


CA„a au diaib, 13, 190-193. Ste alto 




Devil's KalU 


•criplion of its tafWn., 128-181. 


Chute de U Sarane. 187, IBS. 


C»iiml.»l"»m. Sn Aiilhtopoph«B)-. 


Chme .le McI«kI, IBS. 


CwKKinK, 143-1581 *»<"*, !»«» ™.. 




viiL, ix., Xh xi. 




Cip BUnc 40. 


FaU. of. 


Ciriljbcwi Se«. *6B. 


CUrke. Kit, 46, 1(10, 104. 249, 268. 


CMibwi. laOi in T»ll*y of L« Belie 


Clark«. Samuel C, quolol, 249. 


RifiJire, 337, 396 : in Uke St. J.<ha 




ud SBgueiiavdiilrieU; unLacTroit 


Cuacbman fly. 66, 92, »9, 262. 


Carilwuxt on pr«erv« uf TourilU 




■Dd TriiDD eluba; Moiy of a bum, 


Coch-y-bonddu,6a,262. 


293 ; in Baliwui Ui»lr!e(, 29G. 


Cock Rubin fly. 104. 


Carp, 244. 




Caagriin, AbU, 80!. 




Cedar Rapida, 167. 


Co'-pUl, Apt^, Tkf, iiii..9<1. 


Century Iliciioiiary, iu orlhognphy 


aiijurets, Indian, d**cri,.iion of iheir 


" «innidi.h," 42, 48. 60. 


method.. 309-814. 




Ojnnelly.Henrv. 30ft, 313. 


Chambera, W. Oldhmm, iC6. 


ConverM, Rev. Dr., 396. 


Chamben-a Guidt to tit Suguaag imI 


Cortga,u4 ^yprifor«M. 97, 244. S» 


Lakn St. J«)m. 802. 


aUo Hliitedth. 


CbailtToix, Fatlicr, 186, 216. 


Comritle River, 188. 


Cha«, Mt.,6& 


Coadgan, Hon.Juhn.267. 


Ckam ftpkkt an Canada, 47. 


Cooes,Dr.Ellioll.42. 




Creightoo, J, U, A., referreil ut or 


Clieiiey, A. Mebnn. iiL, 6, 46, 66, 79, »4, 


quotea, 1 1. 12, 16, 30, 21,22, 23,47, 48, 


_ 93, W, 224, 247, 2W, 267, 276, 312; 


96, 100, 106, 118, 114, 178, 191, BO, 




Bta^Ktx-Chnsll^CL 



ttOim\f.m. 



I UkcSt.Mn,«,IU; .! 

», U^ IH. 



", 1S2, 2-J9, 



Pmidjk Jnhn, qaatcd. 63. 
Dn Aulnnin Biver. 176, 1 

aao. 287. 

[facTipiiun of [he ouinaniclie, &-36. 
DvtU'* KiU> or tbe Peribonn, 9i, 191, 



EMuant. 1% IS, 131-136. 
EsiaiaMux Bty, IIG. 
Eaiuirnnii Iti<-«r. 137. 
Etox Uciai. Sfe Pike. 
Jinn fi'MIior. Sec MtakloOBgi. 
EtununiiMi River, 138. 
ELhta oCGf Id ■potts, 296. 
Erdyn, John, 1*6. 



riiirlpool uf Ihe Nituhqaan, /'nr 



200. 
Dovll'. 



'■ Do Fi-li Sliow TempEtf" SW. 

AidD a»J /, 183. 

Dog Lake, W8. 

Di^ and witDt-fowl itUcked by pike, 

tHi. 
Damininn Day lilgU, A , 4'. 
Dart, ill the t'erilmiicii, 193 ; in Lac k 

Jim, Hai; in K»ki>itik, SC8; angling 

l<ir«nilil(wriiitiini<if,it<2--»3) fauod 

In far iHirllieni walera, !91. 
Dorii, Juhn IL, 164. 



Falln. Sft La Grande Chule, M«»- 

beecbouan, Miuauini, UontaKircwa. 

a, PeriboncB. 



Leven Trout. 
Fimham. C H., 48. 
Favorite fliea, 47. 
Feni, the, 290. 

Firld, Tie, 18, 46 ; quoted rroni, 84, Mfi. 
FiM Sporli of tfu Nonk of Eunpe, by 

L, Lloyd, quoted rn>m. 8l 
Fifth Falls. £« Mistasaini, Fifth FalU 

Fiiion, Jacques, 256. 

Fin ravi of the o4Uuiaaich«, cxamuu- 
tioiuor,2S,24. 
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Fish, other than ouananiche, 241-292. 
Fish and Fishing in the lAtne Glens of 

Scotland, quoted, 80, 81. 
FUh culture in America first pjractised 

in Canada, 149. 
Fish harangued by Indian chiefs and 

urged to be cau>;ht. 318. 
Fishes of New York, 62. 
Fishes of Ontario, 4H. 
Fishing Gazette, The, 16, 270. 
Fishing stories, xvii.-xix., 69-71, 77, 78, 

92, 93, 98, 99, 170-173, 193, 195, 197, 

198, 224-226. 
FUhing Tourist, The, 23, 113, 152. 
Fishing tours, parts iii., vii., viii., i.x., 

X., xi., xii., xiii. 
Fitch, E. C, 137. 
Flag, 199. 
Flies, for ouananiche fishing, 65. 66, 77, 

91-95, 98, 99, 104, 170, 171, 198; for 

whitetish, 117, 281; for trout, 262- 

264. 
Flora of the banks of the Peribona, 199. 
Florence, W, J., 137. 
Floyd, E. 1)., 72, 78, 97. 
Flynn, lion. E. J., 105, 238 ; Quebec's 

National Park due to his initiative, 

148. 
Folk-loro of the Montagnais Indians, 

305-321. 
Fontinalis, 97, 243. See also Trout. 
Forest and Stream, 16, 46, 49, 54, 79, 89, 

92, 98, 99, 224, 245, 247, 258, 271. 
Forest preservation urged, 146, 147. 
Forest trees north of Lake St. John, 

199. 
Forest r^^ 146-148. 
Fort Cfiimo, 131, 135. 
Fo.x, Mr., 94. 
Eraser, Alexander, 137. 



G 



Gagnon, Ernest, 213; a letter from 

him quote<l, 53. 
Gnlbraith, Profes.M)r, trip to Lake Mis- 

ta»sini. 208. 
Gamble, Rev. Joseph, quoted, 8, 9. 
Game, 292-297. 
Game qualities of ouananiche, xix.- 

xxu., 67-69, 78, 84-89, 94, 100-105, 



197, 198; of "landlocked" salmon, 
33. 

Gangs for taking lake -trout (nama^" 
cash), 267. 

Garman, Professor Samuel, declares 
ouananiche and salmon identical, 18, 
25; result of his examination of ouana- 
niche, 24-26; regards salmon as origi- 
nally a fresh-water fish, 27 ; exam- 
ined and classifietl the new Marston 
tnmt, 270, 271, 272, 274. 

Gasftereau. See Ale wife. 

Gatineau Indians, 306. 

(vatineau Valley, 297. 

Gauvin, C. E.,112. 

Gaztttetr of British \orth A merica, 48. 

(;eneral Hooker, 92-94. 

(;enest, A. T., 308. 

(geographical <li!«tribution of the ouana- 
niche, Ul-llK. 

George River, 116. 

Gerard, >V. R., on " wininish,** quoted, 
44. 

Gervais Rapid^l64, 175, 176. 

Gill, Theoilore N.,42. 

GoldennNl, 199. 

Goode, PniffHsor G. Brown, 276 ; quoted, 
5,6,43,52,280. 

GtKxle's A merican Fishes, 5, 43, 52, 276. 

(rovnish River, 188 ; ouananiche in, 112, 
il3. 

Grand Falls of the Hamilton, 116, 117. 

Grand Lake (Maine), 24. 

(irand Lake Stream. 17,24. 

Grand remous, /r, 176. 

Grawl Voyage dn Paysdes Ilnnms, 818. 

Grande Chute, la, 74, 76, 82, 83, 89, 91, 
161,287. 

Grande Dicharge, la, 14:), 151, 217, 229, 
237, 263, 281, 2>«4. 312 ; <iuananiche 
spawn in, 11, 12; ouananiche of, 19, 
20, 42, 49, 69, 72, 79, 83-88, 94, 97, 
98, 99, 101, 102, 1H2 ; d<-scription and 
scenerj' of, 72-7r», 82, H3, 155-177, 
wliitetish of, 97, 281 ; pike of, 287. 

Grande Rivirre, la, of St. Anne de 
lieaupre, 254. 

Grant, Principal, 302. 

(ireen, Seth, 259. 267. 

Green drake, 05, 92, 262. See alto UtLf 
fiy. 



Oncne, Judge S. H., 64. 

(ireenluitl, 1S2, 198. 

U)re«noi4;h, W. P.. naoUA, 90; tnro. 
plBDteJ uiiauiiiiche, 1<JT. 

Gregory, J. U., aiTT. 

Uriffltha, W.A., 49, 7fi, 97; bia prirste 
ODUianiclw gnolii, 158. 169. 

GrilH, diiDiiareiJ wiiLi uiunuikhe, IG, 
17, 19, ill. 

6riul/King,6S, ai 

UrosM ChmiilibKFiill*; legend leapect- 
ing; Diiaiuiiiche of, Zir. 

Guide* lit the auiuiiiche country, de- 
scrintiuti uf and refemieei lo, G7, G9- 
71, 7fi. 78, U^lbi, 1B9, 162, 27>, 
877, a)I,B.!B, B87-B»i I hey employ 
the iirtlioifniiihy " ouinaaiGhe," 41, 
4b; iupentitiiiiiiur,!D7. 

n 

H> ! Hi I Riv«r, Sa4. 

miriti vt the OMDMBKhe, b-95. 

Madduck, myth conceTDing, tTt, ITS. 

UaRi;ard, Lieut«naat - Cukincl Anilrew 
CF.,48, 79.99. Iia. 284; hi. iuiro- 
ductiun la tbia book. xvii. ; on Hahing 
fur auananiche, xvii.-xxii.,197, 196; 
hUbookl; bia tnvela,183; h» de- 
icripLian of Ibe Hcribunca, ISS; oil 
fliea auil Hy teixrllaiita, 1U7; hia linea 
DO TachuUeaiTu — a reminiMKnce, 
SOO; on lake-ttoat fiabing in Lake 
NeiriKon. !69. 

Ha«(tanl, Rider, 79, 182. 

"llalcyoii in Canada, The, "2B2. 

Haliein, 80. 

Haliculfca. Sre Oppiin. 

Hallnek. Charlta, rercrml lo or quoted, 
11, 16, ii, 47, 113, 114,163, I6B,!4&. 

Hamilliin Intel, 116. 

Hamilton River. 19, 3S, 116, 116, leS; 
ouananiehe fmind in, IIB, 118 ; splen- 
did Inut llihillft )n, 117,344; de- 
•nibHl by Mr. Low, \17, ISS; varie- 
tiea<>faahfomidin,844. 

Hamillc'ii B>»r Tulla deecrilied, 138. 

Hamlin, ilr.. ilccUro nuananiche idcuti- 



Han'a ear, 9% 99, 

/Jorprr'i Mayazime, 4& 

Hai™, WiUiaiB O, 47. 

Ban, Ueorge E., 71, Se9. 

Hartford, angleis rn>m, 247- 

Halcbuy tot ""■"«"■■•>■» nrgti, K 

149. 
Hayea, William, 182, 196, SM. 
Henchev, Dr., 268. 
Henahall, Dr. Junea A., 6* SI. 94. 
lliMoriml imd Sponmg Xrta M iM* 

HuUrt Ollege, 296. 
Hw\gmn. W. E., 39fi. 
Hurlincli, Mnjur J. B^ 161. 



Bunting leaaea iasu«I by l)» fyxv* 

menl of Queliec, 397. 
Hurley, M., 271, 



Identitv aT salmon vn 

18. 1'y. -2h, 37, 23, 32, 3». »!. 

Indian crnieien-, 207. 

ln()iuu,SUl-3«l: dicarstamtion.in; 
they ore Ibeir leetb in lanaing Incr 
Oab, »9; Iheir i 
pnunicea S03.8O4; murdrn a 
them, 803-306; siuriea or Ihem. *»- 
S!l ; of Uiilanini, 304 i of ihe (iM- 
ncau, SOd; barwigue (Uti to iuiiiH 
them 10 be caught, 818. SttJm 
Muntagiuie am' Kascapeea. 

lubel,Jae.l6G. 

laUnd BouK, 168, 160, ISl. 384. 

Iile MallRiie, 84, Ifil, infl, 167; iB 
rapids, 167, 168 : iu nliitlpnnl. I«- 
ITO; ita oiiananiche flihing. 17U-17S 

lale Ronde. ita eiiuatiun. 1 1 ; o.tanaiiiclH 
netted there, 11, 106; imanauiitr 
Bpawn there, IS. 



Han 
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JaiDM'g B«v, !05, 208, SD9, 333, !37. 


Lac I Jim, 87, 118, 214, 315; how ^| 


JunnotU Ki»r. lar^ trout of, 349 j 


niwhed,2S4; deacriptioD of, 284-235; ^M 


■tol7oriutruu^i50. 


fiah found in, 334, 236, 348, 367. H 




Lac i r^paule, 253. H 




LacbrOura,194.230. H 




l.MftNocl.S58. H 


Urui, 808,809. 


Lac A Regia, 253. ^H 


JcmIu ill North Amiriu, The, 802. 


L^ aax ficorM., good trout Sihing in, H 


J«k Scoll, 66. 66, 9S, 98, IM, 170, 198, 


386. ■ 


W1.396. 


Lae aux Rau,87, 118, 332. ^M 


Jordan, Dr. David 8., cUinn diilioM 


Laa do 1> Belle Rivijsni affonli good ^M 


variety for the ooananicbe, 16; ill 


trout Sjihiiig, 38fi, 237, 246. ^M 




Uc dea AiBle^ aflotdi splendid trout ^M 




flehing.; toun by way of, 332, 2M. H 






Jordan, Joli.1. 271. 


Uo dea Grandea !lea. 5e> Ukl EO- ^H 




^^^^M 


dali.morEnglaml,a6A. 


LaedoFIabiianl^m. ^^^^M 


JunRlery, Indian Iwlief In, 800-816; 


Lac dea Ili», 371-371. '^^^^^H 


witoetMd by the atitbor, 811-818. 


Lac dea KMhea, 333. ^^^^H 




Lwi Ecani, 338. ^^M 


K 






LaoSepttl(»,25.'<. 


Kigaahka. 188. 


LaeTr.verK.253. 




Lao Trids Cariboux, a caribou huM oo, 




3113-296. 


69-71. 


Laca«.8,»eT. Father, 58. 


Kill>ournB, S. A., Ins pitlures of trout. 


l.M-ht./«r,tb; 80. 


260. 


L<iH«he,Du.hop,5l. 






Iha chub, 279; .leacriijiion of tht bur- 


Lake Dallacan, 249. 


bot, S90. 


Uke lleauport, 124. 


Kiiig'>PoUa,tb^48,8D2. 


Uke Brochei, IU4. 330, 334. 


Kipling. B«dy.r<l,:.x. 


UkeCamapBa>H',tl6. 


Kidcinnk, 236. 


Uke Cliimplain ud ila aborta, 144, 


Krwx, Dr.. quoted. 80. 81. 




K<»hler,A.W..t9,18a. 


Lake Chantplain. aaloion of. 83. 


Kukomah, I7a 




KokMik Hirer, 19, 116, 129, 181, 186. 


Uke Edward, 238; deacription of, 249. 






L 


reached ; trout of, 233, 




Uke Foi, lis. 


Labrador, xii-.xiv., 4, 8, 19, 23, 4H, 112, 


Uke Grilndlaee. trout of. 30. 


UB, 115, 117, IIM, 121, 132, 128, IM, 


Uke JaoguM Cartier, good Hshlng in. 


137, 129, 135, 1*6, 148, 199, 266, 2MI, 


252, 388, 255, 256 ; ho<v reached, 2&S, 


8U6, 807, 818. 


36S,356. 


L>br»lor tea, 199. 




Ubfo««, K«th«r, theory rwpecting ori- 


lrou^ 387. 


gin of North American Indiana, BOl, 


Lake Kiakirink. fl.h of. 2rji; o«Uo<k)u, 


aa. 


ia, 377 ; caribou of .lijlrict, 393. 


L«kCMKtW,27i,*Tt 


Jjili ImwL rr 




^^^ 



Lik« UiDoum, eoatiina oiuiiDiiii^hF, 
115,196, 19e; deacriplion of; route 
(o, 206 : llBh n(. 2nfl, S4S. 

Like Miinouanis, 206. 

Lake Muchi Miiiituu, S09. 

]^ke Melii, Sti7. 

Lake MichikRinaw (ur Hlcbikimxw), 
no, 1!7, 1S6. 

Lake Mietauini, 125, 126. 127, 1S3, l»l, 
aaa, 237,867,291, S92, SOS, SU; dft- 
scripticm of, snd ilifTerent luuies to, 
203-210. 

Lake Miauaini), 207. 

Lake Nepiean.accnuntnf Ashing in, 269. 

Lake Kicatibau (or Xekebaii), 2117. 291. 

Ljike ObaUtgoomui (nr Obalitegoomim), 
207, 291. 

t^ke Ojebngoomou, 291. 

Lik« Onistigan, 206. 

Lake OnMrio, 289; Mlmnn of, 6, 7, 1 4, 
IB, 33; klewireorgsBperaiuuf, 14,27, 
28. 

Lake Fipmaiikin, descriplinn of. 205, 
206 i well stocked with Huh, 206. 

Lake Roand, 236. 

Lake Sebago, ailinon or onanBiiiclie of, 
7, 18, 24, 82, 83, «. 

Lake Si. Chaites, 124, 268. 

Uke SU Jubn, zii., 19, 49, G5, G6. 72, 73, 
74, T5, 76, 86, 87. 88, 91, 92, 95, 99, 
101, 104,106, 111, 125, 136,148, I4B, 
150, 157, 168, 159, 160, 182, 1S4, 205, 
236, 237, 238, 264, 274, 283, 284, 292 1 



de Quen; i> Ihe present centre of 
Duananiche Anhing; ilsaiuiation and 

years, 4) ouiiianiche not landlocked 
in ilnB, 9, 10, 14 j borboc of, II. 288, 
289 i DDiDnniche of its watera, 23, 24, 
25, 28, 48, 61, 86, 87, SB, 107, 118; 
iM waters var}' very much in heigbc, 
62; how the hibitsnu Ikib in it for 
oaaniniche,63,64i pikeofitawaMn^ 
78,288, 

Lake SL Peter, 62. 

Lake Sunapee, aalmoii <ir oaansnicbe or, 
89,90; Bsitliiigof,27o,276. 

Lake Superior, 267. 

Lake TemiKBtnic, 207, 

Lake Trout, Set NatDajeuili. 



Uke TKhota{^nia, 47. 87. ](U. 118. IC 
181. 182, 184, iH7. 183. l»^, !», HI, 
198, 243, S67. 377, 31Hi euetMU 
iiuiiiaiiicbc all tlie veu ntmd, U, 
(Ifsmplion of, IM, l!tA; imnMnitdt 
of, 196, 284 ; ■ reminimiicc of^-tua 
by lientenant - Colonel Htgpii. 
D.5.O., SOO, 201 ; iflura by wit d. 
229-231. 

Lake Wakwanilehe, 391. 

Lake-lawyer, S89. See oltn Burbot 

Lalemani, Father, 318. 

Landlocked aalmon, Profrisor GoaJew 
the Maine fi«h. 6; (so-calM) rf 
tisine, 5, 6, 7, 10, 18, 34, 81, S, 1' 
86,88-90; the oiiBnadiche i* dm ca 
6, 6, 9, 10, 43 j Maine fish can Millp 
(0 the eea, 6. 7 ; in northcm Sw^Eib 
6, 8, 31; Mr. Chaiie* O. AtkinaM 
Ihe Maine Hsh, 6, 7, at, 33; Hav 
fish reported to deacend Avm Set^ 
Lake to the Prtnuinpsoot ; traflia 
that Maine flsli wcr« fonnerirlakM 
farther down the St. Croix and Pr- 
sumpBMt, 7; Maine Osh not kiwn 
to dHcend to the aea, 7, 10 : PnrfBatf 
G. Binwn Gnodo claima ft ilutlnct t^ 
riely for Maine S*li, 15; coaptnl 
with ouananicbe. 17, S8, 99, 4«: o»- 
pareil with lalmon fmrn the «>,SL 
32, S3, 84; egga of, larger thao tbmt 
□r ordinary uimi>ii, 32, 34; naMiri 
range of, in the United Statea; di*- 
tribution extended by (bh ealtniB 
S3 ; game qualitiea of, 33, S6, 
Loch Leven trout imid to be ooiTS. 

Landmark, Profenut A^ oi ' 
aaimon, 224. 

LangiiaKe of the Klniitagnais, 339 

Lamcbe, Ferdinand, lliO. 

Latty, Guardian, 111. 

Laurentide* Fiah and Game Clab, 

nnal Park, 14*^ W: 
finhing ill, 148, Sit 



Laurentidea Ni 

aplendid trot ^ 

described, 254-256 



0*75. 

i 



Itablefon 






It, 366. 
Laval River, 136. 
Laval University, 296. 



inting a cariboo, 31*3. 994.]|B__l 
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Lawrence, J. B., quoted, 94. 

Le Moine, J. M., F.R.S.a, 47, 49. 

Le Moine, Rev. Father, 826. 

Le Sueur, 289. 

Leaping Ouananiche^ The (McCarthy), 
referred to, 8 ; quoted from, 104, 105. 

Leaps of the ouananiche, xix.-xxL, 69, 
78, 85, 86, 90, 100-105, 171, 178, 197, 
198. 

VEau. Frappwite^ 256. 

Ledum latijhlium, 199. 

Lefeb\'re, Mr., 255. 

Lejeune, Father, 309. 

L Evinementy 47. 

Light, Colonel A. L., large catch of 
trout, 247. 

Ling, 13, 289, 290. See also Burbot 

Linnaa htirealis. See Twin flower. 

LinrueuSj 199. 

List of authorities consulted in prepara- 
tion of this lH>ok, 331. 

List of illustrations, viL 

Little, Amos, 137. 

Little Ewiuimaux River, 137. 

Little Lake Kpipham, 233. 

Little Peribonca River, 184, 189, 198; 
side trip to and from it, 231-234. 

Little Hirers (Dr. Van Dyke), quoted 
from, 30. 

Lloyd, L.. (luoted, 7, 8. 

Loach, 289. 

Loch Levcn, 79-82, 95. 

Loch Leven trout, compared with ouana- 
niche, 79-82 ; described by Professor 
QuackenlM)s, 79-80; by Dr. Knox, 
80, 81 ; by Sir Walter Scott, 81, 82. 

Loche, 289. 

Locusts mid Wild Honey, 252, 

Lome. See Marquis of Lome. 

lAtta Americans, 289. See also Burbot. 

Lota maculifsa, 289. 

Lota ru/vdrw, 290. 

Lovell's Gazetteerof BriiishSorth Amet' 
tea, 48. 

Low, A. P., 118, 121, 229, 281; brought 
the skin of n ouananiche from the 
Hamilton Rivor, 23, 118; the best au- 
thority on Labrador rivers, 115 ; — notes 
on the ouananiche of the interior, xii., 
115, 117; on I^ke Michikamow, 127; 
on the interior of Labrador, 127, 128 ; 



on Lake Mistassini, 127, 209 ; on the 
Hamilton River and Falls, 128; oa 
the caftons of the Caniapscow, 128- 
131 ; on Lake Pipmuakin and the 
routes thence to Lake Mistassini ; on 
the Betsiamitz River, 205, 206 ; on 
the trout of the Hamilton River, 244. 

Lundv, Dr., 145, 146, 147, 217, 237, 258, 
263, 295. 

Lunge. See Namaycush. 

Lush, 289. 

M 

Macfarlane, Walter, drowned in the 
Natashquan, 137. 

Macmillan, Dr. Hugh, quoted, 147. 

Magpie River, 138. 

Maine, landlocked salmon (so -called) 
of. See Landlocked salmon. 

Malbaie River, 254. 

Manicougan River, 116. 

Manitou River, 138. 

Manitous of the Indians, 310, 311. 

Manouan. See Lake Manouan. 

Marbury, Mary Orvis, 47. 

Marguerite River {en bas), 188. 

Marguerite River (tributary of the 
Saguenav), ouananiche taken in, 10, 
17. 

Manpiis of Lome's orthographv, ** oua- 
niche,"48. 

Marrving Indian maidens to flshnets, 
318. 

Marston, Mr. R. B., 270, 272. 

Marstonii trout, called after R. B. Mars- 
ton at the suggestion of A. N. Cheney, 
declared a new variety by Professor 
Garman, 270 ; description, habits, and 
geographical distribution of, 270-276; 
— found in Lac k Cassette and Lac dea 
ties, 271 ; in lakes near Ottawa, 255; 
— might be successfully introduced 
into the waters of the Laurentidea 
Nati(»nal Park. 255. 

Mascalonge. 52, 2«6. 

Maskinonge, derivation of ita name, 51. 

Masse, Rev. Father, 53. 

Masson, Hon. L. R., 48,302. 

Mather, Mr., 51. 

Mattawa, 297. 

May fly, Mr. Cheney on, 89; whitefiah 



taken on. 117,281 ; B«en at Tschou- 

gama, 196. 8a alto Green dnke. 
McBride, Mim Sun, B3. 
MoCanhy, F.ugene, e6, 94, 104, 105, 182, 

237,296; iiiii Ltapuig Ouananicit,8 , 

bii theory mpecliiig the nuoDuiiche, 

8,9. 
MeCailhy ouananiche flv. 6G, 98. 
McCotmich, R. K., 331, 237. 
McCormick, WilUani. 43 ! , 937. 
McKcnzie, Jamea, 48, 31)3, a 10, B30, 3S3 ; 

quoted, 313, 314,830,321. 
HcKenzie, Teter, ISo, B05, 808; big 

wandcrFul elaughler ofilcer, 131, 132. 
MeOuat, Walter, bia trip tu Lake Mb- 

taKilni, SOEl. 
Head tiy, 98. 
Meeatin'a River, 138. 
Meek, Seth Eugene, 380. 
Meginlic Fiih and Game Club, HI. 
Merriam, A. <i., 42. 
MeubetohouBH FUh and Game Club, 



JIoDtmorenci, Mia or. fli, 

ftlonUDOrenci Fisti mui Game Qob,!* 

MonUnarenci River, ]S4,354. 

MoHtagnais IndianB. 12!. lSS,MI,m- 
339; u guides, 151, 1£2, IsH.X, 
827,328;— betieTinj ukkIht. S0S-9I^ 
in windigoea, SU4, 807, aiM, BB:- 
casee of polygBiny aioang, SOi; i 
rarinibBlism ■miiiig, 302. 3n7H 
piage of, 822 et fj.; ifcrr g 
the ouananiche its naine. (.'is. 
«, 41, 44; religiniia btlieh it, m, 
Silt — they r«mierif ilaiiKbUnl 
tbcir dUI anil iiiflnn, 30S, 3M; ■« 
those ■u|ipnM>(l to have betntne 
dieuea, 804, 807, 808; — their 
lore, 305-32T ; ihrir hunting i»U» 
B07, B18, 319; their matin ' " 
tions, 821; their method ofi 
tation, 306; Ihrir pcwiutid, 
"ouananiche," i5, n6, 57. 

Montreal PUb anJ liame P(i 
Qub, 132. 



Miiigaii Kiver 138. 
MiwMippi RWer, 289. 291. 
MiMaaaibi River and Falls, 321, 922. 
MiHasnni, Gflb falla of, 84,235; de- 
»oriptionnr,3l9-a2fi. 
~ idiaiu,304. 

ike. £r Lake MialaHiiiL 

ni Rirer, 138, 151, 234. 285, 3t I ; 

a Uke MiHtanini,2U5,2US, 



Moose RiTfT, tW. 

MunsB apecially nrerenced by tb* W 

iana. 317, 318. 
Morel. Johnny, 78, IflO.Ifi], 182, 
Morencr, D. C. fu.nid oiiinanidM » 

fioyniih, Haatre - baie, aud WaMk»i 

shoo rivers 112. 
Moale, (George R., 46. 
Mull, Itland nr, 259. 266 
Murray. W. H. H., qu„u 

to, 49, 101, 143, 144, li7, 148 »tL 
Murray Bay, 124. 
ftluscalonge, 52. 

nfCompariitive Zoology. Cm*. 



209; roll. 



le Fni 



I 



Mkbaui,208; by Waller McOiut, 
209; deBcr>p(ir>nof,3l9-226. 

HiitilHini aleamer, 72, 158, 

Miatu..k River, 1S6, 183. 

Mitcbil, Dr., 52. 

Modem Aiu/ier, The, quoted ft 
97. 



briilge, Maaa., i; 

MuskaUoiige, 62, 
Muskellunge, 52. 
BluKjuairo River, 10. 108. 
Myer^ E. J„ 48, im. |82, 

quoted, 102-104, «2i-22S. 



Naiads, 257. 

Samayeush, or greal Uke tmot (i 
l«fij, 42, 51, 334, aSa, 943, »4^J 



JUDEX 



m of, 81. 



rlTO ;— Mnght oDearinnilljr nn the fly, NaUginan RiTsr, IBS. 

li!8; bytndliDg,26T; on nigbt-liiiHS Nivr Bninswick Ukei, ulm' 

mT-368;— dlir<!nn(iiiinraoC,51,267, New Haven, nnglcn froni, 2 

8a9,270iennnnoii«»[Mof, 267; liid- New Turk, anglen rmm, 347. 

UmiiHteethlnUndinKUifiTi, 369; — New York, di«lributiiin or ouananiche 

UltenLi almntalUbewatenorLali- exlendeJ in uau by Oth pUntine, 

racl»r,4,267; almoitalt walenonhs B3. 

Lanreniiile* NiiUoDal Park, !M-256i New Yiirk State Fub and r,atne C"Tn- 

iii Lac k Jim, 23G, 34fl, KT: in Lac miniuneni' repurt i\ii<.Wd (nmk, 29. 

du Aigl»,231: in Uka KiikiiUik, Nicbicooo, UG. 

!68; in Uka Manonun, 313 ; luLake Nixon, Ct|<tun, 49,113. 

Ueti«,26T: in Uke MiKtassini. VW, NuminiuiD Clnb walen. !4G, SGS. 

aS!; in Lake Nepigon, 369 1 in Lake Marthngit Hirer, 1 16. 

Pipmnakiii, 206) in Liike St. Cliarlea, Nuuvcllu Kii-er anU iu Ma-tn>al, %ti. 

S68; inUkeSi-Juhn; in Lake Su- , 

; in Lake I'gchiniiijiiniB, ij 



S43, a 



I UettJD 



river HumiUon, 944. O'Brien, L. B., 191. 

Name af ihe onunaniche iliaciiawl, 39- Oniokubinik, the cmJnrFr. 135. 

G~l glvEn by the &lnnta|{naiH Iii4- Ojibwa, " winiuuh " cretlileil to, 44. 

iana, S, IS, 39, 4D, 41, 44; original Ouuriu. Lake. 5« Uke UnMtto. 

rurm nut found in any diciiuiinry, 3, Ontario Rah and Gtnu* OimmiiMon, 

43 ; iu pninunciation, 19, 54-67. report of, qnoud fram, 4S. 

XarralietmdCH-iticallluluiyofAmfr- Opiahtiicoiat, 40. 

ica (Jiutln WinMr),I:!S. OppianV/ZulKHfto, 351. 

Nawapee Indian*, 45, Ui, 134, 133; O'Kiirlly, John Buyle, ijuotation rrom, 

cuaei orcotiiiibalisni anmng, SU». ::04 ; 350. 

nwriul rElaiiinia of, 830; reKgioua CSuliiviin, Henry, 309. 

bclieh of, 810,311; laperuition* re. " " "'" '"' 

ipeetJng Bsh anil Ribing, 31Hi Iheir 

Ixller in jugRl'ry, S09-S1G; l!>eir 

fglk-Iora, 306, 3Ug-S31 ; they alauKb- 

ter their old and tuHrm, 305, 306; 

they (laughter IhoH euppntcU to 

hare become wlndignea, 308. 
Natoehqaan River, 11); auananielie in, 

117, 13T, 135; tragic oceDes u|»n, 

18C, 1S7. 
Naii'iiiil Fiili Culture Araociation or 

EnglniMl, 305. 
N,Ui.mil titrine, Tie, 364, 290. 
Nedelec, Father, 303. 



Ottawa River, 188, 2B3, 3 
Oiter River, 316. 



16: ■iialomicil ilescripiion ot, 3D, 31, 
aS; angled for froffl Uay to Sepcember, 
11, 01 ; angling far, xvlL^xiL, 01- 
107, 170-173, ITS, 195, 197, 198,333- 
336 ;— are found at Boulanger'a in la 
pnilt dichargt, 159; at Iitle Uatigne, 
i70-173i at Lrie Konde, 11; 



dialti 



r. 19;2 ; al 



le Dfth fl 



Nicauliau. 
Nekebaii <>r Nieaubaa River, 307. 
NelwrtH, Thomas, an Indian Juggler, 

ail-31o. 
N.'piuon Indian., 3n9, 270, 
Nepigixi Lake 



siiiuBiB 



WPb, 185. 



of the HiMoauni, 334-336. 3U5; at 
the Ant falli nf tlie Mbta^ini, 333; 
■t the Salmon Riverdafe, 314; at the 
third falleof IbeMialaaaibi.nS: in 
freih water all the year round, 1 1 ; in 
Lao k Jim, 87, 118, 335 ; in Lao aux 
Rata, 87, US, 333: in ta graiJe 
dithargt, 10. 30. 43, 411. 69, 73, 70-70, 
163. 170-176; in Lake Manouan, 195, 
100, son; in Lake SU John, 4, S, 
10, 11, 61 ; in Lake 



11,118,106-198; ill tht Alocli River, 
fill) ill thcUenrBe.llfi; in the (ioy- 
nisb, Hi, USi in Lhe Himilton, IIS, 
IIS; 4)1 the Koluoik, US; in the 
Utile Pdritwnei, 232, S38: in Ui« 
MetabcUhDoan, 13,61,71; iiilbeNi- 



I, 117; ii 



ic Ouiiu 



^Peribonca, 188,103; in 
the Romaine, HI), 117; in ihe upper 
UkM o( llie Faribonca, LSI; in tbe 
Wil-shu-Bliuo, 113; ocoHimall}- in 
Iht Hargiirrite and lown Sagaenay, 
10, ITi imr Cliicoutimi, 10; — bait 
tor, 61, ISfi, 314, 379; — Bracketl, 
W. M.. compare! it with grilse ; de- 
KrilieahiiHrBt experience or it; gave 
apecimeiw to Loula Agugiz, 17 } — Ca- 
nnilisn eiiTironmenC o(, B, 131-139; 
colnr ofiu flofa, 10, tl ; claniflcatiwi 
of, 6-3&;— compared with gilM, 16, 17, 
19, ao ; with ladtffoTdU, or trout of 
Lake tirUiiilLMe, 30; with lo^lled 
Undluukel ulman of Uaine, 28, ^ 
10; with Loch Uven trout, 7»-8i; 
witb salnviii, and olaimed to be idenli- 
eal with, 16, 18, 19, S&, 37, 99, 34; 
withnlDtonof New Ilniuiwick like*; 
with aalmon of Swediab lakei, 31; 
will) ■|)ecieB of Columbia Kiver ■■!- 
mull, ao ;— devoured by burbot, II; 
by pike, IOC, 387, !88:-deKripliDii 
of, &'3&, 61-107; diffeninhabiialVom 
the ulmoii o( the sea, IS, sa, 27, 28, 
29, 44, l>5;— itiitinct varielv claimed 
■ It by Dr. G. Br - ■ 



mended, 107, 149; Hamlin. Pi. if 

69-71; identical wiili aaliooD. II, K. 
19, 2fi. 37, 30, 34 ; lupiiig Uk tb* 
raJIsortbeMisiuaiiii.KI: I>wieU; 
oues, 77, 173-173; SlcCanhya, E* 
gene,theafy reapccting.S; inlGiiika 
of, ll-lS;~name diKUwd. IS. »- 
S7; given bf Momagnaii lutiaKll 
lb ; not to be fuund in any of ibt 6^ 
tionariei, 8. 4S;— uot a lanSotU 
■almon, 6, 6, 9, 10, 43: onUafo^ 
of Ihe name originated by Jnoii i^ 
aiouariei, IS ; pbiJul<f7 of, 3, lA tft 
89-57: pTouunciationaf namiv ■A'l- 



large number^ 10; 



Ur. Jgf. 



fi-edi upon Bics io Che foam or broii, 83, 
84* UjKHi ouilooche and other noall 
Sail, 10, I9fi;— Hies far, <!5, OS, 67,91- 
0&, 98, 99, 171, 32fi, 36il; Gimble'a, 
Kcv. jowpli, tbeuiy mpectuig, 8, 
t;amc qualitiog uf, xvili.-xxii., 07-69, 
78, 84-89, 94, lUO-lUS. 197, 198 ; Gar- 
man, I'fDruatucS^declarailiileiuical 
wilb Sahno mlar, 18; geogrnphicat 
distribudon of, tll-IlS; babiu uf, 6- 



J,>)ii 



1 frui 



a tlie sea, b, Ouialclioi 
6, 10, 14, 95, 13 ; hatcbery Tor, teeom- atraam *l 



hundreil feet liigh, 9;— (jMwn anoJ 
I>le Runile, 13 ; apAwQ at tbe rka, 
au r/viilr, 12; in Ibc Unnde D^ 
chaigp,li.l2: iu the Ueubetdwutii, 
13; iu the Uiviiie du Craii; lu ilM 
■lialluw waicr uf sraaU Hnami, II; 
in the iributsrin nF LjdiD fiu J>l>^ 
11, 13; uffPuinte Bleur, 18;— rinall 
be planted ia Laurelilidea Natiod 
Park, iba; apiwned fonneiiy ia tlM 
Salmon Kifer, 13; apatming haUa 
of, 11-18; aloriea of, 69-71, 7«-79.)l; 
aa. 179-173, 19fi. 197, 198, SH, SI. 
326; tackle for, 3&-97 ; taken in MM 
trvm under the ioe, 11; KaiuplaoKL 
107,349; DtMueceoaful atlerajiU la In- 
troduce it inio Eiigliab waien,M; 
what it ia, b, lb, IG, 17, 18, U, H, J7, 
31,3%SG. 

Ouauaniih, 60j thia orllingrapby ii«< 
by J. Eilmoud Kciy, KJU4.Ct 47. 

Ouanaut, 10, 41. 

Ouaniche, 50; thia orthngnphy luid 
by the Uarquin of Liime, 4». 

Ouaniemika. Sn WaBsieuuka. 

Ouchachuumae, 40^ 233. 

Ouellet't Foul, 60. 

Ouenaneab, 60. 

Ouialcbouan FaUa, ISS, 237. 

Ouiotcbouan Fith and Game Club, 34& 

Ouiatchaiiin lliver, 2ST; vuattaoicbt 
Ashing in, 64-72; uuut Habing 'm.Ht. 



root iBniag,Hn,3m 
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I OuidA, 296. 

n Ouinaniche, 50 ; this orthography em- 
» ployed by American railway com- 

ji panies; b? J. 6. A. Creighton; by J. 

I M. Le Moine; by IJEeinenunt; by 

i Rev. Duncan Anderson, ILA^ 47. 

Ouinenishf 50. 
Ouininiche, 50 ; this orthography found 

in Canadian Sportsman, 49, 50. 
Ouininnish, 50; orthography used by 

Charles Hallock, M.A., 47. 
Ouinnaniche, 50 ; au orthography ero- 
ploved by J. M. Le Moine, F.R.S.a, 
47.* 
Ouitouche, 97, 188, 291 ; description and 
habitat of, 276>280 ; preyed upon by 
ouananiche, 10. 
Outing, 48. 
Owaninach, 50; an orthography found 

in Canadian Sportsman, 49. 
Oxford County, Maine, 33. 



Palmer, C. M., 47. 

Paquet, Mgr., 296. 

Pardee, Luther, 267. 

Parkman, Francis, 802, 309. 

Parmachenee Belle, 262. 

Partridges, found about the height of 

land, 207; plentiful in the Lake St. 

John country, 292. 
Paske and Aflalo's The Sea and the Rod, 

291. 
Patterson, A. T., xvii., xviii., xix., 89, 

159. 
Pearls found in the shells of river mua- 

sels, 189, 257. 
Pemonka Rapids, description of, 215; 

legends respecting, 216, 217. 
Penk River, 278. 
Penn Fish an<1 Game Club, 246. 
Penobscot River, 33. 
Perch, 279, 291. 
Peribonca or Peribonka River, 11, 12, 

47, 84, 138, 151, 167. 205, 206, 277, 

288; bears of. 188, 198, 293; descrip- 

tion of, 179-201; pike of, 181, 192, 

193. 190; side trips to or from, 229- 

234. 
Petite Decharge, la, 74, 157, 159. 

23 



Petshika. an Indian conjurer, 818. 
Phantom minnows for ouananiche,xviii. ; 

for lake-trout, 267, 269. 
•* Philology of the Ouananiche," 89-57. 
Pickerel, 272. See also Dore. 
Picturesque Canada (Grant), 302. 
Pikauba River, 254. 
Pike, 26, 76, 87, 98, 291 ; angling for, 98, 

192, 193, 284-287; description and 
habita of, 283-288; known to attack 
dogs and water-fowl, 284 ; large size 
of, 193, 195, 196, 284 ; ouananiche fry 
endangered by, 12; stories of, 284, 
287, 288;— Uken in Lac aux Brochets, 
234; in Lake h Jim, 235: in Lake 
Mistassini, 209 ; in Lake Pipmuakin, 
206; in Lake St. John, 76, 288; in 
Lake Tschotagama, 195, 284 ; in the 
Betsiamitz, 206; in the Hamilton, 
244; in the Peribonca, 181, 192, 193, 
196;— trolling for. 284-287. 

Pike-perch, 282. See also l)i>r6. 

Pipham River, toure by way of, 231- 
233. 

Pipmuakin Lake. See Lake Pipmua- 
kin. 

Pipmuakin River, 206. 

PirtcaUquis County, Maine, 83. 

*♦ Piscator," in Complete Angler, 20, 278. 

Pleasures of Angling, The, 143. 

Plumb, Robert E., quoted, 94. 

Pointe Bleue, Montagnain Indiant of, 
151 ; ouananiche spawning • ground 
not far from, 13. 

Polyphemus, 808. 

Portage kl'Ours, 214. 

Portage de I'lle, 1H9, 190. 

Portaging, 180, 161, IHrt, 187, 191, lU'i, 

193, 214, 229 23(5, »()l. 
Potter, Right XUw Hii»h«»p, 295. 
Practical AngUr, The, 47. 
Pre-alacial Man, \%S. 
Preliminary Cast, A, U ing Ihr Aulhof's 

Preface, xi. 
PrcsumpiH-'ot River, 7, Wl. 
ProftsiMir, Thi', (^\ 92, l»9, 171, 202. 
Pninunciation of "ouaiianlchi*," IW, ft I 

57. 
proMf Idylh (Kiiig^Kv), *m, 
Putnam, Mr., «xamli.ed ihf ouananliJhw 

in 1875, 10. 
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Qaaekenboi, Dr. J. IX, oo fltbing in 
Loch Leven, 79, 80; on the Loeh 
Leven troat in America, 79; on the 
Sanapee Lake aaibling, S7&. 

Quebec, 4, 89, 40, 134, 12d, 1S6, 148, 158. 

Quebec and Lake St. John Bailwaj, 48, 
126, 168, 177. 

Queen of the Water, The, 66, 92, 288. 



R 



Rangeleys, 126, 276i 

Raphael, Jim, 286. 

Rapida. 8m Aahuapmonehoaan, 

Jaoquea CSartier, La Grande D^haige, 
Pemonka, Peribonca, Saatoriaki, etc 

B(jqfport sur let mimom dm d it cwe de 
QuebeCfbl. 

Rat River. See Anx RaH^ 

Redlbi8,94. 

JUlaHon dee Hurone, 318. 

JRdaHone dee JetttUe, diaoovery of Lake 
St John reported in, by Vather dt 
Quen, 4; Father Albanel'a trip- to 
Hudson Bay deacribed* in, 268. 

Remoue Ronde, Le, 256» 

Reuben Wood, 92, 99. 

Revue Giographique de Pane, 68. 

Richardson, Jamea, his tripto Lake Mie- 
tassiiii, 208-209. 

Riraouski Lakes, 271. 

'* River men " (legendary amphibious be- 
ings), 216. 

Kobbins, Dean, catch of large trout, 2491 

Roberval, 56, 61, 62, 63, 72, 92, 149, 1^1, 
168, 169, 160, 184,214, 236. 

Romaine River, 116, 187, 138. 

Romans, their practice of pisciculture 
and acclimation, 8. 

Roosevelt, Mr., 198. 

Rose, Captain £. T., 72. 

Rose, the Udy Cecilia, 72, 226. 

Ross, A. H. D., 121. 

Key, J. Edmond, F.R.S.C., 47. 

Royal Society of Canada, author's pa- 
per on "The Philology of the Ouana- 
niche," read before it by Dr. George 
Stewart, 39; quotation from it, 64. 

Rupert River, 208, 223. 



S 



Sagoenay Fiah and Game Glidi^ 161; 
Ua dnb-houae and lishiqg pre a e r rca^ 
178. 

Sagociiay River, 48, 49, 78, 121, 128, 
148, 167, 161, 176. 20S, »8, 280^231, 
287, 264, 267, 298, 807; apooTphal 
atoiy of an uphearal of ontnre in ita 
bed, zii., 6^ 8; Father de Qnco'b aa- 
cent of, 4 ; ooananiehe Ibund in, 10^ 
19, 118 ; waa never dry, fit. 

Salmo a^pimu, 276, 276. 

Satmo/tmUmiMt. See Trout. 

i9alM0 oywMKi, 276. 

iSolMO man, 276b 

Seibito ( t ah eimme) Ma reUmU , See 
Marttomi Trout. 

Saimo etoffmaiie, 276. 

Salmo truUa^ 79. Se» aUo Sea-troai. 

Salmon (Undfecked). iSee Landlodced 
aalmon, 

Salmon (of coaatal atreama — Sabmo ao- 
lor^^l; compared with ao*caUed 
landlocked aalmon, 81, 82, 188^ 84 ; ita 
eggs amaller than thoee of ooana- 
niehe, 82, 84; of Lake Ontario not 
auppoeed to enter salt water, 8, 7, 14; 
one kept in a well for twelve years, 8 ; 
ouaoanicbe differs from it in life hi»> 
tory, 18, 26, 27, 28, 29, 44; ouana- 
niche identical variety with if, 16, 18, 
19, 25, 27, 29,32, 33 ; unknown to wa- 
ters of Pacific coast, 30 ; was origi- 
nally a fresh-water fish, 9, 27, 81, 82. 

Salmon River, formerly a spawning- 
ptace for ouananiche, 12. 

Salmon River Falls, 214. 

Salmonia (Sir Humphry Davy's), 30. 

Salter, Robert, 96. 

SalveUnus, See Trout. 

Saranac Exiksj The, 146, 268. 

Sautoriski River, rapids of, 266; trout 
fishing of, 256. 

Savard, (leorge, 161. 

Savard, Louis, 160. 

Savard, Paul, 77, 78, 160, 161, 171, 
172. 

Schoodic Lakes, 24 ; salmon of, 24, 82, 
42, 46. 

Scott, B. A., 66, 168, 217, 284; a fly 
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called liter him, 92-84; hi< urn.* 


Stt»art-i Q^arlB^,!!. 


e«o»pe in ihe vbicliHwl of Iile M.- 




ligne, 169-iru. 


Stow Uilbs 8. 


Sixiti, Sir WilLer, an Loch Lctbo MM 


Star; or a caribou hunt. 193-294. 


81, 82. 


Sloriei of Indiana, Ste Indian Slotlea, 


aeribKr-t Uas,uiK, 48. 




Smpc, Willimm, quoUcl, 8. 


Ha, 97. 08, 99, 170-178. 


0«i !«.( f*! float 7Ae (l-MlM ind Aa«- 


Storiei of truut, 2S 1 . 230, 237, 244, 248- 


lo), 201. 


266,2(12. 


BMion, WUIiim, 1D7, SiS. 




Su-trout, 246. 


Stncking. H. M., 60, IM, lU0,lti2. 171 


.Jhl-go Lako. -S« Uke 3<!b«g«. 


Stoncharo, 253. 


Bebec KL»-cr. 83. 


Strangulaliuii ptaeliMd bf the Indian^ 


Bterfli n/AKglutj, qunidl from, 88, 


306. 


StmoliluM bullari,. 3« OuiUHicbe or 


SCn>wger.Cbirle>A., 290. 


Chuk 


Sluarl, Archibald, 214. 216, 311 1 ■ irip 


S*pc UioL. 803. 


lo Uka Mialaaaini, 207 ; hU fiahing 


8>th Green, 93. 


on Rat Bifer, 261 ; killed ■ Damber 


S«»ni, pUntiiig Undloeked ulnsn ia. 


orcarib(w,298. 


B4. 


St. Char1« Kirer, 40. 


,8l»ldr.ka Rircr, ISS. 


at. Qaix Rirer, T, SI. 33. 


ehields'i .1 wriam ff<ii» r>«tu, 1 1. 20, 


St. Feliden, 214. 


4;, 48, 113. 3G7, 278.283. 


St. liedeon. 106, 


fihipihiw Kiver, 182, IM. aa, 230, 231, 


St. jMchim, 124. 


237. 


St. John Lake. a» Uks St. Job*. 


Akw[u7 «»1 FUhii^ 16. 46, 14C. 157, 


St. John River, 138. 


181, 250. 


Sl UHrenM. 4, b. 7. lU. 89, 136. 23«, 


ai«r Itocwr, 65, -7. aj, 08, 104, 170, 


237, 188, 254, 276. 


262. 


SC Maarice Uiver, 4, 188, 286, 237, 29S, 


Simard, etieuiie, killed ■ beu Id the 


ao». 


Peribone*, 18i. 


St. Ruoha. 40. 




St*. Anna (de li Perailc) River. 264. 


<;oyuijih Kivei aiid in Lake Vicwr. 


Sic. Anne de Sagueuay, 177. ^m 


112. 


Sucker*. 29L ^H 


Simeon, Jowph. 185. 


8una,>ee Uke. £m Uke Sunapee. ^H 


Smith, Dr. tl.iRh M., quole,!, 28. 


Sunapee Uke *MblinR, 276. ^H 


Smilh. Rev. Dr., 2m 


S«<,. New rurk, quoted from, 41. Mil, ^H 


Snipe. 292. 


^^M 




Sunderland, Dnke of, 137. ^H 


S.rthcra, Ne,1, 137. 


SyppUe* r.>r the wottb. 149, ISO. ^H 


Spencer. Herbtrt. 298. 


Swe-Ien, lan.Uocked aalmHi of, 8, 8, 3i. ^H 


Spoun bait fur lake-irmit. 2S7. 


Sflra, 146. ^H 




^H 




■•Sud«col«."BO, 40. 


TWb1eDrc(Hil«nl>.v. ^^H 






Stein, a. <lu«led. 2511. 


Tackle fur pike riiliini;, WK. ^^H 


Swwan, Dr. Cnirfte, reiil tbe ■olhnr'a 




paper an •■ Th* rhilol>«y «t the 






cwghcthOT, 124. ^^M 


ciel J of Canada, 89. 





Temperature oT W4ler inhaliited l>v Ca- 
luilian uuuianiclis, 88, H9, 90. 

Ttiapnt Tom, ISi. 

Tela de Bouli. S08, 

Tewkesbury, SuS. 

Three Bivcrs, SSfl, 

Timber tlide in bt ptiili dickanr. 1G9. 

Tit»a, New York. IIH. 

Tomliu, David, ituoLed, 385. 

Tapognphial Dicdonarv oX Canada, 
49. 

Torunto Cnivereity, m. 

TouliidL Set Ntniavciub. 

Tourilli Fiah and Game Qub, 34S, 393. 

Tflun, Stt Fiahiiig atid Cauoeiiig 



Trout nf Lake (irilndlsee, 8a 
T«huti>KainB. Stt Lake Ttdhotanib 
Turner, Charles, 269, 
Twill flower, or Lirutaa bonrUu, IW 



ry, 22L 
Traun River, troui rishini; in, 
" Trealysfl of fysi' 



gle," quo 






Underhill,F. M, J&i. 
riKJiw, Bieamor, 184. 
Ungava,4, 115, lis, 121, isa ijl, ia 

1SS,S08. 
Unitava Biver, 129. 13I. 
Union River llsL, Sit. 
Uiaomdai, 267. 
Uiiiud Sutea Pith Cnmmiirioa, bnQ 

[■□■ quoUd rmiD. 2a. 
Ilnivetiiity Clnb. New Torfc City, 81 



Trembly, 

Peribonca, IHH. 

Trent, 378. 

THiiily River, 138. 

TritiHi tract, 107, S40; ila cxoepliunnlly 
heavy trout, 347-249 ; ouananichc lo 
be planted in iu waten, S49i iu 
oaribou, S9B. 

T^oat {fmtiimlii, or l)m»k-tmut), an- 
gling for, 1 17, 124, 231. 2S2-284, 286, 
8S7, i4ft-3&S. 259-264, '2tl8; dMcrip- 
tion of, 244-260;— found in the Aleck, 
SSI; inlheAux£curce8,386,?ST: ' 
An Sable, 199; in Betsiamitx, 206 
Blanche, 230', in ChiKnbiche,2aT: 
da la Belle Riviere, 286, 3S7 ; in dci 
Aiglea,a32, 234 ; in deiAulnaiM, 23D; 
in dea Hatritanta, 330; in Jaeque» 
Ctnier, 124, 252-SfiG; in Grande De- 
eba^e,348;iaUanlnioreatv, l!4;iu 
Little Peribonca, 232, SS8 1 in Otter, 
213; in Ouiatohouaniche, 236; iu 
Shiphtaw, 231; in Lac i I'Oun, 230 ; 
in Lakp Beaupnrr, 124 ; in Lake ^ip. 
ham, S93 ; in Laka Uieuuiui, 209 1 in 
Uke Pipmuakiu, -JOS; in Lake St. 
Cbarlea.134; iu Round Lake, 236; — 
atoriwof, 231.236. 237,244, 246-3ofl, 
262._ Set alio Loch Leven iroQt, J/ar«- 
limU trout, and Kamaycoah. 
Trout Oihing in the Traun, Ba 



Vaohe Caille Rapids, 173, l74. 175, 
Van Uykc, Dr. Henry, 98, 296; am 

from, 30, 10I.1U2. 
Tarieiiea uf tish in the CaDadtln OK 

vironment uf the ouaiMuicbe, 1. 
Venning, J. Uarcj-, in SICMm'x Qmp. 

toVff, 3L 
Venill, Profeiaor Addiaon E., a. 
Vincent, Joaeph E, 258. 
Virgin Falls, 269. 
Vocabulary of MontagnaU wonl^ stt 



Vogagt an pojit de Tadotu 
W 



Wabiiipi River, IRS. 

Wallace, John, 06, 72, 78. 

Wallace, Heiara., of Aiuunia and Qit- 

cago, 2A8. 
Wnlton, Isaac, M, 62, 280, 5 
Wananifh, 60j onhugrikph< __ _ 

liy Messn. Baiea, Le Hoinb and 

Mnrray, 49. ^ 

Wanami^e,60.2S7. 288; nrthographT 

emplwnl by Charles BaUnck, 47: 

by J. (i A. Creighton, iB. 
Wannsniab, 60; cmptoj-ed fcy S. Wcb> 
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Wannanishe, 50, 55 ; employed by W. 
A. Griffiths, VJ, 

Waniioniche, 50; employed by C II. 
Farnham, 48. 

Warner, A. D.. 164. 

Wushecooui Itiver, 138. 

Washington, anglers fntro, 247. 

Waithington County, Maine, 83. 

WaAsiemska or (.)ua.<kMem8ka Kiver, 23o. 

Waierbur>', Conn., anglers from, 247. 

Watsheesh<N) or Wai-shu-shoo River, 
13^; oiiananichc found in, 112. 

Webb, Dr., 78. 

Webber, S.. 49. 

Webster's Dictionarj', its orthography, 
**winnini8h," ({uvstioned, 42, 43, 50. 

Welch, Lacon, caught a sixteen- pound 
mimaycush on a Hy, 268. 

Wenanitihe, 50; employed by Mr. 
Nixon, 49. 

Wendigo. See Windigo. 

Whtn- the Trout J/idr, 47. 

Whitefish, 97; angling for, 280-282; de- 
scription, habitat, and habits of, in 
northern Canada, 280-282;— found in 
Lake Pipmuakin, *i(K>] in I«ake Mi»- 
tassini, 209 : in other Xoriheru waters, 
208, 291 ; in river Iktsiamitz, 206; in 
river Hamilton. 244. 

Whit more, F. A. W., qnote<l, 84. 

Whit more, Kev. H. B. W., his efforts to 
introduce ouauaniche into English 
waters. 34. 

Winaniche, 50 : emplox'cd by J. G. A. 
Creighton, 48. 

Winanis, 15, 50; employeil by James 
Mackenzie, 48. 



Windigo, or windego, Indian belief in, 
304, 307, 308, 309 ; slaughter of those 
supposed to have become such, 804, 
807,808. 

Windigo Kiver, 808, 809. 

Wininish, 50; employed by W. R. 
Gerard, 44 ; by George R. Blosle, 48. 

Wininnish, 50, 52; emploved bv Kit 
Clarke, 4G; by Charles' llallock, 47. 

Winninibch. 50; employed by C. M. 
I'almer, 47. 

Winninish, 50, 56; employed by Dr. 
Brow^n Goode and Professor R. Ram- 
say Wright, 48 ; found in the Century 
and in Webster's dictionaries, 42. 48 ; 
its orthography questioned, 42, 48, 50, 
52. 

Winnoniche, 50; employed by J. M. 
Le Moine and William C Harris, 47. 

Winnonibh, 47, 50. 111. 

Winnouiche, 50; employed in LovelPs 
Gazetteer of Jiritith North A Mericri, 
48. 

Winsor, Justin, 122. 

W(MHl-sorrel, 199. 

Wright, I»n)fefwor R. Ramsay, F.RS.C., 
13, 14, 84, 43. 

Y 

Yale University, 42. 

Yarrell's British Fishes^ quoted fmm, 

289. 
Yellowstone National Park, 126. 



Zeiit/ober, 27-2. 



THE END 
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